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PREFACE. 



Congreaa having on Febniary 19th, 1883, passed the reso- 
lution to carry out the vote of October Mth, 1780, to erect at 
Annapolis a monnment in honor of General Kalb, I And the 
moment propitious to prepare for publicution a book which 
I have long had by me. Besides I prefer publishing my re- 
searches ia my owa name to running the risk of seeing thom 
adopted by others who do not even condescend to mention 
the source ftom which they have drawn their inlbrmation. 

I do not consider it out of place to submit this work to 
the American reader, as the necessary sequel to the life of 
Frederick William vox Steuben, published in 1859, 
Kalb and Steuben taken together complete the design I 
had in view of detailing the participation of German 
generals in the establishment of American independence. 
Both of these men were noble specimens of the race from 
■which they sprung, and under the most unfavorable au- 
spices they have unfolded some of its finest qualities. 

What first led me to an inquiry into Kalb's personal 
history was the mysterious twilight in which his memory 
waa shrouded. Even the orthography of his name was un- 
certain. Some write it Kalbe, others Colb^, still others 
Kalb ; Mr. Bancroft names Alsace as his native land, 
while Lord Stormond, the English ambassador, assigns him 
to Switzerland. The year of hia birth varied between 1717 
and 17.S2; one authority credits his military antecedents to 
the Prussian, another to the Austrian, a third to the French 
army. The French employed him as a secret political 
agent, the Americana occasionally took hun for a French 
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spy, and ctbe in the revolutionary war hia appearance is 
meteoric, for he ia rarely or never mentioned up to the 
moment of hia heroic death on the field of Camden. Thiia 
bis image hovered in a romantic haze of the most opposite 
probabilities, all the more attractive by its contrast to the 
biography of Steuben, for which all the materials were 
found ready cut and dried with true Prussian exactitude. 
It affords me pleasure to say that my researches soon dis- 
pelled the mystery, and were rewarded with a very grati^- 
ing crop of historical discoveries, drawn from sources of 
which but one or two were previously known to the curious. 
One word as to these fountaiQ-headg. While at Waah- 
ingtoain 1856, I was accidentally fortunate in making the 
acquaintance of John Curroll Brent, Esquire, who had for 
years reprcaented the family of Kalb as their solicitor at 
the bar of Congress, To his kindness I am indebted for 
the address of the Viscountess d' Alzac, of Milon la Chapelle, 
Department Seine et Oise, the grand-daughter of Ealb, who 
is in posaesaioB of liis posthumous writings. On preferring 
to this lady a request for permission to inspect and, if nec- 
essary, to copy the papers of her grandfather, I was favor- 
ed with a letter from Mr. I. Nachtmann, a Polish refugee 
in consequence of the revolution of 1831. This gentleman, 
long in relations of intimacy with the family d'Alzac, had 
himself conceived the design of writing a life of Kalb, based 
upon the materials there at hand. He had progressed down 
to the year W5, producing a work which followed implicit- 
ly the Milon authorities, less remarkable, perhaps, for dis- 
crimination than for comj^etenesa in details. A corre- 
spondence of several years resulted in the purchase by me of 
Mr. Nacbtmann's MS., accompanied by copies of all papera 
of the general then in the possession of the family. It is 
hardly necessary to say that without these papera, and 
especially without Mr. Nachtmann's carefully prepared 
draught, it would have been impossibl'^ for me to have ac- 
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complished anything like a coherent narrative of Kalb's 
life and fortunes. 

In citing these anthorities I have designated them as 

Kalb's MS3. adding the name of "Nachtmann" up to the 
concluding point of that gentleman's labors, and adding 
"Milon la Chapelle," for the remaining period which extends 
from 1776 to 1780. The latter were comparatively sterile, 
because Kalb's numerous letters from America mainly relate 
to matters of personal or domestic interest, and but rarely 
touch upon public affairs and military movements ; they were, 
however, of great value in enabling me to fix dates and locali- 
ties with undoubted accuracy. 

To Mr. George Bancroft I am under special obligations 
for the loan of the principal papers respecting Kalb's first 
journey to America. The evidences of Kalb's birth and ex- 
traction I owe to the kindness of my frierid, Professor K. L. 
Aegidi, now professor at Bonn, and the obliging assistance 
of the Reverend Mr. Reclmagel, pastor of Kirchenaurach, 
Conaistorial Councilor Dr. George Kapp, of Munich, and 
Mr. Philip Peust, then of Erlangen, now lawyei' at Fiirth. 

My friend, M. Louis Tdbort, of Paris, supplied me with 
some valuable data from the papers of the ministry of war, 
and, long after I had renounced all hope of further dis- 
coveries, my friend, Mr. John Bigelow, then American Con- 
sul in the last-named city, discovered, in the archives of the 
same ministry, no less than thirty letters and documents of 
Kalb's, of which he had the goodness to procure copies for 
me. In this disinterested act of friendship he received, at 
the hands of M. Blondel, the custodian of these archives, 
that courteous assistance which has always distinguished 
the oflBcials of the French government. 

The libraries of the Historical Societies at New York and . 
Baltimore contain very valuable documents. In the latter 
city the manuscript papers of General Gist, as well &a other 
writings, cited in the course of the work, turned out to be 
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extremely prodnctive. In New York the papers of Oener^ 
Gates were particularly ricli in materials, aad of iacalcala- 
ble value for my purposes. The librarians of these institu- 
tions, Mr. George H. Moore here, aad Mr. A. M. Bogera of 
Baltimore, aided my efforts with their accustomed kindness. 

All these gentlemen are requested to accept my heartfelt 
thanks for the friendship thus extended. 

In the oflBce of the Secretary of State at Washington I 
had no difBcnlty in obtaining the consent of General Cass to 
my taking copies of letters and documents relating to the 
subject of this memoir. Under the administration of Mr. 
Seward, several excerpts from a volume coutaiuing the De 
Ealb and the Du Coudray papers were withheld ijrom me 
on the ground that they were deemed not relevant to my 
subject. A written demonstration to the contrary, which I 
furnished, received no attention. On the whole, no change 
has taken place in the narrow-minded jealousy with which 
the revolutionary documentfi are guarded in Washington, 
anymore than in the neglected early education of the gentle- 
men who guard them. The unsophisticated Tiews of these 
worthy functionaries on matters of historical interest are 
without a parallel in the present century. 

The following correspondence took place between the 
State Department and m^elf in relation to this subject. 
DsFAxmsKr o? Statk, } 
Waahinglon, December 11, 1861. ( 
FsiBDRiCH E.k?p, Esq., 122 Broadmai/, New York. 

Sm: It is nudeiBtood that you Imve recently made application for 
capee of certain invoices among the Du Coudiay papers on file in 
this Department, for tbe purpose of throwing light on a life of the 
Baron de Kalb, which you propose to publiah. As no connection can 
be discovered between the papers reqaeHl«d and the proposed life of 
De Kalb, you are informed that such copies will not be allowed to be 
taken unlen you can oSer a sufficient explanation in this regard. 
I am your obedient servant, 

F. W. SawjBD, Assisiani Secrelaiy, 
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To which letter I replied as follows; 

New Yore, Deomber \1ih, 1661. 
Hon, p. W. Sbwabd, Assistant Secretary </ Stale, Wcuhinffbm. 

Sir: In repl;^ ^ Jo*''' favor of the tlth inst., refusing roe tlte ue 
of the Du Coudray Papers, on the rolls of your Deportment, unkn I 
can offer a sufficient eiptanatioa, that they have a ooniLection with 
the Life of Baroo De CtJb, which I am now writing, I beg to taj 
that Dn Condray was a, French officer, who, with the knowledge of 
the French gOTernment, intended to come over to the United State* 
in company with Baron De Kalh, and was charged wiUi the ship- 
ment of several invoices of aramuDition, goods and cannon, in aid of 
the Colonies. 

As it is one of the essential points in my biography of De Eilb to 
elucidate the part taken by the French goTemmimt io the American 
strosgle of independence, you will see at ones the bearii^ of thoas 
papers upon my subject. I cannot establish my proofs without 
r^erence to those identical invoices contained in the Dn Coodray 

Another point is the action taken by Beaumarchais, who, in hii 
desire of vindicating to himself eiclusively the honor of having pro- 
cured French goods and money in aid of the Revolution, made an 
attack both upon Du Coodray and De Kalb, as well as afterwards 
upon the Washington government, which he accused of fnnd and 
fabe dealings to all Europe. To refute such charges b not only in 
the interest of my work, but of the fair fame of this Bepublic. If the 
above information should not prove sufficient to overcome the con- 
scientious scruples of your department, respecting the connection 
between the life of one of the revolutionary heroes, and the light 
thrown upon the action of the French government in that revolution, 
by the Du Coudray Papers, I beg to refer your clerks to Willard, 
tossing, or Wilson, or almost any school-book on American History. 
Such being the case, your reply upon my application evinces, aUow 
me to say, a gross ignorance prevailing in your department with 
r^ard to the elementary knowledge of the history of this oountry. 
The department might have avoided such eitposure, if there had been 
good sense and literary breeding enough to know that every historian 
of character and responsibility must judge for himself as to the im- 
pOTUDce of the papers which he wishes to use ot to oonsolt, and that 
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he (Jiiima the permission of perusing the same as his light in ihe in- 
terest of historical truth, not aa a favor dependent upon the good wiH 
of ignorant clerks. If it be therefore not id; right to have those 
copies, I have no disposition to ask a. favor. 

I am, air, respectfully, jrour obdt. servant, 

Frieobich Kapf. 

In January, 1862, I called at the State Department, and 
waa informed by the then Chief Cleric, Mr. Hunter, that the 
reasons given by me to be allowed access to the Du Coudray 
Papers had not been deemed aatiafactory. Subsequently I 
saw Senator Charles Sumner, and in the course of my con- 
versation with him, I complained of the treatment I had 
received from the State Department. Mr. Sumner, with that 
obliging kindness and courtesy which the world over dis- 
tinguishes the gentleman, at once volunteered his services 
to procure me copies of the documents in question. On 
April 17, 1862, he enclosed to mo the following letter : 

Dbpartmemt op Star, ) 

Washinglon, April 15, 1862. ( 
Hon. GhabLiBs StmNEB, Setmde Chamber. 

Sir; This Department accedes to the request which has been 
made by you, that Mr. Kapp may have access to certain papers that 
are among the Revolutionary Archives; or Mr. Kapp can have tbe 
papers referred to copied in tlie Department, by conforming to the 
requirements of law in this rej^atd. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

William H. Seward. 

As grateful as I was to the distiDguisbed Senator for his 
interference, I did not feel disposed to avail myself of Mr. 
Seward's tardy permission. Having been warned by a former 
sad experience in the State Department, I had neglected 
nothing to conform with the requirements of the law io this 
respect, and I therefore considered the condition mentioned 
in Mr. Steward's note as a mere excuse to the Senator. Be- 
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fndes, for three unsuccessful trips to Wtiehington, and for 
copying io tlie Department, I had already apeat considerably 
more than my means at that time would permit. 

I ahould have wLshed to correct an error which I had 
committed in my life of Steuben, where, mentioning the deal- 
ings between Beaamarchaia and the United States, I had 
charged the latter as being in fault, while a later and more * 
thorough study of the subject convinced me that the only 
blame in these transactions properly fell on the shoulders 
of Beaumarchais. If I omitted to fulfil this duty, Mr. 
Seward's subordinates have to account for it. 

Be that as it may, the materials enumerated exhaust the 
subject, and. even cast new and important liglits upon the 
political relations of France to England, and the. present 
United States, from the year 1767 to 1777, as well as upon 
some of the designs, hitherto unknown, of the French state»- 
men of that era. In these disclosures, Kalb is invested with 
a political no less than with a military interest. His inter- 
course with Choiseul and Broglie, Lafayette and Washing- 
ton, unfold the inmost recesses of the history of the period, 
and carry the reader far beyond the narrow confines of a 
military career, into the mazes of international politics. 

While the life of every man is a reflection, more or less 
Mthful, of the history of his time, which, indeed, is but 
the product of the welded activity of its thinkers and 
agents, Kalb is pecnltarly a true son of the eighteenth cent- 
ury. Issuing from the undermost strata of society, and 
scaling its heights by dint of native power, he labors wit- 
tingly and willingly to bring out the form and pressure of 
the age, and bears in every feature the stamp of its faults 
and of its glories, of its paltry political misery and its lofly 
republican aspirations, its craven deference to timewom 
prejudice, and its titanic wrestlings with hoary tradition. 
FEIBDRICa Kapp. 
Bebun, Jtmuary 1881. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

Eaib's pEDiaBra ihd Bibth. — Entxbs the Frkuch Sirtice, and Aeavnn 1 
Title or (foBiLiTT. — HisMotites. — Ccbbent Opinions ortaiLABT Gem- 

IDRTOH TBE SdBJECT Or THE DlTIEREKCES BETWEEN THE TaHIODB COHDI- 

TiONS IN Life. — Eai.b a Liedtknant in the Reoihekt Loewindal. — 
Ealb's Cahpaisns in Flaniiebs and Alsacb. — Thb School or Makshal 

SAZK. KALBBECOMEaACATTAlN, AdJDTANT, ANI>" OrriCIKBDE Ufa'AIL". 

— Qabbisons whebe he was Stationed ih Tikes or Peace. — HisDdties 

AND SSBTICE& — CAPrTDLABT AhTICLBS OF THE FOBEION BEaiHENTB. — 

Ealb'b Flan or an Intabion or Enqland, and Cbeatioh ot a Bodt or 
Maeine Infahtet. — Thb Paojict Failb or Adoption at Tebbaillis. — 
He Setubns to Cahbbat and Obtains a Haior'b Couiibbiom ur 17Be. 

TT was not, as has been hitherto erroneously supposed, the 
■^ lordly castle of a German baron, but the hamble cottago 
of aFranconian peasant, which gave to the world the hero 
whose career these pages are intended to commemorate. 

John Kalb was bom the 29th of June, 1721, at Huetten- 
dorf, a village then belonging to the Margraviate of Bay- 
reuth, afterward under Prussian sovereignty, but at present 
incorporated with the parish of Franenanrach in the Bavarian 
district of Erlangen. His father, John Leonard Kalb, waa 
the son of Hans Kalb, yeoman, of Leinburg, near Altdorf, 
and figured in the church records of Frauenaurach as " so- 
jonmerand peasant of Huetteiidorf." On the 24th of April, 
1715, he married Mrs. Margavet Putz, of Huettendoi-f, whose 
maiden name was Seitz, and her birthplace Escheabach. Tho 
issue of this marriage, besides our hero, already named, were 
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two sona, of whom the eldest, George, bom November 16, 
1718, died as a peasant at Stadeln, near Fuertb, while the 
yo'ongeat, Andrew, bora the 17th of January, 1727, inherited 
the bomestead at Huettendorf. John passed his childhood in 
bis father's house, and received his earliest schooling at Krie- 
genb'ronn. Then he became s waiter, and aa aiich, when 
barely sixteen years of age, be went abroad.' At this point 
his trace is tost for years. There can be but little doubt tbat 
he soon found bis way to France, and cast his lot with military 
men, for about the close of tbe year 1743 the peasaut boy 
Hans Kalb turns up as Jean de Kalb, lieutenant in he regiment 
Loewendal of Fi-ench infantry,' How he reached these foi^ 
eign parts, and how he achieved his position there, I have 
not succeeded in ascertaining; nor is it probable tbat any 
Qutbentic cine to the mystery will ever be discovered. 

Throughout the last century, more than at any other time, 
ihe line of distinction between the character of an adventurer 
and that of a hero is very dim, often scarcely discernible ; and 
the antecedents of many a man who, at a subsequent stage of 
hia career has scaled the beighta of fame, are checkered with 
alteraate displaya of either. The force of circumataucea aeeras 
to have thrust Kalb into tbe patb of adventure in early life, 
while his staid and sober disposition tended to impel him in 
the opposite direction. It is very clear that his advancement 
was facilitated by his assumption of nobility, and in tbe high- 
est degi'ee probable that it was achieved by some act of gal- 
lantry in the hce of tbe enemy. But where and how he 
acquired the manners and the tnowledge necessary to main- 
tain his ground, is a queetiou difficult to anawer. If he had 
entered a regiment commanded by Frenchmen, the inference 
would be that he was enabled to sustain his i-ftle by the limit- 
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ed acquuiitaocfl of the French officers of that day with Ger- 
man society and habits. But we find him in a corps, which, 
though enlJBted under French colors, was officered almost 
ezolosively by Crerman noblemen, thus bringing him into 
contact with men who must have had an accurate knowledge 
of the German nobility, and some of whom may have be- 
longed to the same province, or at least may have been con- 
nected with the landed gentry of that neighborhood by the 
ties of blood or friendship. 

Kalb's assumption of a title not legally belonging to him 
IB not at all sarpiising, in view of the fact that none of the 
armies of that day admitted the claims of a commoner to 
promotion, and that shortly before the breaking ont of the 
French rerotnUoa (in 1T81) the privilege of holding commis- 
sions in the army was restricted to nobles of at least four 
ancestors.* Indeed, the nobility of that period may be said 
to have comprised the whole of its good society. Even Fred- 
erick the Great went so far as to attribute to that order a 
higher sense of honor and a more profound insight into the 
art of war and the mystery of statecraft, and to limit the 
appointment of untitled men to important offices to the most 
exceptional cases. Nor did the alighted classes resent their 
sabordination, or regard it as anything worthy of comment. 
Puetter, the celebrated jurist of Goettingen, a contemporary 
of Kalb, always felt himself especially honored when some 
count or baron addressed him, or even vouchsafed to chat 
with him during the lazy hours of the bathing season at 
Pyrmont. It is well known that Goethe was profoundly 
flattered at being admitted to the edifying conversation of 
Bome obscnre prince at Karlsbad, and his annals recoi'd as 
preeminently noteworthy that the Prince of Reoss, a poten- 
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tate who but for this mentioo would have gone to his grave 
unknown to posterity, always honored him with " an aSable 
and gracious demeanor." A hnndred such instances might 
be cited to show the peculiar fascination exercised by the 
pnrely factitious blazon of nobility even upon the leading 
minds of that era. As a partial compensation for this injustice 
the favored class of that day good-naturedly acquiesced in 
the nobility of any one who managed to assume the title and 
the eicternal badges of the order, without inquiring closely 
into his peiiigree. This was particularly the case in France, 
where men whore just awakening to a sense of the absurdity 
of these prejudices. Hence that swarm of adventnrers who 
wormed their way into these circles of the qoality, where tbey 
were generally tolerated, and often pelted, nniit some caprice 
or accident hurled them back into their original obbvion. 

Like hundreds before and after him — of whom St. Arnaud 
and Peraigny may serve as examples — Kalb adopted the 
means best calculated to lift him out of the narrow confines 
of his native condition into a more advantageous pOMtioo. 
Regarding this step in the light of his time, it cannot be judged 
too mildly. The title of nobility was simply the password 
which unlocked the world to him, the indispensable starting- 
point for all further operations. One more soruple on his 
part, and the world would probably have gained a sturdy 
yeoman, but lost a bei'o ! 

Be that as it may, our hero h henceforth Baron de Kalb. 
the Kalb of history. The regiment formed by Count Loe- 
wendal on the first of Septemberf 1743, to which, about the 
close of the same year, we liud him attached as lieutenant, 
was then stationed in Flanders, and shared in the brilliant 
though ultimately baiTen victories won by the French armies 
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nnder Marshal Saxe over the anited forces of the English, 
Dntcfa, and Aostriaos. 

The war of the Austrian Saccesmon, theretofore confioed 
to Germany, was juBt then aasaming European dimensiona. 
France, true to her ancient policy of hostility to Austria, had 
entered into the contest in 1T40, merely as the ally of the 
elector Albert of Bavaria, in opposition to the pretenuons of 
Maria Theresa; in 1744, however, she openly declared war 
ag^nHt Great Britain and Austria. To drive the English out 
of the Ketherlauds, Louis XY. himself entered Flanders, 
opened the campaign with the siege of Menin, vhich sur- 
rendered after a brief resistance, and proceeded to invest 
Tpres and Fumes, which were also speedily reduced. The 
Loewendal regiment took a prominent part in these three 
operations. When the Austrians invaded Alsace in oonsid* 
erable force, Louis resolved to conduct 40,000 of the flower 
of his victorious Flemish army to the support of Marshal 
Coigny on the Rhine. At Metz, however, the king fell dan- 
gerously ill. The French, instead of driving the enemy across 
or into the Rhine, frittered away their forces in exhausting 
marches, fatile manteavres, and petty engagements. One of 
the latter was the brilliant attack upon the village of Augen- 
heim, in which again the Loewendal regiment gained peculiar 
distinction. The French took the place on the 23d of August, 
1744, after a determined resistance on the part of the Aus- 
trian grenadiers and Hungarians, but gave the Prince of Loi^ 
rfune time, upon the news of the irruption of Frederick IL into 
Bohemia, to make good the passage of the Rhine without 
molestation, and then to march upon Prague by way of Swabia 
and the Upper Palatinate. Instead of pursuing the enemy, 
the French contented themselves with the couquest of the 
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Brisgov, and (wncladed the campaign ia Xovember, 1744, 
with the takuig of Freibarg, ander the wal)s of which alone 
thef lost twelve thousand men. In this aiege, also, the Loe- 
wendal regiment was engaged, so that in the course of a ungle 
year, Kalb had a share in three u^es and one hoUy-conteat- 
ed battle. 

In the following year, 1749, his regiment rejoined the 
army of Marshal Saxe in the Netherlands. At the battle of 
Fontenoy, fought May II, 174S, it formed a part of the re- 
serve which was under the command of Loewendal himself; 
and in pursuance of this victory, which was mainly brought 
about by the gallantry of the foreign regiments, it assisted at 
the capture of Qhent, Oudenarde, Ostende, and Nieuport. 
Id &ct, if we except the battles of Lafeld and Kaucoux, there 
is hardly a decisive event in the course of these campaigns 
in which the regiment was not distinguished. Thus, in 1746, 
it was active at the reduction of Hny and Namnr, In 1747 
it shared in the talcing of Eduse and Sar de Gand, and in the 
still more celebrated storming of Bergen op Zoom, which 
brought its commander the marshal's baton ; in 1748 it 
mded in the siege and capture of Mastricht, at the close of 
which the French, ezhansted by the war, purchased the peace 
of Aiz-la-Chapelle by the surrender of all their conquests in 
the Netherlands. 

It was Kalb's good fortune to receive his military training 
in the school of Marshal Saxe, the greatest captwn of Europe 
in the period intervening between the career of Prince 
Eugene and that of Frederick the Great, and whom the latter 
venerated as the " professor of all the Earopean generals," 
But Loewendal too was a general fittod to stand beside the 
ablest chieftms of the age, and particularly eminent in the 
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art of reducing fortificaUons. From the subordinate position 
occupied hj our hero, it is but natural that his name does not 
figure in the reports of this war; but there is evidence in 
papers still extant that he was even then a diligent and ener- 
getic officer, occupying all his leisure moments in the study 
priocipallyofthe modern languages, and of the higher brancbos 
of mathematics as applied to the art of fortiGcation and to 
the internal organization of various bodies of troops. Under 
these circumstances he could not fail to attract the attention 
of his superiors, and was not only assigned to services of im- 
portance, bnt rapidly promoted. In 1747 be was made cai^ 
tain and adjutant, and also charged with the duties of an 
" officer of detail." 

This designation was peculiar to the French army of the 
eighteenth century, and combined the offices of general man- 
ager and judge of the regiment. It was for the incumbent to 
superintend all its afiaii-s, fiom the most trivial mioutifeof 
daily routine to the most important points of discipline and 
jurisprudence. The colonel gave the regiment bis name and 
was its representative abroad, the officer of det^ controlled 
its internal administration. He conducted the correspondenoo 
with the commanding generid and the minister of war, re- 
ported the condition of the men, made requisitions to meet 
their wants, scrutinized and expounded the articles of war— 
of which each regiment then had its own — vindicated their 
rights as against their superiors, su^ested rewards and punish- 
ments, and acted, in short, as the virtual head of the regiment. 

A position at once bo honorable to a yoong officer, and so 
responsible, could be well filled only by a man of intelligence, 
energy, and integrity. It was occupied by Kalb during 
almost the entire duration of the peace which preceded the 
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Seven Tears' War, His regiment wasin garrison at Pfalzburg 
and Cambray. Our hero was Dot only stndioua of faithfiiUy 
performing the diitiesof his office, but also endeavored, as laras 
in him lay, to correct existing abosea, and to infuse coherence 
and humanity into the barbarous and contradictory codes by 
which bis own and othet regiments were governed. The ar- 
ticles of war, or capitulations, adopted at the formation or 
subsequent reorganizations of the various regiments of the 
French army, produced an anomalous slate of things replete 
with donbt and incongrnities. Every regiment was a close 
corporation, a petty state within itself, and of course exces- 
ravely jealons of its "rights and A'anchises." What in one 
regiment was enjoined by the law, was punished in another 
as a crime. Every " Capitulation," was an independent treaty 
between the King of France of the one part, and the for- 
eign soldiers of the other. The latter sold their services 
in consideration of the most fovorablestipniations and privi- 
lege!!, which the former accorded lavishly or sparingly, accord- 
ing to the urgency of his military necessities. Thus, each 
regiment occupied a portion of its own, and its disoipline 
frequently came into conflict with that of the rest of the 
army. In spite, or rather in consequence of the most precise 
direotioas in reference to disdptine, arms, uniform, subdat- 
ence, and police, in peace and war, doubts and difficnltieB fre- 
quently arose, which were passed upon by the minister of 
war on the report of the officer of detaiL Kalb devoted 
himself to this portion of his task with the greatest zeal, en- 
deavoring either to resolve his doubts by taking the advice 
of bis colleagues in other foreign regiments, or, &iling that, 
to settle important points by the dedsion of the minister him- 
BOli. To give an instance among many — a conrt-martial of 
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his reipment had coDdemaod to death a deserter who, after 
having sold his uniform !□ a foragn country, had returned to 
Franoe, and been arrested. A minority of the judges die- 
sented, and voted for the gauntlet, oa the ground that capi- 
ttd punishment was oaly ineurred where the deserter was ar- 
rested out of the kingdom. On the 20th of August-, 1761, 
Kalb submitted the case to the minister of war. Count d'Ar- 
genaon, who, on 2lBt of September, decided in favor of the mild- 
er sentence, on the ground of the ordinances of the regiment. 
The independent jurisdiction of the regimental court- 
martials often led to the most intolerable abuses. Id the 
absence of a regular course of procedure, particularly in 
police matters, the accused was often exposed to the arbitrary 
cruelty of narrow-minded judges, Ealb did what he could 
to redress these grievances, and corresponded with the 
ofScers of detail of all the other German regiments in the 
service, with the view oF approximating harmony in the dis- 
tribution of pnoisbments. Thus, for instance, it was the rule 
with most of the regiments, that public women detected in 
the barracks fell under the jurisdiction of the colonel. The 
latter usually had them publicly whipped by the very soldiers 
in whose company they had been caught. It was revolting to 
the men to be made the instruments of such a chnstisement, 
and they often vented their aversion to so sudden im exchange 
of the functions of a paramour for those of the headle, in acts 
of flagrant insubordination. On one occasion of this kind in 
Nancy, in 1748, three grenadiers were hung for mutiny. 
Though nnsuccessful in his efforts to bring about the total 
abolition of this degrading punishment, Kalb at least effected 
the dispensation of the men of his own regiment from being 
the instruments of it.* 
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Nor is it in these more importaot matters aloDe tbat Kalb 
watched over the interests of the soldiers entrusted to bim. 
He was equally vigilant in the smallest matters of det^I. At 
one time he ia called upon to indicate the cl^m to fii^en beds 
accorded to the German inlantry b; a capitulation of May 
1, 1733, in which he is sostained hj the miniater of war 
against the commiBsary-gnneral. Ag^n be is found prooaring 
a decision adjusting differences between the major attached to 
a post and the major attached to the regiment which gar- 
risons the post, and determining which of them shall be 
entitled to claim the sword of a regimental officer who 
dies in garrison. And ag^n he obtains the extradition of 
deserters who have been mustered into a French regiment, 
and accomplishes the ascertainment of the rule under which 
s soldier may change his regiment without incurring the 
penalty of desertion. Neither did the deta'ls of the service 
distract his attention from the scientific branches of hia 
profession, on the one band, or the political horizon which 
foreboded the speedy return of hostilities between England 
and France on the other. In conclading the peace of Aix-lar 
Chapelle in 1748 both parties had studiously left the terms so 
vague, and their mutual claims to certain American posses- 
fflons so undecided, that the war was unavoidably renewed at 
the earliest opportunity. During all the eight years that 
ensued, the two nations were eying each other in an attitude 
of preparation. In 1754, before the Seven Years' War was 
thought of, skirmishes and encounters frequently occurred 
between the English and the French garrisons in Canada, and 
on the Ohio and IKssiRsippi, in which the English were gen- 
erally worsted. The war had already become inevitable, 
althongh it was not formally declared before the beginning 
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of the year 1756. Salb was well aware of ita approach, and, 
though a German, he chemhed his full share of the hatred 
of the French against the English. 

Convinced of the inadequacy of the means of maritime 
defence then at the disposal of France, he ventured, about 
end of the year 1754, when the news of the first dbtnrbanoea 
in America was received in France, to snbmit to SL Machault, 
the minister of marine, a plan for the formaUon of a foreign 
re^ment of marine infantry, which was to be organized with 
a particular view to sudden landings on the coasts of England 
and her colonies. Then as now the British were tormented 
by perpetual fears of a French invasion of the island. In 
1744 Marshal Saxe had engaged in preparations for a landing, 
in concert with the Scotch pretender, at Dunkirk, and had 
thereby constrtuned the withdrawal of the English forces 
&om Flanders quite as effectually as if the threat had been 
actually carried out. The success of the marshal on that 
occasion appears to have first directed Kalb'a attention to the 
subject. How well his plan accorded with the national Incli- 
nations, and how popular a project of this kind always has 
been and always will be, has been abundantly shown by the 
subsequent history of the monarchy, the republic, and the 
empire. Two years after the rejection of Kalb's proportion 
Marshal Belleisle, the successor of d'Argenson as minister of 
war, conceived the design of crossing the channel in fiat-bot- 
tomed craft, and was seconded in this bairbr^ned project by 
the moat influential parties of the court, headed by that my^ 
terions personage, the Count St. Germain. In 1769 Choiseul 
managed to secure the neutrality of Holland and the alliance 
of Sweden, for the purpose of enabling him to land in Eng- 
land and dictate terms of peace to the enemy in London 
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itself. Hia fleet, however, waa disabled in the Bay of Qiiib» 
rOD, which fraatrated a moTement undertaken at immeiiBe 
expense. Like a sacred tradition these expeditions recur as 
often as a war with England is declared or threatened. 
Louis ZVL made umilar preparationa Under the directoiy 
a fleet of gunboats was maint^ned in the channel for years, 
with a like object. Napoleon L is well knowD to hare enter- 
tMued similar designs at Boulogne, and the lower empire 
would not' be the faithful caricature of its predecessor which 
it is, if its ChaaTins did not brandish their sabres at the 
northern horizon, and prate of the humiliation of England in 
her own capita), whenever it served the tarn of their lord and 
master. Let oa hear Ealh's own exposition of bis views of 
the best means of hnmbling the pride of Albion in his day.' 
" A regiment of foreign marines," he ssya in his memorial, 
"would be of nndoubted advantage to the king. It shonld 
number from eight to twelve hundred men, and would have to 
serve on land, on the coast, in the colonies, and on board the 
navy, and be composed of Germans, Danes, Swedes, English- 
men, inhabitants of our own seaboard provinces, but above all 
things of Irishmen, The latter are universally knowii to be 
the best sailors and marines of the English navy ; besides, 
they are Roman Catholics. Their conconrse to onr flag 
might make it possible for us to people a conwderable part 
of our colonies with thom. By making this disposition of 
them we might secure the adherence of numbers of Irishmen 
in any undertaking against the naval power, the colonies, or 
the provinces of England, and might keep ourselves well 
informed of all the hostile movements of the British. All 
the world is aware of the hatred cherished by tho Irish against 
the English, The former never served the latter for any 
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othor reaaoD than the want of better employment. It is re- 
markable that this project has not been broached heretofore. 
How invalnable woald such a corps have been to the State at - 
the time when the king had sixteen thoosand Irishmen in his 
service I For ax and forty years France has had no more 
trusty soldiers, none who served her, on all occasions, with 
greater zeal and efficiency. But they would have been much 
more naeftil at sea than on land, for the former most be re- 
garded as their native element." 

After detailing the advantages to be derived from the 
adoption of his plan, Kalb proceeds to discnss the diapodtion 
of the force to be raised. 

" Detachments," he continues, " should be sent to Quebec 
and Lonisbnrg, and recruited in Nova Scotia, which colony is 
almost exclusively inhabited by English and Irish Catholics. 
By this means we should be furnished with every information 
which it would be to our interest to receive from that portion 
of America. Other detachments could be usefully employed 
at Martinique, Guadaloupe, and Marie Oalante, as these islands 
command all the other French and all the English possessions 
in that quarter, in consequence of the easterly winds prevful- 
ing there from year's end to year's end, and which would enable 
ns in twenty-four hours to reach Barbadoea, Antigua, and the 
remaining English Antilles, which carry on considerable com* 
meroe. The same advant^e is offered by Cape Franjius, the 
best harbor in that portion of San Domingo, subject to the 
King, which lies to windward of Jamaica, the most important 
English possession in America. A strong detachment of the 
regiment posted there, and commanded by officei-s of zeal and 
intelligence, might secure the fullest and most reliable 
intelligence about the strength of the EngUsb, their movo- 
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meats, their weak points, and the best means of smprisiDg 
them, 

" If the regiment is to render the service fairly to be ex- 
pected, it mnst be formed and instructed in time. Soldiers 
reared in a disdpline of years may be depended on for im- 
plicit obedience in any enterprise, while ignorance of the 
conntry and of the hostile resonrces will always expose an 
army to the misfortnaes which befell the fleet commanded by 
the Due d'Antin in 1740 and 1741. His attack upon Ja- 
maica failed from utter want of knowletige of the country. 
Had he been in command of soldiers such as I propose to 
raise, he would have been sufficiently apprised that the English 
had not a tenth part of the force attributed to them inhis 
calculations. Besides, it is notorious that the British suc- 
ceeded in taking Fort St. Louis on San Domingo only on ac- 
count of the cowardice of the garrison ; they could never 
have reduced it, had it been defended by a well-disciplined 
force such as I have suggested." 

]Salb concludes his memorial by proposing to bestow the 
commissions on the Catholic nobility and gentry of Kngland 
and Ireland, as a measure most acceptable to the younger 
sons of those families, and calculated greatly to multiply the 
devoted subjects of the French crown. 

The plan is accompanied by two specifications, which ex- 
haust the technical detmls of the project. The first of these 
supplements discusses the composition and oiganization of the 
regiment, its pay, equipment, and disdpHne ; while the second 
gives the outlines of a " capitulation " designed to regulate 
the rights and duties of the regiment as ag^nst the crown. 

The work has here been reproduced in its leading details^ 
because it brings out in bold relief the young officer's poUd' 
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cal inteUigence and military scqairementB. He BpealcB with- 
out reserve or oirouinlocation, not as a oraven sycopbaDt, 
greedy of private gaia, bat as a man convinced of the merits 
of bis case, and anxious to make all the energies of his adopt* 
ed country available against its most formidable foe. 

Nor did Kalb deceive himself as to the obataoles to be 
enconntered. He saw very clearly that his subordinate posi- 
tion in the military hierarchy was a hindrance in hia path, 
the more so as his designs involved the most important ques- 
tions of foreign politics, of the finances, and of colonial de- 
fence. Aside from these scruples on the score of the publio 
welfare, he also came into collision with the interests of the 
colonels who commanded foreign regiments in the French 
service, and recruited them in Ireland, Germany, and the sea- 
board provinces. 

While the king and his mistresses were wasting millions, 
and scandalously neglecting the army and the soldier, the 
minister of marine, to sustain the existing eatabliahment, was 
driven to exercise the most rigid parsimony, and could hardly 
be expected to consent to an expenditure less indispensable 
than others, and admitting of no teat of its practical efficacy 
except tKe ordeal of actual warfiire. 

Nevertheless, Kalb made the effijrt, and followed it np 
with vigor and skill. He enlisted the cooperation of an older 
officer, Lieatenant-oolonel Niell, of the Diilon regiment, by 
designating him for the colonelcy of the proposed organiza- 
tion, of which Kalb was to be the senior major. Directing 
his first operation against the opposition of the colonels, ho 
undertook to dissipate their fears of his competition with 
their reorniting sergeants, by showing that the new regiment, 
instead of interfering with the old ones, would attract so 
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many rGcmits, aa to open a new and abundant sonrce of sap- 
ply to all tbe foreign regiments. Finding tha there was little 
hope of convincing the mluiBter by means of a written corre- 
Bpondence, be procured a iiirlongh, and travelled, early in the 
year 1755, from Cambray to Paris, where lie obtained andi- 
ences of the minister of war and marine, and their subordi* 
nates. He also endeavored to make interest with the most 
inflnential persons at the Court of Versailles. The Keeper of 
the Great Seal received hira with especial kindness, and en^ 
conrt^ed him in the active prosecution of his purpose. For 
a moment things looked promiung, and success imminent ; 
but the naval minister, on whose accession everything de- 
pended, soon showed a disposition to procraatmate. M. de 
Machault was lavish in the praise of the originator of the 
plan, but deferred its detailed esaminatioa from day to day. 
The English colonels were particularly active in their in- 
trigues gainst Katb. His fnend Niell, of more mature ex- 
perience, and better acquainted with the ways of the court, 
advised him to gain over one or two of Madame de Pompa- 
dour's especial faforites, by promising them the patronage 
of the most Incrative positions connected vrith the new regi- 
ment, and to allure de la Porte, the first secretary of the 
minister of marine, by cutting down the estimates to the 
lowest figure. This conrtly game was repulsive to Kalb's 
frank and open nature. He answered his friend by saying 
that he was advocating a public measure, in which he coveted 
nothing for himself except an opportunity of aohieving mili- 
tary distinction, and that he would not stoop to the rAle of a 
flatterer or a suppliant. Preferring to renounce his plan, 
and preserve his military honor, he left Paris in May, 1755, 
and returned to his garrison at Cambray, where, in the fol- 
lowing year, he was promoted to a majority in his regiment. 
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r I iiiE Seven Years* War, through which we are now to 
-*- follow the fortnnes of Major Kalb, will claim oar atten- 
tion in go far ooly as oar hero was actively concerned in it. 
Keitherin a personal nor in a political point of view do we 
find him in an enviable position. The ignominy and disaster 
of the French arms could not but throw a shade upon every 
officer, however individually brave and effective, and could 
not but embitter the parsnlt of his profession. Moreover, a 
German could feel but little honor in finding himself arrayed 
against his country in the war which for the first time after 
more than a century of national humiliation, restored the 
pride of his people, and brought them back to the upward 
course of political and intellectaal progress. Much as Kalb 



^oiizodbvCoo^It: 



18 LIFE OP KALB. 

reaented tlie former grievance, the in&tieDces of the times do 
doubt made him perfectly callous to the latter; nor in ja&- 
tice can he be made answerable for this his position in the 
French army. 

The practice of taking Bervice under the French Sag 
must be considered in connection with the lamentable con- 
dition of the German people in the period intervening be- 
tween the middle of the seventeenth and that of the 
dghteentfa century. Germany had well-nigh bled to death 
in tbe Reformation. It had vindicated the liberty of the 
individual judgment in matters of iaith, but had failed to 
make the same principle the corner-stone of its political and 
social structure. The Thirty Years' War had broken down 
the power of the nation. The Peace of Westphalia but set 
the seal npou its impotence, which it perpetuated by ac- 
knowledging the virtual sovei-eignty of the vassal of the 
buried empire. The petty princes thus emancipated from 
the control of the emperor, bnt too weak to defend them- 
selves, sought protection and support abroad, particularly in 
France, which, for the very purpose of bruising the strength 
of its neighbor, constituted itself the goardian of what it 
called the " German liberties " — a termintended to designate 
the privileges usurped by these petty magnates — and which 
thereby attained the dignity of arbiter in the afisirs of 
Europe. It was a natural incident of this system that the 
centralizing despotism of Louis XIY. was stndionsly imitated 
by the narrow-minded, pnny, and brutal German satraps. 
Paris and Versailles were the models, the potent influence 
of which speedily penetrated the inmost heart of Germany. 
French licentiousness and statecraft soon remained the only 
tics of union and accord between the divided and jealous 
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potentates. The very GremuiD sovereigns wbo stickled so 
persistently for the indioia of rank and dignity at home, 
crawled in the dnet before Louis XIY. and bis successor, 
took the wages of their degradation in large sums of ready 
money, and volniitarily abased tbemaelves before tbe most 
iDsignifioant French noblemen. A conspicaous bat by no 
means solitary instance is fbnnd in the beliavior of the elec- 
tor Charles Albert of Bavaria, afterward Charles VII., 
toward the Duke of Belleisle, in whom he venerated " the 
creator of his good fortune, the arbiter of bis fate." 

Even after the inglorious issue of tbe Seven Tears' War 
tbe Gei-man princes flocked to the standard of France, leav- 
ing their pride of place behind them. " All the German 
princes, sovereigns at home," says Sfigur in his Memoirs, 
"were treated as equals by the French nobility in Fans. 
No one ever heard of any distinction being made between 
Prince Mai of Denxponts, the future King of Bavaria, 
and tbe French nobles who served with him, or kept hia 
company." These princes of the empire forfeited their com- 
missions and their honor by refusing to accept a challenge 
from a needy French adventurer. The fondness of tbe 
French gentry for sach encounters with their princely com- 
rades, and the equivocal renown achieved by some of the 
latter in accepting these opportunities, are the theme of ex- 
tended narratives given by S^gnr of occurrences in the eighth 
decade of that century.* 

In the eyes of the men of VerBiilles, the peoples existed 
simply as objects of barter and trade by cabinets and di- 
plomatists. The arbitrary will of the prince was the sn- 
prerae law, tbe vivifying and invigorating power of the 
State ; in sovereign ignorance of national conditions and na- 
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tioual relations, the monarob's aellisli and purblind policy 
Bubverted the prosperity of his subjects, and respected no 
limit and no law except his fancy and caprice. Between the 
despotism of France and that of Germany, there w&b bat 
one distinction ; that, however, was an enormous one. The 
former, an offiihoot of the soil on which it grew, was nation- 
al, original, formidable, and of vast dimensions; the latter, 
foreign to the German mind in all its features, was a paltry 
and ridicnloQS caricature. 

Like master, like man ; the difference between the norer- 
eigns found its counterpart in the diSerence between the 
nobilities of the two countries. In the days of Hutten and 
Sickingen the German barons had maintained their position 
as the natural champions of popular interests against the 
increasing pretensions of the princes ; the absolute power of 
the latter could not f^l to deprive the landed gentry of their 
independence, and to degrade them to the level of courtiers. 
Cringing and subservient to those above them, supercilious 
and overbearing to the lowly, the entire class had become a 
parautic plant upon the body politic, and the very best spe- 
cimens of the order were nothing more than soulless tools in 
the hands of governmental power For the noble, as for his 
master, Paris was the sun ronnd which the earth revolved ; 
be, too, was nothing but the thoughtless ape of French man- 
ners and onstoms, the hairbrained contemner of domestic 
affairs and domestic opinions. It was regarded as the height 
of good fortune to have visited Fans and Versailles, and no 
honor was more coveted than that of seeing the French 
king. At home, the nobility had the monopoly of the army 
commissions and court charges; but these were far Jrom 
soffioing for the m^ntenaoce of its numerous progeny, who 
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were tlieretbie driven to look for distiactioD, repatation, and 
einolumeiitB, in the civil and military aervice of foreign 
conntrieH. In fact, the class had ceased to have a country; 
the very idea had come to be rated among the prejudices of 
the *' canaille." The well-known Count Bonaeval, a wretch 
without honor or shame, wbo trampled upon all the virtues 
that grace humanity, who, after serving euccesBiyely in the 
armies of France and of the Empire, forswore liis faith and 
died as a Turkish pooha, epoke not his own language merely, 
but revealed the sentiments of his whole order, particularly 
of the German portion of it, when he wrote apologetically 
to Prince Eugene of Savoy that he was " far from entertain- 
ing that love of country to which the common people addict 



For men of this description France was the goal of all 
ambition. Throughout the past century we find the princes, 
counts, and barons of the Empire in French livery. There 
were, in this service, a number of German regiments, partly 
raised in the German provinces of France, partly recruited 
from native Germane, and always commanded by German 
officere. In 1748 the foreign troops belonging to the French 
king numbered 52,315 ; among them were no less than nine- 
teen German infantry battalions, with 525 officers and 17,- 
604 of the rank and file, and three regiments of cavalry, 
numbering 78 officers and 1,440 troopers, ezclufiive of the 
tbir een Swiss regiment?, of SOS officers and 17,940 enlisted 
men, thousands of whom were Germans. Even in 1776, 
when this state of tiling was approaching its close, the 
Germans in the pay of France comprised eight regiments of 
foot with 448 officers and 12,032 privates, besides three cav- 
alry regiments of 96 officers and 2,520 men.' 
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These foreign troops were maintained in pursoanoe of a 
Toll-directed policy. "Ansiooa as the foreign regiinentB 
otherwise were to assimilate themselves to the Freneh," says 
Eugene FieSe, " they always received the words of command 
in their own langnages. Evea in times of peace the ranks 
were kept better filled than those of the home levies, partly 
on accoant of the difficulty of recruiting in a foreign coan- 
-try in time of war, and partly on account of the importance 
of keeping the veterans who would otherwise Lave enlisted 
under another flag. Their pay, too, was higher. Many of 
these corps belonged to princes or foreign great lords, whom 
it was desirable to attach to the interests of France. In 
other respects these soldiers were snbjected to the same or- 
ganization and discipline as the French regiments. In most 
cases they did excellent service, having the esprit de corps 
strongly developed, consisting to a large extent of old cam- 
paigners, and being in the hands of officers who were born 
and died in the regiments. They were an object of constant 
solieitnde to the Gkivemment, by whom they were regarded 
as their most reliable support, and as an invaluable counter- 
poise to the less pliant elements of the ai-my. The king and 
the princes frequently reviewed them, as a means of keeping 
up a personal intercourse with the colonels, to whom their 
visits were of course extremely flattering. On such occa- 
sions each of the princes was furnished with a little card, 
containing translations and explanations of the commands 
and manoeuvres. These cards were kept oarefnlly concealed 
in the palm of the hand or under the saddle." 

In Kalb's early days the disposition of the Germans to 
become French soldiers was particularly stimulated by the 
examples of two distinguished men, the Marshal Saxe, who 
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vas commander-iD-chier, and Coant Loenrendal, wbo sabse- 
quently became Marshal of France. As the political spirit 
of the ceutnry was rather cosmopolitan than national, and 
as the military spirit of the time was pecaliaHy exempt 
from the sentiment of nationality, so the wars of that period 
were cabinet enterprises, in which the weal or woe of tho 
people was not at all, or but very little considered. The 
German people, in particular, had become so inured to this 
passive r61e, it was split into such a host of petty sovereign- 
ties, and so impoverished in ideals, in spirit, and in energy, 
that the members no longer acted npon a common principle 
of life, and few men ever gave a thought to matters outside 
of the sound of the village bfll, or beyond the tompike 
gates of the provincial domain. 

An evidence of this deplorable state of things is found 
in the fact that when, in the American revolution, England 
hired troops from Brunswick, Hesse, Anspach, Waldeck, 
and Zerbst, these poor conscripts never had a thought of a 
common country, and never opposed to the English, Frencli, 
or Americans, any other fatherland than the little duchy or 
county which had sold them into bondage. I have perused 
at least fifty volumes of manuscript reports, diaries, and letters 
relating to this euforoed participation of the German yeo- 
manry in the attempted subjugation of the British colonies, 
without ever once stumbling upon the use of the bare word 
" German." "Forward, brave Waldeckers t Hessians, show 
yourselves worthy of your ancient fame ! Down with the 
rebels, my doughty Brunswickers ! " Such are the shonta 
addressed to their valor ; even when slighted, their common 
or^in never occurred to them ; for these poor devils there 
was no Germany ; they knew only their Waldeck, Bruns- 
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■wick, or ZerbEt sultana, except when called on to hurrah for 
the Khif^ of England, their liege lord by trade and barter. 

If, then, the relation of master and servant was the only 
one recognized in the eighteenth century, if the princes and 
lords of Germany never ecmpled to bear arms against their 
country when their interests prompted, if military honor and 
distinction vere the sole ambition of the soldier, how conid 
an individual he expected to entertiun that sentiment of pa- 
triotism which can only spring from an appreciation of the 
value of citizenship, from an active and constant participa- 
tion in the affairs of the community and the State? The 
best fruit of the Seven Tears' War was the feint revival of 
this feeling, and it was left for the present century to wit- 
ness its restoration. 

The times, therefore, and those who brought them on, 
must bear the blame, if we find the German estranged from 
his native land. Let ns be thankful that the return of na- 
tional pride and national honor has put an end to a state 
of things which drove thousands of Germans to fight against 
their country. 

At the period of Ealh's entrance into the French army, 
the brilliant monarchy of Louis XIV. was already tottering 
to its fall A Qenuan commander still achieved French 
victories, and a large portion of Germany was still in the 
tutelage of France; but the policy which respected nothing 
but the interests of the State was no longer pursued, and 
after the deatb of Cardinal Flenry (1743), the last statesman 
of the old school, the management of af^ira became a mere 
appendage to the intrigues of the court and the oi^es of the 
king's mistresses. The first work of this new power was an 
expensive and disgraceful war, in which the country had no 
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interest whatever, and vhich cost her moEt of ber influence 
in the councils of Europe, her navy, and the greater part of 
her foreign colonies. 

It was no want of courage in the soldier or the subaltern 
that produced these reverses, hut the miserable generalship of 
the creatures of Madame de Pompadour, who frittered away 
their time in petty biokerings, jealousies, and debauchery, 
guided and controlled by nothing except the freaks of court 
intrigue. Wherever the French soldier was under good 
leadership, wherever he had confidence in his commanders, 
his conduct in this war was aa good as in any other; and 
there are instances of personal daring fit to stand beside the 
greatest in history. Frederick the Grreat himself appreciated 
their courage, and remarked that under good generals tliey 
would have achieved as many viotories as they snstained 
del'eats under bad ones. 

The King of Prussia baffled the designs of bis adversa- 
ries, and opened the war, in 1756, by bis unexpected irrup- 
tion into Saxony. France, also, Ikad not calculated upon the 
commencement of hostilities earlier than the spring of 1757, 
for it was only in September, 1756, that steps were taken to 
place the forces on a war footing. Of the German infantry, 
three battalions of each of the Alsace regiments and two 
battalions of each of the regiments Bentheim, la Mark, 
Koyal Su4dois, Royal BaviSre, and Loewendal were raised 
from 400 to 680 men in the course of the winter, and at- 
tached to the *' Army of the Upper Rhine," which, number- 
ing 30,000 men, and commanded by the Prince of Soubise, 
crossed the Rhine at Dnsseldorf, and advanced in the direo* 
tion of Saxony. At the same time the Marshal d'Estr^e, 
■with 70,000 men, invaded northwestern Germany, and, 
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witbont encoantering any considerable opposition, oooupied 
Cleve, Westphalia, East Friesland, and Heaae Casael. 

The French commander in thia department proved de- 
cidedly superior to his antagonist, the Duke of Cumberland, 
and defeated him on the 26th of July, 1757, at Hastenbeck. 
He was unable, however, to follov np his suucesscs, being 
recalled in consequence of a court cabal, and supplanted by 
the Due de Richelien. The latter drove the enemy to the 
coast of the North Sea, between the Elbe and the Weeer, 
and then concluded the capitulation of Kloster Seven, which 
was repudiated by all parties. He directed his attention 
principally to the plunder of the conquered provinces, and 
derived but little benefit from the advantages obtEuned in 
the field. In September, while Richelieu, with the mdn 
army, advanced upon Magdeburg, the corps of Prince Sou- 
bise marched to Erfurt, where it formed a junction with the 
troops of the Empire, and then pushed across Thuringia into 
Saxony, there to cooperate with the other enemies of the 
King of Prussia in surrounding him. Frederick, however, 
attacked Soubiee along the whole lino of the Saale, and, on 
the 5th of November, 1757, inflicted upon him that over- 
whelming defeat of Kossbach, a victory for the Prussians 
which will be named through all history. 

Kalb took part in this battle. His regiment belonged to 
the corps of the Due de Broglie, which was to have pre- 
vented the Prussians from crossing the Saale at Merseburg, 
but was driven back by the king after a gallant and honora- 
ble resifltance. Victor Francois de Broglie (1718 to 1804), 
whom we shall have frequent occhbIoq to mention in the 
course of these pages, was one of the ablest of the French 
captains of the day. Jon^ini calls Jpi^ th? ovUj French 
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general engaged in the Seven Years' War who approved him- 
self as capable on all occabions. "Of course Kalb, like all the 
other officers, had to suffer by the incompetence of Sonbise; 
but, though involved Id the general flight, his corps, togeth- 
er with that of Count St. Oermain, had the merit of protect- 
ing the French army from total annihilation, and of making 
it possible for them to go into winter quarters in the 
Wetteraw. 

If the moral impression produced by this battle upon the 
German people waa even more important than its etrategio 
results, its deleterious effects upon the French army, and es- 
pecially upoa the German portions of it, were no less per- 
ceptible. The halo which had encircled the French arms in 
Germany for more than a century was thoroughly dia«pated 
by the 5th of November, 1757. The mind of Germany 
broke the fetters of France, recognized its inborn vigor, aad 
began to return to its own. Without Kosabach, Lessing 
and Kant would have continued to preach in the wilderness. 
Even the hard-fisted hirelings who lived by selling their 
lives for a soldier's pittance, now scorned the French ser- 
vice, and deserted in sqnads and platoons to the Prussian 
colors, where they found more honor and glory. Ealb him- 
self estimates the number of deserters at that time at no 
less than ten thousand. During the winter of 1757 to 1758 
this defection assumed such proportions that the captains 
soon found it impossible to keep the number of men Gt for 
duty at the prescribed standard. 

The evil naturally gave rise to the most varied proposals 
of amelioratioD ; bat it was difficult, if not impossible, to 
strike at its root, as it was too intimately connected with 
the entire French military system of those times. A memo- 
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rial Bubmitted to Kalb for his opinion proposed to take the 
busInesB of recraiting out of the hands of the captains, to 
combine all the German regiments into one oi^anizatioo, to 
consign the dnty of canvassing for new^ soldiers for all the 
twenty-one German battalions to a single officer, and to se- 
lect one spot, as for instance Landau, for the establishment 
of a common depot for the reception and equipment of re- - 
emits, thereby securing not only cheaper and more reliable 
reenforcements, but also a better control over the soldiers 
detailed to the various regiments. Ealb regarded so radical 
8 measure in the face of the enemy as impracticable,' as it 
must wound the self-love and infringe the vested rights of 
the captains, and expose the German regiments to utter dis- 
oi^anizatioQ. He showed that, under the French military 
system, which, in this respect as in many others, could bear 
no comparison with the Prussian, the captain was at onc« 
officer, broker, and capitalist, bound, for a certain price, to 
provide the king with a given namber of soldiers, and in- 
terested in selecting the best recruits, as frequent desertions 
would soon bring him into debt, and even subject him to 
the risk of bankruptcy. All the cheapness, then, which 
might be expected from the contemplated centralization of 
the recruitmg service, must be counterbalanced by the cor- 
responding depravation in point of quality which was all 
the more certain to ensue, as the officer in chaise of the 
station could never have the same interest as the oaptains, 
in confining himself to the most acceptable material. But 
even admitting that the plan would reduce the expense of 
recruiting and diminish desertion, it nevertheless proceeded 
on the assumption that the German regiments shonld cease 
to be separated by different traditions, rights, and customs, 
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and sbonld all be reduced to a commoii lerel — a meaeore 
wbich would run fonl of the jealous vigilance with vhich 
each command watched over the preaervation of its parttca- 
lar capitulations, thus making it impracticable at all times, 
and suicidal in time of war. 

It would seem that these well-founded objeotiona fore- 
stalled even an attempt at relbrm. Matters remained un- 
changed, or rather the evil increased to such ui extent that 
abont the close of the year 1 158 Belleisle, the minister of 
war, wrote to Marshal Contade, directing bim to fill up the 
waoing ranks of the foreign regiments from the inhabitants 
of the hostile countries.* What made improvement almost 
hopeless was the evil example set the privates by the miyor- 
ity of the officers, who were in the habit of deserting their 
posts without any furlough, to indulge in the winter amuse- 
mente of the capital. Every officer of higher nink did as he 
pleased, and sabordinatiou and discipline appeared to be en- 
tirely forgotten. 

We are not informed whether Kalb took part in all the 
movements of the Army of the Upper Rhine. In the year 
17fi8 we find no record of any remarkable event in his life. 
It is reported that on the 13th of April, n69,he was engaged iu 
the victorious battle of Bei^en with his regiment, which was 
posted in the village itself, and gallantly aided in repulsing 
the first furious onslaught of the allies. In 1760, the Loe- 
wendal regiment having been dissolved and divided among 
the regiments Anbalt and La Mark, Marshal Due de Broglie 
appointed Kalb assistant quartermaster-general (aiiie mare- 
chat ginerfd des logis) with the Army of the Upper Rhine, a 
position he continned to occupy to the close of the war, and 
which, even before his promotion to the rank of lieutenant- 
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colonel on the 19th of May, 1161, brought him into intimate 
relations with the commander-in-chieC Broglie had a special 
preference for Kalb, and endeavored, by thus lifting him 
out of bis regiment, to &cilitate his adrancement in the 
army, a design only frustrated by the early appointment of 
the duke himself to the supreme command. 

Henceforth, wherever we find the Array of the Upper 
Rhine, we find Ealb with it. The daily reports of de la 
Yalette, the commissary- in -obief of that army, copies of which 
are before me, show, that until the conclusion of peace Kalb 
was not missing from his post a single day. His duties were 
of saob a nature that it is almost impossible to make a narra- 
tive of them. He distinguished himself not only by zeal and 
punctuality, bat by knowledge and intelligence, and made 
constant progress in the esteem and fnendship of Marslial 
Broglie, as well as of his brother and subordinate, the count 
of the same name. This intimacy weathered all the storms 
of the political horizon, and endured, as we stiall find in the 
sequel, up to the latest hour of Kalh's life. He never afters 
ward took an important step without consulting the Brog- 
lies, and enjoyed their cordial sympathy in all his nnder- 
takinga. When, in consequence of the battle of Vellinghausen, 
the duke became embroiled with Soubise, and was displaced 
in his command by that minion of the Pompadour, Kalb test^ 
fied tiis regret and resentment of this injustice in bo aneqniv 
ooal a manner, as entailed upon him the avowed enmity of 
Soubiae, which was not long in finding expression. No sooner 
had the hero of Rossbach resumed the command, than he 
imdertook to remove Kalb — in whom he saw only the tool 
and spy of the Broglies — from his post, and to attach him, 
with the rank of majoi-, to the Saxon corps then in the pay 
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of France nuder the Count of LasatU. lo this event Kalb 
vould hare been discharged together with this corps at the 
dose of hoBtilitiea, which was daily expected, without any 
claims of readmission into the French army. Of coarse he 
left not a stone untamed to escape such a coDsummaUon, 
He applied for a mt^ority in one of the German re^pments, 
in the oonticgenoyof the design of Sonbise being carried into 
execution, and was prepared, if even this resource should fsjl, 
to resign his commission. Fortunately for him his immediate 
saperiors, Generals de Vogue and de Sallea interposed, and 
declared Kalb's efficient services Indispensable to their depart- 
ments." 

If these intercessions alone were not sufficient, they were 
seconded by more important events, brought about by the 
carelessness of Soubise, which absorbed his attention to the 
entire oblivion of Kalb, who retdned his post without further 
molestation. The French marshal, instead of obeying the 
instmctioDS which confined him strictly to the defence of the 
portions occupied by Broglie, undertook to dispute the Duke 
Ferdinand of Brunswick's passage of the Diemel, but sufiered 
himself to be surprised by the allies on the 24th of Jane, 
1762, on the banks of this river between Grebenstein and 
Wilhelmsthal, and to be driven, after an inglorious defeat, 
under the very guns of Oaseel. Ferdinand even compelled 
the French commander to evacuate G&ttingen and Munden, 
and to retreat behind the Fulda. 

This momentous battle of Wilhelmsthal, by which all the 
advantages gained by de Broglie were sacrificed, was the 
last important engagement in tliat quarter. Kalb shared in 
the disasters of the day, as is manifest by the responses of tho 
Duo de Broglie and of a M. de la Guiuhe, to whom he had 
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sent a report of the defeat, which nnfortanately has not been 
preserved. Personally, hovever, he lost nothing, and was 
even fortunate in keeping his baggage, of which moat of the 
French officers were robbed by the light troops of the allien. 
His courage and conduct on this occasion were rewarded by 
the order of merit, which had been established in 1TS9, and 
was bestowed npon Protestants in lieu of that of St. Louis, 
which only Catholics were allowed to wear. 

After the retreat from Hesee Cassel, the French head- 
quarters were again removed to Frankfort, in the walle or 
the vidnity of which town Ealb was stationed to the end of 
the war. While the preparations for the departure from 
Germany were in progress, he sapported and advocated the 
interests of a number of the princely and noble families of 
the Wetteraw and adjoining provinces, who were ^ititled to 
compensation for supplies famished the French troops, or had 
other claims npon the French Government. Among others 
the Princes of Solms-Braunfels, Solms-Hohensolms, and 
Solms-Lich, were indebted to bia prompt action and nsefal 
advice for the collection of their demands and the return of 
thdr advances. There is extant a thick bundle of letters, in 
which the gentry of the Wetteraw return thanks to Kalb, or 
commit their afE^rs to his keeping ; only one of all these 
docnments, however, throws a ray of light upon the existing 
state of distress and confusion in that part of Germany. It 
was written on the leth of November, 1TS2, by the dowager 
Princess of Solms-Braunfels, by birth a princess of Birkenfeld, 
a woman of intelligence and patriotism. " The news of the 
approaching peace which I read in your favor of the dth 
instant," she says, " is most welcome in this part of Germany. 
We would have been still more fortunate if this joyful event 
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could have occurred eight or nine weeks earlier. Now we 
aie all ruiaed. ProviaioDS are not to be had, and lords and 
liegea are staggering under such a load of debt, that fifty 
years will be reqatred only to clear off the worst of the 
rubbish. God grant that peace may be conclnded in Silesia 
as speedily as here, so that all Germany may at last breathe 
freely. Is it not our beloved country whose weal and woe 
arc in question ? It gives me great pleasure to see that yon, 
sir, take the same interest in its welfare." " 

The negotiations relating to the liquidation of these claims 
were protracted to the year 1763. Without disrespect to 
Kalb's memory, it is fair to presume that he did not lend his 
important services to the parties interested without some 
compensation, and that the business part of his iunctions in 
this matter was quite lucrative. Without some such conjeo 
tnre it would be impossible to divine how a man originally 
without means, should be found the next year marrying on a 
fortune of fifty-two thousand francs. 

On the return of the army to France, Kalb went into 
garrison in the then French fortress of Landatk 
2* 
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Kalb Out o* Sibtice. — Ciptaui in thi Anhilt BsGiMran. — Bi Gon 
TO Paris, but withoitt Obtainino a Nk« CtnonEaioK. — Fdtili Er- 

JOKTB — KaLB's BeTROTDAL AND HAUtlAOE. — His Peccniabt GiBCini- 

BTAacKS. — Hi Resisss ahd Goes to Lite in tbe Coitntrt. — A'Tkab 
Atteb he Seeks an AproiNTViNT ih thb FoKroacm Asut. — Godkt 

WlLLIAU or LlPFB-SCHACHDCIta. BbOGLIe's LkITIE or IlJTItDDnCTlOH. 

— Visit at Buceebubo. — The Plan is FanaTEiTEii. — Secret Uisstoh 
TO Akbuci In Natdbe, — Tat Ddc de Cboiseul, bis Cbakactkk 

AND POLICT, — DiSTDBBANCEB IH THE ENGLISH COLONIES Of AhISICA. 

Ghoibehl RmoLVEs to 3ihd Ealb TnEr-K. — His PREnaDs RELATiona 
TO TBE Ddu. — Ealb Fihst Asbioked to the Coabt Scbtet. — Hia 
Deotihation Altibid. — His Instbdctions. — His Difartcbi roR Hoi^ 
LAND. — Fiest Report ntou the Haque. — Further Orders. — Kalb 
Qois TO Loudon, and Thence to Aukiuca. 

\ T the retara of peace, Kalb, as an officer of experience 
and acknowledged ability, had every claim to be 
promoted to the rank of colonel ; nevertheless, one of the 
fii'st measures adopted by the ministry in 1763, was the aboli- 
tion of his office, which had been created only for the duration 
of the war. Under these circumstanoea it was fortunate for 
onr hero that in 1761, shortly before quitting the regiment 
Loewendal, he had purchased a oaptaincy in the regiment 
Anhalt. 2^otwith standing his superior rank as lieutenant- 
colonel, and his services as assistant quartermaster-general, 
he had been constantly repoiled by that regiment as in com- 
mand of one of its companies during the last three years of 
the war. This precaution, so little consonant to our modem 
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idem of military propriety, now stood him in good stesd, 
eecnring bim a safe though bamble retreat 

For the present, then, Ealb was only a captun, with tbe 
rank of lieotenant-colunel ; but, of course, be was little dia- 
poaed to rest content with this subordinate podtion. Very 
justly rejecting that with a court where all advanoement de- 
pended upon the personal &Tor or caprioe of those in power, 
personal solicitation was indispenaable to anocess, he procured 
a furlough for six months aud hastened to Paris, determined 
to secure a poration commenHurate with hia rank in one of tbe 
foreign ^ej^ments. He applied to the Duo de Choiseul and 
the Prince Soubise, put hia personal frienda and late superiors, 
General Wnrmser, Saarfeld, and Vogu6 in motion, and en- 
deavored to make interest with Dubois, the fuuotionary of the 
war department to whom the nominatioo of officers was 
intrusted. He recdved on all hands the most unqualified 
approbation of his services and the ^rest promises for the 
future ; but the professions were not made good, and tbe 
summer passed away without any change in Kalb's condition. 
About this time a vacant lieutenant- colonel oy for which he 
made application, was bestowed upon an officer sustiuning 
more intimate relations to the minister. There were rumors 
of a plan to appoint eight additional staff officers for each of 
the three armies of tbe kingdom, four of each of the eight to 
be assistant quartermasters- general. Kalb solicited the recom- 
mendation of the Marquis de Castries, who pledged him his 
support for one of these positions, and made every effort in 
bia behalf; but the plan was never carried out, and our hero 
bad garnered up an additional disappointment. 

Weary of hope deferred and thoroughly tired of his 
frmtless atay at Paris, although bis furlough lasted till Octo* 
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ber, fae wfts on tbe point of retnroing to tfae proTiDce and 
assuming the command of his oomptmy, when an anexpect- 
ed turn in his private affaire pat an end, for the time, to bis 
ambitioas schema. This sadden event was his betrothal, 
sbortly followed by his marriage with Anna Elizabeth 
Emilie van Bobais." 

Among Ealb's nnmeroaB acqaaintances dating from his 
then stay at the capital, was that of M. Peter van Robais, 
formeriy a cloth raanafactnrer at Abbeville, bnt who had re- 
tired from bnsinesH for several years. He was the grandson 
of a Hollander whom Colbert had indaced to settle in 
France, and whose deserts in improving the cloth manafac- 
tare of France had been rewarded by Louis XV. with ia 
patent of nobility. ThebusineBS establiahed bybim rapidly 
became one of the moBt extensive in the country, and not 
only laid the foundation of- a large patrimony, but proved a 
source of abundant income to his descendants. Peter van 
Bobaia, since making over the fiwtory to his son-in-law, lived 
with his wife and the above-named yonnger daughter in 
plain, but comfortable retirement at Conrbevoye, near Paris. 
It was probably the community of reli^ous persuasion — 
both being Protestants — ^whiuh first brought him in contact 
with Kalb. Tbe latter soon became-a welcome frequenter of 
his bonse, and still more quickly won the heart of the young 
lady, who is represented as accomplished, sprightly, and 
beaattful, and who plighted him her troth in the winter of 
1763 to 1764. The wedding took place on the 10th of April, 
1764, the marriage ceremony being performed in the Proteu- 
tant chapel of the Dutch legation. This union proved to be 
one of the happiest ever known. In marked contrast to the 
dissolute manners of the time', Kalh lived exclusively for his 
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family, while his wife, in ber turn, was no lees devotedly 
attached to her husband than solicitons of the welfiireof her 
ohildren. The warmth of this attachment remained un- 
altered to the hour of Kalb's death, and his last letters tc 
his wife breathe the same ferror which had inspired the first 
and all the others. Even the pecuniary circumstances of the 
new family were, from the first, all that could be desired. 
While Kalb himself conld only contribute his pension and 
52,000 francs, his bride, in addition to a rich trousseau, re- 
ceived 135,375 francs ; and in 1767, after the decease of her 
parents and grandparents, she inherited the homestead at 
Courbevoye and 205,406 francs, a fortune still further in- 
creased in 1776, when the death of some collateral relatives 
brought her other real estate and 84,000 francs in money ; so 
that the entire property of husband and wife must have 
amounted to about half a million of francs, or a hundred 
thousand dollars, a sum which, for those times, was very 
oonsiderabla I have been particular In extracting these 
estimates from the official calculations and distributions be- 
fore me, because they constitute the best refutation to the 
surmises occasionally thrown out in the United States, that 
Kalb took service under a foreign flag for the benefit of his 
exchequer. 

Under the circumstances it was but natural for Ealb to 
give up his company and to remain at or near Paris with his 
young wife iu the neighborhood of her parents. He aban- 
doned his former projects, and was glad to retire in 1764 
upon his pension as lieutonant-coloneL 

This voluntary repose, however, was destined to be of 
Bhort duration. A year had not elapsed since his marriage 
vhen Kalb, tired of inaction, made another vigorous efi&Tt- 
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to enter into service. The oelebrated Coant William of 
Schaiimburg-Lippe, reared in the martial school of Frederick 
the Great and the Duke of Bmnswick, who, during the clos- 
ing years of the Seven Tears' War had served in Portugal, 
and bad suocessfuUy repulsed the invasion of the Spaniards, 
had returned to Germanjr in 1764, charged, among other 
tliiuga, with raising three German regiments for the Portn- 
guese service, to prepare for the apprehended return of hos- 
tilities. Ealb at once resolved to offer the Portuguese field- 
roarehal bis services aa Brigadier, in the hope of returning, 
after a few sncccssiul campaigns, to the French arm^ as a 
general. His old patron, the Due de Broglie, a personal ac- 
quaintance of Count William, approved of Kalb's design, 
and not only gave him a warm letter of recommendation 
himself^ but procured him another from the English general, 
Robert Gierke," who was on terms of intimate friendship 
with Count Lippe. 

*' Lieutenant-colonel de Kalb," says Broglie, " is one of 
the best and most effif,ient officers of my acquaintance, and 
as expert in the details of the service as veiled in the 
science of war. In the late war I have found him extremely 
useful and reliable, and can recommend him unqualifiedly as 
an excellent general." "M. de Ealb," wrote the dnke's 
brother, the Count de Broglie, at the same time, " went 
through the whole of the late war with me as assistant 
quartermaster-general, and is deserving of your prolection 
in the highest degree. To what my brother has written in 
reference to him I can only add that deKalb is an officer no 
less intelligent and well-informed than brave and indefatiga- 
ble. I doubt whether yon could find a more fitting man for 
the organization and instruction of your troops. It is neithei 
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the want of means nor the desire ofriches that prompts Liea 
ten ant- colonel de Ealb to Beek eerrice abroad. His ciicnm- 
Btanees are very good, but he craves a congenial occitpation, 
his present inactivity having become insapportable to him." 

Armed with these weighty recommendations, Kalb left 
for BOcbeburg in the beginning of March, 1765, in company 
of a M, de Trevisany, and presented himeelf to Coant 
William on the 16th day of the same month. His reception 
was moBt cordial; the coant did his utmost to induce the 
Portugnese Government to make the appointment, but the 
negotiations, after being protracted for two years, fell to the 
ground, because the pending difficulties were peaceably ad- 
justed, contrary to expectation, and the idea of enlisting 
ibreign troops renounced. Alter bis return in 1T66, Kalb 
even conceived t)ie design of going to Lisbon himself to 
speed his suit, but was strongly dissuaded by Count Lippe, 
and desisted. When the latter repaired to Lisbon by way 
of Paris in 1767, Kalb had already left France for the Hague 
on a secret mission intmsted to him by the Ducde Choiseul. 

The task thus imposed npon our hero introduoed birn to 
the labyrinth of European politics, and turned his fortunes 
into a direction in which they were destined to continue 
through life. To enable us to follow him intelligently it will 
be necessary to enter into a somewhat detailed examination 
of the plans of the French minister, with particular reference 
to his attitude toward the English Government. 

The Due de Choiseul (1719 to 1785) having distingnished 
himself as French Ambassador at Kome and at Vienna, be- 
tween 1753 and 1758, had assumed the reins of government 
toward the close of the latter year. Although mainly indebtr 
ed for his elevation to the favor of Madame de Pompadour, he 
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vaa yet one of the gre&teat if not the greatest French statei 
man since the days of Richeliea. The latter achieved his 
diplomatic aod political trinmphs at the riaog tide of tbe n» 
tional power, and while the monarchy was scaling the pinnacle 
of European saprcmacy, while the administration of the latter, 
from 1768 to 1770, coincides with the national decay and the 
waning authority of the Bovereign; but this very palpable 
difference must not prevent ns from doing justice to the great 
qualities and eminent merits of eitber. Choiseol directed 
agiunst England the same nntiring zeal, the same iron forti- 
tude, and the same comprehensive energy which Richeliea had 
exercised to break the power of Austria. If saccess did not 
always reward his efforts, the ianlt was not so much in the 
intrepid statesman as in the altered state of political afi^rs. 
Almost in the same year in which Choisenl assumed the direc- 
tion of the French Government, the trinmpfa of British 
sapremaoy on land and sea was achieved on the battle-fields 
of Germany and on the heights of Quebec The oonstant aim 
of I^tt and of those who had succeeded him in office, to hum- 
ble the Bourbons at any cost, and to reduce them to the 
former liraitA of their power, was at last accomplished. At 
the peace of Paris (1703), France lost all her possessions on 
the American continent, retaining only her Newfoundland 
fishery and two little islands, which were not to be garrisoned 
Tvith more than fifty men ; she was driven from her conquests 
on the Ganges and her advantageous positions on the Senegal, 
and was even com|>elIed to look on while England snatched 
the whole of Florida from the grasp of the Spaniards to pun- 
ish them for their French alliance. Tbe cabinet of Vers^lcs 
had lost credit at home and abroad ; the array, by a succession 
of defeats, had forfeited Its ancient tame. Tbe navy and the 
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ferdgn commerce of tbe conotry had almost ceased to exist. 
EvBD tbe coasting trade was langoishing; the few remfuning 
craft haddled in the porta, and almost dreaded to navigate 
the Mediterranean. Against an enemy thus powerfa! and thus 
implacable, who knew neither fear nor favor, who welcomed 
and fostered as England's gain every incident and every har- 
gMn frangfat with injury to France — against such a foe but a 
single course was open to a French minister who understood 
bis position : it was, to direct all the arms and all the policy, 
all tlie spirit and enterpriBe of his people agmnst the interesta 
of England. From the first day of his official life Choiseul 
acte^ up to his appreciation of this necessity. As ambassador 
he had essentially advanoed tbe schemes of the Abb4 Bemis 
for a French alliance with Austria ; on assnnung tbe ministry 
of foreign afi^irs, it was one of his first acts to prepare 
and subsequently (in July, 1761) to conclude the so-called 
Bourbon family compact, a defensive and offensive alliance of 
France with Spain, N^aples, and Parma, the whole drift of. 
which was hostile to England. Choiseul's next object was 
the rratoration of the French navy, and the reaamption of the 
struggle for the mastery of the seas. Ere many years bad 
elapsed, a splendid navy of sixty-four line of battle-ahips and 
thirty-six frigates, commanded by distinguished leaders such 
as Bougainville, and manned with sturdy tars and an excellent 
corps of marines, was awaiting the return of the war which, 
this time, promised to break out in America. 

In the English colonies of this continent, the attempts of 
the mother country to exercise the power of taxation over 
them had produced great discontent and indignation. The 
enormous debt of tbe United Kingdom, greatly increased in 
the course of the Seven Years' War, seemed to make it neoes- 
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Bary, ss even Pitt had proposed to raise oontribationa from the 
colonies. Not long after the ooncluraon of peace, on the S2d 
of March 1765, the Grenville ministry procured the passage 
of the Stamp Act, vtiich was intended to go into force on the 
1st of November of the same year, bnt which was practioaUy 
annulled by the obstinate resistance of the colonists, and was 
formally repealed on the 28th of March, 1738. It was on this 
occasion that the first symptoma of colonial inBabordination 
attracted attention on the other side of the Atlantic, magnified 
by the distance, and exaggerated by the voice of rumor. No 
one welcomed them more cordially than Choisenl. Hereto- 
fore he had endeavored to make up for the ground lost in 
America and the East Indies by stimulating the prosperity of 
the French Antilles, and extending the influence of France in 
tbo Mediterranean. In consequence of his measures St. 
Domingo, Gnsdalonpe, and Martinique began to develop their 
immense resources, and to attain an incalculable importance 
to the mother country. Ever since 1763, his emissaries, 
among whom was Dumonriez, who became 80 notorious in 
the French revolution, had labored to extend the sceptre 
of France over the island of Cornea, which, like Canada, pro- 
duced the most excellent ship timber, and which promised to 
furnish a safe harbor and a convenient entrepot for the Le- 
vantine trade. In the porta of the other African States his 
agents were no leas indefatigable in enlarging the aphero of 
his influence. The importance of these operations in the Le- 
vante was still farther enchanced by the circumstance that the 
manufactories of Languedoc had engaged largely in the pro- 
duction of "Londres," a fabric of the sale of which England had 
hitherto enjoyed a monopoly in these regions. The increased 
number of connting-hooses in Asia Minor, Syria, and Palestinfl^ 
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of couree rused the atandiug of the French oonsuIateB. At 
the same time Chotseal was intent npon the plan, reeamed, a 
generation later, by Napoleon, of bringing Egypt under 
French suzerainty, and making it the base of operations for 
expeditions in the Mediterranean and Indian Seas, by which it 
was intended to expel the English from the coast of Coro- 
mandel and the shores of the Ganges, and to lend a vigorous 
Bapport to the operations of Hyder Ali." French officers dis- 
dplined the Sultan's troops, and improved the organization 
of the Tarkish army; French emissaries fomented hostilities 
Bgunst England in the East Indies; nor were the farthest 
East and the remote West more closely watched, than the 
courts and embasuea of Europe. In short, tiiere was not a 
angle point where the wary and alert minister had not bis 
agents, spies, and instruments for the aggrandizement of 
France and the injury of England. 

As was to be expected, the perplexities in which Great 
Britain was involved by the dispute with her American 
colonies, interested Cboiseul in the highest degree." Here 
was the vulnerable point where he could hope to wound the 
hated adversary, here was a rest for the lever with which 
to unseat him, here was the long-desired opportunity of 
restoring France to her former influence and her position of 
arbiter in the councils of Europe. The earliest rumors of 
tbe resistance of the Americans to the efforts of the mother 
country to rtuse revenue from them, had no sooner pene- 
trated to the French capital (1764), than Choisenl sent an 
agent, in the person of M. de Pontleroy, on a tour of observa- 
tion, from which the latter returned in the year 1766, bring- 
ing the most favorable reports of what he bad heard and 
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He described the land as rich in all the productions of 
the Buil, especially graio and iron; he enlai^ed npoo ita 
inexhaoBtible stock of timber and its spacions harbors ; he 
represented the inhabitaTits as enterprising, as rapidly im- 
proving in wealth and numbers, and as thoronghly oonscioas 
of their strength. The English troops were found to be 
soittered over the country in small detachments, so as to be 
able to accomplish very little. It was suggeeted that even 
England could not but be in the imminence of a revolntion, 
which, indeed, she had herself accelerated in annexing 
Canada, and thus relieving her colonies of the fear of a 
French invasion. 

This flattering report was corroborated by the proud 
answer of the Assembly of Massachusetts to the royal 
governor, by the bold demands of the colonies, hy the revola- 
tionary speeches of Patrick Henry, by the oiroamspect but 
decided attitude of James Otis, and by the opposition of the 
American people to the meaaurea of the British ministry. 
In all this there was reason enough to suppose that the day 
of reckoning, and the hour of England's humiliation, had at 
last arrived. 

The further progress of events in America, though far 
fix>m rapid, was steadily adverse to the interests of the 
mother country. The colonies disputed the right of Parlia- 
ment to lay taxes, and declared, as early as lVtI6, that the 
will of the people is the final and only source of supreme 
power. It was especially the resistance of Massachusetts 
and New York which exasperated the English cabinet, and 
became the subject of a heated debate in the Honso of Lords 
toward the end of March and the beginning of April, 1767. 
" Let us deliberate no longer," cried Charles Townsend ; 
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*' let Q8 act vith vigor, dow, while we can call the colonies 
ours. If yon do not, they will very eoon be loBt for erer." 

The acrimonious tone of the discaBsion, the orerwronght 
coloring of the opposition oflTered to the crown by the colonies, 
and the dread, partly real and partly afic'Ctcd, of the break- 
ing ont of actnal hostilities, professed by the Parliament and 
the ministers, oombinel to mislead Choisenl into the belief 
that the great American insurreotion was at band. And yet 
the lax on tea was not voted before the 15th of May, 176}. 
If he anticipated the fulfilment of hh wishes by eight years, 
the error was highly pardonable iu one unacquainted with 
the tenacity of Anglo-American forbearance, and with the 
centrifugal tendencies of these new settlements, nnsnited in 
every respect to revolutionary action. But from this time 
Cboiseul sought in every quarter accurate accounts of the 
progress of opinion in America, alike in the writings of 
Franklin, the reports current among the best-informed 
merchants, and even in New England sermons, fi-om which 
cnrions extracts are to this day preserved among the State 
Papers of France. His judgment on events, though biassed 
by national hatred, was more impartial and ulear than that 
of any British minister who succeeded Shelbume. 

In order to sift all vague and ext^a^ agant rumors, and 
ascertain the real state of the case, Choiseul resolved once 
more to send an agent to America, and selected for that 
purpose the subject of this memoir, who, after a retirement 
of Be^'e^al years, had been reintroduced to the minister, some 
months before, by the intervention of the Prince Soubise. 
At the close of the year 1766, in the confident expectation 
of a rupture with England, Cboiseul had increased the 
complement of the regiments, and placed the northwestern 
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coast in a state of defence. These meaunrea called for tlia 
sppointmenl of additional engineers and staff-officers, and 
the formation of a new staff for the northern department. 
Kalb was designed for one of these positions, and was 
charged, in the first instance, with the sarvey of the frontiers, 
under General Bonrcet. "Yon are hereby informed," wrote 
Cboiseul to Kalb from Versailles, the 20th of April, 1767, 
"that his Majesty has inoladed yon among the list of officers 
who are to be employed this year in the snrvey of the 
country. You will visit the coast from Dunkirk t<* Calais, 
and take np yotir headquarters in the first-named of the»e 
towns. YoD will there receive, Irom the paymaster of the 
forces, five hundred francs for the duration of your services. 
I rely upon receiving acoarate reports of the exeontion of 
yoor mission." 

Kalb repaired to Venailles on the 22d of April, to receive 
the minister's final instructions. He was not a little aston* 
ishcd to be told by M. Dubois, the chief clerk of the minis- 
try of war, that his destination bad been altered in the 
mean time, and that the duke's private secretary, M. Appony, 
was directed to draw up special instmctions for a secret 
mission to America, on which Kalb was to be appointed. 
Dubois therefore advised him to see Appony before waiting 
on the minister. The secretary commnnicated to Kalb the 
{nstmctions he had written at Choisenl's dictation, which were 
soon after handed him by Dubois. They read as follows : 

" 1. M. de Kalb will n^pair to Amsterdam, and there direct 
his particular attention to the rumors in circnlation about the 
English colonies. Sbonld they appear to he well founded, 
he will immediately make preparations for a journey to 
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"2, On bis arrival, he will inquire into the iutentiona of 
the inhahitauts, and endeavor to ascertain whether they are 
in need of good engineers and artillery officers, or other in- 
divtdnals, and whether they shonld be supplied with them. 

" 3. He will inform himself of their facilities for procaring 
supplies, and will find ont what qnantities of munitions of 
war and provisions they are able to procure. 

" 4. He will acquaint himself with the greater or lesser 
strength of their purpose to withdraw from the English 
Grovernment. 

"5. He will examine their resources in troops, fortified 
places, and forts, and will seek to discover their plan of re- 
volt, and the leaders wlio are expected to direct and con- 
trol it. 

'*6. Great reliance is placed in the intelligence and address 
of M. de Kalb in the pursuit of a mission requiring aa un- 
common degree of tact and shrewdness, and he is expected 
to report progress as often as possible." 

Kalb at first showed very little inclination to accept this 
delicate commission. He started various objections, and 
dwelt particularly on the nnmberless difficnities growing 
out of hia total want of preparation for such a journey. 
Without combating these arguments, Dubois referred him 
to the Due de Cboiseul. 

" Do not decline the mission with which I have intrusted 
you," said the latter. " I know that it is difficult, and re- 
quires great sagacity. But I have fixed my choice upon you 
after much deliberation, and know that you will see no rea- 
son to regret it. Ask of me the means which you think ne- 
eeasary for its execution ; I will iumish you with them all." 

Kalb hesitated no longer, the minister having given him 
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time to arrange his private affairs, and allowed him to post- 
pone his departure to the end of May, On the 2d of that 
month he was already furnished by ChoisenI with his pass- 
ports, to Holland in the first instance, with twelve hundred 
francs for his travelling espennes, and with letters of intro- 
duction to the French ambassadors at the Hague and at 
Bmssels, and was directed to forward all despatches throngh 
their hands, and to enclose secret commnnica lions to the 
duke separately sealed, in his official reports. He left for 
Holland in the beginning of Jnne, and dated his first report to 
Cfaoiseul from the Hague, the isth of July, 1767, as follows: 
" To inform myself of all the occurrences in the American 
colonies, I have now visited all the seaports of Holland 
without being able to come to any definite conclusion as to 
the state of affairs in that quarter. The English give ont 
that hostilities are entirely at an end, in consequence of the 
repeal of the stamp act and the other obnoxions roeaeures ; 
but this may be said for effect, and to conceal the actual 
condition of things. Two or three days i^o I conversed 
with a German who Las been settled in Pennsylvania these 
fifteen years, and who is now recruiting fresh colonists. By 
his account, agitation is so far from being allayed that bnt a 
very trifling provocation would suffice to drive the malcon- 
tents into open revolt. The provincial assembly, he says, 
have resolved to maintain their privileges at any cost ; and 
twenty thousand English troops, widely scattered over the 
country, could hardly cope with the forces at the disposal of 
the colonists, which number four hundred thousand militia, 
and could easily be increased. The Germans of this and the 
neighboring provinces alone — continues my informant — inde- 
pendently of the numerous Irishmen living there, can ruse 
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sixty thousand men, nor ia there anj lack of means for the 
defence of the liherties of the coantry. As to other rasoar- 
ces for the successful conduct of the war, this man conld 
give me no information. Indeed, I nm only repeating his 
assertions, without being convinced of their truth. 

" I therefore await yoar commands, Monaeignenr, to be- 
take myself to Philadelphia or some other point in the colo- 
nies, and report to you in reference to all the heads specified 
in my letter of instructions. It should be observed that the 
English colonies, or rather the mercantile companies who 
have large interests there, continue to solicit colonists in 
Germany, in public and in secret, as before, I have seen 
twelve hnndred of these emigrants at Rotterdam, travelling 
from Cologne by way of Maestricht and Ilerzogenbusoh, as 
they were cnt off from the Rhine, beeause the King of Prus- 
sia has forbidden them to pass through his dominions. These 
people have been shipped in fonr vessels, two of which have 
set sail, while the remainder are only waiting for luggage." 

Soon after the despatch of this letter news arrived from 
America which announced a more peaceful state of feeling 
as having resulted fi-om the concessions made by Great 
Britain, and which pointed to the probability of a truce be- 
tween the mother country and her colonies. Ealb there- 
fore regarded a longer sojourn in Holland as snper- 
fluous, and wrote on the llth of August for (ui-ther instruc- 
tions. 

"As it ispossible, and even probable," answered Clioiseul, 
from Compiegne, the 19th of August, " that this quiet will 
not be of long duration, it is the will of His Majesty that you 
should make immediate preparations for a speedy toar to 
America, in order to satisfy yourself by personal inspection 
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as to the condition of tbe country, its harbors, ships, land 
forces, resources, weaponB, munitions of war, and provisions— 
in short, as to the means at our command if disposed, in case 
of a war with England, to make a diversion in that direction. 
Tou will adopt the greatest precautions in sending me your 
report, and will, immediately upon your arrival, inform me 
'where to direct such letters as I shall have occasion to write 
yon." 

In obedience to this order Kalb quitted the Hague for 
London about the close of September, 1767, after having 
npent the greater part of the month in writing out for Choiseul 
a report in reference to such subjects of France as the Russian 
Government had induced to settle in its territories. On the 
1st of October he writes from London, " I arrived here after 
a short, though stormy passage. The packet boat from Fal- 
mouth to New York does not leave, as I was told in Holland, 
on the first, but on the second Saturday of every month ; so 
that I could not go by that line before the 10th of October. 
I prefer, therefore, to take the merchantman Hercules, Captain 
Hommet, which sets sail irom Gravesend to-morrow for Phila- 
delphia. I shall report as soon as I can do so uith any secu- 
rity. Be so good, Monseigneur, as to send yonr commands 
and answers in the same (my) cypher to Madame de Eolb; 
she will forward them to me in pursuance of directions 
already given, and still to be given. It is hoped that these 
letters will be less likely to arouse the suspicion and curiosity 
of the various correspondents and agents, of whose services 
I must necessarily avjul myself. In conclaaion, Monseigneur, 
I would recall to your mind the promises kindly made me on 
my departure tmm France, beseeching you to be a fother and 
protector to my wife and children if it should be written in 
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the boolc of fate tbat the journey npon ^rhich I am Betting oat 
shonld lead directly to my final resting-place." 

Kalb went on board of the Hercules on the 4th of Octo- 
ber. The voyage to Philadeiphia — long, perilous, and fraught 
with hardships beyond all precedent even for those times- 
lasted until the 12th of January, 1768. 
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"TTTHEN Kalb lauded id America, the excitement caused 
' ' by the adoption and repeal of the stamp act, instead of 
being allayed, had been considerably augmented by the tax 
on tea voted in May, 1 767, by the New York billeting act, and 
the force bill. It was jnBt in January, 1768, that Massaohu- 
fiettB renewed her citation against the home government, 
and invited all the colonies to codpcrate in convening a con- 
gress, which was to obtain a certain and speedy redresa of 
grievances. 

Let ns now bear Kalb's opinion of tbe state of things, 
without forgetting that as a stranger in a foreign land it was 
only by degrees that he could acquire an understanding of 
what was going on around him. 

" I am beginning to study the matters relating to my 
commission," Buch is the literal import of his first letter to 
Choiseul, written tbe 16th of January, 1768, three days after 
bis arrival at Philadelphia, " and am in a fair way to pro- 
cnre reliable information as to the discontent produced in 
the colonies by the passage of the stamp act. This afair is 
very far from being adjusted. It is not the c^e, as was 
alleged in Holland, that the repeal of the act was voluntary 
on the part of the Government ; on the contrary, although 
each province has its own separate and distinct assembly, 
they all refused to acquiesce in the measure with the same 
decision and nnanimity as if they had jointly deliberated 
upon their line of action. Some, it is true, were moi-e violent 
than others, but tbe substance of each refusal was the same. 
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The most violent of these provincial assemblies were those 
of Boston and Philadelphia, where the connatesionere of the 
new impost were even threatened in their peraona. Boston 
has promptly renounced all commercial intercourse with 
London, refuses to import any more wares, and expresses a 
determination to content itself with the productions and do- 
mestic fabrics of the country. The women even diecard tea 
and foreign sugar, nnd we are constantly told of the activity 
of the spinning-wheela, which have been at work, over since 
the promulgation of the act, to supersede the use of English 
linens. With the same object the women have resolved to 
dispense witb sil^ and articles of luxury, until tbeir own 
country shall be in a condition to fhmish them. The ques- 
tion is how long they will adhere to this resolution. I do 
not believe that Philadelphia will adopt the same policy, 
^though the youngest of the chief towns of the north, it is 
the wealthiest and most luxurious. Besides, the provincial 
assembly of Pennsylvania has evinced greater moderation in 
this respect. For the moment it is difficult to tell what the 
end will be. All depends upon the policy of the court, 
which promises to be a conciliatoiy one, as the advantage 
derived by the British people from their connection with tbe 
colonies is too great to permit the Government to atop short 
of any efforts to preserve this invaluable magazine of raw 
productions, and this moat profitable market for its mana- 
litctures. 

" During the last outbreaks the troops have treated the 
inhabitants witb much greater circumspection than before, 
while the commanders have been most caroful to avoid any 
cause of irritation. The commanding general, wbo has 
power to convene the estates of each province, to preside over 
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them, aod to suppress all attempts to impair the authority 
of the laws, pretends to ignore all the libels and pasqnils 
which have appeared in public, and the names of the anthoi's 
of which are in everybody's mouth. This circumstance in- 
duces me to suppose that the court have given orders to this 
effect, and have intended nothing but a simple experi- 
ment. 

"The present condition of the colonies is not such aa to 
enable them to repel force by force ; but their value to the 
mother country is their best safeguard against any violation 
of their real or imaginary privileges, I have not yet found 
time to inform myself as to their troops and other warlike 
resources, but am on the point of making a tour through all 
the provinces, and to open correspondence at all important 
points, in order to enable myself to acquaint you more fully 
with all matters of interest. 

" If you have any commands for me, be pleased, Monseig- 
neur, to have them written in the same cypher, and sent to 
my wife, who has the necessary directions for forsvarding 
them. 

"Tlie remoteness of this population from their centre of 
government makes them free and enterprising ; but at bottom 
they are but little inclined to shake off the English suprem- 
acy with the aid of foreign powers. Such an alliance would 
appear to them to be fraught with danger to their liberties. 
Their taxes are veiy light; indeed, wilh the exception of the 
duties on imported goods, they amount to almoBt nothing. 
The crown has even relieved the colonies of the support of a 
regiment of four thousand men, go that now all the troops 
Btationed in the colonies are in the pay of England. This 
policy is evidently necessary under the circumstances. The 
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troops are freqaently changed, every regiment being recalled 
after the lapse of three years, and replaced by another. 

*' In ease of an insurrection the colonists would have 
nothing but their inilitia to depend upon, which, thongh 
very nameroua, is not in the least disciplined. On the other 
hand, the immense extent of the country, the want of ready 
money, the discord amon ^ the governors of the various prov- 
inces, all independent of each other, present great obstacles 
to the formation of an army, and the speedy opening of hos- 
tilitieB in the respective neighborhoods. The odium in 
which the House of Commons is held, is only equalled by 
the popularity of Pitt. He is called the defender of liberty, 
because he was the only one who opposed the stamp act in 
Parliament." 

This first letter was shortly followed by a second, dated 
at Philadelphia, the 20th of January 1768, which contains 
more of the personal impressions and self-acquired views of 
Kalb, while the first depended largely on hearsay. 

"I had the honor, Monseigoeur," he continues, "of 
writing you on the 15th of this month. I hope my letter has 
arrived in safety. I shall avail myself of every ship sailing 
from this port to report progress. 

"By a letter from my wife, dated the 7th of October, just 
received, I learn with the greatest alarm that my last from 
Holland and London had been opened before reacliing yon. 
This gives me reason to apprehend that those sent &om this 
country will either meet with the same fate or not reach 
your hands at all. In the latter case I should be cut off" 
from all news from you, without being able to estimate the 
penis growing out of such a state of things. 

" I am inclined to think, therefore, that it would be best 
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to abridge my stay in this coantry, and to return home with 
additional preuautioDS, if this should meet with your approT 
al. Permit me, therefore, to set out at the end of April. I 
Bhall await your commands to this end, and in the meaa time 
sliall use every effort to perform the task imposed upon me, 
taking measures to provide myeelf with full information on 
the affairs of this country after my departure. 

"The disturbances caused by the stamp act seem to in- 
crease from day to day, instead of diminishing. The English 
Government have certainly repealed the law, on discovering 
that tbey were without the means of enforcing it ; but they 
have sanctioned another act of the House of Commons, tax- 
ing tea, paper, and glass, which the colonies import from the 
mother country. This is a circuitous way of attaining the 
object of Parliament; at any other time it would have ex- 
cited no opposition, as the Goveriimeiit has always exercised 
the right of taxing goods exported to the colonies." 

But the stamp act has so chafed the minds of the people, 
that the act last mentioned, which at any other time would 
have attracted but little attention, is now regarded in the 
light of a fresh attempt upon their liberties. It is siud ibat 
the impost has only changed its name, and that the veveaue, 
formerly songht to be raised by means of the stamp act, is 
now the object of the tea tax ; that it is contrary to all the 
rights of the subjects of the crown to tax them without their 
consent ; that the colonies are on a level with all other sub- 
jects, and that, as they have no representativea in the lower 
boQse, England ought to be content with the profits it derives 
from selling them worthless goods at high prices, and pur- 
chasing necessaries from them for a song ; that the enormous 
amoimls of Spanish gold and Kilvei' aimuully shipped from the 
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colonies to England, wlthont any return of specie payments, 
Bufiiciently prove that the ultimate advantage is not on the 
side of the Americans, and that, finally, this inequality in the 
weights of trade makes it evident that they are treated more 
like slaves than like children and fellow-dtizens. These actfl, 
therefore, are considered bo many violations of their privi- 
leges, and revive all their grievances nhich the colonists claim 
to have suffered at the hands of the home govemmenL The 
Americans complain that they are prevented from working 
their mines ; that prohibitions were launched against their 
smithies and forges, so soon as it was discovered that the 
manufacture of iron had so much improved as to be almost 
equal to that of England ; that government have prevented 
the establishment of various manufactories; that, in conse- 
quence of unjust interdictions, the colonies have lost their 
trade with Kew Spain, the Spanish Main, and the islands of 
foreign powers, thus being deprived of the supplies of ready 
money required to make their English payments. The Ameri- 
cans ftirther contend that they are burdened with troops, not 
for purposes of defence, but for those of subjugation ; that the 
expenses of constructing and repairing the barracks and fur- 
nishing the supplies fall upon the provinces ; that they have 
been forbidden to expand their paper issues, while they find 
it impossible to maintain their commerce at home and abroad 
with the little ready money remaining, as almost all the gold 
and silver has gone across the ocean, and that in consequence 
it is imposiuble to meet accruing liabilities ; that failures are 
occomng every day, and that universal distress must needs 
enena 

" In my ojHnion the diminution of specie is real, but there 
is reason to suppose that it is hoarded on account of the dis- 
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tnrbed state of af&irs. I caanot believe the statements mada 
in regard to the Eumg exported to England ; it is pretended 
tbat the article of tea alone has netted them three hundred 
thoagand pounds. As soon as I can obtain an insight into 
this matter, T shall report upon it. The result of all these 
facts is, that the colonies are more than ever willing to re- 
trench their expenditures, and live exclusively upon their own 
productions. In Boston a number of wealthy men have just 
formed an association for the purpose of assisting the various 
trades and manufactures by loans of money. If the country 
adheres to its determination to import no goods from Eng- 
land, the trade and the credit of the mother country must in- 
evitably fall off, its manufactories must fail, and its working- 
men be deprived of their livelihoods. And if the court should 
undertake to cure this evil by imposing additional taxes or 
prohibiting the erection of new manufactories, sedition will 
follow, and the breach be beyond healing. All these contin- 
gencies will depend in a great degree on the course pursued 
by the next Parliament. I have already mentioned in my 
last, that the provinces, after having separately deliberated 
on the attitude to be assume 1 in regard to the stamp act, 
have disregarded the order forbidding tfaem to communicate 
their proceedings to each other, and have held a general con- 
vention of deputies from the diffureut States. The prohibition 
against such gatherings has been reiterated. 

"In a few days I hope to have the honor of writing to 
you from New York." 

Ealb quitted Philadelphia for Xew York on the 25th of 
January, 1T68. At that time, especially in the winter season, 
the journey occupied as many days as it now does hours. 
After encountering great difficulties in crossing the Delaware 
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and BaritaD, aod travelling three days id getting to PrincetoD, 
K&lb reached the ahore opposite Staten Island on the 28th, 
vhence he was obliged to croas the Kill. It was between 
Eeven and eight o'clock in the evening, the weather extreme- 
ly cold, and the ground covered with snow. The passage, 
however, was conudered entirely safe by the landlord of the 
Bla^Dg Star, the inn at the landing, and by the ferrymen, 
as there was bat little ice in the river, and a fair wind blow- 
ing. The boat accordingly started from the shore with its 
nice passengers, including Ealb, and fonr horses." Bntno 
sooner had it reached the middle of the current than the 
wind veered round, and the frail cralt drifted helplessly 
before it upon a little Island, distant abont half a mile from 
the ferry and from the month of Fisbkill Creek, where it sank 
with the horses and baggage, while the passengers saved 
themselves partly by swimming and partly by wading through 
the mud and ice. The whole island was without. house, tree, 
or shelter of any kind against the piercing cold. Standing 
np to their w^sts in the marsh, the nnfoi'tunates shouted in 
vain for help ; their cries were unheard, as the wind came off 
shore, and directly in their teeth. Nothing was left for them 
to do bat to huddle together as closely as possible, and save 
themselves from freezing to death by exercise and watchful- 
ness. Exhausted by this protracted struggle with the 
elements, one or two gave themselves up to sleep, for which 
of course they paid the foifeit of their lives. As eleven o'clock 
expired a boy belonging to the ferry, followed, at three o'clock 
in the morning, by a [passenger, Mr. George, who sank into 
the sleep of death ia spite of all the efforts of his companions 
to keep him awake. The rest survived the night of horrors, 
and were descried from shore at alout nine o'clock in the 
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morning. Benumbed and nnconscions, scarcely able to nse 
their limba, they were loaded upon a sledge, and conveyed 
to the bouse or a Mr. Mei-serau. Kalb at onoe proceeded to 
bathe hU feet and legs for a quarter of an hour in icy-cold 
water, then took some refreshmentB, vent to bod, and slept 
till evenuig. He was the only one of tbe party who escaped 
without injury. The surgeon who had been sent for, when 
told of this treatment, never looked at him, bat declared 
that tbe man who had trifled n-ith himself in that manner, 
must be lying dead in his bed. The others, who, on enter- 
ing the house, had crowded around a large fire, irritated the 
chilblains and lost their toes, one of them even a leg, an- 
other both his ears, and a third his fingers. Kalb, who 
figures in the account of the disaster given by the " New 
York Gazette" of February 8, 1768, as a German colonel, lost 
all his baggie, containing several hundred louis d'ors, the 
badge of his order, and the key to his cypher. He was able 
to proceed to New York on the 31st of January, but his re- 
ports to the Duke of Choiseul were interrupted until the lat- 
ter part of February. 

"The colonies," he writes on the 26th of February, 
*' seem to intrench themselves more and more in their sys- 
tem of opposition and of economy. It is said that the mer- 
chants of London are already beginning to perceive the 
effects of this policy; that in consequence of it the wages of 
labor are falling off; that a number of tbe trades, by combin- 
ing among themselves, have destroyed the business of those 
who worked for less than the established prices. But on all 
these points yon, Monseigneur, must necessarily be better 
informed than I am. 

"The Assembly at Boston have jnst resolved to remou- 
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Btrate with the court agaioBt the tea tax, aa will appear by 
the accompanying English documentB, which I enclose in the 
original, in order to excite less suspicion in case the lettei 
sbonld be intercepted. The dissatisfaction with the impost 
grows out of their aversion to being taxed by the Parliament, 
instead of by the repreaentatives of tbeir own provinces. It 
would seem to me that the Court of St. James mistakes its 
own interest. If the king woald ask the colonies for sums 
mnoh larger than the proceeds of the imposts in dispute, 
they would be granted without any objection, provided the 
colonists were left at liberty to tax themBelveB, and, aa free 
Babjects, to give their money with their own consent. Dur- 
ing the late war tbey bave paid enormous sums, larger ones 
than the king demanded, because he approached their as- 
semblies with the same foi-malities as he observed in calling 
upon Parliament ibr subsidies. It ia a matter of surprise 
that the court has discarded this advantageous method, and 
that the people of Great Britain are ready to subvert the 
fundamental polity of the kingdom by taxing their fellow- 
ciiizens without their consent, when they aubmit to the same 
proceeding only at the hands of their representatives in the 
House of Commons. 

" The colonies have the same r^bt ; they can only be 
taxed by their own aMgemblics. The king would, therefore^ 
have to make an application for that purpose to every singlj 
colony. But the colonies themselvea would not favor this - 
last alternative, partly on account of the expense involved, 
and partly on account of the certainty of finding themselves 
in a minority on all occasions, which would unavoidably 
constrain them to participate in every war waged in Europe 
by England or by the elector of Hanover. Tbey would 



^oiizodbvCoO^Ie 



LIFB0PKAL8. 63 

prefer a parliament or a continental assembly, a power 
whicb, however, woald soon become dangerous to the crown. 
All olaBses of people here are imbued with such a spirit of 
independence and freedom from control, that if all the prov- 
inces can be united ander a common representation, an inde- 
pendent State will soon be formed. At aU events it toill 
certainly come forth in time. Whatever may be done in 
London, this country is growing too powerful to be mach 
longer governed at so great a distance. The population \% 
now estimated at three millions, and is expected to double 
itself in less than thirty years. It is not to be denied that 
children swarm every whei-e like ants. The people are strong 
and robust, and even the English officers admit that the 
militia are equal to the line in every particular. 

"I have not yet obtained accurate information as to the 
number of tlie militia, bu' shall soon be able to submit a re- 
liable report. Tlie English troops under General Gage, oc- 
cupying the country from New England to the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, muster sixteen regiments, each of ten companies, num- 
bering seventy men in time of peace and a hundred in time 
of war, besides a company oi' artillery and a number of en- 
gineers. I believe I have already mentioned that these 
troops are changed every three yeara, and are never recruited 
from the inhabitants of the country. 

" From conversations with several prominent individuals 
here, I have learned that the English Government greatly 
regrets having made peace with Spain without demanding the 
cession of the iahmd of Porto Kico, the position of which is 
in every respect so favorable to English interests. Under the 
pretext of protecting their trade, the English Government 
had many men of war at sea and a large number of troops on 
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islands. It is evident that these forces are so distributed for 
the special purpose of being prepared to pounce upon the 
French and Spanish settlenients on these islands at the first 
speck of war. That the English have treated as good prizes 
several ships captured near the island of San Juan in the 
course of last year, you have doubtless been informed. 

"Enclosed are the compacts entered into between the 
Government and the Assembly of Pennsylvania, which will 
explfun my recent statement relating to the war with tlie 
savages. On my return to France I shall report the exact 
list of the English navy and merchant marine, as well as a 
summary of the entire forces of England by land and sea. I 
am on the point of leaving for Boston and Halifax ; my ship 
is weighing her anchor." 

"Here in Boston," Kalb proceeds in his report to Choiaeul 
on the 2d of March, 1768, "I meet wilb the same opinions as 
in the provinces already visited, only expressed with greater vio- 
lence and acrimony. The four provinces composing New Eng> 
land — Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and New 
Hampshire — appear to be more fijmly united among them- 
selves, in consequence of the commimity of interests, than the 
remaining colonies. Massachusetts in particular, the moat 
wealthy and populous, gives the impulse and the signal of 
independence to the rest. In spite of this restive spirit, how- 
ever, they all, from the leadei'g down to the humblest citizen, 
seem to be imbued with a heartfelt love of iho mother oonn- 
try. The inhabitants of this province are almost exclusively 
Englishmen or of English stock, and the liberties so long 
enjoyed by them, have only swelled the pride and presump- 
tion peculiar to that people. 
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"All these circumstances go to show but too dearly that 
there vUl be do means of inducing them to accept of assist- 
ance from abroad, la fact, they are so well convinced of the 
justice of their cause, the clemency of the king, and of their 
own importance to the mother country, that they have never 
contemplated the possibility of extreme measures. The Gov- 
erumeot is accused of fomenting the esisting discontent for 
selfish purposes. The enclosed English slip will acquaint yoo 
vith the internal dissensioos on this Bubjcct, and reveal the 
causes of complaint which are urged against the Government. 
I adhere to the opinion that the incendiaries will not alone 
Bucoamb, but that the colonies will yet have the satisfaction 
of seeing the mother country admit herself to have been in 
the wrong, and do her best to repair it. 

*' I have engaged corresptondents here, who will keep me 
promptly advised of everything that may occur hereafter. 
This letter goes by the New York packet for Holland. I 
myself shall embark two days hence for Halifax, when I shall 
repair, according to circumstances, to Isle Royale and even to 
Canada At this moment I am engaged in collecting ma* 
terials relative to the number of the militia, to be arranged in 
the order of their regimenta and provinces ; I append the par- 
ticulara relating to the form of government of each colony. 

" I am more and more astonished at the immense number 
of merchantmen to be seen in all the ports, rivers, and bays, 
jrom the Potomac and Chesapeake to Boston harbor. And 
in addition to these, numberless ships are in course of con- 
Btruction. What must have been the trade of the colonies 
before the disturbances began ! Nor am I less struck with the 
flourishing appearance of the interior. Ou my return to France 
I shall report the most minnte particutai-B in this connection. 
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"Bya second letter just received from my wife, I see again 
that my last lines from Holland and England vere opened on 
their passage. This leads me to fear that my despatches 
from this country have either met with the same fate, or per- 
haps have not arrived at all. I therefore incur the risk of 
remaining entirely without advices from yon; an additional 
reason for my speedy retarn, which, of oonrae, does not nre- 
clude my coming out again, if that shonld appear to you to 
be required by the interests of the king's service. This step 
will enable me to change my correspondents and agents in 
England and HoUand, and to secure better protection for my 
own correspondence by addresses to be procured from my 
friends in the chief towns of this country. In this manner I 
shall be in a condition to protect myself, and guard my secret. 
The perils and hardships of the journey do not deter me, but 
I am very anxioos to accomplish the ends of my mission. 
The ship will siul in two hours for Halifax. I close." 

After a very quick voyage Ealb reached Halifax on the 
7th of March, and there resumed his correBpoudeuce with 
ChoiseuL Meeting everywhere with the same style of con- 
versation and the same views on the existing state of the 
country, as he says in his letter of the 9th of March, he reverts 
to the declaration that the colonies in all probability would 
never invoke foreign aid in their efforts to make themselves 
independent of the King and the Parliament, because time, 
the increase of population, aud the steady increase of material 
prosperity, would of themselves accomplish the desired change. 
The harbor of Halifax he describes as one of the most spar 
oious and secure of the continent, and as the general rendez- 
vous for the Royal Navy in the Atlantic Ocean. For this 
reason the fortifications at Capo Breton had been destroyed, 
lest they should become injurious to Halifax. 
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Kalb intended to travel hence to Maine, and thence, if th« 
cold weather continued, to proceed by aleigh to Lake Cham* 
plain, returning to New York by the valley of the Hndson. A 
endden thaw prevented bim from ezecnting the plan. His 
next report, therefore, was written at Philadelphia so late as 
the Idth of April, and contains some valnable information 
relative to the Frenoh-Canadiane." " There are at this day," 
he sajs, " but few persons in those immense provinces in sym- 
pathy with France. Those most devoted to onr Govemment 
have left tbe country since the close of the war, and those 
who remain are satisfied with their present Government, or 
expect no improvement of their condition from a change of 
rulers. Their lands, have risen in value, they pay but trifling 
taxes, enjoy unqualified freedom of conscience, as well as all 
the privileges of the English people, and take part in the 
ntan^ement of public affairs. Besides, they have become 
closely allied with the inhabitants of the neighboring prov- 
inces by intermarriages and other lies. I regard it as my 
duty to speak candidly on all these matters, because I will 
not deceive yon, and do not wish yon to be deceived by 
others. In case of a war with onr neighbors beyond the 
Channel it would be difficult, therefore, to make a diversion 
to this part of their possessions. I always recur to my 
belief that the quarrels of the English with their colonies 
will terminate to the satisfaction of the latter. A war with 
us would only hasten their reconciliation, and, on the footing 
of restored privileges, the English court could even direct all 
the troops, resources, and ships of this part of the world 
against our islands and the Spanish Main. A foreign war is 
less hurtiiil to England than internal discord, which, however, 
would at once yield to the necessity of defence against a 
common foe." 
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Ab Kalb received the moEt of liis private letters wttb the 
seal broken, and never had an answer from Choiseul to anj 
of his reports, and as, for this reason, he feared that his 
correspondence with the I&tter had been either tampered 
with or entirely suppressed, he resolved to put an end to this 
piunfiil nncenainty by instantly returning to France. He 
accordingly advised the duke of hie intention on the 24th of 
April, 1768, being then at New York, and offered, if neces- 
sary, to retnm at once to America. " Even admitting the 
possibility of a positive rapture," he writes, " the opening of 
actual hostilities between tiie coart and the colonies cannot 
bnt be far distant, as it presupposes tbe participation of the 
people, the shipment of large maiises of troops, and extensive 
levies of soldiers and sailors. On the other hand, the colonies, 
if hard pressed, would make a pretence of enbmission, to 
gain time for creating a navy, concentrating and disciplining 
their forces, and making other needful preparations." 

Abont the end of April Kalb left New York in the 
packet Minerva, arrived on the height of Dover tbe 1st of 
June, went first to London to adjust his accounts, and reached 
Paris on the 12th of June. Learning, on his first visit at 
Versailles, that of his numerous reports five only had been 
received, he requested a private audience of Choiseul on the 
23d of June. The latter named an early day, but postponed 
the interview more than once on account of other business, 
so that ou the I8th of July Kalb sent the duke a written 
statement of the English forces stationed in America on tbe 
1st of June, 1768. In acknowledging the receipt of this paper 
on the 22d of July, Choiseul expressed the opinion that the 
figures were too high, as it was impossible for England to 
be BO strong, hut encouraged bim to make furtber reports 
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from time to time, and particnlarly to give liim access to 
letters and newspapers received from America. TTp to thfl 
month of October lie continued to manifest an increasing 
interest in American aSairs, and to receive every information 
on the subject with the greatest attention. And, np to the 
close of the year, hardly a week elapsed without Kalb's send- 
ing the minister translations from American journals, or 
copies of his correspondence. On the 6th of August he 
submitted an elaborate memorial, containing a histoncal 
retrospect of the discontents of the colonies, and the conclu- 
Bions bis observations bad led him to form. On the footing 
of the latter Kalb r^ards it as indubitable that America 
will at some day emancipate herself from England, either 
when the number of its inhabitants shall come to equal those 
of Great Britain, a goal which the country is approaching 
with giant strides, as the population is swelled not by births 
alone but by immigration from every quarter of Europe, or 
when England shall drive the colonies to nnite and declare 
their independence by increased pressure and □nl)ending 
severity. He goes on to predict that the Americans will not 
only throw off all allegiance to the British crown, but in time 
will threaten and indeed annex the possessions of other 
European powers on the Northern continent. On the other 
hand he is of opinion that at the present stage of the contest 
they will rather submit than call in foreign aasistauce, and 
sees nothing in the present difBculties but a family quarrel, 
for which reason also he has no doubt that the ministers will 
ultimately adopt a conciliatory policy, and recommends an 
attitude of observation and expectancy. 

His views are those of a calm and sensible observer, 
who draws his conclusions from the facts before him. That 
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they were correct in relation to the facts which had then 
transpired, is proved not only by the slmultaneonB opinion 
of Dnrand, the French Ambasaador at London, who, on the 
30tb of AugaHt, based on reliable accounts, declares it inja- 
dicions to calculate upon an early revolution in the colonies, 
while hia BucoesBor, Count Ch&telet, in an official paper 
dated as late as the I8th of November, 1768, varus Choiaeul 
against any precipitate act of hostility to England, as cal- 
culated to reconcile the colonies with the mother country, 
and to unite them both against France ;" but it is also 
made manifest by the repeated declarations of Franklin, who 
at that time also believed that a foreign intervention would 
result in silencing the complaints of the colonies, and who, 
even in the year niO, maintained an unbroken faith in the 
adjustment of the pending difficulties. 

At the close of the year 17S8 Choiseul became daily 
more indifierent to Ealb's reports. His attention was en- 
grossed, on the one hand, by the war for the final occupa- 
tion of Corsica, which just then was aHHuming proportions 
calculated to concentrate all the efforts of the nation, and 
on the other hand by a plan he was then eagerly discussing 
with Count Chitelet for damaging England and fostering 
the discontent of her colonies by uniting with Spain in the 
renunciation of the old French and Spanish colonial policy, 
and freely admitting the products of North America into 
the colonies of both Bourbon powers. The execution was 
frustrated by the scruples of the Spanish minister Grimaldi, 
who feared to enhance still further the importance and the 
prosperity of a neighbor already formidable, and likely by 
making it independent of the mother country and assum- 
ing a republican form of government, to prove positively 
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dangerous to the intereats of Spain. Choieenl himself waa 
so busy with diplomatic trana&ctioDB, cabinet consultations, 
reports of various boards of trade, and other matters per- 
taining to the imme^ate realization of his revolutionary 
projects, that no time was left him for matters comparatively 
unimportant, such as Kalb's reports. He acted, therefore, 
like all great men having no further use for those who have 
been instmmtiDtal in furthering their designs : he broke with 
Kalb on a most frivolous pretext. Eariy in 1739, \rhen the 
latter pressed for the private audience so long promised, 
the duke sent him word that his receptions held at the war 
department every Sunday were open to all who had any- 
thing to say to him. Kalb went to request an hour's in- 
terview. Choiseul would not hear him out, but interrupted 
him by saying, "You returned too soon Irom America, and 
your labors are therefore of no use to me. You need not 
send me any more reports about that country," This un- 
merited reproach" hart Kalb the more, as Choiseul had re- 
peatedly testified his approbation of Kalb's course, and had, 
but a few months previously, handed him sis thousand 
francs in reward of his services. 

Of course Kalb broke off his correspondence, and with- 
drew from the minister's notice, not, however, without hav- 
ing made him a proper representation of the injustice of his 
conduct. On the 4th of June, 1770, the duke promised to 
include him in the number of the brigadiers to be newly ap- 
pointed, but the fulfilment of the promise was prevented by 
the downfall of the hitherto all-powerful minister at Christ- 
mas, 1770. But whatever may have been the termination- 
of the intercourse between the gifted statesman and his con- 
scientious agent, it is not to be denied that Kalb's reports 
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exercised an immediate iDflaence npon the politics of the 
period. By aastainiDg ChoiHoul iu the firm conviction tbat 
the difficulties with their American poGsessions would not 
allow the English GoYcrament to ohstruct bis designs 
against Gorsica, they quickened his movements for the ooon- 
patioD of that island. The event justified this calculation, 
for the English acquiesced in the advances of the French, and 
contented themselves with an empty protest even when the 
occupation of the Island was complete. England's power 
was paralyzed in America. 

This whole period was one of preparation for the coming 
struggle, of secret estrangement and external cordiality 
between the two courts. They watched each other narrow- 
ly, surveyed the ground, caught every breeze likely to injure 
the opponent, ran over with professions of friendship, and 
secretly liirthei'ed the plans of each other's enemies. In 
England money and supplies were collected for the brave 
Corsioans then in arms against the French, while Ghoiseul, 
in a sudden burst of anger, threatened to raise collectiona 
in France for the seditious inhabitants of New York and 
Boston." This single fact throws a striking light on the 
real condition of affairs. England honored the noble bat 
unfortunate Faoli, who had taken refnge on her soil, as a na- 
tional hero ; France had to nurse her wrath eight years be- 
fore she could revenge herself by the brilliant reception of 
Franklin at Paris. 

England ought to have known, in August, 1768, what 
weight to attach to Choiseut's expressions of indignation at 
being suspected of fomenting and cherishing the discontent 
of the American colonies at a time of peace. In the most 
glaring contrast to these hypocritical professions, the French 
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minister welcomed with perfect rapture every symptom of 
Americao insubordiDatioii, gave audience to bis ageota, and 
sent them to Asia or America to eecretly intrigue against 
England, Bcrnpnlously preserring, in the archives of the 
miniatry of foreign affairs, every newspaper slip from the 
provincial journals of Boston or Savannah, every rerolution- 
ury placard, nay, every sermon of a discontented New Eng- 
land minister, if only unfavorable to English interests. The 
number of articles translated by Kalb from the most unim- 
portant local journals alone amounts to more than a hundred ; 
and at the present day, in reading the letters trom Uttle 
towns like Newport, Salem, or Newbern, which are proba- 
bly extant nowhere except in Paris, one is at a loss whether 
more to admire the indefatigable assiduity of the ^ent, or 
the untiring researches of the duke. His dowc&ll frustrated 
the execution of bis designs against the English ; but after 
a short interval of five years, which proved highly favorable 
to the development of the American Revolution, they were 
renamed by the Count de Yergennes with equal energy, and 
carried to a successful cousnmmation. 
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A FEW months after hia rotura from America Kalb pnr- 
■^ -*" chased the chalean of Milon la Chapt'IIe, an andent 
manor situate about three miles south of Versailles. Tbe 
former possessor, M. de Besaet, and bis wife, being childless, 
and advanced in years, disposed of it oi»Teiy favorable con- 
ditions. Tbey reserved a small annuity, and the possession 
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for life of the old chateau, while they gave immediate posseB- 
^ioIlofalI the landgand feudal rights, at a price of only seventy- 
two thouBflnd franos. Neither Kalb oor hie wife ever moved 
into the chateau, as both they and their eldest sou died before 
the Beesets, the survivor of whom lived till the year 1798. 
The second sou of our hero, however, Elie de Kalb, entered 
upon the property after he had been permitted by Napoleon 
to retnm to France, and it is still occupied by hia daughter, 
the Viscountess d'Alzac" 

The duties aud responsibilities growing out of this opera- 
tion, and the arraugement of hia affairs in geaeral, now occu- 
pied Kalb so constantly, that he was compelled, for the pres- 
ent at least, to renounce all ambitious schemes. In this 
manner two years passed in rural retirement, which most have 
Iwen donbly grateful in view of the hopeless condition of 
public affairs, and the decay of morals and manners in the 
ruling circles of society. After the fiill of Choiseul the con- 
temptible Dubarry had played the King and the Government 
into the hands of a new set of men. The commandiug influ- 
ence which had been exercised on the counsels of Europe by 
France under the auspices of the now banished dnke, rapidly 
fell back to zero. 

Among the minions of the omnipotent mistress was the 
Connt of Sl Florentine, created Due de Vrilliire, secretary 
of the ting and temporary minister of foreign a^rs, who 
had known Kalb personally ever since the last war, and who, 
in 1771, suggested to him to go to Poland, there to follow 
the example of many other French officei-s, in contending for 
the confederates against the Russians. 

Since the accession of Stanislaus Foniatowski in 1764, 
Poland had become a football in the hands of the foreign 
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powers, especially of Busua, all at work to accompliah its 
di»Qtegration. The straggles leading to tliis result were 
protracted by the oppo^tion offered by the confederated 
patriot Dobility, for foil eight yeara Ohoiseul of coarse sided 
with the latter, and although unable at that time to take their 
part openly, he not only furnished them secretly with money, 
anna, and officers, bnt also stirred up the Turks E^ainsC the 
RuEsians, to interfere with the operations of the latter against 
the Poles. His secret agent, Dumouriez, at Warsaw, and hia 
envoy, Vergennes, at Constantinople, both diplomatists of the 
first water, worked in concert to this end. These matters 
also were greatly changed by CLoiseal's fall. The Duo 
d'Aigaiilon, now the foreign minister of Louis S.V., by his 
indifference to the honor and fortunes of the country, by his 
negligence and thoughtlessness, forfeited all the results of the 
labors of bis predecessor. The decadence of the French 
power, in connection with England's American perplexities, 
made the partition of Poland an easy matter for the Eastern 
powers. The sympathies of the court of Versailles for the 
onfortunate country were now confined to the sending of a 
few more officers, withoat opposing any measure, or even a 
protest, against the encroachments of the spoilers. It was 
about a year and a half before the partition took place that 
VrHIifere, and Monteynard, the minister of war, the latter 
probably at the instigation of the former, called upon Kalb to 
take part in the contest. Dumonriez was still in Poland as 
the secret agent of France, bnt was soon displaced by the 
incompetent Yiom^nil. Kalb was not unknown to the Mar- 
quis de Monteynard, having been recommended to him for 
promotion to the rank of Brigadier in the beginning of the 
year 1771, upon hia assnpiing the portfolio as sucoesBor to the 
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Marquis de Castries. While Vrilli&re was onreserved in iiis 
langaage, the war minister veiled bis meaDinff in myBteriona 
allusions which could not commit him. 

"The king," he wrote to Kalb from Versailles the 4th of 
March, 1771, "considers you qualified, by your talents, for 
a special undertaking of great importance to his service. It 
is ihB wish of his Majesty that yon should at once repair Co 
this place, to receive the directions relating to this misBiDn,if 
yon are prepared to embrace this opportunity of ^ving fur- 
ther proofe of the seal heretofore manifested." 

"I have," answered Kalb on the 12th of March, l77l," 
" maturely considered the proposal of the Due de Vrilliire, 
to 0er\'e the Polish confederation, as well as the terms of- 
fered, by which my promotion is to be postponed until after 
my return, and my compensation to be confined to what I 
may succeed in obtaining from the confederation. I pray 
you, therefore, Monacigneur, if yon desire to make use of me, 
and to give me an opportunity of extending my travels and 
improving my knowledge of men and things, to ^ant me 
two favors : 1. The rank of a brigadier, to which my past 
services and my rank entitle me, so much the more as various 
junior officers, M. de Rossiere and others, have received it. 
This honor would redouble my zeal and activity in the 
kill's service ; in my intercourse with the confederation it 
would be absolutely indispensable, as it would convince 
them that I enjoy the confidence of my sovereign, and am 
entitled to be respected accordingly, and that neither neces- 
sity nor lovc'of adventure drives me into the ranks of the 
patriots. 2. That you would be pleased, either in person or 
by the Due de Vrillifire, to fix my salary, in order that I may 
depend solely upon the king and not upon the confederation, 
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who may perhaps treat me well, aad perhaps ill, in which 
latter case I need not, if thus provided for, resort to the 
painixil expedient of quitting their servioe. 

" A point of no less importance is that I am not to be 
acknowledged by the king in case of an unforeseen reverse. 
I pass this oyer in silence, becanse His Majesty may have 
reasons for this policy, to which I gladly defer; but it 
sborild be an additional inducement to grant me the two re- 
quests above mentioned, as at least some little equivalent for 
the risk incurred of the probable consequences of a refusal to 
acknowledge me. 

"Last year M. de Valcroisaant was sent to the Turkish 
army as a brigadier, a rank certainly less his due than it 
would be mine, if services and seniority are considered. 
Besides, he received pay to the amonnt of thirty thousand 
livres per annum. One-fifth or one-sixth of that sum would 
content me when once appointed brigadier, becanse I do not 
serve to enrich myself, but to advance and to deserve the 
fiivor of my king and his ministers." 

Kalb evidently distrusted the sincerity and the good 
will of the Duo de Vrillifere and the Marquis de Monteynard. 
The latter never entertained hia proposals, bat simply re- 
jected them. A negotiation on the same subject opened 
early in August, 1771, with the Due d'Aiguillon as minis- 
ter of foreign affairs, was equally futile. The Government 
had determined to risk nothing for the Poles, no matter how 
much the policy of the two countries was identified by a 
common interest and by tradition. They were evidently 
preparing to retreat from the position occupied by ChoiseoL 
Thus the idea was entirely abandoned. 

Kalb remained at home for the present, and devoted the 
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eusalng years exclaeively to hia family anil his private aflaira. 
HiB condition in lite waa in every way satistkctory and envi- 
able. He lived in peace and comtbn, sometimes in Paris 
and Eometimes at his coimtry-honse of Bronoaay near Milon ; 
hie children throve ; and as he was even then in possession 
of a fortune of more than four hnndred thousand fruncs, ao 
aa to be independent in every respect, lie tiad, as a private 
man, little or nothing to wish for. Nevertheless, the desire 
for activity and distinction constantly interfered with the 
enjoyment of his good fortnuc ; his restless spirit could not 
adapt itself to the contracted sphere of his rural- retirement, 
and at every glimpse of promotion he beset hie friends with 
solicitations for their intercession, and wrote plans, opinions, 
and proposals about himself as well as about war and peace. 
Doring the reign of Louis XV., however, all his efibits 
to be restored to active service were in vain. It was not 
until the acoeasioD of Louie XVL that a change of events 
occurred favorable to hie aspirations. Among the dignita- 
ries out of &Yor with the old court, now recalled to Ver- 
sailles and invested with influential stations, were the broth- 
ers Broglie, Kalb's old friends and patrons, who had warmly 
advocated his claims for preferment on all occasions. When 
the Comte de Broglie went to Metz in 1775 as military 
commander-in-chief, Kalb worked under him for four months, 
under a regulation then adopted by the minister of war, dn 
May, requiring retired staff oflicers to do duty in garrison 
from time to time. The manner in which his duties were 
performed on this occasion was so satisfactory to the count, 
that the latter personally vouched for his elBciency to the 
Count of St. Germain, on the appointment of the lattci- to 
the ministry of war in October, 1775, and urgently solicited 
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his immediate reappointmeot. This janior Broglie, the 
Coant CbarlcB Francois (1719 to 1T81), was no less fiutbful 
sa a friend and zealoos as a supporter, than bitter and im- 
placable as an enemy, never foi^ving and constantly thwart- 
ing those who refused to subJKot tbemselveH implicitly to his 
dictation, while indulging, aiding, and encouraging all those 
who devoted themaclves unreservedly to his interests. In 
public life he gained less distinuttoii as a general and poli- 
tician, than as a ready intriguer. He was of the party which 
had broken down the Due de Choiseol, behind whose back 
he had acted for years as head of the secret cabinet of Louis 
XY., and never deceived himself in the selection of the m- 
Btniments of his ambition, but frequently erred, as we shall 
have occasion to see hereafter, in his political plans and pro- 
jects, which were almost never regulated by a correct 
knowledge of men and things." 

St Germain answered the Comte de Broglie's note on 
tbe 10th of December, 17TS, regretting that no opening then 
offered for Kalb in the army, bnt wrote at the foot of the 
letter with his own band, " When you shall have returned 
here, M. le Comt«, we shall see what disposition may be 
made of M. de Kalb." This hint referred to America, whioh 
was just then more than ever attracting the attention of the 
French Government. Broglie came to Paris and Versailles 
early in the ensuing year, and eagerly seconded St. Germnin'a 
proposal to send our bero to the assistance of tbe rebellious 
colonies. Kalb himself was soon after admitted to an audi- 
ence of the minister of war. The particulars of their inter- 
view have not been recorded ; but the result was that Kalb's 
position in the French army remained unaltered, a two years' 
fiirlough only being grantel him. 
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At tbe same time St. Germain promieed to proottre fb( 
bim the rewards and honors corresponding to the riek in- 
curred and the advantages to be attained, and, at the first op- 
portunity, to bestow npon him the dignity of a " marfofaal de 
camp"; declining, however, to accede to his request to ap- 
point bim abrigadier immediately, on account of the attention 
which would have been attracted by such a departure from 
ordinary rules, in the absenoe of a vacancy of that grade in 
the army. Nevertheless, on the 6th of November, 1119, M. 
de Sartines handed Kalb a commission as brigadier-general 
lor the islands. In France he now had little or nothing to 
hope tor, while a wide field was opened to him on the other 
side of the ocean. Honor and renown invited him to try his 
fortunes there. He made up his mind to go; resolving, 
however, before preparing for his departure, to await the ex- 
pected arrival in Paris of the American agent, Silas Deane, 
an event which was delayed until the beginning of July, 
1776. 

Months i^ain elapsed before Kalb entered into com- 
munication with bim. The cause of this delay does uot 
appear. Diplomatic and personal scruples appear to have 
obstmcted his path for some time, and the general politics 
of tbe day were not without their influence on KalVs move- 
ments. It is known that the year 1779 was occupied with 
tbe covert diplomacy of the French ministry for and with 
the American insurgents, in secretly supporting and openly 
repudiating them, in steps looking to a more open policy, 
and in sadden relapses and tergiversations. 

Tbe Government of Louis XVI. had from tbe first gives 
its special attention to the distnrbancea in the American 
colonies, tbe Com te de Vei^ennes, minister of foreign affairs, 
4* 
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in'partioalar, having omitted no opportnnity, since the open- 
ing of hostilities by the engagement at Lexington and th« 
taking ofTiconderoga, of making England's embsnassmentB 
of advantage to France and Spain. In the cabinet the 
ministera of war and marine, St, German and Sartines, were 
entirely on his side, while Manrepas, Malherbee, and Turgot 
were more inclined for peace, the latter especially opposing 
warlike meaeoreB on account of the shattered state of the 
finances. The young king vacillated between both parties, 
and was open to every impression, without being capable 
of forming a jadgment of his own upon any topic. The only 
qnestion was wbo was the longest and the last to influence 
bim. Yei^enncB was a shrewd and clear-headed statesman, 
without the impetuosity of genius, but unerring in his aims, 
which he pursued often with insignificant means, bat gen* 
erally with BuccesB. Belonging to the lower order of nobility, 
he had elevated himself by hia own exertions, and, serving 
under Choiseul, bad gone through a anperior diplomatic 
training as envoy at Stockholm and Constantinople. Hav- 
ing, by his representatives and agents, among whom the 
notorious Bonvonloir was one of the most adroit and reliable, 
obtained an accurate knowledge of the objects and intentions 
of the colonies, he never urged the irresolute king, but edified 
him and all the world with homilies on the sanctity of exist- 
ing contracts and the neoessity of peace, while in secret, 
without committing the Government, he did his utmost to 
further the development of aS'airs across the Atlantic. It 
was not until March, 1776, when Just in receipt of an elabo- 
rate report from Bonvonloir, that, in a solemn council of 
ministers he reminded the passive king of the absolute necea- 
aity of securing Fran — gainst any peril growing ont of the 
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Anglo- American diBtarboDces, saggesting that, after eabda- 
ing th« American rebellion, England would bring her whole 
force to bear upon her natural foes and rivals, Spain and 
France, as her statesmen for years had never inquired what 
harm they were actually suffering at the hands of the latter 
power, but always what harm they might possibly snffer 
hereafter. England should therefore be encouraged to adopt 
the most stringent measures against her colonics, and to be 
nursed in the belief that the Bourbon powers were not only 
peaceful in their inclinations, but fearfal of the costs of a 
war; on the other hand, however, the colonies must not be 
suffered to despair, but must be further estranged from the 
mother country, and confirmed in their aspirations after 
independence by undefined promises and even some secret 
assistance, such as gratuitous shipments of munitions of war.** 
This discourse came, in the sequel, particularly after the 
great and good Turgot had been compelled to give way 
before the bitter animosity of the higher nobility, to consti- 
tute the programme which, often abaDdoned and resumed, 
was finally carried out, until at length an open rupture 
became inevitable. Vergennes closely followed the course 
pursued by England at the time of the French occupation 
of Corsica. He also secured the cooperation of Spain, whose 
interests bad been much impaired by the common enemy in 
Morocco, Algiers, and the Philippine Islands. On the 27th 
of Jane, 1776, King Charles, without the knowledge of any 
of bis cabinet except the prime minister Orimaldi, and with- 
out communicating with bis ambassador at Paris, sent a 
million of francs as hia moiety contributed to the joint 
support of the Americans. While Vergennes found in 
Beaumarchais, who had approved himself as a skilled diplo- 



DiailizodbvGoO^It: 



84 LIFB OF KALB. 

matist under the preceding Goremment in varionB tiansao- 
tione with the notorious Chevalier d'£on, the pamphleteer 
Morande, and others, an excellent go-between to oover his 
relations with the American ageat, St. Gennain employed 
a prominent artillery officer, in the person of Adjutant- 
General Colonel di] Coadray, who, in 1774, had made the 
round of the garrisons of the kingdom for the purpose of 
aseertainiDg the stock of guns and small arms on hand, to 
select from tite arsenals the arms and mtinitioas of war 
intended for the Americans, and trandport them to thi 
varions seaports. With this object dn Coudray, in Septem- 
ber, 1776, visited Metz, Manbeuge, St. Etienne, BesanQOtt, 
Gharleville, Strasburg, and Dijon, and made choice of two 
hundred four-pound field-pieces, with a hundred thousand 
balls, besides thirty thousand stand of small arms, and 
ammunition, and four thousand tents. Sartines at the same 
time acted in concert with the Comte de Vergennes, endeav- 
oring to mask the proceedings from the scrutiny of the 
British by pretending to order the arms taken from the 
arsenals by du Coudray, to St. Domingo and other colonies, 
and attaching the officers ordered to America by the minister 
of war, with a superior rank, to an expedition aiao ostensibly 
designed for the colonies. 

Under the mantle of the same device Kalb was likewise 
to proceed to America, to plac« his knowledge and experience 
at the disposal of the rebellious colonies, in the interest of 
France, His first interview with Deane took place on the 
6th of November, the date intervening between that of his 
ihrlougb and that of his promotion, a circum§tance pointed 
out by the American agent himself in his letters to the Con- 
gressional Committee on Secret Correspondence. 
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" The rage, &b I may a^y, for enteriDgt ioto the Amerioan 
service," writes Silas Deaae from Paris, November 6, 177ft,** 
" increases, and the consequence is that I am pressed 
with ofiers find proposals, many of them from persons of the 
first rank and eminence, in the sea S9 welt as land serrice. 
CouDt Broglie, who commaoded the army of France during 
the last war, did me the honor to call on me twice yester- 
day with an officer who served as his quartermaster-general 
in the last war, and has now a regiment in this serviue, but 
being a German, — the Baron de Kalb, — and having travelled 
through America a few years since, he is desirous of engaging 
in the service of the United States of North America. I can 
by no means let slip an opportunity of engaging a person 
of so much experience, and who it by every one recommended 
as one of the bravest and most skillul officers in the king- 
dom; yet I am distressed on every such occasion for want 
of your particular instructions. This gentleman has an 
independent fortune, and a certain prospect of advance- 
ment here; but being a zealous ^eud to liberty, civil and 
religious, be is actuated by the most independent and gener- 
ous principles in the offer he makes of his serviose to the 
States of America." 

Deane accordingly engaged the services of Ealb as ma- 
jor-general, his seniority to date &om the lih of November, 
1776, and reported, on the 28th of the same month, that he 
regarded them as a great acqnisition to the cause of American 
liberty. The formal contract was signed by both parties on 
the 1st of December, Kalb signed for himself and fifteen 
companions, among whom were the Vicomte de Mauroy, 
major-general, Dubuysson, afterward his aide and major, 
Ton HoltzeudorflT, lieutenant-colonel, and various offlcere of 
cvory grade down to that of lieuteuant. 

DiailizodbvGoO^It: 



8S LIFBOFXALB. 

The EDglisti ambaaaador was not ill Berred by his upieB, 
who informed him, as earl; aa the 4tb of December, that 
Ealb was on the point of going to America, at the wish and 
inatigadoQ of the French Government. 

"I am very credibly informed," writes Lord Stormond on 
ttiat day confidentially to Lord Viscount Weymontb, con- 
foanding correct with incorrect statements, "a Mods. ColW, 
a Swiss officer formerly in this service, wtio married a daugh- 
ter of the &mous van Rob^B, was sent for to Fontiuaebleau, 
and stayed there some days. It was proposed to him that if 
he wonld go to St. Domingo and from thence to North 
America, he ahuuld have the rank of Brigadier, and nine or 
ten thousand livres a year during the time of his being em- 
ployed. These conditions he accepted after some hesitation, 
and set out from hence on Monday last. He is accompanied 
by a Mons. Holtzendorfij a Prussian by birth, who was like- 
wise engaged by this court, and has had the rank of lieuten- 
anircolonel given him, with six thousand livres a year. He 
is not thought to be an officer of any distinction, but M. 
Colb4 is, I am told, a man of ability. He was sent to North 
America during the ministry of M. de Choisenl, who gavo 
him the ' ovdre de m^iite.' " 

In point of fact the negotiations had not yet reached this 
point Kalb was still in Paris, and concluded a new agree- 
ment with Deane on the Tth of December, which bears the 
additional signature of Lafayette. This young man had 
then just completed his nineteenth year. He was filled with 
youthful enthusiasm for America, and a burning desire to 
flesh his sword in a transatlantic crusade. His kinsman and 
pat«mal friend, the Comte de Broglie, who had knowledge 
of his plans, and who, at the same lime, was Kalb's ardent 
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protector, referred bis coasin to the latt«r, aod recommended 
him to hia care and coimseL It most have been between the 
let and ?th of December tliat Ealb introduced his prot4g4 
to Deane, for he ia not named at all in the contract bearing 
the former date, while he eigns the latter aa one of the par- 
tiea. 

Kalb had been clear from the first that the coloniea could 
not reckon upon a steady and vigorooB support at the hands 
of France, unless they should succeed in enlisting the sym- 
pathies of a considerable number of individuals eminent by 
birth and station. He therefore made it bia special object to 
confirm young Lafayette in his noble and disinterested zeal, 
as he did not faH to perceive that he would draw after him 
many others of the sprigs of the high nobility, and thus, pos- 
sibly, make interest enough ultimately to biing about an 
alliance between the two countries. As a man of riper years 
and estabUshed reputation, whoae judgment and experience 
had weight with younger men, he brought the indefinite and 
aometiroes wandering ambition of the French nobles to bear 
upon a practical object, and gave a political direction td the 
enthusiaam for philosophy and the rights of man then raging 
among fashionable circles. He managed to identify with it 
the struggle gainst England, and the necessity of wiping 
from the French escutcheon the stains indicted by the Seven 
Years' War ; and by this exercise of his personal influence, he 
made himself not only the leader and adviser of the young 
nobility, but also contributed no less to the final success of 
the American anna, than he was afterward instmmental in 
promoting it as a commander in the field. 

It Tas about the end of November or beginning of De- 
cember, 1776, Deane intended to send the cannon above 



^laiiizodbvGoo^It: 



88 LIFE OF KALB. 

named, as well &b the ammnnition, arme, and tents, which the 
FreD.;b Goveniment had presented to the colonies, leather 
with the officers, from Havre, Nantes, L'Orient, and Dunkirk, 
to America. Elalb himself was to sail from Havre with one 
of the very first vessela. It had been sufficiently difficult to 
collect these various articlea from oat of the fortresses of the 
eaatem and northern parts of the kingdom, and convey them 
to the western ports, without exciting the snsplcionB of the 
English ambassador; but these difficulties were increased 
tenfold when they were to be shipped at tliese ports in the 
vessels taken by the officers enlisted by Deane. The minis- 
ters answered Lord Stormond's remonstnuices by saying that 
the munitions of war and the officers were intended for the 
colonies; but this allegation was cont.radicted by the cir- 
cumstance that merchantmen, and not men of war, were 
employed for the purpose. Moreover, the yonng officers be- 
longing to the expedition committed great indiscietions — 
went through the streets of Havre and Nantes boasting of 
their intended exploits, and discussed their plans and pro- 
jects in the coffee-houses, as if with the design of provoking 
the misgivings of the English miDister. Even Beaumarchais, 
who had hastened to Havre, nnder the assumed name of 
Dorand, to superintend the embarcation, I^)8ing from his 
great mercantile r6le int« the weaknesses of the literary man, 
could not deny himself the satisfaction of having his come- 
dies performed during his presence at Havre, and even at- 
tended the rehearsals." 

One of Seane's ships, ostensibly bound for St. Domingo, 
the Amphitrite, was to take General du Coudray, while ao- 
other, " la Seine," was to cany the coi-tfige headed by Kalb, 
who reached Havre o ' the 10th of December. The former 
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actually set sail from Havre on the 14lJi of December, but 
returned in a few days to L'Orient, diaaatiefied with tbe ao- 
commodationB of tbe vesBel and the etorage of the oarga" 
At tbe energetio interpellation of Lord Stormood, the French 
minUtere now could not avoid issning an nnqualified inter* 
diet of the expedition. To this was added tbe news of the 
defeat of tbe Americans in the campaign of 1776 — a sufficient 
reason with Vergenues for even withholding, for the pres- 
ent, the supplies already on shipboard." Du Gondray again 
eet sail, alone, on the 14tb of February, 1777 ; but Kalb and 
his companions remuned, awdting a more favorable oppor- 
tnnity. 

While E^b was still at Havre, expecting the removal 
of the obstacles to bis departure^ he received, from one of 
his confidants, Dubois Martin, secretary of the Comte de 
Br<^lie, reports of occurrencea at Paris, and the prospects 
of Lafayette and bis friends, and oonsn1t«d with him oo their 
mutual plans for the future. Dubois' letters, dated the Bth, 
14th, and 17th of December, throw a new light upon this 
still ohscnre stage of the relations of France with Amerioa, 
and therefore deserve to be given here at length." 

" I have received," says Dubois, December the 8th, "the 
letter yon sent me in favor of M. Gerard for Mr. Deane. 
Receive my thanks for your attention and punctnality at a 
moment when you are so much occupied with your impending 
departure. 1 have been persuaded by M. de Mauroy and de 
la Roziere to dine with them. The Marquis de Lambert 
occupied me with his conversation for a long time, and the 
Marquis de Lalayette has conversed with me for at least three 
hours at two sittings. But you have seen him this morning 
after he had left me ; I am not, therefore, called upon to 
relate what took place between ns this evening. 
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" Lafayette has probably told you that the Dnc d'Ayen 
(hJB father-io-law) bad wrilten, or inteoded to write, to M. de 
Manrepae. The answer of the miniBter was to the effect that 
he knew nothing of the entry of French officers into the ser- 
vice ot the English colonies, that snch a step would be an act 
of hostility, which his Majesty was &r from sanctioning ; that 
the king waa much gratified with the evidences of the zeal 
of the Vicomte de XoEuIleB (Lafayette's brother-in-law), bat 
that he must not think of going to America, On the strength 
of this letter, vhich is exactly what it should have been, when 
a matter calculated for oral communication only is committed 
to writing, the Vicomte de Noailles renonnces his plan. The 
answer of M. de Maurepas will certainly get before the pub- 
lic, and no doubt come to the knowledge of Lord Stormond, 
so that, if this ambassador and his court pnt &ith in it (a 
question which I leave to yonr decision), your journey to 
St. Domingo will not be molested. Onr yonng marquis 
(Lafayette) does not despur ; he still has the greatest desire 
to go, and is on the point of writing to Riiffec {the Comte de 
Broglie's country-seat) for advice and iDformation. He is 
satisfied with sending his letter by mail, which wilt give him 
leisnre for reflection, and the count sufficient time for conud- 
eration. I do not yet know what will be Lafayette's final 
resolution. M. de Koailles, having renounced his own de- 
signs, will probably endeavor to dissuade the marquis from 
adhering to his, in which attempt he will of conrse be seconded 
by his fnmily. I shall have the honor, if there is sufficient 
time, of informing you of any turn the af&ir may take here- 
after, availing myself, for that purpose, of the address of M. 
Feray. 

" Testerday,^ condnues Dubois, from Paris, the 14th of Do- 
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cember, 1Y76, *'I received your &vor of the 10th mstaat. I 
am waiting for news from Rnfiec, and it gives me great pleas 
ure to hope there may be time to traasrait them to yon. 

" It must be coDfeaaed that secrecy is a virtue, and that 
you have every reason to congratulate yoareelf on having 
escaped the consequences of the precaations taken hy yonr 
braggart friends to prevent your journey from beoomingpob* 
lioly known. 

"The Dnc d'Ayen had written to M. de Manrepas for the 
Vlcomte de Noaillea. The minister answered that he knew 
nothing about the matter, and that he could not allow the 
vicomte to go. The Marquis de Lafayette is not discoursed. 
He is waiting for the answer to a letter which he has handed 
to me (for the count), and will take the advice which will be 
given him. He is a most splendid young man, and siaoerely 
devoted to you. 

" The latest news which occupies all the world here, is the 
arrival of Mr. Franklin at Nantes, who, as I may remark in 
passing, has even taken a ship on his journey hither. He will, 
as M. de FayoUes writes me, set out for Paris to-day or to 
morrow. 

" Mr. Deane will wait till Monday before handing M. de 
Mauroy the despatches intended to have been delivered last 
Thursday, He received a letter from Mr. Franklin, by which 
this matter was protracted. Two persons have to-day in- 
formed me, that a prohibition has been published against dis- 
cussing the war in the cafiSs. Tlie precaution is a timely one, 
as the war is at present the subject of every conversation. 

" I hope to send you some news from Ruffec before your 
departure, and would request you to forward the enclosed 
little note to M. de Soaneville." 
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** I have the honor," says Doboie ia his final epistle of De^ 
cember 17, "to enclose a letter joat received for you from the 
Comte de Broglie, while youni of the 14th instant only came 
to hand yesterday. 

" M. do Coudray and hia companions have my bert wishes 
for their success, and I hope that, contrary to general expe» 
tation, he may elude the pureoit of our neighborB. 

" I should be glad if you would come here once more, to 
see Mr. Franklin, It would greatly further the negotiation 
you have undertaken, as it is possible that otherwise some 
other party may approach this member of Congress with the 
same views as those we advocate. If you cannot get away I 
would like yon to ivrite to Mr. Deane, asking him whether or 
not the arrival of Mr. Franklin will effect any alteration in 
tbe,form or spirit of his despatches, or in the plan you have 
submitted to him for the choice of a commandep-iD-chie£ 

" At all events you might warn him against giving too 
ready an ear to suggestions of parties probably 111 calculated 
for so important a position, as I am quite sure yon agree with 
me in opinion that there is not a man in Europe so well fitted 
for the office as onra (Broglie). I do not entertain this view 
because of any predilection for the candidate. Yon would 
very much oblige tne by an intimation respecting your i leas 
and intentions on this bead. 

" It is given out here that the insnrgents have made peace. 
I do not believe it, beonuse M. du Coudray has been allowed 
to depart. It is true that the news was only published on 
Sunday the ISth. Mr. Deane expects Mr. Franklin to>day. 
He has now postponed to next Thursday the delivery of hia 
despatches to M. de Mauroy. The latter also, aa you see, ia 
not ready to start. It is said here that a courier has been 
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sent to the barber of Seville (Beaamarcbais), whose diBcretion 
surpriseB me. I hope yon will adopt something of my mode 
of proceeding, if the pnblicity he has given to his Havre 
expedition sbonld be attended with no ill consequence. M. 
de Manroy desires his kindest regards. As the coaat is very 
fund of hira, I wif& yon may become very intimate in foreign 
parts." 

The obscure passages in the preceding tines are explained 
by the following letter of the Comte de Broglie himself. 
Characteristic of the selfish pdnt of view in which the 
French magnates regarded the American contest, and inters 
esting from the clearness with which it displays the plans 
and hopes they founded a[ion it, it discloses the bloated self- 
conceit of the mling class, the nairowneES of their social 
prf-jndices, and their ntter inability to nnderstand the scope 
and reach of the American revolution. 

In the eyes of these well-seasoned politicians and states- 
men, the enthusiasm entertained by the younger nobility for 
a war waged in support of popular rights, was at best a 
drapery for their own selfish purposes. For such men noth- 
ing was good, jnst, or honorable, except what benefited them 
personally, and damaged the English. Thus Ameiica was a 
soil upon which to display their talents to the gaze of an 
admiring world ; the people there fighting for their liberties 
came to be considered, at the utmost, as materials with 
which the great were to work out the splendor of their 
renown. A sound appreciation of the merits of the issue 
was as distant from their minds as the scene of the drama 
was remote from their corporal vision. What interest they 
did take in this phase of the question was such as would 
have been manifested by the condescending nod of approba- 



lion with which a lord contemplates the provident npon 
whom he bestows hie charity, not so much for the happiness 
of the poor man as to illustrate his own muitificence. The 
peasant repablio appeared, to the leadiog nobles of that day, 
as clear of any connection with the past or Aitnre of the 
civilized world, as the Circassians or the Bedouins appear to 
the present generation ; and Washington was little more to 
them than the brave Schamyl or Abdelkader to the modem 
newspaper reader. The candor with which this way of 
thinking and these designs are revealed in de Broglie'a 
letter, is precisely what makes it so interesting and instmo- 
tive. How little Silas Deane, incompetent as he was, can 
have been convinced of the justice of his caose and the 
success of his countrymen, how perfectly ignorant he most 
have been of the nature and bearing of the contest, is 
shown by his fevoring and approving the plan of the 
French, instead of repelling it with utter scorn as incompati- 
ble with the honor of his country. Can the French, under 
these circumstances, be blamed for considering the Ameri- 
cans simply as their passive instrnmeuts ? 

"I have seen with pleaenre," writes de Broglle at his 
country-seat, Rnffec, the 11th of December, *'from the reW 
tions of M, Dubois Martin, as well as from your last letter 
of the 5th instant, ^e good progress of your affairs, and 
hope that all your wishes will continne to be realized. You 
may rest assured that, on my part, I shall not neglect your 
interests, which, as yon will not fail to remember, I have at 
all times advocated, the more cheerfully that I know that 
the favor of the king could not be better bestowed. 

" I do not doubt that the plan communicated to you by 
M. Dubois meets you ■ entire approbation. It is clearly in- 
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diepeDsable to the permaneDoe of the vork. A military and 
political leader is wanted, s man fitted to carry the weight 
of authority in the colony, to onite its parties, to aaagn to 
each his place, to attract a large number of persons of all 
classes, and carry them along with him, not courtiers, bat 
brave, efficient, and well-educated officers, who confide in 
their superior, and repose implicit ftuth in him. There need 
not be many grades of a higher order ; but there ia need of 
some, because the corps and the country are separate from 
each other. Not but that there is room enough for a num- 
ber of persons, from among whom a aeleotion may be made. 
The main point of the mission with which you have been 
intrusted will, therefore, consist in explaining the advantage, 
or, rather, the absolute necessity of the choice of a man, 
wdo would have to be inveBted with the power of bringing 
Ills assistants with him, and of aligning to each the position 
for which he shonld judge him to be fitted. The rank of 
the candidate would have to be of the first eminence, such, 
for instance, as that of the Prince of Nassau ; his functions, 
bowever, would have to be confined to the army, excluding 
the civil service, with, perhaps, the single exception of the 
political n^otiations witb foreign powers. In proposing 
such a man, you must, of course, not appear to know 
whether he entertains any wish for siich a position ; but, at 
the same time, you jnust intimate that nothing but the most 
favorable stipulations would induce him to make the sacri- 
fices expected of him. Ton would have to observe that 
three years would be the longest period for which he could 
possibly bind himself, that he would claim a fixed salary, to 
continue after the expiration of that period of service, and 
that on no account would he consent to expatriate himself 
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for ever. What sbouM make yoa particularly explicit ot 
tbis point is, that the aBsnrance of the man's retom to 
France at the end of three years will remove every appre- 
hension in regard to the powers to.be conferred, and will 
remove even the semblance of an ambitions design to be- 
come the sovereign of the new republic. 

"Ton will, therefore, content yourself with Blipnlating 
for a military authority for the person in question, who 
would unite the position of a general and pre«dent of the 
council of war with the title of generalissimo, field mar^ 
shall, etc. 

" Of course large pecuniary considerations would have to 
be claimed for the preparations for the journey, and for the 
journey itself, and a liberal salary for the return home, much in 
the same manner ns has been done in the case of Prince Fer- 
dinand. You can give the assurance that such a measure 
will bring order and economy into the publio exjKuses, that 
it will reimburse its cost a hundred-fold in a single campaign, 
and that the choice of officers who follow their leader at his 
word, and from attachment to bis person, is worth more than 
the reinforcement of the army with ten or twenty thousand 
men. Ton well know the persons who adhere to this leader 
and the unlimited number of subaltern -, ; yon know that they 
are not courtiers, but excellent and well-tried soldiers ; you 
know better than others, the great diS'erence between the 
one candidate and the other, and will lay particular stress 
upon this point. You will be equally mindful to dwell upon 
the effect necessarily produced by such an appointment on 
its mere anouncement in Europe. Even in a good European 
army everything depends upon the selection of a good com- 
mander-in-chief; how much more in a cause where everything 
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has yet to be oreated and adjusted I It is DOt easy to find a 
man qnalified for each a task, and at the same time willing to 
aodertake it. If matters down there — " li bas "—should turn 
out well, yOD shoald induce Congress immediately to send 
little Dubois back to Mr, Deane with full powers and dlrea- 
tions. These powers ehould be limited in no respect, except 
in so &r as to remove all danger of a too extensive ezeroise 
of the civil authority, or of ambitions schemes for dominion 
over the republic. The desire is to be useful to the republic 
in a political and military way, but with all the appropriate 
honors, dignities, and powers over subordinate functionaries; 
in short, with a well-ordered power. 

"If yon send back little Duboia, advise me at the same 
time of tite true condition of affairs and of the state of public 
feeling, adding your suggestions of what is best to be dona 
Also inform me of the nature of the power conferred upon 
the agents of the insurgents. Farewell 1 I wish you and 
your caravan a pleasant journey. I shall execute your com- 
missions, and shall see M. de Sartiges when I get to Paris. 

" Acquaint me with the receipt of thb letter, and with 
the moment of your departure, and write to me under the 
direction of the Abb6 St. Evrar ), at the bureau or M. St. Ju- 
lien, treasurer general of the clergy. I leave this unsigned. 
Ton know who I am." 

In anticipation of oar narrative, we may here remark that, 
very soon after arriving in America, Kalb was convinced of 
the utter impracticability of de Broglie's projects, and buried 
them among his papers. When this last letter came to his 
hands, the expedition to America was scattered to the winds. 
Some of the officers quietly embarked for the United States 
at L'Orient and Nantes, others did not go at all, while Kalb 
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and his compaoioDB returned to P&ria for the present, m 
the clodng days of the year 1776, not to renounce his plana, 
but to proseoate them with more mature preparation and 
better aaoceaa. 
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OHAPTEK VI. 

Klu AMD LATATrm KivivE TBEis Projict. — Thi Lattd BnoLvn TO 
FiTiunuBE A Ship at BnBDEAtn:. — RcisoNa toh toe Choici of Bokdeadz. 
— DuBOW Martin the Go-between, — The Ship La Vioioim BxLMJTtD. 

— Lav ATETTE RETnUNB mOM l^tfOLAlID TO rARia.-~CONCEALH filUSEU UT 

Kilb's Hodse. — Both Set Oct tor Bordeaoi on the IBib o» Habctb, 
1717. — Lifateite's Familt, not the Gotkbnkent, Opposed to Hm. — 

AniTDDI OF TBE FrENCH CABINET AS RxSPEim AHERICA. — EaLB TO HiB 
WinONTBEDlFFlCDLTIEBCADSEDBT LAtAIBm. — ThE VlCIOIRE LeATES 

France UNniNDEBED, — She Sails to LdsPasaoes in Spain. — Lafatettb 
Yields to the Ordeob or the Court.— He Goes Back to Bobheauz. — 
Kalb Kettled at the Bldndebs. — Lafatetti Betdbnb, — TheTictoire 
Sails fob America on the 20th op Apbil. — The Gohpany. — Error or 

THE HlETOfilAH SpABES IN RlQABD TO LaFATETTE's POSITION AS RESPECTS 

Kalb. — Asrital in Sooth Carolina. — Visit to Major Hueoke. — Ride 
lo CBASLnTOH. — Tkencb to Philadelphia. — Cool Reception on thb 
Fabt of Conobibs. — The Dh Coddrai Difficoltt. — Jealoitst or the 
NiHTE OrncEBS. — New Thbrats — Dn Coddbat Retires. — LiFAVBTTE 
FiBBT Afpoibted. — Reasohb fob this Preference. — Ealb's Satispao- 
noH AT Lapatbre's Pboobebs. — Kalb's LnTEB or Auohst 1, 1117, 
TO thk President op Conqbeeb. — His Well-founded Cdhflaints. — Eh- 

BABKASSMEBT OP CoNOBEBS. — KaLB BEBOLVIS TO ReTDRN TO FRANCE WITH 
His OoHPANT. SOBSEQUENTLT CONQRESS ReSOLTK TO APPOINT ElU A 

* Uajob-Genebal. — Kalb Hesitates, but Fiitallt Conclddes to Stat. — 
His Terms Accepted is Part. — His Skniobitt. — He Sets Out on the 
SIsT OP Ootobeb to Join the Abut. 

/~\P all Kalb's friends and companions none bad more ar- 
^-^ dently sastained the expedition to America than Lafay- 
ette. He too, found his cberiebed hopes and aspirations 
blasted by the prohibitory order of the Frenoh Government, 
yet he dnni; to his design, and staked everything upon its 
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execatioD. The flrat call made by bim in company with 
Kalb, who had returned in the mean time, was to the Comte 
de Broglie at RnSec, and hiB private secretary, Dubois Mar- 
tin. Both agreed that the voyage to America must be made 
in spite of all obstacles, urged that it be immediately under- 
taken, and discussed with Kalb and Lafayette the measures 
required to promote the common enterprise. The result of 
their transactions, which occupied but a few days, was, that 
Lafayette resolved to purchase and freight a ship, and to em- 
bark upon it at once for America, with Kalb and his other 
friends. 

In preparing for this step, the utmost secrecy was the more 
essential, as the English ambassador had hia spies everywhere 
in Paris and the northern seaports, and as a word from him 
must infallibly lead to an interdict of the expedition, if not to 
the arrest of those concerned. A go-between was needed to 
effect the purchase and equipment of the vessel, without at- 
tracting public attention. For this purpose the choice of the 
party fell upon a brother of the Dubois before mentioned. 
Lieutenant Francois Auguste Dubois Martin, designated by 
de Broglie as " Little Dubois," who was attached to a French 
infantry regiment at Port-au-Prince, whence he had come to 
the mother country in 1776, to purchase arms and uniforms 
for his regiment. AHer executing that commission at Bor- 
deaux, he had gone to Paris at the close of the same year, in 
order to bid farewell to his brother before returning to St. 
Domingo; he arrived just as the first American expedition 
was being formed. At the recommendation of his brother he 
had been admitted to the train with jhe rank of Major, and 
was on the point of embarking with Kalb at Havre, when the 
ministerial prohibition force him to return to Paris. He re- 
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Bamed hu intention to return to St. Domingo ; but on the ev« 
or his intended departure be was informed by his brother tbat 
the resolntion to pnrchase a vessel had been formed that same 
evening, and was requested to go to Bordeaax and make tbe 
necessary arrangements. Bordeaux, on account of its remote 
position, did not attract the attentioii of the Government or 
of Lord Stormond, and therefore appeared the most suitable 
harbor. As Dubois had the necessary acquaintances there, 
and had already been engE^ed there in a similar business on 
acconnt of his regiment, he was perhaps the beet qualified of 
all men to accomplish so difficnit an undertaking without ex- 
citing any Buapicion. He therefore immediately set out for 
Bordeaux, and soon concluded a bargain with tbe firm of 
Recalls de Basmarins Rainbauz et Cie. The vessel, laVic- 
toire, Captain Le Boursier, was bought by him, with its cargo 
and accoutrements, for 112,000 francs, one-fourth of which 
Lafayette was to pay tn oash, and the balance in tbe course 
of fifteen montha from tbe day of delivery, which waa in the 
nuddle of March, 1777. 

Lafayette, who had employed the interval between the 
purcbase of tbe ship and its readiness for sea, in a trip to Eng- 
land, returned to Faiis on the 12th of March, and lay con- 
cealed for three days at Kalb's house in Cliaillot, then a sub- 
urb, now a quarter of Farin situated between tbe Seine and 
tbe west end of the Elysian Fields, where the final arrange- 
ments were perfected with the American envoy and other 
friends of tbe enterprise. On the evening of the 16th of 
March, Kalb and La&yette took post to Bordeaux, and arrived 
there after a three days' journey, on tbe Idth. 

Id consequence of the memoirs written by Lafayette in 
later years, and of the acc ount ^ ven by Jared Sparks in the 
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appendix to the fifth volume of Washington's Writings of ths 
obstacles interposed to the journey of Ealb and Lafayette, 
the belief has become pretty general that the French Govern- 
ment bad interfered, for political reasons, to prevent the 
journey from being attempted, and that a moontun of diffi- 
culties had to be surmounted before the Victoire conld weigh 
her anchors. A due regard for the truth of history requires 
US to ont down such romantic exaggerations to their le^ti- 
mate proportions. The ministers, instead of opposing, connived 
at the journey of Kalb and Lafayette, so far as their position 
allowed them to do so. Lafayette says as mnch himself, when, 
in the year 1800, he writes to Madame (reymaeller, the 
daughter of his friend," " His [Kalb's] departure was favored 
by the Comte de Broglie, and secretly sanctioned by the 
French Government." What is true of Kalb must apply to 
Lafayette, for they travelled together. 

Even after interdicting the projected Havre expedition, 
the ministry had raised no objections to the preparations 
making by the young nobility for their journey across the 
Atlantic, and participation in the war, contenting themselves, 
when interrogated, with expressions of official disapproval, 
intended for the ear of the English ambassador, but not foU 
lowed up with any active measures. Of coarse they oonld 
not give their offiuial benison to those lords who undertook 
to create a sensation by asking for express permission to go 
to America. " This folly " (of going to America), thus Ver- 
gennes defines his course toward Lafayette in the beginning 
of April, 1111," "has turned the heads of our young men to 
a degree that yon would scarcely credit. iN'umerous applica- 
tions are made to me on this score. Those who are absolutely 
masters of their own actions I answer by telling them they 
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can do as they please. Those who aslc my advice I dissnada 
from going ; those who ask my orders, are commanded to re- 
main." That the intentioos of Ealb and Lafayette were like- 
wise a public secret, is proved by the manifold offers of serrioa 
still to be found among the papers of the former, coming from 
officers of every grade in every part of the country. 

Politically speaking, neither of the travellers was embar- 
rassed ; but family matters long kept Lafayette in suspense, and 
even induced him to make a supererogatory trip back to 
France, after he bad safely reached the Spanish harbor of Los 
Pasages. The Duo d'Ayen was averse to the enterprise of 
his son-iu-Iaw, and, failing to prevail upon him to renounce it, 
procured a secret order of the king, commanding him to ao- 
oompany bis family on a joamey to Italy. Even the ladies of 
Paris made light of the attempt to obstmct the noble and 
high-minded undertaking of the marquis. " If the Due 
d'Ayen," said one of them, " will thwart such a son-in-law in 
Buoh a project, be cannot expect to marry his other daugh- 
ters." How little politics had to do with the postponement 
of the journey further appears from the letters written by 
Kalb to his wife during his enforced stay at Bordeaux and 
Los Pasages, which, as he had a surplus of leisure time, detail 
the most trivial occurrences of each day, and are the surest 
guide in arriving at an understanding of the true state of 
afikirs. " There is still a possibility," he writes, on the 20th of 
March, 1777, a few days after his arrival in Bordeaux, "that 
our departure may be prevented. I find so many matters 
still to be arranged, that the minister will receive notice of 
the journey of the marquis in lime for his prohibitory order 
to arrive before we go to sea. Notwithstanding the ardor 
with which we are at work, nothing is more unceitain than 
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this voy&ge. At tbis momeut a courier fa&s been deapatcbed 
to asoertsia the effect prodnced by the news of our proceed* 
ings, aad to prevent xa interdict from issuing." *' We are 
ttill ignorant," be continues on tbe 23d of March, " whether 
onr departure will not be prevented, as our vessel, so long de- 
tained already, cannot go out into the stream before to* 
morrow. When the wind will turn God only knows." 

It wae on the night of the 26th of March that Kalb and 
La&yette went on board the Yictoire, and on tbe 2Stb they 
reached tbe mouth of the Garonne. From thia place the 
latter writes at noon of tbe 26th, on the very eve of stand- 
ing ont to sea, "In two hours we shall be in the open sea. 
We are weighing anchor in the moat glorious weather. I 
eball certainly write you i^ain before my arrival in America, 
because we have yet to enter a European port, and shall prob- 
ably wait at St. Sebastian for the return of a courier sent 
to Paris." Accordingly, the Victoire first took a southerly 
course to Los Pasages, a little port in the bay of St. Sebas- 
tian, in Spain, and arrived there on the 28Lh of March. " It 
will not be necessary," Kalh writes again on the Ist of 
April, 1777, " to wait here for the return of the courier sent 
1;p Paris, because another has been sent to us from Bordeaux, 
who came here yesterday. He brought the orders of the 
court commanding tbe marquis to repair to Toulon, there to 
expect the arrival of the Due d' Ayen, and of the Countess de 
TeBs4, his sister, and to travel with them to Italy, This is 
the end of bis expedition to America, to join the army of 
the insurgents. He is at this moment leaving for Bordeaux, 
whence, if possible, he will proceed to Paris, being loath to 
go to Italy. I am now obliged to wait for the courier whom 
Lafayette is to send me, either trom Bordeaux, if, on obtain - 
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ing, from the commandant of that place, more Batiefaotory 
iofonnation of the king's commands, he finds it necessary to 
abandon the jonmey, or from Paris, if be is permitted to go 
there, and then fails in secnring the consent of the Dao 
d'Ayen to his proceeding. Time will hang heavy on my hands 
here in the mean time. I do not believe he will be able to 
rejoin me, and have advised him to compromise with the 
owner of the ship at a sacrifice of twenty or twenty-five 
thoiuand francs." 

Thus Lafayette qnitted the Spanish territory, where no- 
body molested him, and where his own Government conld 
not have followed him if they bad wished, and returned to 
France of his own accord, to enter once more upon the ar- 
rangement of his family afilairs. He certunly might have 
gone forward at once. Kalb does not speak very favorably 
of tlie course he was pursuing. " I had flattered myself," he 
writes once mere on the 6th of April, from Los Fasages, 
"with the hope of i-eceiving news from the marquis from 
Bordeanx last evening. If they do not arrive to-day or to- 
morrow our stay here will be a very long one, as in that 
case he will not write until he gets to Paris, for certainly 
ndtber M. de Maurepaa nor the Due d'Ayen will permit him 
to rejoin us. If the marquis has not already got a baigain 
with the ship's owner, his blunders will cost him dear. I 
call them blunders, for his course was dlly from the moment 
be conld not make up his mind qnietly to execute his pro- 
ject, nndistarbed by threats. It was the letter of the 
Vicomte de Coigny, received by the courier sent to him on 
his return to Bordeaux, which produced this sudden change 
of purpose. If that letter had not found liim already in the 
boat which was to carry us on board our vessel, I believe 
6* 
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La&yette would bare retorned at once, and, io my opinion, 
tie would have acted properly. Wltea he asked my advice 
about what he Bfaoald do, I thonght it my daty to dlBBoade 
him from disregarding the wishea of his fother-in^Iaw and 
the commands of the king. On the contrary, I advised bim 
to give way to his family, and to avoid a raptare with them. 
Had be not constantly flattered himself that be bad the ap- 
proval of the Due d'Ayen, I vould always have warned him 
not to go so far as he went. He had always assnred me that 
his family sanctioned his plane, that his &ther-^n-law himself 
intended at some time to go to America with the Vicomte de 
Noailles, and that even Madame Lafayette had been m&de 
acquainted with his intentions by her parents, and wonld 
approve of ibem. I bave always thoaght him to bliune for 
keeping the matter secret from his wife nntil the moment of 
bis departure. Had be told me in Paris all that he baa ad- 
mitted since, I would bave remonstrated mofct earnestly 
againat the whole scheme. As it is, the affair will cost bim 
some money. But if it be said that he has done a foolish 
thing, it may be answered that he acted from the most hon- 
orable motives, and that he can hold up bis head before all 
high-minded men." 

*'The reasons which drove us to enter this port," says 
Salb in his letter of April 6tb, " still detain us here, for we 
must have the permission of the marquis, or of the owner 
of the vessel, for proceeding on oar voyage. By a letter of 
Messrs. Rainbanx & Cie I learn that he reached Bordeaux 
on the 3d, and immediately sent a courier to Paris, whose 
return he i« awaiting. This shows that he is relnctant to 
abandon his project and his vessel, and still hopes to obtain 
the consent of bis family and of M. de Maarepas. I hardly 
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tliink be Till snoceed. It will not be before tbe lltb that I 
shall know what to expect, even if Lafayette ehoald receive 
an immediate answer from Paris. Tbis long delay is intoler- 
erable. I shnll be too late for the opening of tbe campaign, 
and am so mnch the more mortified as Mr. Deane otTered ms 
a passage in one of bis ships. Shonld the matter be still 
loDger protracted, I shall either retam to Paris, or betake 
myself to the Isle of R6 or Kantee, to wait for news from 
Deane." 

"At this moment," continues Kalb on the 12th of April, 
" the post brings me a letter from the marquis dated tbe 6th, 
at Bordeaux. He says that he was refiised permission to 
proceed, and that he fears being compelled to go to Toulon. 
He is now, waiting for the return of his courier sent to Paris, 
and will at once inform me of the answer be receiveo." 
" The marquis writes from Bordeaax, under date of the 12th 
inst,," Kalb goes on to say on the ISth, " that he was on the 
point of leaving for Marseillea, where the royal order re- 
quires him to report himself to-day. He says that tbe court 
devotes great atteution to this affair of his, but he still hopes 
to gain over the Due d'Ayen, so as to be at liberty to rejoin 
ma He therefore requests me not to sail before receiving 
another letter from him from Toulon or some other point. 
If I am to wait until he gets to Marseilles, I shall have to 
remain here until the 26th, Lafayette'3 letter shows that 
tbe ship is still held in his name. He requests me to have an 
eye to bis interests, and to see that his investment is realized 
as £Oon as possible." 

"At this moment," Ealb finally writes on tbe I7th of 
April, " the marquis has arrived, and is prepared to set out 
with us in a day or two. He came to this conclusion by 
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receiviog osBuraDOes from every one in Faris, that none otltei 
than the Dno d'Ayen had procured the royal order, that all 
the world is in favor of La&yette'a enterpme and sorely dis- 
satiefied with bis lather>io-law for having obstmcted hie 
course, and that, finally, the ministers, on being asked their 
real sentiments in the matter, had aosirered that they would 
have said nothing at all but for the complaints of the Due 
d'Ayen. We have therefore resolved to steer for our 
destined port, if no unforeseen obstacle intervenes. This is 
the last letter I shall write yon, if not from Europe, at least 
from this harbor." 

The Victoire actually Eailed from Los Parages on Sunday 
the 20th of April, in charge of Captain Le Boursier. Kalb 
and Lafayette were accompanied by the Ticomte de Manroy, 
who had also received the commission of a major-general 
from Deane, of Colonels Dclesser and Valfbrt, Lieutenant- 
colonels de Fayolles and Franval, Majors Dubuysson and 
de Gimat, the adjutants of Kalb and Lafayette, and Dubois 
Martin, of Captains de yrigny,de Bedaulz, and de la Colombe, 
and of the American Brioe who had joined the cortege at 
Deane's recommendattoo, and who is praised by Kalb as an 
excellent and amiable young man. Of the French officers 
three had taken their discharge, while nine were still in active 
service." If Sparks, in the appendix to bis Writings of 
Washington, says that Kalb and eleven other officen; con- 
stituted Lafayette's suite, the statement, so tar as Ealh is 
concerned, is not only incorrect, but grows out of an entire 
miiiconception of European habits and costoms in reference 
to matters of rank and title." An old soldier like Kalb, 
leaving France as a brigadier-general, will not place himself 
under the orders of a lieutenant of nineteen ; and the latter, in 
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80 well-ordered a military hierarchy as that of the Frenoli 
army, will never dream of expecting anything of the kind. 
Moreover, the social etanding of the two men was entirely 
equal, Lafayette being, at most, the snperior in point of 
wealth only, while on the other hand the Comte de Broglie 
had placed bis young triend uuder Kalb's goardianebip. 
Again, if the American standard he applied, it will be re- 
membered that Kalb aa well as Lafayette had the promise 
of a major-general's commiasion from Dcane, Kalb's seniority 
to date from the lih of November, llfd, while that of La- 
fayette was of the Yth of December, for the express purpose 
of making the former outrank the latter. Kalb as the senior 
ofScer and Lafayette as the owner of the ship, were undoubt- 
edly the leading men of the enterprise, as is stated by the 
former himself in bis letter to his wife of the 6th of April, 
1117. 

After a long voyage of forty-five days, without any 
accident or noticeable adventure, the Victoire made South 
Inlet in the bay of Georgetown on the 13th of June, 1777. 
The spot is in the State of South Carolina, about half a 
degree north of Charleston, and is now marked ou the map, 
in honor of our travellers, by two hamlets, Kalb and La 
Grange (Lafayette's country-seat). At first the captain 
himself could not tell where they were. Kalb, Lafayette, 
and Brice therefore mounted a boat with seven sailors and 
palled on shore to look for a pilot. In tbe bay they met 
with two or three ignorant negro oyster fishermen, who were 
unable to give any coherent account of the locality, but 
could only say that they belonged to a major in the provin- 
cial force, and that the coast was rendered insecure by 
hostile cruisers. Kalb and his comrades quitted their own 
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boat, and directed the slaves to convey them to their master. 
It was ten o'clock in the evening before they reached the 
plantation. Their host wm Major Hneger, of German 
descent, a man highly esteemed in the colonies, and the 
father of the s:tme Hneger who eabBeqaeotly figared bo 
largely in Laiayette's unsncceBsfhl effort to CRcape from the 
priaon!) of Olmuts. He received the strangers hospitably, 
infonned them of the state of pnhlio affaire, and, after having 
offered them refreshment, furnished them with hordes, on 
which, two or three days afterward, they rode to Charleston, 
arriving there in a scorching heat on the l7th of June. The 
Victoire, which drew too much water for Georgetown Bay, 
meanwhile threaded her way in safety through the English 
umisers, and reached Charleston the same day with Kalb 
and lafayette. Here they sold their cargo to great advan- 
tage, so that the latter was bandeomely repaid for his risks 
and outlay." 

The preparations for the overland journey north occupied 
full ten days. Kalb, Lafayette, Dubuysson, Gimat, Bedanlx, 
and Brice, set out on the 27tb of June. As the heat of the 
weather compelled them to make short stages, they were 
more than a month in getting to Philadelphia, where Con- 
gress was then sitting. On the 18th of July they reached 
Petersburg, Virginia, and on the 23d of the same month, 
Annapolis. Here Kalb and Lafayette alone arrived in good 
health; they therefore left their companions behind, and 
entered Philadelphia on the 27th of July. 

On presenting themselves to the President of Congress 
on the following day they were received with great coolness, 
and referred to Lovell, the chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, to whom they handed their letters and ro- 
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oommendatioDS. He mformed tbem, to tleir great astonish- 
ment, tbat Congress refused to ratify the contracts and 
appointments made hj Deane.** The latter was oocnsed of 
baving transgrasfled his powers, not having 'been authorized 
to fill the highest poutiona in the army with men of bin choice. 
The Amei'ican generaln had been greatly incensed at tbe 
claims recently preferred by du Coudray, and had threatened 
to resign in a body if ever again visited with similar en- 
croacbmeots upon their vested rights. 

Dn Coudray, having reached Philadelphia a few weeks 
previons to Kalb, and presaming npon the services rendered 
by bim to the American oaase in France, as well aa upon the 
bargain concluded with Deane, had claimed in addition to 
the rank of a major-general, not only the command of the 
artillery, but also tliat of the engineers. A cry of indigna- 
tion at the pretension of the foreigner arose in the army. 
Brigadier-General Knox, being himself in the command of 
the artillery, and therefore most immediately threatened, 
was particularly hostile. Although Steaben declares" that 
at tbe time Knox had not an idea of the manner in which 
a field-piece should be handled on the advance or in retreat, 
of course he never thought of treating that as a reason for 
resigning his position to a tbreigner. He gained over Gen- 
erals Greene and Sullivan, and the three tendered their 
resignation on the rumor that du Condray's demands had 
been complied with. Congress rebuked the menace " as an 
interference with their rights, and an insinuation o'f want of 
confidence in their sense of justice, and exacted an apology 
upon declining to accept the resignations ; but, on the 15th 
of Joly, 1777, they also disavowed the agreement made be- 
tween Deane and dn Coudray," and eadeavored to conciliate 
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both parties by bestowing on the latter the rant of miyor-' 
general, on the 11th of August," together with the position 
of Inspector-General of Ordnance. Du Coudra}', although 
clearly in the right, bad the good sense to acquiesce in this 
arrangement, seeing that it implied only an indirect refofal 
of his services, the more so as the functions of his office 
were never defined ; he therefore applied for permission, 
shortly before the battle of Brandy wine, to join the army as 
a volunteer, with the rank of a captain," but was drowned 
on the way thither on the 16th of September, in the Schuyl- 
kill, and thus disappears etitirely from the stage. 

Kalb and Lafayette, wilh their comrades, were so unfor- 
tunate as to make their appearance during the pendency of 
this imbroglio. Here were thirteen foreign officers calling for 
appointments, three of them, Kalb, Lafayette, and Mauroy, 
with the rank of major-generals. The objection raised 
against du Coudray applied with increased force to the new 
comers, none the less that they also had undeniable rights to 
the performance of the stipulations entered into with Deane. 
Congress thought the best means of diaembarrasaing them- 
selves consisted in repudiating every claim presented by Kalb 
and his Inends. Lafayette was the first to extricate himself. 
What made his case the strongest was the private letter of 
Deane and Franklin to Congress, dated the 2Bth of Ma^, 1V17, 
in which they say" *' that the marquis, a young nobleman of - 
great family connections and great wealth, desired to serve 
onr armies, and that the civilities and respect that might be 
shown to him would be serviceable to our affairs in Fi-anoe, as 
pleasing not only to his powerful relations and to the court, 
but to the whole French nation." Restingupon this advocacy 
of his service, La&yette at once declared his readiness to 
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enter the army as a Tolnnteer, and without any claim to pay 
or pension. In view of snch prospects in Earope and snoh 
advantageoas offers in America Congress did not be«tate 
long. On the Slat of July they appointed Lafayette a mig or* 
general in consideration of his zeal, bis illastrions &mi1y, and 
his distinguished connectiona. Congress had judged well and 
wisely ; the resolution contributed matenally to inflaeacfl 
public opinion in iavor-of an open war with England, and of 
an alliance with the United States." 

Lafayette could not but be sensible that such apreferenoe 
over ft veteran officer like Kalb, as whose protege he had 
come into the country, was in glariug contrast to their r» 
Bpective merits. He accordingly bad the delicacy to assure 
Kalb that he would accept the proffered rack only on condi- 
tion of the same position being given to them both. 

Kalb, on his part, was heartily glad of the good fortune 
of his yonng friend, and sufficiently disinterested to decline 
his proposal. On the contrai'y he advised him to join the 
army forthwith, as, alter the sensation produced by his de- 
parture from France, it would not be well for a yonng man 
of his time of life to return before having achieved honor and 
distinction in a campaign or two. Lafayette took this excel- 
lent advice, and, a few weeks later, took part in the battle of 
Brandywine, where he was slightly wounded. Kalb took a 
fatherly interest in this little wound, which, he said, would 
make a good impression everywhere, and would raise his 
yonng friend in general estimation. 

To the President of Congress Kalb wrote on the lat of 
August, 1777; sharply and bitterly criticising the course which 
his aflairahad taken, and convincingly demonstrating tbejuB- 
tioe of bis claim. 



^laiiizodbvGoogle 



114 LIFE OF KALB. 

" An accidental lameness," he says, " prevented rae from 
calling on any member of Congress to know what baa been 
or shall be decided in regard to the agreement between Mr. 
Deane and myself, and not to trouble the gentlemen of the 
Comitee for french officers, or multiply their business by 
writing in french, I take the liberty of applying to your ex- 
cellency for information on that acconnt, in explaining myself 
in engUah as much aa I may be able to do it. I was vastly 
eurpnsed at my being introdnced to Mr. Lowell to bear him 
(almost in public) exclfum loudly against Mr. Deane's proceed* 
ings, and disapprove all the conventions this agent baa made 
with several officers, as being contrary to his powers. To 
which I answer that a public man ought to know what powers 
he hath from his constituents or bath not ; that Mr. Deane is 
generally esteemed to be a candid man and a man of sense; 
that whatever he may have agi-eed to with others, and this too 
perhaps in a language he did not understand, mine is in eng- 
lish, and so very plain that it can admit of no various inter- 
pretations ; for that reason I will strictly keep to the text of 
it as for the rank ; aa to interest, I will not be too rigid but 
rely on Congress' pleasure. As I have till now fulfilled my 
part of that agreement, I wish Congress would do theirs, 
without loss of time, and let me hear of their resolution 
thereof. I would not be a simple spectator in the scenes pre- 
paring for opening. 

"If yon will not ratify Mr. Deane's engagement and ap- 
point me as major-general in your army, I am ready to return 
to Europe, bnt think myself entitled to ask you a sufficient sum 
for my going home. I received from Mr. Deane 1,200 livros 
French money, and certainly by going to and fro in France, 
by his direction, and all other expenses until my arrival at 



3,a,l,zt!dbvG00^Ie 



LIFB or KALB. 115 

Philadelphia, I spent twice as macb. And thoagh I ardently 
desired to serve America, I did not mean to do so in spending 
part of my own and my children 's fortune — tor what \s deem- 
ed genero^ty in the Marquis de La&yette would be dowa- 
right madness in me, who does not possess one of the first-rate 
fortunes. If I were in his circomntaDces I shonld perhaps 
have acted like he did. I am very glad that you granted his 
wishes ; he is a worthy young man, and no one will ontdo him 
in enthusiasm in yonr oaose of liberty and independence. My 
wishes will always be that his successes as general-major will 
equal his zeal and your expectation. But I must confess, 
sir, that this distinction between him and myself is painful and 
very displeasing to me. We came on the same errand, with 
the same promises, and as military men and for military pur- 
poses, I flatter myself that if there was to be any preference 
it wonld be due to me. 84 years of constant attendance 
on military service, Sa my station Sa rank in that way, may 
well be laid in the scale with his disinterestedness, and be at 
lease of the same weight and value ; this distinction is very 
unaccountable in an infant state of a commonwealth, bnt this 
is none of my Insineas. I only want to know whether Con- 
gress will appoint me as genoral-major, and with the seniority 
I have a right to expect this (for I cannot stay here in a leaser 
capacity). It woald seem very odd and ridicnlous to the 
irench ministry and all experienced military men to see 
me placed under the command of the Marquis de la Fayette. 
If, on the contrary, it will not be agreeable to the U. 
S., I ask yonr excellency to give me fnll satisfaction for the 
parpose of going back, so that I may leave this country a^ 
soon as poanble. I hope there will be no difficulty in fulfill- 
ing my last request, for I should be sorry to be compelled to 
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oaiTj my oase against Mr. Deane or his HuooegsorB for dam 
agoa. Andauoli an action wonid injare his credit and negotia- 
tions, and those of tbe state at court. 

"I do not think that either my name, my servioea, or my 
person are proper objects to be trifled with or langhed at. I 
cannot tell you, sir, how deeply I feel the injury done to me, 
and how ridicnlous it Beems to me to make people leave their 
homes, famUies, and afloirs to cross the eea nnder a 1000 
different dangers, to be received and to be looked at with 
contempt by those from whom yon were to expect but warm 
thanks." * 

Although Ealb was entirely justified in what he claimed, 
he was at the^ame time sufficiently liberal to appreciate the 
difficulties with which Congress was then contending. They 
had to choose between displearing their own officers, men 
who had sacrificed their livelihoods to the service of the conn- 
try in the field, in some cases with distinction ar d success, and 
offending foreigners who, however generous in their oflfers, 
were, with the single exception of Kalb, ignorant of the lan- 
guage of the country, and of untried merits. For, whatevei 
advantages they derived from a more thorough military edu- 
cation and more extensive experience, it was yet by no means 
cert^n that they would be able to make their qualities avail- 
able on new ground and with new material. Congress was 
obliged to consider the question whether they ought to risk a 
rupture with men like Greene and Sullivan, whether they 
ought to go the length of driving tbe native officers out of tbe 
flcrvioe, and, above all, whether their course would meet with 
the approbation of the army and the people. Of course it 
was out of the question for tbem to come to a declared issue 
* A tme oopj of tbe origtoal letter. 



LIFE OF EALB. 117 

with tiither the one or the other. Even at the hazard of a 
qaarrel with the French officers, they had no oonrsetopurBua 
except to dissTow Deane's coarse, and take sides with the 
native generals. According to the letter of the contract Con- 
gress was clearly in the wrong, and would have been the 
lo^g party if the matter had been litigated before the civil 
tribunals of their own country ; but in political and State 
matters it is freqaently better to cut a knot than to nntie it. 
Kalb himself frankly admits in a letter to his wife of the ld,th 
of September, 1717, that he and his company were too nu- 
merous, and invested with too many positions of a high grade, 
not to have exdted the natural discontent of the American 



On the tSth of September Congress resolved that Deane 
bad no authority to make the conventions relied upon by the 
French officers, for which reason Congress were not bound 
to ratify or to fulfil them ; that, nevertheless, thanks be ^ven 
to those gentlemen, and that their expenses to this continent 
and on their return to France be paid. Kalb now prepared 
a statement of the expenses prepared by each individual, and 
submitted them to Congress, who, on the 14th of September, 
scrnpnlously complied with their responmbilities in this par- 
ticular. Some of the French officers vho had come with the 
Viotoiie returned by way of Boston and Portamoath, others 
by way of Southern pons. 

Kalb intended to join the latter group. He bad barely 
recovered from a fever which had confined him to his bed and 
room for »x full weeks. On the 16tb of September he left 
Pbiladelpliia, with Delesser, Valfort, and Dubuysson, took 
the route by way of Bethlehem, where he paid his Moravian 
countrymen a visit of which he has left a minute description, 
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and was about to proceed thence to Lancaster, when a me» 
soDger of CoDgreHB reached him with the news that he had 
been elected a major-general on the day of his departare. 
Dnring his stay at Philadelphia, and the negotiations in which 
he was the principal actor, he had made the acquaintance of 
several of the most influential members of Congress, and had 
BO impressed them with a sense of his eflSciency, that they en- 
deavored to secure his services for the TTnited States. They 
accordingly moved the creation of a new major-generalship. 
The motion was adopted, and ho elected to the post, on the 
Ifith of September." 

On being advised of this transaction, Kalb took a night 
to consider upon it, and next morning declined the offer, 
stating his reasons. However, at the solicitations of the en- 
voy of Congress, he promised to reconsider the matter, and to 
forward his answer to Philadelphia in a few days. A prin- 
cipal reason for his refusal was the fear that the retaming 
French oflScers, who had the same rights and prospects with 
himself, would take offence at his separating himself from 
tbeiD, and wonld make representations unfavorable to him- 
self to the Comte de Broglie and the French minister. 

"Congress replied," wrote Kalb to hia wife,*" " that they 
had no objection whatever to those gentlemen, except that 
they coald not understand a word of English, and were 
therefore in the first instance incapable of serving in the 
army or in the country. I have meditated further over the 
matter, and have considered it in a twofold aspect. If I re- 
turn, no one can complain of me, for I have done no man 
harm, and have served every one to the extent of my powers. 
But in that case I shall attain none of the objects for which 
I have undertaken this journey. If I remain, A''alfort, who 
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knows all my DiovemeDts aud anderstandB my motives, will 
undertake my defence on his return. B^ideo, I am per- 
suikded in advance, tbat the marshal, as well as the Comte 
de Broglie, will approve of my seizing the most enterprising 
and dangerous horn of the dilemma, aud preferring to de- 
prive myself for some time longer of my domestic comforts 
and my &mily. The Chevalier DubuysDoa will acquaint 
Congress with the conditions on which I accept their offer. 
If they are granted, so much the better for me ; if rejected, 
I Bhall at least have the honor of having declined what was 
offered to me alone, and shall soon again salute you and oar 
household gods." 

Congress, without acceding to every one of Kalb's stip* 
olations, complied with his wishes in the main, and issued 
hia commission on the 4th of October, the day after the bat- 
tle of Germantown, ordering his seniority to date from the 
Slst of July, the day of Lafayette's appointment," and 
promised him the command of a division just vacated. 
Tbey bad even offered to antedate Ms commission to the 7th 
of November, 1776, confirming the appointment made by 
Deane ; Kalb, however, declared himself satisfied with es- 
caping the ridicule of ranking under Lafayette, and therefore 
requested his commission to bear the same date with that of 
the latter. This was done. 

On the 13th of October Kalb set out to join the army, 
then encamped in the neighborhood of the battle-field of 
Germantown, twelve or fifteen miles north of Philadelphia, 
in Montgomery County, between the Ferkiomen and White- 
marsh Creeks. 
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ly ALB waa prepared to leave at onoe, if his appearance 
ID oamp sboald give rise to disagreeable remarks, or 
Ilia reception should be other than a cheerful one. Bat, being 
cordially welcomed by all the Amerioao officers, he assamed 
the command, in the early part of November, of a division 
assigned him, which was formed of New England regiments." 
He was asswled, however, by the petty envy of the Irish- 
man Conway. Tbis brigadier, who subsequently acquired an 
unenviable prominence in the annals of the American revolu- 
tion by the cabal, already inaugurated, and since designated 
by his name, felt himself injured and foreshortened in his 
claims by the appointment of Ealb as major-general. Al- 
though, lihe the latter, be had quitted the French service with 
the rank of brigadier, he endeavored to make it appear that 
he had formerly been Kalb's superior officer, and was now 
unjustly subordinate to him. " It is with exquisite concern," 
writes Conway ooraplainiagly to Congress," "that I find my< 
self sUgbted and forgot, wheu yon have oStired rank to per- 
sona who coat yon a great deal of money, and have never 
rendered yon the least service. Baron de Kalb, to whom 
yon have offered the rank of Major-General, ie my inferior in 



And thus he proceeded to utter his complaints and objec- 
tions, wining up with a demand of a major-general's onm- 
miaaion. He approached Washington in the same manner ; 
but the latter knew his man too well to be influenced by 
threats, and coolly repelled his advances. Nevertheless, by 
the «d of powerful friends in Congress, and in the teeth of 
Washington's well-fo:mded remonstrances, he managed to 



122 LIFE OF KALB. 

have himself appointed, on the 18th of December, It'll, ia- 
spector-general of the ai-my, with the rank of major-general. 
He however forfeited this position in April, 1778, when, hav- 
ing, OQ an animportant occa^on, renewed his threat of re- 
signing, he was taken at his word, and his subsequent exculpa- 
tory declarations refused a beanng. 

Ealb gave little heed to these annoyances, and soon bad 
the good fortune to gun the esteem of the officers, and the 
appreciation of the com man der-in -chief. We first meet with 
his name in the middle of November, 1777, when he was sent 
by Wa^ington, with Generals St. Clair and Knox, to exam- 
ine the fortifications at Red Bank." On the 24th of the same 
month, some days after his return Irom Jersey, he attended a 
council of war, convened for the purpose of expressing an 
opinion of the feasibility of making an immediate attack on 
Philadelphia. Kalb was one of eleven generals who unequir- 
ooally opposed the undertaking in question. As but four 
voted in its favor, it was not attempted. 

In his lettei-a to the Comte de Broglie and to his wife, 
Kalb not only gives a full report of this service, but also 
carries his narrative back to the date of his arrival in PhUa- 
delphia, and discusses the subsequent course of events. These 
letters serve no less to characterize the writer than to throw 
light upon the operations in the field, and thns fiimiab aa 
important contribution to the history of the war. The opin- 
ions he expresses may seem bai'sh and even unfeeling ; they 
may appear just to some, and unjust to others; but vemust 
remember that a European, who could have no idea of the 
sabseqnent developments of American history, would natnrally 
jadge &r more critically than a native, or one whose feelinga 
were entirely identified with the American array. We who 
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bave tbe opportoaity of contemplating men and events in the 
light of after times, look upon them with different eyes from 
their con tern porariea. The variance hetween KalVs opinion 
and the views now held of Waehington's strategy, cso be, at 
all events, no reason for sappressing these letters. 

" I had the honor, M. le Comte," Kalh writes at Lanow 
ter, the 24tb of September, I'^TT, to the Comte de Broglie,** 
" to send yon from South Carolina Nob. 1, 2, and 3 of my 
letters, containing the annonnoement of oar arrival in Ameri- 
ca. No. 4 waa dated at Philadelphia, and details our recep- 
tion there. I also informed you therein of the appointment 
of M. de La&yette as major-general, without pay or oommand, 
and the consequent resolution of nil his comrades — except hia 
ude-de-camp M. de Gimat — ^to return to Europe. I tmat 
these letters have come sately to band. On the 17th of Sep- 
tember I reported, in cypher, the battle of Wilmington and 
its consequences. Having reason to fear, however, that that 
writing has been lost, I shall recapitulate the most interesting 
events which have occurred since the close of July. 

" On the aotb of that month the English fleet appeared in 
the Delaware, numbering twenty sail. General Washington 
was apprised of this manceuvre, and of the instmotions of the 
English Government to General Howe, directing him to re- 
dace Philadelphia al any cost, and arrived with his army, the 
■aroe day, nine mUes below the town. After remaining there 
three dttjs he advanced to Wilmington, on the Christina 
Biver. When the fleet atood out to aea, Washington march- 
ed up the stream to a point thirty miles above Philadelphia, 
partly to secure the crossing into the Jerseys, and partly to 
be ready for any ftirther movementB of the enemy. No soon- 
er was it ascert^ned that General Howe had entered Chesa- 
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peaks Bay, than WasUugton resnmed hia march, and took 
up a poutjon fifteen inileR below Philadelphia, in order to le- 
eiat a laoding of the English, wherever attempted. Howe 
finally dieembarkod his troops at Head of Elk [now Elkton], 
whereupon Washington advanced to Wilmington. However, 
he lost so mnch timo that the English succeeded in oocnpying 
a strong position on a height, called Iron Hill, where the Gen- 
eral massed his corps, supposed to nnmber tbirteea or four- 
teen thousand men. These conatituted nearly the whole 
English force, only the la«t levies of Tory recruits having been 
left at New York. To the shame of the country it mnst be 
said that New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland 
contun a lai^ number of these Tories, a circumstance well 
understood by the English Government, when they ordered 
the revolution to be combated from the middle provinces as 
a base of operations. 

"On the 9tb and 10th of September General Howe made 
a feint of turning Washington's Sank. As be approached 
the insurgent army, the latter retreat,ed out of its position 
OD the heights of Brandy wine, where it could have baffled all 
the efforts of the enemy, by mmply holding the preoipitona 
bankof theriver. On the 11th General Howe made a feigned 
attack upon a ford strongly defended by Washington, but 
carried his main body over a ford which the Americans had 
overlooked, and then fell upon them with so mnch vigor, 
that after a stout resistance, they were beaten and scattered. 
They are said to have lost eight field-pieces, and about six 
hundred men in killed, wounded, and prisoners.* The 
* Oiring to a r.markkble Blmikritr Id tbe ooafarmstlon of the groand, 
tbe dbfmdtioD of General Howe was exactly like those made bj Ibe Sng of 
Pnisah It the battle of Euiieradorl^ when be oaaaed Oenenl Fink to engaga 
Ibe atteotlon of Soltlkov until be aaceesded in carrjing hia army across th« 
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Tarions engaj^ements lasted, with some interraptions, from 
seven oTclock in the morning till sundown. The Marquis de 
Lafayette was wounded by a ball, which entered hig left 
thigb. The lose of the English must have been considerable, 
for they did not venture to pnreue, but remained eeveral 
days on the field of battle. Advancing, at leagtb, to Chester, 
they retired to Wilmington, at the approach of General 
Washington. The latter, after the afiTair, had retreated first 
to Chester, next to Darby, and on the third day to Schuylkill. 
Thence he reported to Congress that his troops were reorgan- 
ized and in high spirits, and anxious to be led once more 
against the enemy. On the 19th he encountered the British, 
marching in three columns, bo far apart that if the Americans 
had taken the right column on the fiank, which they could 
easily have done, they would have totally routed the English, 
cutting off their retreat. Indeed they would have been 
erusbed to atoms, their fleet not having being able to leave 
Chesapeake Bay, and of course not to enter the Delaware, 
thns putting them at the memy of the enemy, if the Ameri- 
can commander had known how to improve the advantages 
of his position, and those of surprising the enemy. But in- 
stead of so doing he IHttered away bis time in slow and ill- 
conce'.ved manoeuvres, which only resulted in directing the 
attack upon the head or strongest point of the column, and 
in giving the enemy time to bring up the other columns. 
When at length thedbpoettions for an attack were completed, 
a shower came on, so violent that every piece refused to go 
oS, the ammunition became useless, and each army went its 
way unmolesting and unmolested. Washington, forgetting 

riT«r at & point higher np the stretm, whence he uuiled and droTe the right 
wingof the KusaUua. (US. notes of A^utant-CaptuaF. von Huenolibaasen, 
who aerred under General How;:.) 
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tbat the enemy's powder was in no better condition than bia 
own, retreated to the Schuylkill in great haste, marobing 
night and day, ftmid torrents of rain. His troops, often np 
to their waists in water, dwindled away to such an extent, 
that of what was said to be twenty thousand men, the strong 
est body ever put into the field by the colonies, he bad but 
six tfaoaBaad remuning. With this feeble remnant he was 
forced to keep on the defensive. No sooner did General 
Howe perceive his own escape and the movements of the en- 
emy, than be marched in parsuit, and concentrated his ool- 
amns on the ScbnylkilL Washington threw a divi^on 
aOFOBB the river to observe the enemy, and another into his 
rear, to harass him in case of an engagement. The plan 
was well devised, but ill executed. General Wayne, who 
commanded the latter division, suffered himself to be sur- 
prised, with a loss of six hundred men, whereupon both divi^ 
ions were ordered to reoross the river. To crown all Howe 
executed a masked movement upon his right wing, crossed 
at a ford about twelve miles above Philadelphia, and posted 
himself between the American army and the town, which 
thus fell into his hands on the 28th of September. Washing- 
ton is now massing bis force, for the purpose of driving the 
enemy out of the town agun, before the arrival of the fleet. 
All are eagerly expecting what a day may bring forth. la 
Canada the English General is said to have taken Ticonder- 
oga abont the end of June — through the pusillanimity or 
treason of the commander. The insurgents were already 
driven hack to within twenty miles of Albany. JJow, how- 
ever, the scales have turned. It is said that the English have 
been defeated by General Gates in several eng^ements. 
General Burgoyne, who has lately arrivel, is Sfud to be 
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vonoded, and Ticoaderoga so hemmed in, tbat it oao hold 
oat no longer; while a number oFEngltah galleya are alleged 
to hare fallen into the hands of the enemy. 

"I have not yet told you anything of the character of 
General Washington. He is the most amiable, kind-hearted, 
and apright of men ; but as a General he is too slow, too in- 
dolent, and far too weak ; besides, he has a tinge of vanity in 
his composition, and overestimates himself. In my opinion 
whatever snccese he may have will be owing to good lack 
and to the blunders of his adversaries, rather than to his abil- 
ities. I may even say that he does not know how to improve 
upon the grossest blunders of the enemy. He has not yet 
overcome his old prejudice agaiust the French. 

" If I return to Europe, it will he with the greatest mor- 
tification, as it is impossible to execute the great design I 
have 80 gladly come to subserve. M. de Valfort will tell yoa 
that the project in question is totally impracticable ; it would 
be regarded no less as an act of crying injustice against Wash- 
ington, than as an outrage on the honor of the country," 

" On the 4th of this month," continues Kalb, writing to 
de BrogUe from New York, October 11th, "Washington, 
having marched to Germantown, six miles from Philadelphia, 
the day before, under cover of a dense fog, fell upon three 
coltflnns of the English force. He made the attack with bie 
right wing, in two columns (the lell wing under General 
Greene having failed to come up in time), drove in the enemy 
a mile and a half beyond the lines of his outposts, and only re- 
tired after an obstinate combat of three hours' duration. The 
English did not venture to follow. Washington again drew 
op hia troops in line of battle, detenmned to renew the at- 
tack on the arrival of Greene's column. But, after waiting 
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for the latter in vaia, be abandoned the plan for tbat day, 
and fell back upon Germantown. * 

"CongresB, now in session at York, bare been assured by 
the oommander that they will soon be ia a oondidon to re- 
tranefer their sittings to Philadelphia. Indeed^ the equipmeat 
of the troops is going on with vigor. The Americana seem 
to be bent upon using up or capturing the royal army at all 
hazards, even if every Englishman should cost them foar of 
their own. In my opinion they should have formed and car- 
ried oat tbb resolution long i^, for in the end they cannot 
Mi to fluooeed in driving the British from the continent. 

** One obstacle remains, however, which exceeds all others 
— the absence of a navy. Without asaistance from abroad 
tbey will never get one. As long as they cannot engage in 
commerce, they will suffer for want of many artiolea of use 
and consumption, which, for the present, they cannot think of 
producing for themselves. And how, without commercial 
prosperity, will they ever discharge the enormous debt the 
war has fastened upon them ? 

" Sever^ members of Congress are nrging me to accept 
the offered commission and join the army at once, as a serious 
engagement is expected to take place witfain a few days. 
Unless, however, Washiagtoo gives me the same advice, and 
assigns me to the vacant division as Congress has promised, 
I shall take my leave, and return to Europe in company with 
M. deValfort." 

" I have the honor, M. le Comte," thus reads Kalb's next 
letter, dated November the 2d, 1777, in camp, fourteen miles 
from Fbiladelphia, " in my last, to give yon an account of the 
battle of Wilmington and the afiUr of Oermautown. Since 
th«i no events of importance have occurred. On the 14th I 
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reached the army, aad waa very kindly received by the com- 
mander-iD-chief, without whose consent I was nnwilling to 
take command of the division intended for me by Congress. 
This course of mine seems to have given him pleasare, as he 
intends to demand the promotion of two brigadiers, bis 
friends, and the removal of two major-generals. In that ease 
the Marquis de Lafayette, as well as myself, would shortly 
command a diviflioD. As for the rest, I believe the service 
will not be attended with any particular amenities, nor will it 
be productive of glory. It is a great deal that a stranger 
doea not dishonor himself in his own eyes and that of his 
oonntrymen. In this respect such extraordinary things occur 
here as would scarcdy be credited in Europe. An officer, for 
instance, will leave his command at the beginning of a fight, 
informing his superior that he has something else to do some- 
where else, or omitting to make this explanation (which will 
do equally well), will rem^n away till the action is over, and 
will then return, and nobody refers to the suhject ; he returns 
to duty, pockets his pay, and repeals the man<euvre 8t the 
next opportunity. Nothing of this kind is to be imputed to 
any of the French officers now serving here; on the contrary, 
all the world ^ree that those among them known to me per- 
Bonally or by name, are brave men. It is true, however, that 
some of them are unpopular, partly on account of their quar- 
rels among themselves, and partly on account of the perplex- 
ities occasioned by their ignorance of the language. 

" Our caravan has dwindled down to a very small number. 
It has met with many difficulties, as Congress could not be- 
fltow the higher chains cliumed by many of them, who would 
have been greatly puzzled to understand their instructions, 
■nd Btill more so to give orders themselves. These difficulties 
6* 
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were further aggravated by the demands of (he deceased da 
Coadray, for at fii'st it was desired to retain in or take into the 
service all who had either made some progress in the English 
^g>iage, or at least seemed to be making eflbrts to acquire 
it. Had M. de Yalfort consented to remain, Congress would 
imdoubtedly have made him a brigadier. I might even have 
made that a condition of my own entrance into the army. I 
would certainly have made this stipulation for no one else. 
The others indulged in complaints against various members 
of Congress, against the Glovemraent, and against the service 
in general. These remai'ks were repeated and interpreted as 
indications of ill-will to the country. I believe I forgot to in- 
form yon in my last that I told Duboia Martin before his de- 
parture, that it depended upon him alone whether he would 
be my lud or not ; and that he declined the offer on the sols 
pretext that he had not any military equipments. 

" I beseech you, M. le Comte, to rest assured that I shall 
always execute your wishes and commands in reapectfiil devo- 
tion, and that I have done all in my power for the officers 
onder your protection. The Harqius de Lafayette and M. de 
Yalfort are acquainted with my conduct in this respect from 
the day we set out until the moment of my appointment as 
miyor-general. I will not here specify the measures taken 
and the labor performed for them, as it is only necessary to 
compare the treatment of the officers vho came with me, with 
that of the companions of du Condray, to decide whetber my 
efforts and my credit have been of any avail or not. Our 
company now consists of the Marqnis de Lafayette, MM. de 
Qrammont and Brice, his aide, M. Capitaine, who has not yet 
arrived, but will certainly remun, MM. de la Colombo and 
du Vrigny, whom the marquis hopes to employ in tbe oav 
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alr;^, M. Bedaulx, who meets witb difficulties in spite of his 
coDDectiona and his plulologioal acquirements, H. Dubayssoa, 
and m;sel£ What has partionlarly ioduced me to staj is the 
desire to see ^our adherents more largely represented here 
than the portegSs of the other gentlemen of the court, vho 
have taken part in American afiiiirs. Almost all the artiller- 
ists and engineers who have oome with du Condray seem 
anxioas to go back. The &nlt is their own, as Congress is 
only willing to appoint them with the rank they claim, while 
they ask for a great deal of money. I do not know what will 
be the end of these disputes, or the resolutioDS of Cougress ; 
but I am glad I have always stood aloof from du Coudray's 
friends. Their demands had already produced so much dis- 
satisfaction at the time of my arrival in the country, that any 
interference with their affiurs would only have brought me 
into trouble. 

"Reports from the North are to the etTeet that the Eng- 
lish General Burgoyne has capitulated, and that his entire 
army are prisoners of war. General Howe still holds out in 
Philadelphia. We are fourteen miles from the city, and are 
. endeavoring to hem it in more and more. For three weeks 
Howe has been unsuccessful ly operating against Fort Mifflin, 
which is on an island in the Delaware near Philadelphia, as 
well as Red Bank, on the leH bank of the same river. These 
forts are protected by three American frigates and a number 
of gunboats, which blew up an English man>of-war of six 
guns and a frigate of thirty-two guns on the 22d of October. 
On the same day an assault on Red Bank was repnlaed with 
loss. We took eighty prisonerB, including several officers, 
and Colonel Donop, who was severely wounded. If the forts 
bold out, BO as to prevent the English fleet from getting to 
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the town before the getting in of the hard fi-ostB, it mart 
gland ont to sea again, and General Howe will find it diffionlt 
to maintain his present position." 

" Colonel Donop," says Kalb in coDcluding thia report 
on the Tth of November, "has died, deeply monrued by his 
soldiers. Hb last words were, that he died a sacrifice to the 
onpidity of his sovereign. The saccesses in the North are 
confirmed. If Hia Majesty could resolve npon a war, how 
tavorable would be the present moment I It wonld be easy 
to intercept at sea the 6,100 men of Bnrgoyne's army who 
are now to be conveyed to Europe (but were retained in 
America). A French sqnadron of ten or twelve liue-of- 
battle ships, sent at once into I>e1aware Bay, conld force the 
whole English fleet to surrender. In conseqncnce of such a 
vicloiy the English in Philadelphia would fall into our 
hands at the same time. What glory for France, to finish 
the war in less than a campaign, and to dictate terms to 
England. The blow wonld be certain. I have not the least 
doubt that the English fleet will resume its present position 
next year, if General Howe does not evacuate Philadelphia, 
which he will do only at the utmost need. I begin to believe 
that our forts will not hold out long enough to compel him 
to retreat. In that case he will still need the fleet, to pro- 
vision his army, as much as he does now." 

" Since my last letter of November the ?th, M, le 
Comte," Kalb goes on to say, in his letter of December 12, 
17V7, written in camp, seventeen miles from Philadelphia, 
" nothing new has occurred in the army. Detachments, 
marches, and countermarches, without material results for 
either side — that is all. It should be mentioned, however, 
that the English have burned three of their men-of-war, 
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whioh bad nm aground in the Delaware. On the other 
hand the enemy's artilleiy hare destroyed and laid open oar 
Fort Mifflin, so that we were compelled to leave it. But we 
carried off the only piece of ordnaDce not disabled. 

" On the IVth of November I was directed by the oom- 
mander-in-cbie^ with two other generals, to go to Jersey, 
and ascertain whether Bed Bank could resist a hostile attack, 
or would have to he abandoned and destroyed at the ap- 
proach of the euemy. We were to consult the navy officers 
of the United States now cruising in the Delaware. They 
were unanimously of opinion that the superiority of the 
hostile artillery made a defence impossible. We ibnnd this 
confirmed. Not only are the defences of the fort so dilapi- 
dated that in a very few dayf the garrison must be destroyed 
or captured, but its location is so unlavorable that without 
the support of ships it cannot molest the enemy in the least. 
It would neither prevent him from constructing chevaux de 
IHse in the channel, nor damage bis frigates and transports. 
It was therefore resolved to mine the fortifications, and, if 
the troops stationed io the Jerseys should cross Mente Creek, 
and not be snccesstiilly repulsed, to evacuate the fort and 
blow it up. This has since been done mider the direction 
of General Vamnm, 

" Four days later, after my return to headquarters at 
AVhitemarsh, General Washington ordered me to throw 
reSn forcemeats into Jersey, General Howe having greatly 
increased his forces there of late. Our camp was threatened 
by this movement, on which account our troops were with- 
drawn &om the left bank of the Delaware. By good fortune 
four brigades from the army of ihe North arrived just in 
time to make us a match fc r the enemy. On the 3d of Decern- 
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ber Howe approached and made sundry feints both to ibi 
right and to the left, in the hope of decoying as out of onr 
strong position. He continued traversing the field for eight 
days, we alao keeping in bivouao, but never quitting our 
ground. He did not venture to attack us; nor was it 
advisable for ns to advance upon him and saciiGce the 
advantages of the ground. For, in other respects, the 
chancea were by no means equaL Had the enemy been de- 
feated, he would have retreated in safety to Philadelphia ; 
had the fortune of the day turned against us, we should have 
risked the loss of our whole army, and the downfall of the 
cause. For you will hardly believe, M. le Comte, that the 
enemy still exceeds us in uumbers, and that our army has at 
no time mustered fifteen thousand men. Howe bas that 
force in effective men. I am certain that in spite of the 
reenforcements above mentioned, and in consequence of hard- 
ships, cold, and insufficient clothing, our army has been 
reduced until the men capable of performing duty are not 
more than seven thousand, while our hospitals are crotvded. 
And how are the latter administered ! And in the face of 
all this the soldier ia worried with parades — and such 
parades — three times longer than is necessary, and on march- 
ing days as well as others. This gives me as much regret 
as it fills me with disgust. However, I am on good terms 
with the commanding general. He has formed a division 
for me, consisting of two brigades, all New England troops, 
which are regarded as the best. 

" The English finally retired to Philadelphia, after ravag- 
ing the country and burning many bouses. I had correctly 
divined their intention to retreat from the position assumed 
by them ; knowing, also, that their providons were exhausted. 
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their Bopplies cnt oS", and the snrroiiDdiDg ooantrjr laid waste, 
I calcolated upon defeating their rear, being well -acquainted 
with the ground, and knowing that the main body conld not 
be brought into action against me. Besides, it was already 
three o'clock in the afternoon, and my retreat perfectly 
Becare. I requested the commander-in-chief to allow me to 
make a sally with a part of my division. He thanked me 
very kindly, bnt only permitted me, if I thought proper, to 
detach & little corps of ohBervation, and desired any attack 
to be avoided. I therefore sent a little detachment of 
infantry and cavalry after the English, directing Hiyor 
Dubny!)son to show them the way. They hang on the rear 
of the enemy for five miles, and by that gentleman's report 
to the commanding general it appeared that nothing would 
have been easier than, with tour field-pieces, to have ntterly 
defeated, and, indeed, cot off and captured a part of the rear 
guard, namhering some five hundred men, while passing 
a long defile. 

" On the 11th of December we broke camp, to take np a 
position on the right bank of the Schuylkill, six miles in 
advance. Two divisions of the right wing had already 
passed our pontoon bridge at Matson's Ford, when suddenly 
an intrenched camp was seen there, from which the enemy 
had assailed and cannonaded the militia marching iu the 
front. The great distance made it impossihle that General 
Howe should have been informed of our movements in Ume 
to have thrown his main body in our way. It was clear that 
this was only a strong detachment, which had ventured ont 
in search of provisions. Instead, howeve -, of falling upon 
the enemy and engaging him, or making a detour, General 
Sullivan, who commanded our right wing, retreated across 
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the bridge, and ordered it to be taken down, abandoning the 
militia to their fate. Thus ve remuned on the left bnuk, 
at Swedes Ford, three miles above, where we conatmoted a 
new bridge, no better than the old one. Before the day was 
over we learned that the bostUe corps nambered bnt two 
thousand men, and made off in the utmost haste. 

" On the lithf" ooiitinaes Kalb in a postscript written in 
oarap at Oulph's Mill, December 17, 1777, "we crossed the 
river by two fords and two bridges, and pitched this camp. 
Yesterday we were detained by the weather, and to-day by 
the ^t proclaimed by Congreea. 

"Warfare in this country is toilsome and difficnlt, and 
the season is too far advanced for ns to remain in the field. 
Nevertheless we do remain. Although we expect to go into 
winter-quai'tere the day aft«r to-morrow, we must expect a 
winter campaign, as the enemy ^ves ns little rest, and bis 
main position is only twenty or twenty-two miles away. 
The miserable hovels we are constructing in these dreary 
mountains are, therefore, very far from deserving the honor- 
able designation of winter-quarters. Hooses are not to be 
bad, even for generals. I shall personally superintend the 
erection of my castle, in order to have it as little badly 
built as possible. Bnt be that as it may. Valley Forge is to 
be oar winter retreat, if that name can be applied to so ill- 
defended a camp eo near to the enemy. Kepose will cer- 
tainly not be our portion, as the nnmber of those fit for duty 
is very small, in conseqaenoe of the great number of sick 
and of discharges. I am the officer of the day every fourth 
day. Twenty-four such hours aSbrd employment sufficient 
for two men ; and even in my brief leisure hours I hardly 
have a moment to myself, being then obliged to look after 
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my divMoD, and to attend the Tarions consoltstionB and 
councils of war. 

"Od the 19th instant," Kalb concludea his report to 
de Broglie at Yallef Forge, on the 25th of December, " the 
army reached this wooded wildemees, certainly one of the 
poorest dititricts of Pennsylvania; the eoil thin, onculti- 
vated, and almost uninhabited, without forage and without 
provisions I Here we are to go into winteiHjnarters, i, e^ 
to lie in shastieB, generals and privates, to enable the army, 
it is said, to recover from its privations, to recruit, to re- 
eqoip, and to prepare for the opening of the coming cam- 
paign, while protecting the couctiy against hostile inroads. 
The matter has been the subject of long debates in the ooun- 
cil of war. It was discussed in all its length and breadth — 
a bad practice to which they are addicted here — and good 
advice was not taken. The idea of wintering in this desert 
can only have been put into the head of the commanding 
general by an interested speculator, or a disafiected man. 
Means were found of implicating Congress, which body has 
the foible of interfering with matters which it neither un- 
derstands nor can understand, being entirely ignorant of 
the locality. It is unfortunate that Washington is so easily 
led. He is the bravest and truest of men, has the best in- 
tentions, and a sound judgment. I am convinced that he 
would accomplish substantial results, if he would only act 
more upon bis own responsibility ; but it is a pity that he is 
so weak, and has the worst of advisers in the men who enjoy 
his confidence. If they are not tnutors, they are certiunly 
gross ignoramuses. I am satisfied that our present position, 
if retained, will offer none of the advantages expected from 
it. On the contrary, the army will be kept in continual 
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alarms from being too near the enemy, and too feeble, for oU 
whole effective force hardly amonntB to biz thouBand men. 
To use them for the protection of the ooDDtiy, exclnd«i 
every idea of rest It might have been expected that a 
oamp would have been formed in a secure position, and com- 
pact in its design, corresponding to the small number of the 
army ; and that it would have been strongly intrenched, so 
SB to refflBt any attack. Instead of this the divlaions are 
encamped bo far asunder, that we are practically split np 
into a number of petty detachments, isolated so as to be 
unable to sopport each other, and helplessly exposed to 
every assault. Who knows whether we shall not receive a 
severe blow this winter ? When the enemy go foraging, we 
remain qaiet in camp. If we were properly informed of 
their movements, we might intercept their fora^ng parties. 
But in most cases we never hear a word about them. A fine 
management for reonperating and making the army effect- 
ive I And if recruiting is to be attempted, the effective 
force mnst be still further reduced, by detailing officers and 
men for that purpose. If this is done sparingly, but few 
recruits will be obtained, and the army will go out of the 
winter-quarters as puny as it went in. TTnlesB Congress will 
speedily throw off their present vacillation, and adopt ener- 
getic measureB for completing the regiments and compelling 
the militia to serve for three years (a step I have been daily 
advocating for a long time), a time will come when the 
General will not be able to calculate upon having twenty 
men to command next morning. Tlie men are drafted in 
classes, and are only called upon to pledge themselves for a 
service of two months. After the expiration of that time 
DO man can compel them to remain another day. This state 
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of tluDgs is a burtlien to the State and to the cidzeo ; there 
is no end to the drilling of raw recruits, from which the 
eerrice derives no manner of benefit. Thia eastern of militia 
Bervice will yet prove the destruction of the cause. The 
devil himself could not have made a worse arrangement 
On the regular troops it ent^ls a iiirtlier disadvantage. The 
moneyed militiaman — and the majority are of this descrip- 
tion— doea not march himself, but hires a substitute, whom 
he pays from $300 to tl.oOO for two months' service. These 
gentry are well content to pocket this amount of money for 
an eight weeks' promenade, and take good care not to enliat 
permanently — the very thing which the greater part of them 
would do if the militia service was abolished, or the militia 
only employed to fill up the old regiments. Tou may im- 
agine the difficulty of recruiting under these circumstances. 
I do not know what is doue in the clothing department ; but 
it is certain that half the army ai-e half naked, and almost 
the whole army go barefoot. As to patrolling the country 
round, it is not even carried so far as to keep the road from 
Lancaster to Erie, and from Erie to the Delaware, in onr 
control. A number of officers have joined me in nrging this 
measure. But it was objected that by so doing we should 
expose the banks of the Delaware, the eastern part of Mary- 
hind, and several (counties of Pennsylvania. But do we not 
expose them now, and all the more f The whole difference 
would be that such a disposition would enable us to live on 
That now constitute the supplies of the enemy. 

"Our men are also infected with the itcb, a matter which 
attracts very little attention cither at the hospitals or in 
camp. I have seen the poor fellows covered over and over 
with scab, I have caused my seven regiments to put up 
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iMrrsoka lai^ enoagb to hold all these unfortnnates, so that 
they can be Bubjected to medical treatment away from the 
others; 

"All things seem to contribute to the rain of onr canse. 
If it is BttBtained, it can only be by a special interposition of 
Providence. The army contractors have been consulted as 
to the best place for going into wlnter-qaarters, and have 
declared that the present location is the most convenient tor 
them. This, by-the-bye, was done contrary to my advice. 
Kow we have hardly beeo here six days, and are already 
suffering for want of everything. The men have had 
neither moat nor bread for four days, and our horses are 
often left for days without any fodder. What will be done 
when the roads grow worse, and the season more severe t 
Strong detachments ought to be sent out at once, to get in 
proTisiouB. And what rest is given to the Boldterf The 
generals never think of sparing their men. They take the 
full complement of gnards to which their rank entitles them. 
The general of the liighest grade has a lieutenant with thirty 
men, the brigadier a sergeant with twelve men to watoh 
him, and the remaining staff officers in proportion. To set a 
good example, I have taken it upon myself to reduce the 
number in my division. This has been mnoh commended 
but by no means imitated. Imitation is not in vogue here. 

"In addition to this there is here a scries of officers very 
expcnfiive and totally superflnous. Every brigade has its 
commissary of subsistence, its quartermaster, its wagou- 
master, its commissary of forage, and each of these again 
has his deputies. Each general, again, is entitled to a special 
commissary of subsistence and three commissaries of forage. 
All these men rank as officers, and really have Dothing to da 
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Ky 'blaubBmith ie a captain ! The very uamerons assisUnt- 
qaarterm asters are for the most part men of no milititry eda- 
cation whatever, in many cases ordinary hncksters, but al- 
ways colonels. The same rank is held by the contractors- 
general and their agents {/oumiaaeur g^&ral et /aeteur gin- 
Srat). It iH safe to accost every man as a colonel who talks 
to me with familiarity ; the officers of a lower grade are in- 
variably more modest. In a word, the army teems with 
colonels. The quartermasters-general provide qnarters for 
the command er-in-chief and ibr themselves, bnt for nobody 
else. The other generals, even some of the officers, take 
their quarters where and as they please and can. For this 
purpose thoQsands are often to be seen hastening on in ad- 
vance of the army. In the rear of it nobody thinks of the 
dutance. Luckily we have an enemy to deal with as olamay 
as oarselves. If any one you have occasion to look for is to 
be found, it is only to be accomplished by good luck or inde- 
&tigable perambulations. Plans of quarters are unknown. 
It is necessary to live a long time in every camp, before yon 
can find your way. AH my remonstrances against this 
abuse were of no avail. I have abandoned the practice of 
enggesting improvements in the service and in organization. 
I have had the greatest trouble in mnking them understand 
the necessity of strong patrols for visiting the posts. They 
had no idea of a system of pickets and outposts. Detach- 
ments of dragoons were osnally employed, who of course 
knew nothing about it. Thus it happened that posts were 
often missed for days, and were not relieved, from ignorance 
of tbeir locality, and that the officers, in visiting the posts, 
were always groping in the dark. The party who had 
posted them, on arriving in camp, conld only tell approxi- 
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matelf where they otood. The other da.j, when I waa re- 
lieved from beJDg officer of the day, my sacceaaar inquired 
whether I had held a parade. I answered that I should 
never nnneceesarily increase the troables of the aoldierg, nor 
keep them under arms to no porpoBo. Fur it has been very 
cold for a month, and the assembly as well u the mounting 
of the guard is done so Blowly, that it generally coneiimes 
two hoars. My comrade replied that he had ordered up all 
the dmmmers, and meant to have a grand parade. 

"But I must tell yoii, M. le Comte, how a grand parade 
is managed. Wlien the troops are drawn up in order, the 
officers of the guard and those commanding the pickets post 
themselves opposite the line on horseback. The di-nmmera 
then march solenmly down the front from right to lefl, and 
back again from left to right, beating their drums all the 
time. Then they make a wide detour, and repeat the per- 
formance in the rear of the troops, antil they halt on the right 
of the line. At this moment the command to march is given, 
and the troops pass in review before the officers. You must 
nndertitand that the whole parade, headed by the general, 
makee a circuit around the little cluster of horsemen, and 
then, before setting out to mount guard, range themselves 
again on the ground from which they started, a march which 
occupies at least three-quarters of an hour. How sad, that 
troops of such excellence, and so much seal, should be so 
little spared and so badly led 1 Bnt everything here com- 
Innes to inspire disgust. At the smallest sign from yon I 
ahall return home. 

"I have never mentioned the subject of my pay, beoaDse 
I know nothing about it. I have not received anything. I 
eannot say whether it amounts to a hundred and fifty or to 
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two handred dollani a moDtb, or more, bat it ought to mn 
from last July. The sum looks large, but horscB are exces- 
sively dear at this pla'je, and all necesBarieB so maob above 
the ordinary price, that the best I can hope for will be to 
escape a loss. I am the only general who practises economy, 
and restricts his table to what is moat needed. Neverthe- 
less, at the last camp I had to pay my purveyor of miJk and 
butter two hundred and forty-two francs for the consnmption 
of two weeks. Besides, the pay is made in paper money, on 
which there is a loss of four hundred per cent, in exchanging 
it for sQver. No one, therefore, ought to serve from interested 
motives. On the other hand, the expenditures for proviaions 
and Other necessaries for the army most be enormous. I 
draw forage for two four-horse baggage wagons, besides 
wbich three horses, raised in the country, have been famished 
for my servants. I receive twenty-fonr daily rations of 
thirty-six pounds of naeat, twenty-lour pounds of bread or 
floor, a considerable quantity of mm, candles, bacon, salt, 
soap, etc. The storeboases are well filled, and we are at 
liberty to take from them what we please. The war fund 
pays a good many bills that could not well be made public 
I have no doubt that the contractors make fifty per cent on 
every contract, not to speak of the other detraudations, the 
mere enumeration of which would be endless." 

As a finishing touch to this very unattractive picture of 
American camp life, we subjoin Kalb's remarks, in his regu- 
lar correspondence with his wife, about his own compatriots 
and late friends and companions. " On the whole," he writes 
on the 6th of January, 1778, ''I have annoyances to bear, of 
which you can hardly form a conceptioo. One of them is the - 
mutoal jealonsy of almost all the French officers, particularly 
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t^itut tfaoBC of higLor rank than the rest. The people think 
of nothing bnt their iaceHaant intrif^ues and backbitinga. 
They hate each other like the hitt«rest enemies, and endeav- 
or to injure each other wherever an opportunity offers. I 
have given up their Bociety, and very aeldom see them. L^ 
fayette b the sole exception ; I always meet him with the 
BBme oordiality and the same pleasure. He is an excellent 
young man, and we are good friends. It were to be wished 
that all the Frenchmen who serye here were as reasonable as 
he and L La&yette is much liked ; he is on the best of 
terms with Washington ; both of them have every reason to 
be satisfied with me also." 

Another letter, written January 7, 1778, at Valley 
Foi^e, to President Henry Laurens," shows a better inught 
into Washington's difficult position. "What can I say," 
Kolb writes, " about our doings, or rather doing nothing 
daring the fall? Have we ever been able to undertake any- 
thing against the enemy ? Have we not been lying often 
in the open field, without tents, under anna for many houra 
together, and in very severe weather, too ; with an army al- 
most naked and barefoot, worn oat by fittigue (partly by 
necessity and the ordinary hardships of the field, but as 
much so, I dare say, by the ignorance of some of the leading 
officers, ill keeping the men under arms longer than would 
be required), and constantly inferior to the enemy in num- 
ber, even after the reenforcement from the N'orthern army. 
To whose door this defect of numbers must be laid I am at 
a loss to tell, being anacquainted with the methods employed 
or prescribed for recraiting ; 'tis most improbable that the 
commander can be faalty In this point, it being always a 
general's interest to have a strong army. He has, no doubt, 
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regnlarlj g\vta\ to Congress exact retams, to show tbem 
his weakuesB. I cauDot but observe, in justice to GeDeral 
WaafaingtoD, that he must be a very modest man, and the 
greatest friend to the cause, for forbearing public com* 
plaints on that account, that the enemy may not be apprised 
of oar situation and talce advantage of it. He will rather 
HufTer in the opinion of the worid than hurt hia country, in 
making appear bow &r he is irom having so considerable an 
army as all Europe and great part of America believe he 
has. Thin would show, at the same time, he did and does 
more every day than itould be expected from any general in 
the world, in the same circumstances, and that I think him 
the only proper person (nobody actually being or serving in 
America excepted), by his natural and acquired capacity, bis 
bravery, good sense, uprightness and honesty, to keep np 
the spirits of the army and people, and that I look upon him 
as the sole defender of his country's caose. Thus much I 
thought myself obliged to say on that head. I only could 
wish in my private opinion he would take more upon him- 
self, and trust more to his own excellent judgment than to 
councils, but this leads me out of my way." • 

Under these ciruumstanoes Kalb was little pleased with 
his new sphere of action, and felt himself ill at ease in Val- 
ley Forge, Almost every letter to his wife winds up with 
the expression of a wish, or with a definite plan for his im- 
mediate return home. At one moment a threatened Euro- 
pean collision, which subsequently collapsed into the war of 
thj Bavarian auccc^ion, fills him with a desire of returning 
to the well-tried flag of de Broglie, to seek on the battle- 
fi^s of Germany the distinction which seemed to elude bis 
" Copied veTbatim. 
t 
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gnap in America ; at another time he would like to be ac- 
credited as envoy from FniDce to Congress, or if that 
vauanoy shoald be already filled, to go in the same capacity 
to Geneva, where hia religiona oonfesaion would not bo a 
bindraaoe to him ; again he paints in the most vivid colors 
the delighta of an idyllic retirement in the bosom of his 
foniily; finally, be poatpoDes hi^ departure. Amid these 
hopes and longings day after day goes by, until at length he 
abandons his plan, being absorbed in the claims of the pasraoi; 
moment. 
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A T the time of which we are now speaking the Amen- 
-^-^ can generals and BtatesmeD were by no means united 
in that spirit of cordial harmony and patriotic devotion to 
the welfare of an imperilled country, which, in consequence 
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of dietortioDS, intended or iminteDtional, of the truth of his 
tory, is bo frequently asuribed to them. The American army 
formed no exception to the universal rule governing all 
aewly-rused levieB of this description ; it had its fiill share 
of that petty envy, those fierce dissensions and jealoosies, 
tiiose intrigues and cliques, which inevitably grow out of the 
fricUon of heterogeneous interests and the clash of ambitious 
aspirations. Histoiy, of course, takes note only of the dis- 
cords which invaded the higher circles, and here agwn the 
the commander-in-chief was naturally the object of the most 
violent and vindictive assaalts. 

To arrive at a correct estimate of these transactions it 
most be borne in mind that, at Valley Forge, Washington's 
reputation, however qmckly it has since established itself, 
was by no means such as to point to him as the only and 
indispensable man for the times. In the first place, the re-. 
suit of the last battles was unfavorable, and the resnlt is the 
{iiitenon for the unthinking masses ; again, some errors in 
strategy had been uudonbtedly committed, and were, of 
course, exaggerated by Iiis opponents into proofs of inca- 
pacity. Some, like Lee, Gates, and Conway, saw in him a 
stumbling-block in the path of their own ambition ; others, 
like liovell and Adams, thought him too slow, and still others 
saw inevitable ruin in the course of things under his direc- 
tion. His adversaries numbered in their ranks patriots and 
men of the purest and most disinterested intentions ; bat tie 
ringleadei's of the period now engaging our attention were 
actuated by sinister motive;, and the chief among them were 
<!iates and Conway. The former was JVkirly intoxicated with 
the splendor of bis victory over Burgoyne, largely brought 
about, as it had been, by the previous dispositions of Wash- 
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ington and Schuyler, and occupied, even in the eyes of a 
Btrong party in Congress, the position of the expected deliv 
erer from bondage. The latter, a bom intrigner, felt that 
Washington understood him well, and therefore hoped to 
make his way by clinging to the sldrts of Gates. As wo 
hare already seen, he managed to obtain the rank of mcgor- 
gener^ and the post of inspector-general of the army, in 
December, 1777, in the teeth of Washington's well-founded 
objections. 

The object of the cabal which is known by Conway's 
name was none other than to undermine Washington's repu- 
tation with the army and in CongresR, and to supplant him in 
the command by General Gates. The latter had just re- 
ceived from Congress the position of President of the Board 
of War, which gave him the supreme direction of military 
affairs. The cabal, the earliest symptoms of which have been 
traced as far back as November, 1777, matured in the camp 
at Valley Forge, but was defeated, in January, 1778, by the 
indiscretion of Colonel Wilkinson and the tact and dignity, 
of Washington. Since then, Gates contented himself with 
oppodng Washington indirectly whenever he could. Thus, 
at the end of January, 1778, he induced Congress, without 
communicating with the commander-in-chief or aoking his 
opinion, to decide upon a winter campaign into Canada, under 
the lead of Lafayette and Conway. The plan was well con- 
ceived. In view of the nationality of the Canadians, and of 
their natural relations to France, the success of the American 
arms was far more probable under the direction of those who 
were Frenchmen by birth and French ofScers by education, 
than under the manE4^ment of Americans, unacquainted even 
with the languE^e of the country. But under this smooth 
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exterior lurked the design of gtuning orer Lafsyette, and 
witli him, if possible, all the French ofScers, to the tuterents 
of Gates and Conway. The young marqais could cot have 
been more e^ctually conciliated. Vain and greedy of ap- 
planse, he longed for an opportunity of distinction. Hie 
expeditJOD to Canada, invested vith a certain romantic halo 
from the adveDturous march of Arnold and the heroic death 
of Montgomery, tvo years before, promised a more than 
ordinary crop of honors. He was especially delighted at 
the idea of expelling the tyrannical and natural enemies 
of his country, " the English, out of the lands they have 
taken from us (the French), and of imparting to the Can»- 
dians a share of the liberties of the thirteen States. How 
happy I wonid be," Lafayette continues, " had I the satisfao- 
lion of being an instrument of saoh a revolution. My love 
for the freedom of mankind in general, and, in this particular 
instance, my consanguinity with the Canadians and the name 
of Frenchman I am honored with, will be sufficient prooft. 
If I had believed that I am not sent for doing good and right 
to the Canadians, then I should not have hesitated an instant 
to decline this commission ; but as I am fully convinced that 
I wonld promote their happiness as well as the advaDtage 
of the United States, I shall undertake it with the greatest 
cheerfulness, if those measures are taken which I think 
proper to snoceed." " Nevertheless he marred the plot of 
the clique, as a man of a high sense of honor, and of a devo- 
tion to Washington far greater than the adversaries of the 
latter bad imagined. It was only upon consultation with, 
and nnder the sanction o^ the coramander-iD-chief, that La- 
fayette accepted the command, and then on the express coi^ 
ditioDS that Kalb, itad not Conway, should be his ansociate. 
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"I had desired UcDougall,*' Lafayette continofls in luB 
abore-qaoted letter of January 31, 1778, to CongresB;* "not 
that I am very intimately acquainted vitfa him, but by the 
knowledge I have of hie rigid and imperturbable virtoe. The 
state of his health would not permit his going now in bo 
cold a conntry. But there is the Baron de Ealb, who has 
seen more wars than any other officer in the continent, who 
came over with me, who, if I was to point out any of tlio 
general officers who are to be in that expedition, had an in- 
dnbitsble right to my mentiomng his name. He desires to 
oome with me ; he will be rauoh more useful to America if he 
is employed there. I take the liberty of recommeading him 
in the most strongest terms, not at all because there where 
are more than two brigadiers — it seems there should be two 
nuLJor-generals — bat because I think very firmly that, for the 
good of the service and the Bucoegs of the enterprise, it is of 
the highest importance and of an absolute neoesslty." Con- 
grees yielded this point, so that Conway, being junior to 
Ealb, waH indirectly shelved. 

According to the plan marked out by Gates himBelf," 
the expedition was to oonnat of 2,500 men, to rendezvous at 
Bennington, and to march over the ice of Lake Cfaamplain, 
upon St. Johns and Montreal, Arriving at one of these points, 
Lafayette was directed to acquaint the Canadians with his in< 
tontioDS, and to invite them to enter the TJuion army. In 
case pnbhc sentiment should not manifeBt itself unequivocally 
in &vor of the Union, Lafayette was to call upon the people 
of Canada to observe a strict neutrality. If, however, he 
dionld encounter an nnexpected resistance, or general disaf- 
ftotion, he was to dcBtroy all the wharves and vessels at St. 
■ Literal cop;. 
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Johns, Chamblee, and the Isle auz Koix, and to retreat by the 
most available route to Saratoga and the advanced ports on 
Wood Creek and Hudson River. But in case the Canadiims 
ebonld be filled with a desire to asust at the establishment of 
American liberty and independence, it would become Lafay- 
ette's especial daty, not only to solicit their adherence to the 
United States, and to, send delegates to Congress, but also to 
call upon him to accept the paper money issaed by him. If 
he should penetrate to Montreal, the capture of which was 
the main purpose of the expedition, he was to possess himself 
of all the arms and munitions of war. Lafayette quitted the 
camp on the 7th of February, 1778, followed by Ealb on the 
16th of the same month. His route lay through Peansylva- 
nia and New York over ice and snow, or impassable roads, 
over which he travelled alternately on horseback or by aleigh, 
so that it was not before the 24th of the month that be reached 
Albany. Here Kalb was rewarded for the hardships of 
the journey by excellent quarters. Little as be usaally heed- 
ed such matters, he yet records with great aatiafaction on this 
occasion, that in Albany he slept without his clothes, for the 
first time since the I4th of October, the day of bis arrival in 
camp. 

It was but too soon apparent that the entire expedition 
bad been inaugurated without a proper calculation of the re- 
sources at command. Conway, who, at the instigation of bis 
friend Gates, reached Albany even before Lafayette, and was 
to hand him his instiiictions, had scarcely arrived before he 
declared the march to Canada an impossibility. G-enerals 
Schuyler, Lincoln, and Arnold, well acquainted with the coun- 
try, and with the spirit of their own people as well as with 
tbat of the Canadians, were of the same opinion ; and If Lafay- 
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ette at first clung fondly to the hope of overooiniDg all ob- 
stacles, Kalb had been on the spot bnt a few days, when he 
was convinced of the impracticability of the nndeitaking. In- 
stead of the 2,fi00 men which had beoi promised, they found, 
at Albany, Schenectady, Johnston, and the neighboring towns, 
scarcely 1,200 soldiers, Buffering for want of indispensable 
necessaries, and insufficiently clothed and equipped even for a 
summer campaign. General Staric, who, as Gates had boast- 
ed, would probably have burned the English flotilla even 
before Lafayette's arrival, had not a «ngle man under his 
orders, and began by asking Lalayette how many troops he 
wanted, and for what period he wished them to be nused.** 
There was on all hands a lack of money, supplies, men, and 
even good will, so that with the utmost exertions of Kalb and 
Lafoyette too much time indispensably needed for the march 
itself would have been oonaumeJ in preparation. 

Under these drcurastances Ealb advocated an immediate 
return to camp ; but tlie month of March passed away before 
be and Lafayette could set out on their journey. Besides the 
considerations which grew out of the merits of the case, Kalb 
had personal reasons for disliking the enterpi'ise. His posi- 
tion, in consequence of the course pursued by Conway, was 
eitreraely disagreeable. The latter reiterated his former 
grievances, complained of being placed under the orders of one 
who had been his subordinate in France, and asked to be re- 
called, or trauHferred to Rhode Island. We have seen above 
what was the true state of the case in reference to hia alleged 
seniority in the French army. But what especially stamps 
Conway's remonstrances as emanations of mere personal in- 
trigne or mortification, is the circumstance that he had no ob- 
jections to make to Lafayette's command-in chief, though 
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that noblemao had been but a lieutenaiit in France, and tliero' 
fore a great deal further beneath him m digaitf. The trae 
motive must lie beneath the sur&oe. Lafayette wan not to be 
aasailed, becaose Qatra himself deured, by bo flattering an ex- 
pression of confidence as was involved in giving him the ehief 
command, to draw him over to his aide, and then, throagh 
Conway's inflneuce, to attach him to the interests of the 
clique. But by making Kalb the adviaer of La&yette and 
the virtual military director of the enterprise, to which the 
marquis merely lent his name, all the brilliant projects of the 
conspirators for the seduction of the foreign officers were 
dispelled. This circnmstance explains the bitterness which 
runs through the letters of Oonway and hia friends. 

" I bear that General Kalb," writes Conway to Gale*, 
from Albany, February 24, 1776," "is coming to this place; 
he is my inferior in France, and it would be disagreeable for 
me to find myself nnder his orders ; besides I do not think that 
there is any occasion for three major-generals to command 
the few troops in this quarter. I wish yon would let me know 
the intentjons of Congress concerning me, whether I am to 
serve here or with General Putnam or on Rhode Island. 

" General de Kalb," Conway continnea on Febmary 25, 
"is just now arrived. I am sure he was not sent by you, 
bat by Marquis de Lafayette. I could understand that he 
was induced to call for Baron de Kalb because the people 
whom you guess and whom I do not choose to blame, ex- 
pected that Baron de Kalb's arrival here would give me a 
dt^inst. In thiit they have guessed veiy right ; however, I 
solemnly declare that I am ready to serve this cause to whioh 
I have devoted myself in any part of the continent where I 
will be thought useful." 

D,a,l,zt!dbvG00^Ie 
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While Conwzj oonfines himself to covert alludODS, Rob- 
en Troup, bis friend, and Gates' idd, is far more explicit. 
" General Con va^," writes Troup to hie general, " is sorry that 
Baron de Kalb has been thought of for reasons, I dare say, 
you are aoquaiated with. The baron was of inferior rank to 
him in France, aod he would injure himself in the eye of that 
nation if he were to serve under him in America. I confess 
this reason has much weight with me, and I am convinced 
you will not deem it improper. 

"But what is of more consequence, ia the aervioe General 
Conway has reudered this country since his arrival in Amer- 
ica. I will forbear repeating the many parts of his history 
which stamp his character as a man of military abUities, 
valor, and attachment to the States. What can we say of 
Baron Ealb ? He never distinguished himself in any action with 
our army. He has never proved himself, in my opinion, a man of 
extraordinary talents. Why, then, should he be preferred Co 
Conway? 

" I only suggest these hints to show you the impropriety of 
sending Kalb to the northward. I am convinced General 
Conway will never be commanded by him, and a dispute in 
Canada, about rank, would be attended, in all probability, 
with insuperable difficulties. 

" I wish, therefore, some mode could be adopted to prevent 
the mutiny of these two gentlemen. I would rather lose a 
dozen Kalbs than one Conway. You may rest assured that I 
shall endeavor to promote friendship and good understand- 
ing between the several officers who are to be employed in 
this expedition. 

" Upon my ai-rival In Albany I (ihall speak to the quarter- 
master and commissary, and spur them on in the exeoutioa 
of their duty. 
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" General Conway l>elievea that the cabal at faeadqoarteri 
want the marqiuB to take Kalb in order to prevent his doing 
anything that won't contribute to hie own honor or the in- 
terest of the States." 

It is interesting to see that the clique of Oates and Con- 
way, judging thecommander-in-cbief by their own base stand- 
ard, took for granted that Washington and his friends were 
engaged in a cabal which really had no existence ; as matters 
stood, however, it is certainly fortunate that the march to 
Canada was not attempted, because' even the slighest bicker- 
ings brought on by Conway, would have been attended by 
the most disastrous consequences. Congress themselves 
were at length convinced that the plui was not feasible, and 
renounced it by a formal resolution, directing Washington to 
recall Kalb and Lafayette to headquarters, as their presence 
was indispensably required there. 

■ " How happy I have been," writes La&yette from Albany, 
March 25, 1778, to Washington, " in receiving yonr Excellen' 
cy's fevor of the 10th present. I hope you will be convinced 
by the knowledge of my tender affection for you, I am very 
sen^ble of that goodness which tries to dissipate my fears 
about that ridiculous Canadian expedition. At the present 
time we know which was the um of the honorable Board, 
and for which project three or fonr men have rushed the 
country into a great expense, and risked the reputation of our 
army, and the loss of many hundred men, had the general, 
your deceived friend, been as rash and foolish as they seem 
to have expected. American freedom I what shall become 
of you if you are in such hands? 

" I have received a letter from the Board, and a resolve of 
Congress, by which you are directed to recall me and the 
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Baron de Kalb, whose presence is deemed absolutely necessaiy 
to your army, I believe that of General Conway is abaobitely 
neceasary to Albany, and be has received orders to stay theroi 
wbioh I have no objection to, as nothing perhaps will be done 
in tbia quarter but some dispntes of Indians and Tories. 
However, yon know, I have wrote to Congress, and as soon 
as this leave will come, I shall let Conway have the command 
of these few regiments, and I shall immediately join my re- 
Bpectable friend ; but till I have received instructions for 
leaving this place from yourself, I shall stay, as powerful 
commander-in-chief, as if Congress had never resolved my pres- 
ence absolutely necessary for the great army." 

Washington's directions, to the same effect, anticipated 
Lafayette's despatch, and reached Albany the day after the 
departure of the latter. Lafayette and Ealb immediately 
set out on their return. The latter left the 29th of March, 
rode down the Hudson to New Windsor, and then struck a 
westward course througli the States of New York and Penn- 
eylvania, to Lancaster, where he arrived early in April, and 
enjoyed some weets of repose before returning to the army 
at Valley Forge. 

His return to headquarters was immediately followed by 
news of the defensive and offensive aUiance concluded be- 
tween France and the United States, on the 6th of February, 
1778. 

The commander-in-chief assigned the 6th of May for the 
Bolemn celebration of an event so important and so joyful to 
tbis country. In consequence of Steuben's unwearied labors 
tbe army was able to execute a grand mancenvre, on which 
occasion it was commanded by Kalb in the centre, while 
Lord Stirling led the right and Lafayette the left wing.** 
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Bat let OB bear Eitlb'a own acconnt of the day's festivitiea, 
and of the events thereby commemorated. 

"The alliance," be writes to bis wife on the I2th of May^ 
1776, "is, on the part of the King of France, so rational, 
and BO geneToaa beyond all expectation, that it has won him 
the hearts even of those who loved him hot little before. 
At the same time, it may be a^d that this act of magnanim- 
ity is none the less a movement of the most Bubtle policy, 
which, quiie apart from the glory reflected apon the king 
and hia ministers, will prove of infinite commercial advan- 
tage to the French people. No means could have been better 
adapted to bruiBe the colossal power of England, and to 
snatch this great country forever from its allegiance. The 
treaty reflects the highest credit on M. Gerard, who was in- 
tmated with its negotiation. His name will be inscribed 
upon the annals of this new empire by the side of Louis 
XVL, as the interpreter of the high-hearted sentimenta of 
that noble monarch, to whom this immense continent owes 
its liberty and happiness. 

" The aolemnities ivere opened with divine worship at the 
head of each brigade. Then followed three volleys of artil- 
lery, each of thirteen guns, and each sncceeded by a round 
of cheera, of which the first was in honor of the King of 
France, the second in honor of the European powers friendly 
to America, and the third in honor of the United Stiites. 
The oommander-in-chie:' gave a grand banqnet in the camp. 
Fifteen hundred persona sat down to the tables, which wera 
spread in the open air. All the officers with their ladies, anl 
the prominent people of the neighborhood, were invited. 
Wine, meats, and liquors abounded, and happiness and con- 
tentment were imjiressed on every countenance. Number 
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leas bnrraha were given for the King of France, aod the 
Frencli ofBceni had no email share in the honors of tlie ooca- 
BJOiL. It was a fine day for us, and a great one for General 
Wasbington, Let me saj that no one could be more worthy 
of this good fortune. His integrity, humanity, and love for 
the just cause of his country, as well as his other virtnes, 
receive and merit the veneration of all men. A French sol- 
dier had been condemned to death by a court-martial just 
before the festival. The marqnis and I sued for pardon to 
the guilty, llie commanding general answered that on a 
day dedicated to the gratitude owing by America to the 
King of France, he could not refase French officers a boon, 
and availed himself uf the opportunity to pardon all other 
criminals at the same time." 

The French alliance was a stimalus to the spirit of the 
soldiers no less than to that of the officers. In consequenue 
of it a council of war, convened on the 8th of May, 1118, 
was attended by Oenemls Greene, Gates, Lord Stirling, 
MifBin, Lafayette, Steuben, Armstrong, and Ealb. It was 
called upon by the commander-in-chief to decide the ques- 
tion " what measures ought to be adopted, and, particularly, 
whether a movement on Philadelphia was tlien advisable ? 
As the objections and obstacles which had weighed iu oppo- 
sition to offensive operations the preceding Kovemher, were 
Btill in full force, it was unanimously resolved to await the 
iVirther development of events, which, in effect, induced the 
English to evacuate Philadelphia of thdr own accord a few 
weeks after, 

Until that time the American troops remained quiet in 
their oamp at Valley Forge. The independence of the 
United States being now assured by the Fieuch alliance, the 
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oath of allegiance was oaca more exacted, and was admin- 
iBt«red by Ealb to the brigadiers Glover and Lamed. Ho 
was himself sworn on the I2th of May, 1778; " a proof that 
at that time he had renounced all idea of a speedy retam to 
France. 

Sach was the fact. " But for the late treaty," he writes 
to bis wife on the 26th of May, 1778, "I should haTS re> 
tamed to you ere this. Now I cannot and will not do it for 
variona reasons, two of which I sball here specify. In the 
first place, war between England and France hiving become 
inevitable, should I fall into the hands of the English while 
at sea, my treatoient would be that of a French prisoner of 
war, possibly without a claim to being exchanged, inasmuch 
as I should have left America without authority from my 
own Oovemmeot. In the second place, the alliance with the 
United States retransforms me from an officer on two years' 
furlough into a general of the French army with the same, 
if not a better title to promotion than if I had never quitted 
France. Henceforward, therefore, I shall only return by the 
express command of the minister." 

In the succeeding events of the war, the evaoaation of the 
camp at Valley Fot^u, the entry of the American array into 
Philadelphia, and Washington's march tbrongh New Jersey, 
Kalb did not participate, as he was seized, in the beginning 
of May, with a violent fever, which brought him to the verge 
of the grave, and confined him to his room until the middle 
of July. The latter stages of the disease were passed at 
Philadelphia, which the English had by this time evaciiatecl, 
and where a fellow-German, Dr. Pbyle (Pfeil), who subeo- 
qaently became his intimate friend, tenderly nursed and cared 
for him. After his recovery Kalb went to the beadquartera 
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at White Plains, twenty-five miles north of New York City, 
utA resumed the commaad of bis divisioD. It was Washing- 
ton's intention to sbnt in the English in New York on the 
land ude, while the French fleet under d'Estaing, which had 
jost arrived, was to attack this important base of the hostile 
operations from the rear, and, by the combined operation 
of the two forces, to oblige the English army to surrender. 
The plan remuued unexecuted, however, because the pilots 
gave it as their opinion that the depth of water inKew York 
Bay was not sufficient to allow the larger veBsels of the 
French squadron to manffiavre against an enemy. D^Es- 
taing therefore, in pursaance of an Quderetan ding with Wash- 
ington, sailed for Rhode Island, in order to retake that island, 
which bad become highly important in consequence of the 
fortifications erected by the English; an enterprise also 
thwarted by the concurrence of a number of unfavorable cir- 
cumstances. 

Ealb reckoned firmly on the triumph of the Franco-Amer- 
ican anns, and confidently expected that, by a series of ener- 
getic and well-concerted measures, the English would not 
only be worsted, but compelled to evacuate the American 
continent. As in that event, which for a time be regarded as 
a foregone concluftion, there would have been nothing leftfor 
him to do in this country, he requested his wife, in writing to 
her fi^om White Plains on the 14th of August, 1118, to apply 
to hia old commander the Duo de BrogUe, for a position under 
him, in case he should take the chief command of the French 
army at the breaking out of a general European war, then 
universally expected. 

But the coarse of events was otherwise. Neither did a 
general war break out in Europe, nor was America destined 
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to be BO soon delivered from her enemies. Tbe Euglish, for 
the preeent, maintained all their positioDS, and WashingtlbD 
could do nothing more than to observe them. During all the 
month of August Kalb was with the main army at White 
Plains, whence they decamped only on tbel6tb of September, 
1778, to oconpy a height on Fishkill, near the Hudson, where 
oar hero remained, with a. few short interruptionB, until tbe 
end of November, The camp of his diviuon waa distant 
eleven miles and a half from the Fishkill, and extended along 
tbe road leading thence to Sharon and Boston, while covered 
by Fish Creek in front. Round about was excellent pasture 
for borses." As tbe two armies lay opposite each other in 
entire inaction, the petty war of outposts or against maraud- 
ers and robbers, was extremely wearisome and exhausting, 
withont affording the slightest satisfaction to tbe military 
spirit of tbe higher grade of officers. Under these circnm- 
stances Kalb would gladly have accompanied his young friend 
Lafayette, who weut to Paris to spend tbe winter, which prom- 
ised to pass away in inaction, and that only the express desire 
of the Comte de Broglie kept hira with the army. " No one," 
be writes to his wife from Fishkill the 7th of October, 1778, 
" bas better reason, and a more ardent wish than I to behold 
his &mily once more, and no one makes greater sacrifices to 
manifest bis devotion and fortjtude in the king's service- 
Since France has interfered in the war, the subjugation of tbe 
continent by the English is out of tbe question. Possibly they 
will even surrender Rhode Island, New Tork, Long Island, 
and Staten Island, to defend their own country and their re- 
maining colonies. At all events tbcire will be no more move- 
ments of importance. I therefore regard the war as ended, 
so far as I am concerned, having no disposition to do battle 
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t the savages on the froatier. As often as a Frenchman 
returns home, my heart is ready to bnrat with homesickness. 
I am very tired of the war here, aad would have been bal 
too glad to go to Paris with Lafayette. Receive him kindly 
and courteously, and thank him for the nnmerons proofs of 
regard he has extended to me since the beginning of our 
friendship. I shall thank him as long as I live, and valae and 
esteem him most highly." 

Z.afayette himself did not set out so soon as he had intend- 
ed. He fell dangeronaly ill abont the middle of the month, 
and spent several days with Kalb as a convalescent about the 
middle of November, before taking leave of him, on the 
twenty-third, to set aaH for Boston. The two finends were 
not to meet agtun. 

On the I2th of October Ealb entered upon a new camp 
near Xew Hackensack, abont fourteen miles northeast of the 
Fisbkill, because he found the fodder for his horses better and 
more plentiful. His division was distant about twenty-tbar 
mUes from Washington's headqnarters. The latter, dreading 
an attack of the English upon the positions of the American 
army in the Highlands, ordered Kalb, on the 24th of October, 
to retire agiun to Fishkill, in order to be nearer to the sup- 
porting points of the army, and the intrenchments on the 
Hudson, in case of a hostile movement. The preparations 
and embarcations of the enemy were this lime, however, in- 
tended for southern points, and not for the force on the Hud- 
son. " This morning," he writes on the 25th of October, " I 
am about to ride to headquarters, at the invitation of the com- 
mander-in-chief, to discuss the plan for our next winter-quar- 
ters. A good ngn. I do' not yet know where and what they 
will be. If the English do not quit their positions, we shall 
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most likely be compelled ooce more to build shanties, aa 
we did last winter, and to bold out in them. It is not jet 
known bere what tbej will do. I have been of opinion ever 
since last May, that they will leave the United States entire- 
ly before the winter sets in." However, the enemy did not 
change bis position, and Ealb was consigned to fonr additional 
weeks of inaction in his old camp at Fisbkill. 

" For some days we have been in the midst of winter," be 
writes on the 24th of November from Newbnrg on the Hud- 
son ;" " it is snowing fast, and it is by no means agreeable to 
sleep out of doors, even under tents. The service is severe, 
and the weather is raw. YeatBrday, when it was very cold, 
I crossed the Hudson with my division, and shall remain in 
Newbnrg until the arrival of the prisoners of Burgoyne's 
army, on their march from New England to Virginia. I have 
orders to throw out six detachments to conduct them to the 
Delaware, and then to go into the same sort of winter-guar- 
ters in the woods and mountains of New Jersey, as we occu- 
pied last winter in Pennsylvania." " Yesterday," he contin- 
ues on the 29th of November, writing Irom his camp at 
Smith Cove, fourteen miles from Newbnrg, " I went to West 
Point on foot, being anxious to see it before quitting the 
Hudson forever. The weather was splendid, but the road 
contemptible. I had to choose between clambering over the 
rocks and wading in the morass, or going up to my knees in 
the water. I returned the same evening, having made twen- 
ty-eight English miles in all, and was obliged to change my 
guides, as those who set out with me were too much fatigued 
to go back. Never in my life have I made so fatiguing a 
jaunt ; I hardly felt my feet at last; but, while I cert^nly 
wonld not repeat the excursion, I am very glad to have seen 
the beautiful West PoinL" 
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The oommiinder-in-ohief^ whose corps emhraced Kalb'a 
division, which consisted of the Maryland and Delaware 
brigtideu, reached Middlebrook in New Jersey on the 11th 
of December, and there went into winter-qaarters, whither 
Kalh bad marched from Smith Cove on the 4th of the same 
month. The American army now extended in the form of a 
crescent from Danbury in Connecticut to the Hudson at 
West Point, and thence, by way of Elizabetbtown, to Mid- 
dlebrook. The best possible proteotion of the country, the 
maintenance of the important military positions in the High- 
lands, the eecnrity and discipline of the troopn, and the cheap 
and convenient procurement of supplies, were the leading 
objects of this eelection." 

Kalb remained at Middlebrook until the end of February, 
without interruption, and without being greatly edified by 
the monotony of camp life. It was not alone the compul- 
sory idleness, bo repugnant to his disposition, but also the 
enormous expense of the sojourn, and the absence of all sort 
of congenial fellowship, which embittered his long winter 
evening!). "I had resolved, as you know," he writra to his 
wife about this time, " not, under any circumstances, to con- 
sume any part of my private property while serving in 
America. I find it flatly impossible to adhere to this pur- 
pose. Everything is excessively dear at this place. Al- 
though I have expended nothing for clothes or linen, my pay 
is not sufficient to requite my servants and procure tfae eata- 
bles not furnished by Congress, such as coSee, tea, bntter, 
sugar, and milk. From the army stores we draw our meat, 
candles, bread, barley, soap, etc. The consumption of meat 
is almost incredible. It is impoadble toliabituate the people 
of this country to anything like order or regularity of living, 
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&n& eqD&lly impossible for one who has grown ap in the 
midst of order, discipline, and piinctnality, to aooostom him- 
self to the indolence of these people. Beside my three ad* 
jntants and the officer of the guard, ten servants and a 
number of mounted orderlies daily eat at my table. Horaea 
are a still more expensive article. Congress supplies me 
with eight team-horses, but the generals purchase thdr own 
saddle- horses, which are excessively dear. In spite of the 
greatest economy, I am therefore spending enormouB sums 
of money. Although the prices of all necessaries have in- 
creased nearly a bundredfolcl since my arrival in America, I 
consider it beneath loy dignity to apply to the States for a 
subsidy. I might prefer the request to the king, but fear 
the effect of sach a step on my promotion. These annoy- 
anees are aggravated by the mortifications growing out of 
the differences in manners and cnstoma between Americans 
and EuropeaoH, and the jealousy of the native agunst the 
foreign officers. Scarce one of the latter is contented with 
his position. There is not a second lieutenant who, on com- 
ing here, does not expect to be better treated than all the 
rest of his countrymen. I studionsly avoid entangling my- 
self in these petty bickerings, bnt it it is sufficiently disgust- 
ing to be told of them. It is all I can do to preserve the 
peace in my own military family." " I wish you and all of 
you," thus Kalb concludes his N'ew Tear's salutation to his 
wife, oD the 1st of January, 1779, " health, contentment, and 
happiness for the coming year ; for myself, if circuntstances 
permit, I wish a happy return to your midst. I could dis- 
course a long time on this topic, for you know, better than 
any one else, what a sacrifice I make in this long absence 
from yon and the chUdren, mI might live at home 'more 
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happily and peaceably than any other mun The privations 
to whioh I am subjected, the extraordinary exertions inci-' 
dent to the mode of warfare and to the variable climate of 
this country, the frequent movements from camp to camp, 
which makes rest and comfort nnattainable even in winter, 
all these hardships are onerous to a man at my time of life, 
and make me extremely anxions to return. I have no just 
cause of complaint, because I have come of my own free wilL 
I hope, however, that the king and hie miniaters will give me 
great credit for having remained here in deference to their 
wii'hes, exposed to every vicissitude, while the great majori- 
ty of the French ofltcers have returned home. I place my 
trust in Frovidenoe that I shall be spared to behold again 
the olgect of my most ardent love, and all that can tend to 
make me happy and contented for the rest of my days. For 
the present I must request an extension of my two years' 
furiougb, which has nearly expired; there will be no diffi- 
culty if you will only apply to the Comte de Broglie." 

To recruit bis health and replenish his wardrobe, Kalb 
went to Philadelphia about the end of February, 1779, and 
remained there until the 30th of March, when he returned to 
the camp at Middlebrook. Here, and in Bonndbrook, which 
IB close by, be was stationed until the reopening of the cam- 
paign in the beginning of June. The life of the camp was 
more quiet and monotonous than ever. Kalb was in the 
habit of wbiling away bis leisure hours in making plans for 
the future. As Gerard, the French envoy, then contemplat- 
ed returning home, Kalb thought of applying to become his 
successor, and repeatedly commissioned his wife to enlist the 
interposition of his friends with the minister. But the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne had been appointed before GSrard's 
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departure, m> tDat KjUD was ot coarse compelled to abandon 
the idea. 

Before setting out for the Hudson he received the follow- 
ing letter from Fans, from the Comte de Broglie, the only 
answer vonohsafed to all bis addresses to him. While it 
gave Kalb no assurance of promotion in France, it is evi- 
dence of the interest taken by the French ministers and gen- 
erals in the progress of the American war, and as such may 
find a plaoe here." 

" Mme. de Kalb," de Broglie tvriteson the 3lst of March, 
1778, "has forwarded me the letters with which yon have 
honored me from time to time. The time for yonr opera- 
tions in the field has arrived. We are in hopes, here, that 
the weakness of the English at the isolated points of the 
coast in their occapation, which they are compelled to expose 
on all sides, will jastity the American troops in an effort to 
expel the enemy. It would seem, at all events, that they 
have it in their power to harass and enclose him, and to cat 
off or at least greatly impede his supplies and forage, I 
have not a moment's doubt that you will omit no opportu- 
nity of explaining to the leading men of the army and of 
Congress the views of what is judicious and practicable, 
which yon are so well quiilified to impart. Too much cannot 
be done to make them understand the advantage offered by 
their position, if they will make the efforts fairly to he ex- 
pected of them. 

" I need not go into details with you. At my proposal 
to the Prince de Montbarey, sanctioned by him, he permits 
you to use the cypher concerted between you and me. I be- 
lieve you will receive instructions from that minister in re- 
lation to the plans to be adopted by Congress, or at least in 
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reference to that portion of those plans, the snccess of which 
your Gonnaels can assnre. 

" I have personally discnssed this matter with the Prinoe 
de Montbarey, my dear baron. The minister, who ia ex- 
tremely well-disposed to yon, haa promised me to Include 
yon in the list of brigadiers to be next appointed by him, 
without waiting for a general advancement. I have aesared 
him of yoar gratitude, and doubt not that you will make 
erery effort to give fresh proots of your devotion to the 
king's service. 

" As I have not kept the key to your cypher, be pleased, 
hereafter, to communicate, in it, directly to the Prinoe de 
Montbarey, what cannot well be written in the ordinary 
character. I heartily desire your entire good fortune ; yon 
know how deep an interest I take in your welfare." 

That these promises were but idle words we shall see in 
the sequel For the present we accompany our hero to the 
Hudson, whither he marched from Middlebrook with his di- 
vision on the 8d of June, 1779," to cooperate with the re- 
maining divisions of Washington's army in preventing the 
advance of the enemy into the Highlands,* 

■ The Bighlauds is the name of the diatriot of oountrj extending alODg 
the Hndaon from Cornwall to HaverBtniw, bo called on aoooant of (he moQii' 
UIoB and crags here overfaangiag the rater. 

8 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Ounrmr'B Plihs at thi OpuriHa or lax Sdhhih Cjufiioh or 177S. — Hi 
Ttmta Tikplakk's PorKr and Stdnt Point oh the Hddboh. — WisHWO- 
Toir Bt.rnjB his Attihft om Wist Point. — Kalb's Ditibiok with th« 
¥ain Axmt at Shith Coti. — His LmiK to hib Wiri. — Dbiart 
Pbdbfwttb. — Both Akhiu Spimii tbi Suhhek in Obbibvins Each 
Otbib. — Laboriouh Sxbvici — Watnk %etiee8 Stout Poibt. — Ihtob- 
TAHci or this Sdccus to thb Ahehicut Abkt. — Thi Impressions n 

PBODDCin OH THE FOKIION GeREBALS AND EnTOTB. EaLb'B DeLIGHT AT 

THlYlCTORI. — GAIIP IB THE WoODS. CbCELTT OP THE EnOLISS. — ThUR 

Raidb INTO tat ConHTBT. — Weiobt or Ealb's Testihobi. — Dibneb ai 
Kale's. — Curbkation oi the Taeino or Stoht Point. — A BEAuriruL 

OoHPABIBON PROH THE .^NEID. — FlKURt'b OaLLANTBT. EaLB FoBTEU 

ALL SOHHIB AT BOTIEBMILK FaLLS.— STBKHOTH Or HIS DIVISION. — INAO- 

ttviTT OP Both Abweb. — Pritatiohb. — Wasbinoton'r Intindid At- 
ta<:k upom New Yobi Frobtbatiei bt D'EsTjiiHa. — WiHTER^uARTiBa 

AT HOBRISTOWN SeW JiBBIT. SlTERE WiNTBR. — UHnEABD OF COLD.— 

Camp SurrEBiNoa. — Scabchi or Uonxi. — No Cbkdit. — Depkxciatiok 
OF Paper Uohbt. — Ihaction Wokse than a Setebe Campaion.^Kals's 
AccooMT or TBS State •* Thinos. — Rodenebs or the Natite to thr 
Forhqr OrriCERs. — Smallwood AoAiiiBT Ealb. — Hostii.i Motrmehts 
er THE English fbom Stateh Island. — Corfb of OBSEayAnoH in New 

JiBSET, FIRST UNDER St. ClAIR, THEN DHDEB EaLB. IN HaBOH, IT80. 

Fatioee Dett,— Ealb'b Tacticb at the Settifo In or the Thaw, — 
Wasrinoton'b Lrttbr and Opposite Tixwb. — Ealb Ordebbd £lsb- 

WHEBE OH THE Sd OP APRIL. — He IB DlBTINED FOR TBI SoUTH WITH HIB 

Division to the RxLixr or Charleston. 

rr^HE English General CiiDton had resolved to open the 
-^ campaign of 1779 with a brilliant coup de main, for 
which parpoee he had marched np the Hudson from Now 
York in the latter part of May, in order to fall into the rear 
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of tbe American army, posted in Kew Jersey, and to possegs 
bimseir of the hostile forts erected in tbe Uighlande, particu- 
larly West Point, as well as King's Ferry, the only remaining 
river communication between the Eastern and Western forte. 
This ferry was commanded by tbe projecting hills at the 
eastern and western landing, called Yerplank's Point and 
Stony Point, on the former of which Fort Lafayette had been 
erected, while the latter had been at least partially fortified. 
Clinton, however, being master of the river and uf its eastern 
bimk, found little difficulty in reducing these important points 
wbiob opened his way into tbe Highlands. It was done on 
tbe 1st and 2d of June, two days after his march from Xew 
York. He immediately ordered the intrenchments to be re- 
paired and completed, and Stony Point to be strongly 
fortified. 

Washington had correctly inferred from Clinton's prepa- 
rations, that it was the deugn of the latter to separate and 
overwhelm the American forces, and to occupy West Point 
and the Highlands. For the defence of Yerplank and Stony 
Point he was too late, as bis army did not leave their winter- 
quarters at Middlebrook and Bouodbrook before tbe day of 
Clinton's departure from New York. However, he baffled 
the further measures of the Knglisb commander by farced 
marches, by judicious dispositions of his troops along the Hud- 
son, and by proper reinforcements sent to the corps immedi* 
ately threatened. Before Clinton could advance npou West 
Point, McDougall, the commander of the fort, was strength- 
ened, and tbe position of the main body of the Americans at 
Kew Windsor, close by West Point, and at Smith Cove, a monn- 
tun pasa in tbe rear of Havestrav, so e&ctively supported 
that hfl conld not . risk an assault. He therefore returned to 
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Kew York, whence he entered npoc a ayetem of nuds and 
forays into Connecticut. 

Kalb, with his division, was with the miun army at Smith 
Cove, " It would Beem." he writes from that point to hia 
wife, the 10th of Jone, 1779," *' that a severe and exhausting 
campugn is before us. If we remain here much longer, we 
diall be compelled by want of for^e to send all our horses 
away from the camp. Had we but a fleet in the bay of New 
Yorli:, we could end the war at a blow by an attack on that 
city. As the enemy are compelled to devote almost all their 
attention to their islands, New York is left nearly undefended 
toward the sea. At this moment the British have but one 
line-of-battle ship of «xty-four gaas between Rhode Island 
and New York, and but fonr frigates, the largest of whieh 
mounts only thirty-six guns. Pour French sixty-fours and six 
frigates would command the entire coast, and take everything 
that is to be found in any of the pons occupied by the enemy. 
Mention these facta to the Comte de Broglie, or any one who 
takes an interest in the triuuiph of our arms." 

Aa the French Government fiuled to improve this oppor- 
tunity, while the Americans alone were too weak to avui 
themselves of it, the observing attitude of both armies con- 
tinued unchanged until the middle of July. Ealb, diaheart> 
ened by this endless delay and irksome inaction, would gladly 
have returned to Prance, had he not considered himself Ixtnnd 
to serve in the American ranks by the known intention of his 
furlough. His repeated requests to be recalled and promoted 
in the French army were unnoticed, aud for this reason alone 
he remained, " What I am doing here," he writes to his wife 
on the 16th of July from &nith Cove," " is extremely dis- 
agreeable. Without my excellent constitution it would be 
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impossible to bear np long under this aervice. Yesterday I 
made the most wearisome trip of my life, visiting the posts 
and pickets of the army in the solitudes, woods, and mountiuns, 
clambering over the rocl^ and pickii^ my way in the most 
abominable roads. My horae having lalleD lame, I had to 
make the whole distance on foot. I never suffered more from 
heat. On my retara I had not a dry rag on me, and was so 
tired that I could not sleep. My temperate and simple hab- 
its greatly contribute to keep me in good health. My gen- 
eral health is very good, and I hardly notice the annoyances 
of camp life. Dry bread and water make my breakfast and 
supper ; at dinner I take some meat. I drink nothing but 
water, never cofiee, and rarely chocolate or tea, in order to 
avoid irritating my eyes, which are the more useful to me as 
my four wds, partly from ignorance and partly from laziness, 
leave the writing incident to the service unattended to. So I 
am compelled to do it all myself, while they cultivate their 
digestions. I have now no more earnest wish than soon to 
see you aud the children sgain, and never to leave you more. 
If oar separation is destined to be of any advantage to us, it 
is dearly paid for." 

While Clinton ravaged Connectiout, Washington, not to 
be lured &om his position in the Highlands, resolved to un- 
dertake the recovery of Yerplank's Point and Stony Point, 
which had been strongly fortified by the English. He in- 
trusted Genera! Wayne with the execution of the plan 
against Stony Point, which, on the 16th of July, succeeded 
beyond all expectation. Important as was this success in its 
practical effects, as foiling Clinton's designs on the upper 
Hudson, its chief ralue consisted in the impulse it gave to 
the spirit and confidence of the people, and the proof it af> 
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forded that the American generals were not better fitted to 
make dispositions of their troops, than their officers and men 
were prompt and fearless in carrying them ont. It was par- 
tjcnlarly the foreign generals and diplomatists who began, 
after this victory, to believe in the possibility of a aaccessfnl 
issue of the war, achieved by the arms of the Americans 
themselves. Steuben, who had largely contributed to the 
result by introducing and enforcing the use of the bayonet 
in the Union army, prononnced the achierement one of the 
most brilliant of modem warfare; OSrard, the French am- 
bassador, is convinced that it will greatly enhance the opin- 
ion of Europe on the military qualities of the Americans ; " 
and Kalb, nsnally so calm and self-poBsessed, is lavish in 
pruse of Wayne and Flenry, as well as of their soldiers. 
On the IBth of Jnly, 1779, from his bivouac in Deane's 
woods, he writes to his wife at greater length aboat the tak- 
ing of Stony Point, and the days preceding and following 
that exploit, than about any other episode of the war. 

"We left Smith Cove," he says," "on the 16th of July, 
in the afternoon, to march to this spot over roads hardly pass- 
able for goats, carrying our provisions with us. We are now 
seven miles from onr camp and five miles from Fort Mont- 
gomery on the Hudson, in the midst of the forest, and sniv 
rounded by crags. We have kept in bivouac for two nights, 
which were pretty cool, while the days are very hot. I live 
on cold meat, and lie at night upon a cloak staffed with 
leaves. I expected orders to advance upon Fort Montgom- 
ery, to cross the river at that point, and form a jnnction with 
the other troops of the right wing, which are posted above 
and below me. It seemed to me probable that a movement 
was contemplated against the hostile posts on the left bank 
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at King's Ferry, Stony Point, on the right baDk, having besn 
carried in the night Irom the ISth to the I6th of Jaly, and 
the garrison taken prinoner. This Stony Point in at King's 
Ferry, ten miles south of this plane, and litly miles above Kew 
York. General Clinton, having left a garriaon at that post, 
was anineing himself in the Sound and in Connecticut, plun- 
dering, burning, and ravaging. Fairfield, Bedford, Norwalk, 
New Haven, and West Haven have already felt his rage. 
The mode of warfare here practised is the most barbarous 
that conld be conceived ; whatever the enemy cannot carry 
off in their forays, is destroyed or burned. They cannot 
pcfflsibly triumph in the end. Their cruelty and inhumanity 
must sooner or later draw down upon their heads the ven- 
geance of heaven, and blast a Oovemment which authorizes 
these outrages. In fact, this conduct seems to be the con- 
eequenee or the effect of threats uttered by the peace 
commissioners who were sent hither last year. Finding their 
overtures rejected, they declared that as America was dis- 
posed to adhere to its alliance with England's natural enemy, 
the war would thenceforth be so conducted as to leave the 
country of little value to France. It were to be wished that 
France would retaliate by some expedition sent to burn the 
towns and villi^es on the English coast, a^ it is the league 
with ns which saddles these depredations on the Americans." 
It has become customaiy, in modem times, on the part 
of English writers especially, to represent these acta of bar- 
barity as trivial, or as commanded by cone i derations of pol- 
icy; and modem hiBtorianB habitually regard the complaints 
and imprecations of the Americans, as exaggerations ema- 
nating from those who have been specially unfortunate. 
Kalb*B indignation at the outrages perpetrated by the Eng- 
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Ksh on their expeditions of plnnder anfl devastation, is tlie 
best proof that the acts of rapine far exceeded the average 
of what was required or tolerated hj the warfare of the 
times. A French officer, who had assisted at the invasion of 
Germany under Ricbeliea and Sonbise in the Seven Years' 
War, had enjoyed opportnnitiea of witnessing the almost pro- 
verbial impositions and exactions of the French army, and 
was of all men the least likely to be squeamish in crnch mat- 
ters, so that the ordinary grade of destraction wonid hardly 
have attracted his attention. How far, then, most the brutali- 
ties of the English have gone, if even Kalb grows sentimen* 
tat in reciting them, and invokes the wrath of heavea upon 
their heads. 

"Yesterday," continues the same letter, "I was reconnoi- 
tring all day in the vicinity of my post, of course on foot; 
I muBt repeat the same operation forthwith, in order to be 
familiar with my position by dinner-time." "Though very 
tired, I have already returned from my excnrsion," be con- 
tinues at four o'clock of the same day, " and have just dined. 
The staff officers of my division were my guests. We were 
all very hungry, and did full justice to the mutton and beef 
which constituted the repast ; large ronnd crackers served as 
plates, in the abaence of any kind of crockery. The scene 
forcibly reminded me of the conquest of Italy by j£neas, 
and of the words of Ascanius, when they had reached the 
future site of Rome. There, too, hunger impelled them to 
devour the cakes upon which their food had been set before 
them, and recalled the oracle of the harpies, that they would 
not reach the end of their wanderings and toils, nor call 
Italy theirs, until they woald have eaten their tables with 
their meals. I have, unfortunately, no Ascaoius with me, 
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but I desire moHt ardently th&t my fate may be decided as 
Tas that of ^neas, that the iodepeodence of Aioerioa, like 
the coiK^uest of Italy, may dow be realized, and that, after 
we, too, have eaten oar tables, tbe close of onr warfare aod 
onr toils may be likewise approaching," 

" While we were still at table, a letter oame from General 
Washington, dated the I6tb of July from his beadqnarteni at 
New Windsor, in which I receive my share of compliments 
for the valor and good conduct of our troops, for my division 
was also represented at tbe assanlt on Stony Point of the 
previous evening. The letter pnt onr whole company into 
excellent humor, though of course we had been longer and 
better acquainted with all the details of tbe successful coup 
de main than the Genera! himself. I drank no mm as the 
others did, yet I was carried away by the same enthusiasm. 
I called Mr. Jacob, and told him to bring me a bottle of 
champagne. He stared at me in astonishment, saying ho 
had none. Then there must be some port wine at least ? 
" That is on the baggage wagons," answered Jacob. I 
apologized for my defective memory, and was sorry to have 
tantalized the company with delusive hopes ; but they were 
satisfied to take my good will for tbe deed. I promised all 
my guests to give them the best of champagne at Paris, and 
•hall be delighted to keep my word. 

"The taking of Stony Point forms an epoch in the history 
of the war of American Independence, because it was on this 
occasion that our troops first ventured to attack the intrench- 
mentsof the enemy, and because they displayed great bravery 
in doing so. The action lasted only twenty-five minutes. A 
hundred or a hundred and twenty of the British were killed 
or wounded, while we had thirtv killed and sixty wounded. I 
8* 
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mean to tell the tnith, in spite of wb&t the oewspapers will 
Bay about onr Iobssb, greatly exaggerating, of conrse, the 
nnmher of the fallen foe, and catting down our ovn casual- 
ties. Bnt I am unable to appreciate the subtlety of this 
Byetem of lies told by everybody and believed by no one, 
and prefer to comfort myself with the well-tried proverb, 
" On nefaii point tFomeiette, sans caster des m^s" Every 
cook knows that, and every officer knows that in assailing a 
post, when the garriBon have not fallen asleep, lives mast be 
lost. It is odd that in the two years I have been in service 
here, constantly with the army, the troops under my com* 
mand (and I have always had very strong divisions) have 
not taken part in any battle or engagement, and that I 
myself, bo to speak, have not seen a i^tin go off. Were I a 
braggart I might go on to say that since I have been with 
the army the enemy have had little succesG, and that they 
are afraid to attack us because they know I am here; bnt 
the coincidence is really singular," 

On the 2lBtof July Kalb, writing from Buttermilk Falls, 
two miles south of West Point, conolndes this report by 
Baying : " I marched my diviaioo hither yesterday ancl to-day, 
by way of Fort Montgomery. Our whole army has been 
concentrated here and in this neighborhood, on both banks 
of the river, since the day of Stony Point. The storming 
of that work seems to mortify the hostile general a good 
deal. He has come up to King's Ferry with a numerous 
fleet, and appears to have cannonaded Stony Point, when 
destroyed and evacuated by our forces. Be so good as to 
tell the Oomte de Broglie, that Lieutenant-colonel Flenry 
has earned great renown at the capture of that point. He 
took two Btand of o lore of the Seventeenth Regiment, and 
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it vas he who tore the English standard from the walls. I 
believe he will be permitted to keep the flag, as a special 
mark of distinction," 

Kalb remained at Buttermilk Falls daring the summer 
and antnmn, witboat meeting, in the conrae of these four 
months, with any memorable adventure. His division con- 
sisted of one regiment from Delaware and seven from Mary- 
land, and was divided into two brigades, of which the first, 
under Smallwood comprised the First, Third, Fifth, and 
Seventh Maryland Regiments, while tbo second, under Gist, 
was formed of the Second, Fourth, and Sixth Maryland and 
a Delaware Regiment. All the troops under Kalb'a orders 
then numbered 2,030.^' 

As the entire campaign of the year 1779 is marked only 
by the operations of the French and English fleets in the 
West India waters, and is characterized in other respects by 
the utter inaetivity of the opposing forces, so the American 
and English forces on the Hudson also confined themselves 
to mutual reconnoissances and observations. Washington 
turned the time to good auconnt by having liis troops 
instructed and reformed by Steuben, by fortifying West 
Point as well as the other points on the Hudson, and by 
making Clinton indisposed to operate against him there. 
This inaction made the service in the American camp not a 
whit the less latignlng and irksome. For weeks the army 
lay in the woods without their baggage. Often there was a 
scnrcity of the most needful articles, and Kalb relates that 
for a whole month he slept on the bare ground or in his 
camp-stool, without however impairing his health. It was 
only at the arrival of the Marquis de la Luzerne, the new 
French Ambassador, that every efibrt appears to have been 
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made at least momentarily to mantle the prevailiDg distress, 
and to dignify it with an air of Spartan simplioity. Kalb, 
Tbo had served with Lozeme tinder tJbe Dno de Broglie in 
the Seven Years' War, now, on the istb of September, 1770, 
rode eighteen miles to meet his old comrade in arms. On 
bis arrival at the camp be invited bim to dine with all the 
American generals, and afterward bore him company for 
twenty-eigbt miles on his jonmey back to Ffailadelpbia. 

Toward the fall Washington hoped to make an attempt 
npon New York, in concert with d'Eettung. The latter, 
hovfever, instead of going to New York at once, enfiered 
himself to be persuaded by Lincoln to storm Savannah, and, 
after being repulsed by the English, tnmed back his ships 
partly to France, and partly to the West Indies. 

This awkward mancenvre once more disconcerted Wash* 
ingtoo's favorite project of a descent ujion New York, where 
Clinton had collected all his forces, prepared to give him a 
warm reception. Washington now resolved to give np all 
further offensive movements for that season, and to go into 
winter-quarters. For this purpose he formed bis army into 
two divisions, one of which, nnder Heath, was to defend the 
Highlands, while the other, with whom he had his head- 
quarters, withdrew to Morristown in New Jersey. Kalb 
belonged to the latter body. He marched from Bottermilk 
Falls, after all the other generals, on the 2eth of November, 
and reached his destination after a toilsome march of six days. 

These winter-quarters at Moniatown have not acquired 
the same gloomy historic renown as those of two years pre- 
vious at Valley Forge ; but in reality tbey were attended 
with even greater sufferings. True, the existence of the 
army bad ceafled to be in question. The troops had achieved 
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some BucceBBefi, bad learned to regard themselveB as a united 
v^hole, and had become better dUciplined and consolidated ; 
but the bardBbips of tbe soldier were greater than they had 
ever been. The nnuBoallf severe winter, whtob lasted from 
the end of November till April, and even made the ice of 
New York bay passable for heavy ordnance as &r as Staten 
Island, made it imposBible to bring up the DecesBary supplies. 
The commissarf department had neither money nor credit ; 
the most indispensable articles of clothing, snob as blankets 
and overcoats, were wanting, and the troops were on half 
and quarter rations for weeks. Moreover, in the absence of 
gold and silver, the paper issue steadily increased in quantity, 
and of course sank in value. This depreciation was aggra- 
vated by a &lse move of Congress, in giving it artificial cur- 
rency, and making it a legal tender at its nominal value. 
An nnparalleled rise in the price of all the necessaries of life 
immediately ensued. In October, 1779, twenty dollara in 
paper had been equivalent to one dollar in specie ; in April, 
1780, the proportion was forty to one. The army being pwd 
in paper at its nominal valne, it is easy to form an idea of 
the distress prevailing among officerH and privates. "Dio 
annual salary of a major-general, which nominally amounted 
to two thousand dollars, was really little more than fifty 
dollars. 

Under these circumstances, with the exception of little 
foraging expeditions, an enterprise against the enemy, or 
indeed any movement in the open field, was not to bo 
thought of. All that Kalb could do consisted in drilling his 
division when the weather permitted, and in reforming them 
upon the plan dictated by Steuben, as InspectoMjeneral. 
On tbe other hand, nothing is better adapted to aSbrd an 
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impartial view of the ctoidition of the camp, and of Ealb's 
personal aSum, than the deecription of himself and Mb snr- 
roundingB found in the letters then addressed to his wife and 
European fiiends. We take the liberty of compreasiDg 
several of them into a single sketch." 

"My division," he writes in December, 1779, "left West 
Point on the Sath of November. Onr march lasted six days, 
and traversed a country almost entirely unpeopled ; it proved 
fatal to many of the soldiers, in consequence of the cold, the 
bad weather, the horrid roads, the necessity of spending the 
night in the open air, and our wfoit of protection against 
snow and rain. We are here going into wiDter-quarters in 
the woods, as usuaL Since the beginning of this month we 
have been busy putting up onr shanties. But the severe 
frost greatly retards our work, and does not even permit us 
to complete our chimneys. Winter has set in fiercely ever 
since the end of November. In any other country onr 
repose at this place would bear the name of an ardaons cam- 
pEugn ; it is really worse. It may truly be said that a for- 
eign officer, who has served in America as long as I have, 
under such adversities, must be dther inspired with bonnd- 
less enthusiasm for the liberties of the country, or possessed 
by the demons of fame and ambition, or impelled by an 
extraordinary zeal fbr the common cause of the king and bis 
confederates. I knew, before I came, that I should have to 
pnt up with more than usual toils and privations, but I had 
no idea of their true extent An iron constitution like mine 
is required to bear up under this sort of usage, 

" It is so cold,*' he continues in February, " that the ink 
freezes in my pen, while I am sitting close by the fire. The 
roads are piled with snow until, at some places, they are 
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elevated twelve feet above their ordinary leveL The present 
winter is especially remarkable for its nniDterrnpted and 
unvarying cold. The ice in the rivers is ai feet thick. 
Since this part of America has been settled by European^ 
the North River at New York, where it is a mile and a half 
wide near its month, and subject to the ebb and flow of a 
strong tide, has not been frozen over 80 fest as to be pass- 
able by wagons. Unfortunately our camp will suffer even 
more from the thaw than from the frost, for it is but too 
much exposed to inundation. Thi^e who have only been in 
Valley Forge and Middlebrook during the last two winters, 
bnt have not tasted the oruelties.of this oue, know not what 
it is to suffer. 

" The times are growing worse from hour to hoar. The 
dearth of the necessaries of life is almost incredible, and 
increases from day to day. A hat costs four hundred dot 
lars, a pair of boots the same, and eveiything else in pro- 
portion. The other day I was disposed to buy a pretty good 
borse. A price was asked which my pay for ten years 
would not have covered. Of course I did not lake it, and 
shall try to get along with my other horses. Aloney scattera 
like ohaff before the wind, and expenses almost double from 
one day to the next, while income, of course, remains sta- 
tionary, I have reduced my servants to the smallest number 
possible, which involves no great self-denial, as almost all 
servants are lazy, addicted to drink, and unreliable. The 
barber's comjrensaiion would at present consume all my pay; 
I have, therefore, made up my mind to shave mynelf. Being 
entirely in rage, I shall go to Philadelphia as soon as I can, 
to purchase new clothes, especially linen. The Am 
officers I^ave this advantage of us foreigners, that they c 
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go home on furlough, and there recruit and re€qaip tfaem- 
selves. Beaidea, they are asBuited by their reBpective States 
with additiosal pay, with unifonns, and with such proTisions 
as Congress does not fnmisb, such as tea, sngar, coffee, and 
chocolate. The foreign officers have none of these little, bat 
aoooptable privileges, and are, moreover, compelled to pay 
with six dollars what an American buys for one." 

In order to ezhanst this very serious matter once for all, 
we here anticipate our recital by a few months, and insert an 
extract from a letter written by Kalb on the 29th of May, 
1780, to his friend Holtzendorff, from Petersbui^, Virginia, 
when on his march to the South. "Provisions and other 
articles," he says, "are growing dearer and dearer, being 
now double what they were a year ago, even if paid in gold, 
one dollar of which is now equal to sixty dollara in paper. 
My march coats me enormous sums. I cannot travel with 
my equipage, and am therefore compelled to resort to inns. 
My six months' earnings will scarce defray the most indis- 
pensable outlay of a single day. Not long since I was com- 
pelled to take a night's lodging at a private house. For a 
bad supper and grog for myself, my three companions, and 
three servants, I was charged, on going off without a break- 
fast next day, the sum of eight hundred and fifty dollars. 
The lady of the house poUtely added that she had charged 
nothing for the robms, and would leave the compensation for 
them to my discretion, although three or four hundred 
dollars would not be too much for the inconvenience to 
which she had been put by myself and my followers. And 
these are the people who talk about sacrificing their all in 
the cause of liberty! Everything else is in proportion to 
these figures ; an ordinary horse is worth $20,000, I say 
twenty thousand dollars 1 " 
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Etch more annoyiog than this disproportion was the re- 
volting chnrlishnesa often practised by the native officers to 
their comrades Arom abroad, in the distribntion of the State 
subsidies above mentioned. A Bt«ry of this kind preserved by 
Steuben, places the grievance of Kalb in the most striking 
light." At the very time that the latter commanded the 
Maryland division, the government of that State sent a Block 
of coffee, cognac, tea, and sugar, articles then entirely out of 
the market, and therefore doubly prized by the officers. 
When the box arrived, General Smallwood, a brigadier-gen- 
eral, and as such Kalb's subordinate, placed a watch over 
the supplies, with orders to allow no part of the contents to go 
into the hands of General Kalb, bis superior, on the ground 
that one who was not a Marylander had no title to a share ! 

It is usually said, and with truth, that the service of 
princes is hard, but, judging by this specimen, European 
officers must have found the service of liberty, with such 
comrades, a good deal harder. 

At the desire of General Washington, Kalb postponed bis 
trip to Philadelphia to the setting in of the thaw, as there 
was but one major-general in camp besides himself, and as 
an attack upon the Americnn posts, over the ice-bound rivers 
and bays, might be expected at any moment. The utmost 
vigilance was the more desirable, as the English, particularly 
in the month of January, had made a number of incursions, 
from Staten Island, over the ice of the Kill van Kull, into 
Elizabethtown and Newark, both of which were undefended, 
and as this war of outposts was almost disastrous to the 
American troops. To prevent the recurrence of these mis- 
haps Washington, on the 27tb of January, 1780, appointed 
General St. Cl^ to the chief command of a corps of two 
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tfaouBand men etationed there to repel the advaDce of the ene- 
my." This general vas expected not only to defend the 
camp and the beadqaartere at MorriBtown against attack, 
lo cover the country bordering on the enemy's lines, and to 
snpprePB all traffic with the city of New York, bnt also to as- 
certain the position and the posts of the enemy alung the 
coast of New Jersey and Staten Island, and in short to insure 
the safety of the American army. The task was equally re- 
spoDSible and difficult, and was well and effioiently performed 
by General St. Clair. This officer having received a fnrloagh, 
Kalh received the command of this corps io his stead, on the 
29th of February, 1780. On the let of March he repaired 
to the lines. Daring the entire month, amid cold, snow, and 
thaw, he had the hardest duty to perform, in visiting an ex- 
tended line of posts, recouoitring bis positions, supervising 
the troops, and inspecting, by turns, every important point 
of the line. He was all day in the saddle, and moved his 
quarters back and forth between Amboy, Elizabetbtown, 
Newark, Springfield, Westfield, and Scotch Plains, and every 
point possibly threatened by the English forces. 

When the I'rost broke up in the month of March, another 
line of tactics was required. Kalb was anxious to guard his 
position against attacks by water, for which purpose he in- 
creased the nnmber of his watch boats, and, on the 20th of 
March, wrote to Washington, as well as to General Greene, 
the quartermaster-general, to procure the requisite number 
of boats. 

" " I have received your &vor of yesterday," Washington 
writes from headquarters, Morristown, March 21, 1780, "en- 
closing a letter for General Greene, which I shall not deliver 
to him, aa I know he has not at present the means of building 
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the boats yon meDtioD. I would therefore recommend to 
you to put out the best of those, which you may Gud in the 
several rivers, for the purpose of guard-boats. Upon refer- 
ring to, and considering your former letter upon this subject, 
I am of opinion that the stations which you then pointed 
ont will be dangerous, ao far as they respect the distance be- 
tween Elizabethtown and Amboy, the Sound there being so 
exceedingly narrow, that a boat pushed suddenly from the 
opposite shore in the night would more than probably take 
oars. Besides, I do not think we are to look for a de- 
scent in any considerable force from that quarter. The ene- 
my have generally hitherto embarked either at Long Island 
or upon the fiirtber side of Staten Island, and have come 
through the Kills and across Newark Bay, thereby avoiding 
all discovery from this shore, which they would be subject 
to anywhere between Elizabethtown and Amboy. Newark 
Bay is, thereibre, in my opinion, the proper and the safe 
place for your guard-boats to ply. It is of considerable ex- 
tent, and a fleet of Iroats may be discovered either by their 
working or by sight some time before their approach. We 
have foand, on repeated experiments, that the inhabitants will 
not remove their stock until themoment of danger; indeed, at 
this season they have no places to send them where they can 
be supplied with food, I would therefore have you give as 
general information as in your power, that an incursion of 
the enemy may be expected, and recommend to the people to 
drive back their stock upon the first communication of an 
alarm. I do not think it probable that the enemy will put 
their designs, if they have any, into execution while our Com- 
missioners toe sitting at Amboy. I mention this as a matter 
of opinion only, and would not wish you to relax your vigi- 
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laDoe on that account. Yon will, no doubt, have the signal! 
in the uttermost state of preparation, and keep a small party 
stationed with alarm gone below Chatham." 

After the receipt of this missive onr hero remained in 
command of the lines for about a fortnight longer. As both 
parties refrained from acta of hostility during this period, the 
question remained undecided whether Washington's or Kalb's 
was the better opinion. On the 3d of April Ealb was relieved 
trom this duty, and ordered to return to the main army, 
and march his ^vision to the support of General Lincoln, 
who commanded at Charleston. He arrived in Morristown 
on the 4th of April, and Lett on the 5th for Philadelphia, 
where, however, he arrived only afler a wearisome journey of 
three days, to enter, without delay, upon the preparations for 
his Southern expedition. 
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rriHE South, wMther we are now to follow the steps of our 

hero, had been but sparingly and exceptionally drawn into 

the sphere of British operations during the first years of the 
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war, partly beoanse tbey had not sufficleDtly appreciated itf 
importance even in reference to Northern movements, and 
partly because their forces had been too small to admit of 
dirision. After the flight of the Royal Governors from Vir. 
ginia and the Oarolinaa at the close of the year 1775, the 
English Admiral Parter, in Jane 1776, endeavored to retake 
Charleston, and gain a foothold in South Carolina ; his re- 
pulse by Moultrie led the British generals to abandon all further 
attempts to repossess themselves of those provinces. After 
this the South was left to its fate for upward of two years, 
the war in the North occupying the undivided attention of 
the royal army and navy. It was late in 1776 before Colo- 
nel Campbell succeeded in making himself master of the im- 
portant town of Savannah, where he was shortly reenforccd 
and superseded in command by General Prevost, who had 
hitherto directed operations in Florida. Clinton immediately 
sent Lord Comwallla to Savannah, with what few troops 
conld be spared in the North, to bring back Georgia to the 
allegiance to the crown; but Cornwallis was compelled by 
stress of weather to return, with great loss, and without 
having accomplished his purpose. In the autumn of 1779 
the French Admiral, Conut d'Estaing, on his retnm from the 
West Indies, undertook to reduce Savannah, but lost too 
much time in fruitless negotiations, and was compelled to 
retire after an nnsncceseful assault on the 9th of October, 
which was the occasion of the fall of the Polish Count Pulas- 
ki, on the Fran CO -American side. 

This piece of good fortune on the part of the English at 
once altered the entire aspect of affairs in America, and gave 
them time and opportunity to recover, llie French fleet 
separated, a part returning home and the remainder being 
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distributed betweea ttie barbore of Martinique and 6ii»- 
deloupe, aod Washington, deprived of d'Eataing'a support, 
conid not execute his projected movement against New 
Yorlc. Clinton now began to understaiid the importance of 
the Southern provinces, and the necessity ofholding them to 
the success of a campaign iu the North. Congress having no 
money to give the French and Spaniai-ds for munitions of 
war, cannon, uniforms, and medicines, was obliged to pay 
for them in productions such as indigo, rice, tobacco, and 
turpentine, which were grown in the Southern colonies, and 
exported from Charleston and Savannah. The lirsc thing to 
be done, therefore, was to take and occupy Charleston before 
the setting in of the summer heats, and to control South 
Carolina by means of its port, as Geoi^ia was controlled by 
the poBsesBion of Savannah. Under these circumstances 
Clinton had made up his mind to undertake an expedition in 
tbe midst of winter ; and he himself set sail from New York 
with seven thousand men on the 20th of December, 1779. 
After a voyage of six weeks the fleet reached Savannah, and 
then sailed np the coast to the islands southwest of Charles- 
ton, where the troo]Ht disembarked the 10th and 11th of 
February, 1780. On the 29tb of March they crossed the 
Ashley River about fourteen miles above the city, and opened 
the siege on the 1st of April, which ended on the 12th of 
May iu the surrender of the town by General Lincoln. 

Washington had uo sooner seen the danger impending 
over the latter, than he I ad made every effort to reenforce 
him. Though he could hardly spare any troops himself, as 
early as the 12th of Deoemher, 1779, before even Clinton 
had left New York, he ordered the Virginia line" to march 
south immediately and unite with Lincoln, who was of 
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course left in the lurch by the State militia. "Oar Bafety," 
Dncoln writen repeatedly to John Laurens fi-om CharleB- 
town," ''depends on the seasonable arrival of snch reenforce* 
menta as will oblige bim (tbe enemy) to raise the siege." 
Want of the most aecesaary articles of apparel and of trans- 
portation detained the 737 regulars of Virginia at Petere- 
bni^ till the beginning of March; when, however, they 
travelled a distance of five hundred and five English miles 
by forced marches in thirty days, and on the 7tli of April, 
1780, reached Charleston," invested by the enemy a week 
before. In addition to these troops Washington sent Lini-oln 
an eminent engineer officer in the person of General Dnpor- 
tail (who, in 1791, became French miniater of war), recom- 
mendtng him as a most reliable adviser in all emergencies ; 
but Duportail also, without any fault of his, reached Charles- 
ton only on the 25tfa of April, and tbund the position unteo- 
able, if not unexpectedly relieved by a strong force." When 
it is considered that in those days it required four weeks to 
communicate between CharleHton and New York, it is easily 
seen that upon receiving news of this character, dated in 
February, at the beginning of April, Washington might still 
believe in the possibility of rescuing Charleston by a pow- 
er^l body of troops. When, therefore, at the end of March 
he heard of additional shipments of English troops going on 
at New York, he took immediate steps to have the Maryland 
and Delaware division in readiness to march to the further 
support of Lincoln. 

" Something should be hazarded here," Washington writes 
on April 2, 1780, from Morrlstown to the President," "rely- 
ing on the internal strength of the country, for the purpose 
of giving further succor to the Southern States, where there 
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is not the same dependence. I shall therefore put the Ma- 
ryland line, and the Delaware regiment, which acts with it, 
under marching orders immediately, and have directed pro- 
visionB to be made for transporting them aa far as Philadel- 
phia ; and I propose that their march, if practicable, sbonld 
commence on the Bailing of the detachment from New York. 
But before the measure is carried into execution, I shall be 
happy to know the sense of Congress on its expediency. 
The oonseqaences may be very important either way, and I 
wish to have their instructions for my government. 

" In case the detachment is to march, its ulterior proceed- 
ings and route fruni Philadelphia will depend on the orders 
which Congress, or the Board of War, by their directions, 
shall give; for it is impossible for me, under our circum* 
stances, to give directions upon this occasion. Tlie quarter- 
master and commissary -general are both in Philadelphia, and 
will exert themselves, I am persuaded, to carry into execu- 
tion any plan for the transportation and accommodation of 
the troops that may be judged most eligible, aa fer as it may 
be in their power. Baron de Kalh, who is now at the bead 
of the Maryland division, will command the detachment in 
case it proceeds, and will set out to-morrow or the next day 
for I^iladelphia to assist and expedite the arrangements for 
its future movements. If the troops could embark without 
delay at the Head of Elk, and arrive safe in James River, it 
would not only he a great ease to them, but it would expe- 
dite their an-ival at the southward, and prevent many deser- 
tions, which will probably happen if they maroh throngh 
their State. But how &ir this mode of proceeding may be 
eligible, I will not pretend to determine, aa the enemy, in case 
they should be advised of it, which every precaution of se- 
9 
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crecy would be necessary to prevent, might, by sending 
armed vessels into the bay, attempt to intereept them in 
tbeir passage. Major Lee's oorps is nnder marching orders 
for the southward, of which I have advised the Board of 
War, and the commanding officer is directed to proceed with 
it as Boon as he adjusts them with the proper arrangements." 

As was mentioned at the close of the preceding chapter, 
Kalb had returned to headquarters two days after the date 
of the letter just quoted, by order of the commander-in- 
chief, in order to proceed to Philadelphia as speedily as pos- 
sible for the arrangemeDt of his private afiairs. Washing- 
ton's letter of the 4th of April induced him to hasten hia 
departure, and set out on the following day. 

" I have, in consequence of the opinion of the last council 
of war," Washington writes to Kalb on April 4, 1780, from 
Morristown,** ''left it with Congress finally to determine 
upon the march of the Maryland division to the sonthward. 
That no time may be lost in the transportation of the troops, 
should Congress agree in sentiment with the council, I am to 
desire you to proceed immediately to Philadelphia ; and if 
you find, upon your arrival there, that the troops are to 
move, concert with the Board of War and the commissary 
and quartermaster-general the necessary arrangements for 
their provision and accommodation. But should it be de- 
termined that the march of the body of men alluded to is at 
this time either inexpedient or unnecessary, you will be 
pleased, after completing your private business, to return to 
your command in the army. If you proceed to the south- 
ward, I wish you a safe and expeditions mareh, and every 
success that you can possibly desire," 

On Kalb's arrival at Philadelphia on the 8th of April, 
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he found that Congress had already decided to accept Waah- 
ington'B sQggestion. He therefore remaiaed where he was, 
and engaged in the preparations necessary for the maroh of 
his troops. 

" Id conseqnence of the detachment the enemy are now 
mating," Washington writes to Lincoln, April 15, 1780, 
** it has been determined to march the Maryland division of 
about 2,000 men to yonr msistance ; bat oar sitaation here 
will not permit it to move before it is certain the enemy's 
detachment has sailed. Baron de Kalb will command this 
division. This reenforcement, in all probability, will be too 
late to have any inSnence npon the fall of Charleston ; bat 
if that sbonld fall, it may serve to check the progress of the 
British troops, and prevent their getting entire poBsession of 
the State. If they succeed against Charleston, there is much 
reason to be'ieve the Sonthem States will become the prin- 
cipal theatre of the war." 

It having been ascertained that the hostile detachment 
bad sailed from New Tork on the 7th of April, the Mary- 
land division broke their camp at Morristown on the 16th, 
and marched, in the first instance, to Philadelphia." Here 
Kalb superintended their equipment, and sent the infantry, 
numbering about 1,400 men, to Head of Elk (now Elkton), 
the northeinmost point of Chesapeake Bay, where they em- 
barked on the 3d of May for Petersburg, Virginia, while the 
artillery, with the baggage and ammunition, proceeded south 
by land. 

" The providing the troops under my command," Kalb 
cays in a letter to Washington from Philadelphia, on May 
12, 1780, "with every necessary for their march, ha^ been 
attended with many diiSculties and delays wbich it was not 
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JD mj power to remove as soon as I ooald hare wislied ; and, 
therefore, I was not able to give a tatisfactory accoant to 
your Exccllenoy before now. 

" The Board of War have fixed upon Richmond as the 
place of rendezTooe for the whol& The two brigades em- 
barked at the Head of Elk, the artillery, ammDiiition, and 
baggage proceeded by land. I shall set oat to-morrow 
nioming. I shoiild have done it many days ago had I not 
been detained by the Board of War and of the Treasury. 
I should have been happy to see the Marquis de Lafayette, 
but would not lose a moment in going on. 

" From Richmond I will write to your Exiiellency the 
situation of the troops, the number of recruits joined un the 
march, and the measures I shall take to march with most 
expedition." 

Kalb himself left Philadelphia the following dny, May 
13th, was detained two days at Anuapolis, waiting for mon- 
eys to be paid by the treasurer of the State of Maryland, and 
arrived at Richmond on the 22d. Finding that Governor 
Jefferson had removed the rendezvous of the troops twenty- 
three miles southward to Petersburg, Kalb went there on the 
next day. Here the last transports of his division had just 
arrived, and be was kept busy night and day, contending 
with innumerable difficulties, and obliged to deny himself 
all rest until the troops could be hurried into marching 
order, 

"How gladly," writes Kalb from Petersburg, May 29, 
to his wife and his friend Holtzendorff, •' would I have tai^ 
ried a few days in Philadelphia, to await the arrival of the 
Marquis de Lafayette, announced in your last letters. I bad 
hundreds and hundreds of questions to ask him, and would 
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have been glad to have chatted with him for some hours ; 
but it was impossible to postpooe my departure erea a sin- 
gle day, as my troops were already on the march for this 
place, and as the fate of Charleston evidently depends upon 
the Buocor to be brought by me. It is to be hoped that I 
shall come in time, but I cannot be there before the end of 
June. Everything seems to have conspired against me and 
the interests of the service. Come what may, however, I will 
not have the blame of any delay laid at my door. ' I have 
under my orders the troops of Maryland and Delaware, Lee'a 
corps, and a regiment of artillery with twelve pieces. I have 
been promised further reiinforcements of militia from Virginia 
and yorth Carolina ; but such is the dilatory manner in which 
all things are done here, that I cannot depend upon them, 
much less wait for them. To-morrow and next day my 
troop!>, divided into three brigades, will take np their line 
of march, provided always the long-promised wagons are 
forthcoming. In spite of the haste with which I shall move, 
it is very possible that the fate of Charleston will have been 
decided before my arrival. For, although the city has long 
been threatened with a siege, and the enemy was in close 
proximity for a long time before he could complete the in- 
vestment, although, therefore, there was the largest abun- 
dance of time to sto<:k it with supplies, yet I fear this essen- 
tial matter has been entirely o\'erIooked, or has received the 
necessary attention only when it was too late." 

The State of Virginia did not furnish the promised wagons, 
or left them unprovided longer than had been represented. 
Suffolk County bound itself for forty wagons, and Richmond 
for twelve, while the remainder, were to be procured in 
Petersburg. June arrived, however, before a few of the 
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wagons cftme straggling in. For this reason Kalb oonld uot 
despatch the first brigade of his little corps before the first of 
June. The other wagons came bo sparingly, that he loaded 
those he had with the tents, and ordered the soldiers, not- 
withstanding the heat of the season, to carry their own hag- 
gi^e, and, to save fiirther parley, started the second brigade 
on the sixth of June, while he brought up the rear with the 
third on the 8th. He took the route by way of Taylor's 
Ferry to Hillsborough and Salisbury. 

" I meet with no support, no integrity, and no virtne in 
the State of Virginia," Kalb writes aboat this time to his 
friend Dr. Phyle, of Philadelphia, " and place my sole reliance 
on the French fleet and army, which are coming to onr r^ 
lief. For my part, I expect a most toilsome campaign, having 
been detiuned much too long by the non-arrival of my 
w^oD&" " Before setting ont for the South, Kalb received 
the confirmation of his fears respecting the &te of Charleston. 
The modtficatioDB in his plans wbicb this sad event made 
necessary, are explained in the following letter to the Board 
of War from Petersburg, June 6, 1780: 

" I am this moment informed by Major Jamison," he writes, 
" who arrived from Georgetown, South Carolina, that Charles- 
ton capitulated on the 12th May, our garrison prisoners of 
war, the enemy advancing this side Georgetown, their forces 
in that quarter unknown, but that their army under Gen. 
Clinton was with a late retinforoement he received abont 12,- 
000. No certainty where Gov. Rntledge is with the troops 
noder bis command, and have sent orders to the first brigade 
and artillery to halt where tbey are until I shall join with the 
second brigade. I suppose my letters mil find them not &r 
from Salisbury. There I will consider what steps to take, if a 
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junctioQ with Gov, Rutledge may be expected, and whether 
there will be any prospect of obtaining militia from VirginiA 
and North Carolina; but even then the enemy will be BtJU 
vastly superior in number. I am determined to be on the 
defensive until reinforcement, and further orders and dlreo 
tions either from your Board, Congress, or the Commander- 
in-chief. By Major Jamison I also understand that CoL 
Armand's corps is in Wilmington. The State artillery of Yir- 
ginia moved from this place twenty-eight days ago by the 
same road I am mirehing ; they are supposed to be actually 
about Camden or with Gov. Rutledge." • 

While the fall of Charleston had frustrated the main object 
of Kalb's mission, it by no means superseded the aeoesuty of 
his march South ; on the contrary, the case had been foreseen 
and provided for by his instructions. As yet the enemy had 
not gfuned a footing anywhere in North or South Carolina, 
outside of Charleston, It was important to form a strong 
nudeuB for the militia, to encourage and organize the Whigs, 
to repress the Tories, to harass the enemy in his contemplated 
advance, to out off bis supplies, and to injure him in every 
poBuble way. The State of Virginia, unarmed and helpless as 
. it was, now awoke to its own interest sufSciently to do all in 
its power" toward facilitating Kalb's movements, and send* 
ing out his oorps to the defence of the State fh>ntier ; but, in 
consequence of the utter want of means, all the preparations 
made and assiHtance rendered were so meagre, so far below 
the most moderate estimates and expectations, that Kalb's 
advance was of the very slowest. It was not before the 20th 
of June that he reached the boundary of North Carolina, 
His first letter from this State is dated at Goshen, Grenville 
Connty, tbe 2lst of June, and is addressed to his wife," 
• Literal Copy. 
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" Here I am at last," he Bsys, " conBiderably sooth, snar- 
ing from intolerable heat, the worst ofquartei's, and the most 
voracions of inBectB of every hue and form. The most disa- 
greeable of the latter is what is commonly called the tick, a 
kind of strong black flea, which makes its way under the skin, 
and by its bite produces the most painfiil irritation and in- 
flammation, which lasts a number of days. My whole body is 
covered With these stings. I do not yet know whether the 
strength and the movements of the enemy, and the dlfficnlty 
of feeding my little army, will permit me to advance two 
hundred miles further to the borders of this State. I have 
ordered several detachments to rendezvous to-morrow thirty- 
three miles from here, if a violent storm does not prevent us 
from effecting a junction. Of the violence of tfannderstorma 
in this part of the world Europeans cannot form any idea." 

The further southward the little corps penetrated, the 
more difficult the march became. With every mile travelled 
the supply of provisions and transportation diminished. At 
Hillsborough Kalb was compelled to lie idle a number of 
days, to give lus exhausted soldiers an opportunity to rest 
and refresh themselves as far as posdble. He was in hopes, 
also, of meeting at this place the promised miUtia of Virginia 
and North Carolina ; bat the number that arrived was oom 
paratively trifling. Hence he marched on in a southwesterly 
direction to Greenborough, until, on the 6th of July, he 
reached Wilcox's Iron Works, on Deep River, where be was 
again brought to a holt by want of provisions. 

" Since last giving you some account of myself at 
Goshen," says Kalb, writing to his wife on the Hh of July 
from his camp on Deep River," " I have had to make most 
fatiguing marches, endure much heat, and overcome great 
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difficulties; but am etill far from the end. It is even possible 
that after having reached the goal assigned myself, I shall be 
compelled to retreat without striking a blow, for want of pro- 
visions. What a difference between warfare in this conn- 
try and in Europe 1 They who do not know the former, 
know not what it is to contend against obstacles. I would 
fain be rid of my command, than which there can be noth- 
ing more annoying or difficnlt. My present position 
makes me doubly ansions to return to you as soon as pos- 



Tbe State of North Caroltoa had not made the sligbtest 
arrangements for the subsistence of the Union troops, but 
devoted its attention exclnstrely to its own militia, many of 
whom, being of royalist sentiments, had to be forced into 
the service. Kalb's requieitions and remonstrances had no 
effect whatever upon the State executive. He was thus com- 
pelled to send out foraging parties, under diecreet officers, 
to collect provisions at a season when very few harvests are 
garnered. A considerable part of the population were liv- 
ing upon the remnants of the last corn crop, and the next, 
though very promiBing, had not yet ripened. Hence, in 
spite of the most stringent orders to take but a part of the 
contents of each granary, many a farmer snfiered severely. 
In this precarious condition the army continued for several 
days ; but as the stock of provisions in the vicinity of the 
camp was speedily exhausted, the alternative presented itself 
of either procuring them from a greater distance, or march- 
ing to where they were more plentiful. The former was im- 
practicable, as Kalb was totally without transportation ; he 
concluded, therefore, to resort to the latter expedient, after 
having first enlarged the beat of his for aging parties, directed 
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a little mugaane to be erected at Cox (or Wilcox's) Milla, 
and encamped in the neighborhood of BafTalo Ford. 

But all this was far from snffioient to provide the indisL 
pensable necessaries for hie troops; the little meat that conld 
be provided was of ball'-stsrved cattle collected from the 
voods and bashes where it had wintered. Inactivity, bad 
nourishment, and the difficulty of preserving discipline, bare 
often proved tUtal to troops, where no immediate danger is 
apprehended, and have been the min of entire armies ; but 
in this instance the assiduity of the officers, and the patience 
and fortitude of the rank and file, upheld the order and har- 
mony of the command, and even the ardor of the individnal 
soldier." 

Kalb did not fail to report his condition to Congress, and 
to reiterate his solicitations with the executive of North 
Carolina. He had been amused with promigea of abundant 
supplies, and of a strong reSnforcement of N'orth Carolina 
militia, which had then taken the field under the command 
of Major-General Caswell. But the supplies never came, 
and the commander of the militia, who tliirsted for personal 
distinction, employed his men in little expeditions against 
the seditious or discontented inhabitants, who had taken 
rettige in the woods, swamps, and bushes, to escape from the 
service of their country. 

Kalb vainly requested General Caswell to join him, and 
found it useless to wait longer for BupplieB for his troops in a 
country where everything was being destroyed by the ma- 
rauding militia. He hesitated, therefore, whether to dis- 
credit Caswell's lamentations about scarcity of provisions, 
and form a junction with him, or to march higher np into the 
country, and endeavor to gain the fertile shores of the Tad- 
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kit). Befora coming to a decision tie was notified of the 
speedy arrival of General Gates, who, immediately after the 
intelligence of the surrender of Charleston, bad heen ap- 
pointed hy Congress to sncceed Lincoln as commaDder-in- 
ohief of the Sonthem army.'" 

Id October, 1111, General Gates, as is well known, had 
oaptnred the English general, Bargoyne, with his whole 
army, by which brilliant success, not so mach his own merit 
as that of his pi-edeoessor, General Schuyler, he had suddenly 
achieved a wide-spread reputation. In consequence of this 
decisive victory he was regarded by the masses, who always 
judge by results, as one of the greatest generals, and looked 
upon himcelf as a military genius. Hairbrained, haughty, 
and conceited as he was, he ranked himself above Washing- 
ton and intrigued against hini, imbued other coxcombs and 
intriguers with an exalted idea of his merits and services, 
and even had a powerful party in Congress. Lincoln being 
a prisoner, it was the more important to appoint an imme- 
diate successor, as a new army could not be sent to the 
South. Kalb had bad no opportunity of distinguishing him- 
8el£ He was rarely seen at the capital, took no trouble to 
obtain influential friends or patrons, and therefore, although 
his great esperience and cool cir;:umapection would have 
fitted him admirably for the leadership in that part of the 
scene of war, he was rarely or never mentioned as a candi- 
date for the succession to this highly-responsible post. Be- 
sides, there was, in the person of General Greene, an officer 
of older rank and higher merit, who had the first claims to 
this diatinotion, and who was the choice of Washington for 
the position. But Congress had no sooner heard of the fall 
of Charleston, with almost unbecoming haste, and without 
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VMting for the proposals of the oomniander-in-chiefi or tak- 
ing his opinion, they, on tlie i:Uh of June, 1780, appointed 
Gates to lead the Army of the Soath. It van Buppoeed that 
the mere name of the conqueror of Saratoga would raise the 
drooping epirits, and that one eo Buccecsfnl as Gates could 
not but prove a match for Lord Comwallis. Gates was on 
bis plantation in Virginia when he recei^'ed the news of his 
appointment. He accepted it with thanks, and at once has- 
tened South, in the confident hope of achieving new tri* 
nmphs, and finishing the war at a blow. " Take care," cried 
hiH old friend and fellow-intrigner, Charles Lee, at parting, 
*' lest your Northern laurels turn to Southern willows." '" 
But Gates did not take care. 

Kalb received the announcement of his appointment, 
through Gates himself, ou the 13th of July, at his camp on 
Deep River. We have seen by the letter to his wife above 
quoted, that under the circumstances in promptly and cheer- 
fully surrendering the chief command into the hands of the 
new-comer, he acted not so much from a sense of resignation 
or self-denial, as with a feeling of indescribable relief from 
almost insupportable responsibilities. Honor and renown 
were not to be acquired in North Carolina ; of this Kalb had 
]ong become convinced. Nothing was to be done except to 
evade the hostile forces, to avoid a decisive engagement, and, 
as far aa possible, to amuse the enemy for months to oome, 
while waiting for snpports in way of troops, ammunitjon, and 
provisions ; and eveu theu the small number of troops and 
the ill discipline of the militia made success highly question- 
able. 

" I am happy by your arrival," Kalb wr es July 16, 1780, 
from bis camp on the Deep River to Gates,* " for I have slrug- 
• literal copy. 
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gled with a good maa^ difficulties for provisioDS ever since I 
arrived in this State ; and altho' I have pat the troops on abort 
allowaDce for bread, we oannot get even that ; do flour laid in, 
and DO disposition made for any but what I have done by 
military authority ; no asustance from the legislative or exec- 
utive power ; and the greatest unwillingneas in the people to 
part with anything. Of all this I will give you a more par- 
ticular account at your arrival. The design I had to move 
nearer the enemy to drive them from Pedee River, a plentiful 
country, has been defeated by the impossibility of subsisting 
on the road, and no immediate supplies to be depended on in 
the first instance after a difficult march. 

" Z will prepare exact returns towards the time I shall havt) 
the pleasure of seeing you, of the regular troops of the de- 
partment, but I could hardly depend on any bat the Maryland 
and Delaware regiments of my division, with a small number 
of artillerymen and Col. Armand's legion, and all those very 
much reduced by sickness, discharges, and desertion. This 
induced me to leave three pieces of artillery at Roanoke River 
and to send some six to Hillsborough, having kept eight, 
which I thought sufficient for so small an army. 

"I am to move towards Coxe*s Mill higher up on Deep 
River, where I am to be joined by the North Carolina militia 
under Major-general Caswell, of about 1,200. The Virginia 
militia are still at Hillsborough, as you will be informed there. 
Tou may also have met with a small party of Col. Bnford's re- 
mains ; I wanted to keep them in the army, but wanting arms 
and clothing he insisted on marching them to Virginia, and 
promised me he would join in the beginning of July. I have 
not heard from him pinoe. Col. Washington's and Col. White's 
regiments ofhorseaio at Halifax, it is said, unfit for service. I 
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have wrote to tbem both Bevend timeB to know their sitUatiana, 
bnt ooald not obtun an aDswer as yet ; there were two troopi 
of Yii^lnU State light-horse ander Major Nelson in so bad 
order in respect to horses, wanting saddles and every article 
of accoutrement, that I have sent them to Halifax to refit and 
reomit. 

" CoL White has left 25 of bis light-horse at Hillsborongh, 
they might serve you for an escort ; if you order one from 
camp to meet yon, let me be informed thereof in time. Yon 
will find the army in a few daya at or near Coze's Mill; your 
shortest road will be by Lindley's Mill, Cob Taxton, and 
Rocky River; your wagons, if yon have any, would go better 
by Chatham Court House ; your quarters will be maiked near 
camp." 

" Yesterday I had the honor," Gates answers from Hills- 
borough, July 20, 1780, "to receive your obliging letter of 
the leth instant, dated from your camp on Deep River. I am 
astonished at your distress and difficulties, and have ever 
dnoe my arrival here upon last Taesday been endeavoring to 
alleviate them. I have sent despatches to the Grovemor and 
Executive Council of this State, to Governor Jefferson of Vir- 
ginia, and to Congress; in all these you may be satisfied I have 
endeavored to describe our real situation, so as that no mis- 
take may be entertained upon that head. Enough has already 
been lost in a vain defence of Charleston ; if more is sacri- 
ficed. I think the Southern States are undone, and this may 
go nearly to undo the rest. I think all my writing busiuesa 
will be finished to-day ; if so, I shall set out to-morrow for 
camp, and hope to be with you on Saturday. The troops as 
you mention for my escoi't here are without horses, and many 
of them sent by Capt. Gun to Halifax. I will acquaint you 
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tomorrow the roate I intend to oome, and request an escort to 
meet me at a certain spot I will name." 

Gates only reached camp on the 2Sth of July. Kalb re- 
ceived him with studied courtesy, and with a salute of thir- 
teen guns. Gates was equally polite, confirmed all the stand- 
ing orders of his predecessor, but, to the greatest amazement 
of the latter, announced to the troops at his first review, that 
they must expect to march at a moment's notice. He evi- 
dently wanted to distinguish himself by a quick and energetic 
advance, in contrast with the previous involuntary slowness 
of movement; but in point of &ct his orders of July 26tfa, 
commanding the troops to march on the direct road for Cam* 
den on the following day, betrayed his total ignorance of the 
true state of aSairs, and especially of the condition of the 
soldiers who had been but a single day in his charge. 

Kalb induced Colonel Williams, who had hitherto acted 
as his adjutant-general, and who was an old friend of Gates, 
to remonstrate with the latter on the hazard of the step he 
was about to take. Williams proved to him for that purpose 
that the district of country to be traversed was naturally 
sterile, full of sandy plains alternating with numerous swamps, 
and but very thinly settled. He strove to convince him that 
the desired stock of provisions and foi'age which had been 
collected on the banks of the streams crossing the route, had 
been already exhausted, or catried off by the enemy or by 
hordes of bandits, who, under the designation of Tories, had 
retreated before the persecutions of those who were called 
Whigs, and who, by incessant depredations, and by removing 
even the little remnant of provisions, could infallibly reduce 
his little army to the verge of starvation. On the other hand 
Williams represented to Gener.il Gates that by taking a more 

D,a,l,zt!dbvG00^Ie 



308 LIPK 07 EA.LB. 

northwesterly direction, near where the Pedee loses the name 
of Yadkin, he would strike the town of Salisbury, lying in the 
midst of a fertile country, with a patriotic popalation. He 
fnrtber remarked that the latter route had been the choice 
of the most oircnmspect and efficient of the officers, with 
General Kalb at their head, partly because it promised the 
most abundant supply of all sorts of provisions, partly because 
in case of a reverse it oSered the sick and wounded a secure 
asylum at Salisbury or Charlotte, as the militia of the coun- 
ties of Mecklenburg and Rowan, in which those towns are 
situate, were devoted to the cause of independence ; and 
finally because it was the most favorable locality for the erec- 
tion of the contemplated workshop for the repair of arms. In 
conclusion, Williams submitted to his commander, that the 
supplies coming from the North would find this the safest route 
to the camp ; that the advantage of taking the enemy's ont- 
posts in the flank was not to be despised even wheu obtained 
at the expense of such a circuit ; and that the army itself might 
then advance upon the most important of these outposts at 
Camden with the Wateree on its right flank, and its IHenda 
in the rear. 

To give all these considerations the. more weight with the 
commanding general, they had been drawn up in writing, and 
signed by the leading officers. On the representations of 
Williams, who presented this memorial, Gates promised to 
convene all the staff officers for consultation at noon of the 
first day of the march ; bat such was his infatuation that he 
refused to listen to their advice, and never even invited them 
to a conference."* 

The marching order accordingly remained in force. On 
the STtli of July the army broke camp and proceeded south- 
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ward. I^e oompliuot that there were not proviBions and Torage 
for a single day, was disposed of with the remark that the 
wagons coming from the North, laden with provisioDS, pai^ 
ticularly rum, would come up with the army in two days at 
farthest. 
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noil ELrrni Wonimil.— CoBHwiLLiH BicoamziG HiiL— Hi la BwiiraHC 
TO CiHDiH. — Dm Thiri oh TBI 19TB o* AuavsT. — H» Lmt LnriB 

TO HIS SOLDIEBS. — HlS FDITIBU.. TeSTIHONY 0> G^TKS AMD WaBHINO- 

TOM. COKORESS RiSOLTU TO EHICT A MOMDMBHI TO KlLB IT AUNATO- 

US. — Its Ihbokiftiom. — Thi Beboldhom tfEviit Exeooted. 

f I iHK march of the little army, which, for want of horses, 
~^ was even compelled to leiive behind two of its eight 
field-pieces at Deep River, took the directioa of Bufialo Ford 
and the enemy's advanced posts on Lynch Creek, whence it 
proceeded directly toward Camden in South Carolina, where 
Lord Bawdon was then posted. Gates hoped to induce him 
to retreat without firing a gun, and in that case to follow 
him lip to Charleston itsell 

Kalb was again in command of his division of the " Grand 
Array," ae the force of about three thousand men waa called 
by the commanding general in the orders of the day of July 
2^th. Cotton's Farm was reached on the 28th of July, and 
Ejmborough's on the 29th. On the 30th and 31st the march 
Tvas interrupted by a terrific thunderstorm. The land traversed 
was poor and desolate, hardly reclaimed from its natural 
condition, and rather worse even than the gloomy descripCioDS 
which had been made of it. The first rude efforts at civiliza- 
tion and culture which appeared here and there, had been 
either abandoned by their owners or plundered by tlieir 
neighbors. All men had fled this wilderness, many of thetn 
to join soma of the numerous bands of adventurers who 
held out proraises of protection to their adherents until the 
anxiously expected English soldiery should arrive. In conse- 
quence, the distress and misery of the troops increased from 
day to day. They were told that the hanks of the Pedee 
were exceedingly fertile — and so they proved ; but the pre- 
oeding harvest was exhausted, and the green com, though 
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Mr and plentiful, not yet ripe enongh to be eaten. Han; of 
the soldiers, driven by banger, cut the green ears, and 
boiled them with the meat of the half-starred cattle found in 
the woods. A meal of this sort was not nnpalatable, but had 
the most destructive e^ct on the health of tha troops. In 
the absence of bread, half-ripe peaches were also consumed, 
with similar resnlte. The officers, aware of the danger of 
such nourishment taken withont any salt, and with a trifling 
addition of lean meat, eat nothing but the latter, boiled or 
roasted. It occurred to some of them that the hair-powder 
which they carried would thlclcen the soap ; and they used 
it as food.'" The supplies of provisions and ram, promised 
by Gates on taking up the line of march, were, of course, not 
forthcoming; but the soldiers were again consoled and 
amused with a fresh iostalment of splendid promises. The 
lat« stoi'm, it was s^d, had detained the providon tnuns, but 
an abnndanoti would shortly arrive, and the general would 
take every preoaution to prevent a retnm of such privationa 
Relying on this assurance, the soldiers bore up ag^st hun- 
ger and want witli patient resignation and unbroken forti- 
tude. 

The little array reached the Pedee on the second, and 
crossed it on the 4th of August at Mark's Ferry, where it 
formed a junction with the incondderable corps of Lieutenant- 
colonel Porterfield, an excellent officer. Gates* eyes were 
now being opened. He wrote to the Governor of North Caro- 
lina from this point, beg^ng him for a speedy shipment of 
provisions, to save his troops from starvation. As if Kalb*s 
bitter experiences had not sufficed to convince a circumspect 
commander that the indolent executive of that State could not 
be depended on for anything whatever I Gates now snffei'ed 
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sererely for his gaeoooade ; but, uafortuaately, hia soldiers 
Bufiered eyea more than he did. His letter of Augnet 3d, to 
Governor Nash, ebows that aU the furprumises be had made 
wera based apon Dotbing but the simple-hearted aHsumption 
that the State of North Carolina would hasten to honor the 
requi^tion of a Federal general. 

" I bad the honor to addrees jour Excellency from Hills- 
borougb, the 19th ult., by General Huger," Gates says in this 
letter, " bat bare as yet received no answer. The distress this 
army has sufiered and still continues to sofier for want of 
provisions has perhaps destroyed the finest opportunity that 
could be presented of driving in the enemy's advanced posts, 
in all likelihood even uuto Chaileaton. Lord Cornwallis is 
believed to be gone to Savannah, has weakened his main 
body at Camden, where Lord Rawdon commands, and with- 
drawn the troops from Augusta, Cheraw, and Anson Court 
House, I'm astonished that I have not intelligence of any 
flour coming to me from the interior part of llie State. Your 
Excellency cannot believe this miserable country, already 
ravaged by the enemy and gleaned by the militia under the 
Generals Caswell and Rntherford, can afford a handful to me, 
I must believe, from your Excellency's letter in answer to 
mine from Richmond, that you had then done all you thought 
necessary to provide us. I am anxious that this letter should 
find your Excellency and the Executive Council at Hills- 
borough, exerting all your authority and influence to supply 
your almost famished troops ! Flour and mm are the ariiclea 
the most in request in this climate, which bad water contrib- 
ute to render more unwholesome. Rum is as necessary to 
the health of the soldier as good food. Without these full 
hospitals and a thin army will be all your State or that of 
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Congress oan depend on in tbe Sonthera Departmeut, For 
my own part, I have never lost one moment in pressing the 
armjr forward, fittm the instant I joined them to thin moment ; 
and when I can do more it shall be done. Depend not, sir, 
opon comouBsarieB. They will deceive 70a. Depend only 
apou honest men of aonnd Whig principles, and whose souls 
are superior to sordid gain. General Stevens and the Virginia 
militia is halted at Bo&lo Ford, fifty miles in my rear, and 
cannot proiieed for want of provisions. General Rutherford's 
division have tents. I hope those I wrote for to yoar Excet 
lency t^e in a fair way to be sent forward. I march to- 
morrow at dayhreak." 

Neither BuppUes nor reinforcements came, and yet Oat«s 
could not remain where he was, and was compelled to ad- 
vance. He mara'ied first to Deep Creek, where he arrived 
on the 6th o." August, and rested until the lib. The men 
were again quieted with the prospect of an abundance of 
proviuouB at May's Mill, and induced by these repreaentations 
to obey the order of march with alacrity ; but, being hgaiu 
disappointed, and almost dead with hunger, their patience 
threatened at last to forsake them. They began to stra^le, 
to steal, and to plunder. Even those who remained in the 
ranks looked dark and Bcowling, and a mutiny, which would 
have produced the most deplorable consequences, was on the 
point of breaking ont, when the officers, mingling with the 
men, and reasoning with them, succeeded in silencing the 
murmurs for which there was, unfortunately, but too mnoh 
foundation. They showed their own empty canteens and 
haversacks, and convinced the privates that the snfferings of 
all were equal, exhorted them to bear up under die hardships 
of the honr, and promised that if the expected supplies ^d 
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not very noon arriro, foraging parties should be sent ont by 
erciry corps in all directions, to collect what little com might 
Btill be stored in tlie coontry, and bring'it to the mill. 

B7 great good fortune, it happened that, immediately 
after this oocorrenee, a little stock of com vw brought into 
the camp. The milt began to grind, and in a few hours the 
Boldiers were served with a meal snch as they had long fore- 
gone. This sndden torn of af&irs restored the oomposore 
of the men, and they conceived fresh hopes for the future. 
Not BO the officers, who, at their own request, had been last 
served with rations. However, it was useless to complain to 
the commanding general, as no one conld advise him how to 
extricate himself at a blow from the dilemma. Nevertheless 
he was informed of what took place in the camp, and was 
sware of the critical state of feeling among the troops. He 
now began to appreciate the diffionlties pressing upon him, 
and, sensible of the responsibility incurred, he declared to 
Colonel Williams, who since the 6th of Angnst had acted as 
adjntaot-general in place of Major Armstrong, who was ill, 
that he had been in a measure compelled to take the route be 
had adopted. General Caswell, he proceeded to explain, had 
evaded eveiy order, both of Kalb and of Gates, to unite his 
militia with the regular army, being evidently vain of his 
independent command, and bent upon some enterprise flat- 
tering to his personal ambition. He, Gates, would like to 
see him soundly whipped, were it not that a defeat would 
scatter his militia and leave the regulars without reenforce- 
ments. Gates therefore considered it indispensable to coun- 
teract the recklesBnesB of Caswell, and to save him from 
destruction, particuhirly as he commanded the only body of 
militia that had been raised in the Carolinas. In this design 
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the commiuiding general declared himself ooDfirmed hy th6 
BuppositioD that Caswell, ia spite of his protestations to the 
contrary, was well sapplied with provisions, which, after a 
junction had been effected, would redound to the benefit of 
hie own people. He further justified his advance by sayiug 
that after he had gone so far to meet the enemy, a retrograde 
moTement would not only discourage the troops, but alienate 
the inhabitants, who had been iuduced by promises of obliv- 
ion and protection to renounce the English and adhere to the 
TTnion cause. 

Kalb and Williams vainly answered these arguments by 
representing the poverty of the country and the insincerity 
and faithlesBnees of the inhabitanta. Kalb was particularly 
urgent to take the road on the right, which led throogh 
fertile settlements and ofiered abundance of tbrage. Gates 
adhered to his resolution, reverted to his former self^elu^ons, 
and flattered the soldiers with the prospect of plentiful sup- 
plies which would be found on reaching the militia. The 
little corn found in the neighborhood of May's Mill was 
therefore collected, and the maruli on Camden continued. 

On the afternoon of the 5th of August Gates received a 
letter from General Caswell, informii^ bim of his intention 
to attack a fortified post of the enemy on Lynch's Creek, 
distant about fourteen miles from his camp. The com- 
mander-in-chief therefore immediately resumed his march, to 
effect a junction with the militia, and advanced with rapid 
pace. His troops suffered dreadfully, but the good ezamj^e 
of the officerB, wlio shared all their privations, repressed even 
the faintest signn of dissst is ''action. On the 6th of August, 
however, Gates receive,'! a second letter from Caswell, who 
had in the mean time discovered that the enemy threatened 
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to attack him, and begged for speedy succor. This endden 
tranmtioQ &om the ofiensive to the defeDsive is no less char> 
aotemtio of Caswell's incompetence and want of military 
judgment, than his vanity is revealed by the opening of the 
letter, whiob was delivered by General W., one of his aids. 
Gates rode over that same afternoon into Caswell's camp — 
vhere he found the oflScers at least living in abundance, and 
in all other respects an almost unparalleled state of confusion 
and disorder — and, having made the necessary arrangements, 
effected his junction with the Xorth Carolina militia on the 
7th of August, at the croRsroada distant about fifteen miles 
from Lynch's Creek.'" 

This event raised the spiiits of the whole army, the mili- 
tia being reassured on the subject of a hostile attack, and 
the regulars, who forgot their privations and never dared to 
express the slightest dissatisfaction, being flattered at the 
confidence with which they inspired their new comrades. 
The officers, also, were on the best of termn, and General 
Caswell appeared to be entirely satisfied with the position 
assigned him, of third in command. He commanded the 
left wing, while Ealb was in charge of the right, composed 
of regulars. Having nnited about noon, the little army ad- 
vanced a few miles further in the direction of the hostile 
post on Lynch's Creek, and then eDcam])ed according to 
regulations. 

Colonel Williams, who was as solicitous for the welfare of 
the army as if he had been personally responsible for it, re- 
quested Lieutenant-colonel Ford, the officer of the day, to 
visit the gnard with him at an unusual hour, in order to sat- 
isfy himself of the safety of the left wing. The guards and 
sentinels on the right wing were as vigilant as nsual. and 
10 
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of secnrity ; bat on the left wing all vas silent. The pa- 
trolling officers were not onue challengKii, rode by the guards 
without being stopped, and found their W3y anobstmoted 
eren to the tents of generals and staff officers, some of whom 
complained of this nnnecesBsry distnrbanoe at an honr so 
tmosnal among gentlemen. The officers of the preceding 
day were nailed, and guards and patrols arranged, to secure 
the camp agaiust surprise.'" 

On the morning of the 8th of August the enemy had 
disappeared. Under the gnise of offensive movements, the 
officer commanding at Lynch's Creek had quitted this.post, 
and skilfully withdrawn all his force unmolested to a much 
stronger position on Little Lynch's Creek. The latter was 
but a day's march from Camden, which, being the depot of 
provisions for the British troops scattered through the coun- 
try, was strongly fortified and well garrisoned under Lord 
Bawdon. That general had been, since the beginning of 
June, in oommand of the advanced posts of the army, which 
were destined to invade North Carolina, and only kept back 
until the autumn by the heat and the want of provisions, 
while Lord Comwallis, who, since the return of Sir Henry 
Clinton, had the command -in -chief of the four thousand 
English troops scattered over the Southern provinces, had 
his headquarters at Charleston. On receiving the news of 
the approach of the Amencana under Gates, Iiord Rawdon 
marched from Camden to meet them, took up a well-fortified 
position at the distance of about fourteen miles from that 
place, and called in the detachments which were scattered 
over the country to support the foraging parties sent to scour 
the land in all directions,"* 
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O&tes likewise directed hie march upon Little Ljmch's 
Creek. His sltaation was already desperate; he had no 
choice. To turn to the left, toward Black River, was no 
l«iiger joBtifiable, V^oaase then Camden, with its hostile 
garrison, woald have been interposed between the army and 
the reenforcements expected from Virginia, and becanse the 
Korth Carolina refugees conld not then have been attached 
to the army. To advance on the right, by way of the flour- 
ishing settlements on the Waxhaw, was now out of the 
question, because a march to these regions, two or three 
days' jonmey away from the road, would have resembled a 
flight, and frightened off the volunteers from North Caro* 
Una. So the troops marched on without any fixed design 
being entertained, or any one knowing what was next to be 
done. Gtates, however, began to reflect that it was danger- 
ous to approach an enemy of whose strength he had no cer- 
tain knowledge, and therefore ordered the heavy b^gage, 
as well as a part of the women and children following the 
camp, back to Charlotte. On arriving at Little Lynch Creek 
be found the enemy posted south of the stream, on a height 
commanding the approaches. The road to it from the North 
led over a dam to the steep bank of a creek which wound 
its way through a deep, marshy bed, crossed by a wooden 
bridge. A broad marsh extended northward irom the creek, 
which for miles could only be traversed in full view of the 
hostile works. The enemy showed no disposition to give up 
these advantages, without at least feeling the pulse of the 
assailants ; and Gates saw that he most take the bull by the 
boms if he would attack him in front. Had he possessed 
■nfficient military shrewdness, he would have turned Lord 
Kawdon's Tank by a forced march np the creek, and entered 
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Camden nnoppoBed, where the royal troops had then not yet 
foand time to unite."* Instead of this he diverged from the 
straight road to Camden, turned to the right, and ordered 
Colonel Hall, with a body of abont three hundred men, after 
having covered the left wing until it should bo safe from 
surprise, to take up the rear of the oolnmn. 

The English discovered this manoeuvre in time, and thna 
had leisure to return to Camden unmolested on the 11th of 
Angnst, where they were joined by the British garrison hith* 
erto posted at Clermont, or Bngeley's Mills, on the northern 
road. Lord Bawdon concentrated all his forces at Camden, 
and fortified the place as strongly as possible, in hourly ex- 
pectation of the arrival of Lord Comwallis from Charleston. 
He had learned from his spies that General Stevens, with a 
brigade of Yii^nia militia, was on the way to reenforoe Gates, 
and that Marion below Camden and Sumter above were call- 
ing the inhabitants to arms ; in short, that in a few weeks the 
whole country woald once more be arrayed agunst the 
British. He therefore suffered Gates to advance unmolested 
to Clermont, about thirteen miles north of Camden, where 
the Americans encamped on the 13th of August, and were 
joined on the 14th by the Virginia militia under Stevens. 

While Gates lay at Clermont, he received a despatch from 
Sumter requesting reen fore era ents for bis little troop, to ena- 
ble him to intercept a train of goods on iu way to Camden. 
Without a moment's hesitation the commanding general com- 
plied with this request, and, on the eve of a deci^ve struggle, 
when every man and every gnn was certain to be needed, he 
detachedColonel Woolford, withfourfaundred men, one hun- 
dred of them being regulars, and two guns, to Sumter's assist- 
ance. This step admits of no explanation except the conjecture 
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that Gates expected R&wdon to evacuate Camdea also, and 
offer no resUtaaoe anywhere. But even on that supposition be 
was not justified in weakening biijiaelf in the face of the enemy, 
so as to be noprepared for contingencies. Hiu oouree'was so 
mnoh the more to be censured as the train would have been 
certain to fall into hia hands at any rate if the anticipated 
battle sboold end in a victory, while, in case of defeat, it was 
equally snre to be recaptured &om Sumt«r, even Bapposing 
the latter to be successful in tiiking it. This last was the con. 
tjngenoy which actnally occurred. Tarlcton not only deprived 
Sumter of everything he had captured a miJe from Camden, 
but also made prisoners of the greater part of Woolford's 
command. 

By the junction with the Virginians, the man army had 
increased its numbers, but by no means Its strength. The 
expected supplies, also, were not forthcoming. The friends 
of the American cause living in the vicinity of Camden were 
so maoh surprised by the sudden arrival of Gates' troops, 
whose approach on snch secluded roads they had regarded as 
an impoedbility, that they had not made the slightest prepa- 
rations for the transportation of provisions and forage. Thns 
the army lived from hand to month, without any stock of 
necessaries. Stevens brought nothing except a few West 
India productions, particularly molasses. This was iaxiied to 
the soldiers as a stimulant, in place of rum or whiskey, in 
consideration of the excessive fatigues encountered daring the 
last two days. The conseqir nee was tfaat the men, who bad 
subsisted almost exclusively i n bread baked, or rather scorch- 
ed, of half green com, were seized with a violent diarrhcea 
on the very eve of the battle, so that whole ranks were con- 
stantly broken np on the march to Camden. 
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On the ISth of Anguat Gates sent tbe mek, tbe heavy 
h^^ge, and all the oamp eqiupage that conld be spared, to 
Washsw. This order waa unfortunately not executed in time, 
80 that the baggage wagons fell into tbe bauds of the enemy 
after the loss of tbe battle. On tbe same day tbe order for 
the march to Camden was issued, wfaioh was to be taken up 
at ten o'clock in the evening in the following order : The 
advance was formed by a part of Armaud's legion, then came 
the cavalry under Colonel Armand himself, whose ngbt and 
left flanks were covered by Colonel Potterfield and Major 
Armstrong with the light in&ntry, marching in Indian file at 
a distance of two hundred yards from the road. They were 
followed in regular order by the First and Second Maryland 
brigades and the Kortb Carolina and the Virgiaia diviuon, 
each command being preceded by its artillery. The rear was 
agun covered by volunteer cavalry. In case of an attack by 
the enemy's cavEilry in frout, tbe light infantry on either flank 
were directed to advimce immediately, and open a heavy fire, 
under oover of which Colonel Armand was to resist tbe at- 
tack, and, if pos^ble, to drive the enemy. The troops were 
commanded, on paun of death, to march in profound silence. 

On issuing this order, Glates was ignorant that ComwalUs 
bad in the mean tJme reenforced Lord Rawdou at Camden ; 
while, on the other hand, be regarded his own command as 
numbering seven thousand men. Adjutant-General Williams 
speedily undeceived him on this head, by showing, fix)m the 
morning reports of the re^raenta, that on the morning of the 
IStb of August but 3,052 men were fit tor duty. Bnt be- 
fore the app:'uach of Lord Cornwalliti was known, and before 
the true state of the forces could be submitted. Gates had 
called a council of war, and had laid his plan before tbem, 
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based on the erroneouB estimate of his numbers. It would 
seem that no serious opposition was manifested, either becaosa 
the mt^ority of the officers considered the ima^nary seven 
thonsand men saffioient to overcome the British, or because 
the subordinate generals had satisfied themselves of the fatil* 
ity of any objections, even if ever so well founded, to the pro 
posals of the coromander-in-cbief. Ealb alone was strenuously 
in &Tor of remaining at Clermont for the present, of still further 
fortifying this naturally strong position, whioh, according to 
the representations of Governor Nash, of Xorth Carolina, a 
hnndred men could have held against the whole British force, 
and of w^ting for more definite information in regard to the 
enemy, who might possibly have been reinforced. He further 
showed that it would better suit the motley composition of 
the American army to-act on the defensive, than to stake the 
result of the whole campaign on a single die, and adverted to 
the fact that the raw militia compodng the bulk of the force, 
had neTer manceuvred together, and therefore could not be 
expected to form column, and still less to execute even more 
difSoult movements at night."* A consultation, however, 
was not Gates' object; he merely wanted the sanction of his 
plan by the conncil, and caused it to be read without calling 
for a vote. In spite, therefore, of the ill feeling provoked by 
his conduct, which found expresdon after the close of the 
sitting, and in spite of the indignation of Colonel Armand, in 
b^ng ordered, with his cavalry, to the front of an advancing 
column in the depth of night, a measure contrary to every 
principle of tactics, and in which that commander saw a piece 
of petty revenge andinsult levelled at himself, the dispositions 
made by Gates were not departed from. The advice of the 
veteran tnuned in tim school of Marshals Saxe and Loewen- 
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dal, and in the maDifbld experience of the Seven Years' War, 
remained nnbeard, and the army set oat at the appointed 
honr, in order, as the cooimanding general fondly dreamed, 
to Burpriae the enemy at night and win an eaay victory. 
According to Thatcher, Gates is said to have answered the 
remark of an officer, that possibly he might have Lord Com- 
wallis opposed to him, by saying that the English general 
would not dare to meet him face to ttux. When another 
officer, shortly before the march upon Camden, observed that 
he was cnrious to know where be eould dine to-morrow, the 
confident general returned, "Dine, sir? why whore bnt in 
Camden ? I wouldn't give a pinch of snuff for the certainty 
of eating my beefsteak at Camden to-morrow, and seeing Lord 
Cornwallis my gnest at the table," '" 

Henry Lee says of the too self relyiilg Gates, in his Memoin 
of the South; "Calculating proudly on the weight of his 
name, he appears to have slighted the perqaisites to victory, 
and to have harried on to the field of battle with the impetu- 
osity of youth ; a memorable instance of tlie certain destruc- 
tion which awaits the soldier who does not know how to es- 
timate prosperity. If good fortune begets presumption, in- 
stead of increasing circumspection and ditigenue, it is the euro 
precursor of deep and bitter adverdty." 

Daring these ill-considered preparations on the part of the 
Americans, Lord Cornwallis and Rawdon had been tkr from 
idle. The latter, evidently alarmed for the safety of his main 
position by the apparent confidence of the American general, 
no sooner saw the enemy advancing upon Camden, than he 
wrote to his superior for assistance and support. These de- 
spatches induced Cornwallis to leave Charleston on the 10th 
of August, and to reach Camden with his troops on the even- 
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ing of the ISlh, He devoted the 14th to an examinatioB of 
the position and strength of his tbrces, eight bnndred of whom 
were lying in the hospital at Camden, and to inquiries into 
the condition and movements of the enemy, whose numbers 
were reported to him as running ap to six thousand effectives. 
The English commander was shrewd enough to see that if he 
wished to preserve bis communication with the sea, he must 
choose between retreating at once to Cfaarlraton or giving 
battle. Without a moment's hesitation he adopted the latter 
alternative.'" For he would have been compelled to leave 
his sick behind bim at Camden, and to have abandoned the 
entire province just conqnered, if he had ri^tumed to Charles- 
ton without au engagement, while a battle could have led to 
such a result only in the most unfavorable contingency. To 
this mast be added the discontent and sedition manifested not 
only in the country travelled by Gates, but also in the dis- 
tricts east of the Santee and west of the Wateree, against the 
newly-restored English supremacy, and which threatened to 
ripen into open rebellion on the approach of the American 
army, as well as of the partisan leaders Sumter and Marion. 
Not a moment was, therefore, to be lost ; every delay could 
but increase the perils of the English armyj a decisive eO' 
counter must be risked. Nothing but a victory could extri- 
cate him from his position. The more speedy the decision, 
the better the hope of success. Comwallts, who reports the 
number of his own troops at 2,233 men, therefore resolved 
immediately to &II upon the enemy at his position near Cler- 
mont, or Rugeley's Hills, and gave the command to break 
camp at 10 o'clock f. u. of the 15th of August, in the hope 
of surprising him at daybreak of the 16th. His aimy took 
up their line of march in the following order : The leading 
10* 
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diviBion, under Lieutenant-col onel Webater, conaieted, in the 
first inslanoe, of an advance of twenty troopers and an equal 
number of le^onarieg, who rested upon a company of light 
iu&ntry, followed by the Twenty-third and Thirtieth regiments. 
Tbo centre, nnder Lord Rawdon'a command, was formed by 
the Irish volunteers, the infantry legion, Hamilton's North Car- 
olina ref^ment, and Colonel Bryan's militin, composed of ref- 
ugees. The reserve consisted of two battalions of the 
Seventy-first, while the dragoons of the legion brought up the 
rear. Four field-pieces were with the divisions of the iront 
and centre, and two with the reserve."* 

We have seen above that Gates struck his tents at the 
very same hour, also intending to surprise the English at 
Camden. Thus, by a ungular coincidence, both these armies 
marched against each other at the same time, each ignorant 
of the designs of the other. The night was sultry, and the 
air as oppressively hot as in the daytime. The sky was clear 
and bright with stars. The sound of footsteps was stif ed by 
tbe deep sand. As the entire distance between Clermont 
and Camden is but twelve or thirteen English miles, the 
British and Americans met half way at two o'clock in the 
morning, about half a mile north of Saunders' Creek, It was a 
glade in the pine forest, which fell off gently toward the 
creek, and was bounded on each flank by impenetrable marsh- 
es, leaving but little space for tbe formation of the troops. 
The Americans were apprised, by apretty brisk akinnishing fire 
opened by the English legion, that they were within gunshot 
of the enemy. Some of Armand's troopers, wounded at the 
first discharge, fled hastily to the rear, and threw the whole 
legion into confusion. The latter fell back upon the front of 
the infantry, marching l:ehind them, not only imparting their 
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own panic to ibe First Maryland brigade, but spreading uni- 
venial terror tbrough the army. Tbe light infantry, on tbe 
contrary, under Major Porterfield, who was mortally wound- 
ed on the occasion, gallantly bore the shock of the English 
cavalry, and repulsed them by a well-sustained fire. The 
enemy appeared to be no less astooisbed at this sudden 
colMon than tbe Americans, and both parties, as if by com- 
mon consent, suspended hostilities nntil daybreak. On either 
side they avEuled tbemselvea of the brief respite thus afforded, 
to ascertain the position and numbers of the enemy. On this 
occasion Adjutanb^tieneral Williams learned, for the first 
time, from some prisoners, that Lord Cornwallis himself was 
in command, that they numbered about three thousand, and 
that they were drawn up within five or six hundred yards of 
tbe American front. 

Gates could not conceal his amazement at this news, and, 
as soon as order had been restored in the infantry, and the 
army formed in line of battle, he caused the adjutant- general 
to convoke a council of war. When Williams brought tho 
invitation to General Kalb, and informed him of what had 
taken place, the latter inquired, " Well, did not the com- 
manding general immediately order a retreat?" The gen- 
erals and regimental commanders assembled in tbe rear of 
the American line, and received the unwelcome news. 
" You know our situation. What had we better do, gentle- 
men ? " cried Gates. For a moment no one answered ; then 
the brave but headlong Stevens broke the painful silence by 
exclaiming, " We must fight, gentlemen ; it is not yet too 
late; wecandonothingelse, wemnstfight 1"'" Insuchan 
exigency the counsel first given, be it good or bad, prudent 
or silly, is snre to be followed. The fiirther it goes the less 
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will it be opposed, becaase in an aseembly of mixed material, 
driTeu to an immediate decision, cool and quiet deliberation 
moat al vayB yield to the ^reesare of the moment, and reaHon 
^ve place to passion. It woald seem aa if each individoal 
dreaded the responsibility, and, for that very reason, grasped 
the most extravagant opinion, if only nttered with an air 
of confidence, as if to ehow that he did not recoil at the 
moat decided measures. Possibly, also, one or the other (rf 
the company may have considered courage the only reqni- 
tdte of a good soldier; in short, SteTens* proposal met with 
no opposition, and Gates gave the fatal order to attack by 
Baying, " We must fight, then I Hasten to your posts, gen- 
tlemen." 

According to some acconnts Kalb advised a retreat to 
Clermont, there to await the enemy's attack, which led to 
an altercation between him and Gates, in the conrse of 
which the latter expressed donbts of his courage ; but neither 
internal nor external reasons sappon this story. Gates 
himself was a man of too mach refinement to havenscd such 
insulting expressions, even if he had entertained snoh an 
opinion. And then it is in keeping with Kalb's turn of mind, 
after his first suggestion of a retreat had been disregarded, 
to resign himself to the dictates of his supeiicr, and not ex- 
pend further solicitations on a general whos:: infatuation 
had shown itself quite incurable. Finally, we have the pos- 
itive testimony of one who took an active part in all these 
transactions, in the narrative of Adjatant-General Williams, 
who expressly says that Ealb did not make the slightest 
objection to the proposal of General Stevens. There is no 
reason whatever to doubt the assertion of this most reliable 
witness, who repeatedly says that every word of his report, 
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vhich vas written immediatel}' after the oconcretioes took 
place, that he was prepared to make oath to the moat minnte 
detiuls. 

Be that as it may, th& two armies were drawn np in line 
of battle before dawn. 

The advantage of the gronnd was clearly on the Mde of 
Lord Corawallis, becuose, where be stood, the nuvrshes to the 
right and left of the road approached each other most nearly, 
and not only pi-otect«d both his flanks, bat more than cotmtei^ 
Tiuled the numerical superiority of the enemy. He formed 
bis right wing of the front division of Liel]tenan^coloneI 
Webster, consisting of the light infantry and the Twenty- 
third and Thirty-third regiments, and his left wing of Lord 
Kawdon's division, the composition of which has already been 
given. The two divisions ranged themselves on the right 
and left of the road and of each other, so that the Thirty- 
third, Webster's left wing, occupying the right of the road, 
and the Irish Yolnnteer regiment, on Lord Rawdon's left, 
resting its left upon the road, together constitated the centre 
of the army. Two eix-ponaders and two three-ponnders, 
under Lieutenant-oolonel Macleod, of artillery, were posted 
in the front, and to the left of the road. The Seventy-first 
regiment was in the rear, its first battalion supporting the 
right, and its second the left wing. The cavalry under Tarle* 
ton was on the right of the road in the rear of both lines, 
and near the first battalion of the reserve, prepared, as oircnm- 
Btance might dictate, to aasaU the enemy, or come to the 
TCBCue of their own infantry. 

On the American side Kalb was charged with the forma- 
ticm of the line. He look the command of the right wing, 
consisting of the Second Maryland brigade under General 
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Giat, and the Delaware regiment, and wMob, like the English 
lefl, rested its flank on & deep morass. The North Carolina 
militia nnder General Caswell formed the centre, and the 
Virginia militia under Greoeral Sterens the left, while the first 
Maryland brigade nnder G^eral Smallwood occupied the 
second line as a reserve. Two pieces of arliUery were planted 
on Gist's right flank, and two on the right and two on the 
left of the centre. Armand's monnted legion were to have 
covered the right flank of the American force, but they had 
been seized by a panic and had fled disgracefully at the first 
attack in the night, so that they were of no aoconnt in the 
formation of the line and the subsequent events of the day. 
This want of cavalcy was destined to be but too severely felt 
in the course of the action. 

The mere disposition of the two armies shows the advan- 
tages enjoyed in every respect by the British over the 
Americans. The front of Lord Comwallis was strong not 
only in the personal valor of the troops, almost all belon^g 
to the regular forces, and all of them veteranB in comparison 
to the Americans, but also by the better distribution of the 
artillery ; above all its reserve, and especially the reserve 
under Tarleton, was more reliable and better posted. This 
compact and war-worn line was opposed by raw militia, who 
had never seen an enemy, and who regarded the English 
troops, excellent as they were, with even greater awe than 
the iacts warranted. Gates committed the additional blunder 
of posting the First Maryland brigade in reserve, instead of 
using the raw militia for that purpose, and of stripping his 
left wing of artillery. By these defects, partly ioherent in 
the character of his troops, and partly arising out of his own 
lack of judgment, he more than neutralized the advantages 
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vhich would otherwise have accmed from the inferior nnm 
bers of Lord Comwallia Xa^, not content with the errors 
already made, Giateg, on seeing the poidtion of the EngUab 
In the morning, unexpectedly ordered a gap in the formation 
of the centre and right wing to be corrected, a meaeure 
doubly prejudicial in tie presence of so well-disciplined a foe, 
and wilb such unskilled forces of hit: own. 

Lord Corawallis, indeed, was too experienced a commander 
aol to avail himself of the chance thus brought mider bis 
very eyes. He hastened, on being apprised of this new 
mistake of his adversary, to his right wing, and personally 
ordered Colonel Webster to attack, sending the same com' 
mand to Loi-d Hawdon by an ud. 

Gates remained quiet, and seemed disposed to awdt the 
torn of events. His adjutant-general suggested that an im- 
mediate onset on the English while deploying, would inspire 
the militia witb courage, and, if successful, exerciee no little 
influence on the result. " That's right," cried the commauder, 
who had evidently been at a loss what to do, " let General 
Stevens attack on the left immediately." The latter advanced 
boldly at first, but found the enemy already drawn up in line 
of battle. Williams now endeavored to draw their fire at the 
greatest possible distance, in order to make it less fearful 
to the militia, and for that purpose requested permission to 
take forty or fifty volunteers from General Stevens, with 
whom he advanced, but without attuning his object. The 
right wing of the English under Webster advanced at this 
moment in closed ranks, with such noise, hurrahs, and impet- 
uosity upon the militia, just as the latter were changing their 
position, that they were thrown into confusion and seized by 
a panic, under the influence of which they threw away their 



^oiizodbyGoo^It: 



232 LtFB 07 KALB. 

loaded pieceB at tbe first fire of the English, and Boattered in 
breathless flight Prayers, entreaties, tiireatB, and appeals 
to honor were alike unaTailing. General Stevens vainly 
exhorted the fngitives to remember their bayonets; how 
conld they remember them, when they had only received 
them the day before, and were entirely unacquainted with 
their oae? The Virginians involved the North Carolina 
militia in die same disgraceful rout. The officers anforto- 
nately were without cavalry to enforce their objurgations, and 
bring the mnaways to a stand. It was not, property speak- 
ing, a fight, bat rather a chase and scamper, so that before 
the real engagement had commenced, the entire American 
centre wjd left wing, com pi sing two-thirds of their force, 
had disappeared from the scene of action, almost without 
firing a shot Four hundred men uf Disoo's regiment alone 
stood their ground somewhat longer, and fired once or twice 
on the enemy.'" 

Gates, who had taken his position some six hundred 
paces in rear of the line, to overlook the contest, had been 
carried along by the flying militia, and had left the field 
under the pretext of "bringing the rascals back into line," 
BO that the command-in-cliief devolved upon Kalb. The 
morning was so close and foggy that the smoke did not even 
rise, bat enveloped both armies in a cloud. This made it 
difficult to snrvey the field, and obtain a clear idea of the 
progress of the battle. In conseijuence of the tog Kalb long 
remained ignorant of the flight of the left wing and centre; 
nevertheless he ordered up Smallwood with the reserve, and 
directed him to form a janction with Gist ; the two brigades, 
however, were not large enough to fill up the interval be- 
tween the marshes. While the First Maryland brigade moved 
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forward into line, the right wing ander Ealb took np the 
Dneqnal fight, and not only stood their ground, bat BQCcesa- 
fally repalsed the impetaoas onslaught of the foe, bo that 
the struggle gradaally extended along the whole line, and 
Tictory trembled in the balance. To bring matters to a 
' speedy isBne, Kalb ordered a bayonet charge by the right 
wing nnder hiB command, drove the enemy, and had jnst 
made a number of prisoners, when the left wing, overpow- 
ered by nnmbere and outflanked, waB forced to fall back. 
They soon rallied and renewed the conteBt, bat were again 
repulsed, and again led into action. The two brigades, in 
consequence of losses, and in the heat of the engagement, 
which gradually degenerated into a hand-to-hand scuffle, 
were separated by an intenal of some six hundred feet. 
This was the turning-point of the battle, >^hich was hence- 
forth on the side of the English. Williams mainly endear< 
ored to restore the connection. On reaching the right wing, 
he fonnd the enemy just exchanging a heavy fire for a bay- 
onet charge. Kalb fought at the head of the Maryland 
second brigade. Three times he had advanced, and three times 
retreated before the force of numbers, but on the whole he 
maintained his advantage. Bis honse had been shot under 
him, a sabre stroke laid open his head. Jaquette, the adjutant 
of the Delaware regiment, hastily bandaged the wound with 
his scarf, and besought his general to retire from the oonflift. 
Instead of heeding this request Kalb led his Marylanders to 
the charge on foot. Over heaps of dead they went forth and 
bock ; his soldiers performed prodigies of valor, and con- 
tested every inch of ground. T):e enemy pressed upon them 
with ever increasing numbera, and forced them to give up 
the little advantage they had gained. The bloody fight was 
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haod to hand. At len^h Comwallia, fearing to lose tbe 
itdvaDti^es already gained, concentrated all bin force npoa 
this point, and when, at his order, a portion of Tarletoo's 
troopers fell upon the decimated flanks of tbe brave men of 
Maryland and Delaware, tbe last taint hope of maintfuninj 
possession of the field bad vanished. All that could be done 
was to rescue the honor of the fl^. And once more Ealb, 
at the head of bis tiiithful few, mshed upon tbe enemy ; it 
was tbe last time that his powerful voice rang tbrongh the 
din of battle ; the last time that, his sword pointing to tbe 
toe, he cheered his men, and drew them on to follow him. 
As he advanced he was stmok by several balls, and the 
blood ponred from bim in streams ; but he still bad strength 
to cut down an Engliab soldier, who bad actually set a bay- 
onet on hia breast. Yet bis boar bad come. He was reoog- 
nized by his epaulets. " The rebel general, the rebel gen- 
eral I " was heard in the English ranks. Mortally strack, 
and bleeding from eleven wounds, he sank exhausted to the 
earth.'" 

The fall of Kalb decided the fortunes of tbe day, for tbe 
Americans were now without a leader. True, the brigades of 
Gist and Smallwood formed once more, and advanced to the 
attack, repelling another charge of tbe English ; but at this 
moment ComwallLa, incensed at this obstinate resistance, 
ordered his light cavalry to outflank tbe American left, and 
take them in tbe rear. This was done. Tbe work begun by 
the bayonets of the Britiftb infantry was finished by the sa- 
bres of Tarleton's borae, who met with no resistance, owing 
to the want of cavalry on the side of the Continentals. Tha 
remnants of the Maryland brigades were soon dissolved in 
headlong flight. Kothing but tbe marshes on each side of 
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tbe battl&-field afforded the fogitires eome proteoiion 
against the pursuit of Tarleton'B dragoons. Not a bat. 
talion, Dot a company, preaerred its formation. Gist, 
with aboat a hundred soldiers, alone retreated in something 
like order. Every command was broken up and scattered in 
the woods, and another victory so perfect as this was not 
achiered in the war of the revolution. Eight gans, two 
thousand stand of arms, twenty-two loads of ammnnitioD, 
and one hundred and thirty baggage wagons, besides eighty 
thousand cartridges, fell into the hands of tbe victors, who 
reported their own loss at only sixty-eight killed, two hun- 
dred and forty-five woonded, and eleven missing — making a 
total of three hundred and twenty-four — while the adversa- 
ries estimate it at five hundred or even seven hundred killed.'" 
The loss of the latter could not be ascertained, on account 
of the hasty flight of the militia. Cornwallis himself sup- 
poses it to have amounted to over a thousand in dead and 
wounded, besides eight hundred prisoners; according to re- 
liable Amerioan accounts the regulars had sis hundred and 
fitly killed and wounded, being more than a third of the 
whole number; of the North Carolina mililia a hundred bad 
fallen, and three hundred had beeu taken prisoners ; while 
the fleet-footed Virginians had wounded only, and no dead. 
The brave Delaware regiment was almost annihilated; the 
remnants barely sufficed to form a nucleus for two com- 
panies. Gist and Smallwood vainly endeavored to rally the 
militia on the road ; they were obliged to continue their 
flight with a bandfal of regulars. Gates, who, as we have 
seen above, had hastened from the field at the beginning of 
the fight, must have had a strong and swift charger, for he 
slept that same evening at Charlotte, which is distant sixty 
mitea from Camden. 
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But let ne I«ave the general who flies irora hie troops, and 
turn to the hero who tell figbtiog to the last. We left him 
at the bead of his coiomaDd, bleeding from eleven wounds. 
Scarcely had his adjutant Dubuysson, seen him fall, when 
he threw himself upon bim, aud cried imploringly to the rag- 
ing foe, " Spare and save the Baron de Kalb I " The faithful 
aid received with his own body the sabre-cutB intended for 
his superior. The Biitixb soldiera fell upon them both, seized 
the general, raised him to his feet, leaned him by hie hands 
gainst a wagon, and stripped bim to bis shirt. As he stood 
in this miserable plight, with blood rushing from bim in 
streams, Oomwallis came riding up with hin suite.'" " I re> 
gret," he said to hia helpless adversary, " to see yon so badly 
wotmded, but am glad to bave defeated you." He immedi- 
ately ordered the prisoner to be properly cared for, and his 
wounds to be bandaged. From this moment tbe English 
treated the wounded man with that kindness and humanity 
which modern warfare vouchsafes to the conquered. 

Kalb struggled with death for three days, and died the 1 9th 
of August at Camden, whither he had been carried after the 
battle. Dubuyeaon, whose wounds turned out not to be se- 
rious, was with him during this time, and was assisted by the 
English officers in soothing the last moments of the dying hero. 
Ali his thoughts were with tbe brave soldiers and officers of 
bia division. Immediately before his death he requested Dn- 
bnysaon to express to them bis than! s for tbdr valor, and to 
bid them an affectionate farewell. The letter to Generals 
Gist and Smallwood, in which the faithful adjutant executes 
this commission, is dated at Charlotte tbe 26th of August, 
1780, and reads as follows : "* 

" Bear Generals : Having received wounds in the action 
of the leth instant, I was made prisoner, with the Honorable 
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Major^neral the Baron de Kalb, with whom I served aa 
aide^e-catnp and iriend, and had an opportunity of attend- 
ing that great and good officer during the short time he Ian- 
guished vitb eleven wounds, which proved mortal on the 
third day. 

" It is with particular pleasure I obey the baron's last 
commands, in presenting his most affectionate compliments 
to all the ofScers and men of his division. He expreased the 
greatest satisfaction in the testimony given by the British 
army, of the bravery of his troops; and he vas charmed with 
the firm opposition they made to superior force, when aban- 
cloned by the rest of the army. The gallant behavior of the 
Delaware regiment and the companies of artillery attached 
to the brigades, afforded him infinite pleanure. And the ex- 
emplary condaot of the whole division gave him an endear- 
ing sense of the merits of the troops he had the honor to 
command. ' 

Kalb was buried by his victorious adversaries, among 
whom there were many free masons, with military and ma- 
sonic honors. Down to the year 1825 a solitary tree wiu all 
that marked his final resting-place. 

Congress received, at the hands of Gates, the news of 
Kalb's heroic death. The stricken and humbled general spoke 
of his brave comrade with creditable candor, and warm ad- 
miration, 

" Too much honor cannot be paid by Congress to the memo- 
ry of the Baron de Kalb," he writes to Washington, in a letter 
of September 3, 1780; "he was everything an excellent officer 
should be, and in the cause of the United States has sacrificed 
his life." " Here I must be permitted to say," Gates oontinnea 
on September 3d, in a letter to the President of Congiess, 
" how much I think is due to the Baron de Kalb, and I am 
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conrinced CongreBS wUl declare to the world the high esti 
miitloD tliey have for his niemoiy and services." '" 

Upon this impartial testimony, and the concurrent jadg- 
ment of Washington, who declared that Ealhhad liilly jnsti- 
fied the high opinion he had always entertained of him, and 
that his memory mnst ever be precions to a grateful ooontry, 
Congress, on the 14th of October, 17S0, resolved to commem- 
orate the glorioQS example given by General de Kalh to bis 
troops, by erecting at Annapolis, the capital of the State 
whose division he had commanded, a monument, with this 
inscription : '" 

" Sacred to the memory of the Baron de Kalb, Knight of 
the Royal Order of ITiiitary Merit, Brigadier of the Annies 
of France, and MigoHjieneral in the sen'ice of the United 
States of America. Having served with honor and repntatiou 
for three years, he gave at last a gloriona proof of his attacih- 
ment to the liberties of mankind and the cause of America, in 
the action near Camden, in the State of South Carolina, on 
the I6th of August, 1780, where, leading on the troops of the 
Maryland and Delaware lines against snperiors numbem, and 
animating them by his example to deeds of valor, he was 
pierced with many wounds, and on the 19th following ex- 
pired, in the 48th year of his age. The Congress of the 
United States of Ameritja in gratitude to his zeal, ser\'icea, 
and merit, have erected tltia monnment." 

The resolntion was not executed. The cares of the day 
soon banished the memory of the fallen hero. The return of 
peace found an empty treasury, and the generation then en- 
tering into power had other interests. The matter gradually 
came to be forgotten, and Kfd^a national monument has 
nmer been erected. (See Appendix, p. 326) 
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*T7~ ALB'S exterior vas highly prepossesBiDg, his frame 
' ^ Btrong and well-built, and his air at once mild and 
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dignified. A keen hazel eye, which beamed forth frankly and 
kindly from nnder a high forehead, a nose slightly aquiline, 
a mingled trait of good nature and ahrewdness about the 
mouth, and a double chin of respectable proportions, stamped 
his mien with more of the reflective and calculating expres- 
sion of the diplomatist, than of the rigid, unbending type of 
the soldier. "In form and feature," — such is the tesd' 
mony of his aide-de-camp, Nicholas Rogers, of Baltimore,'" 
^he v&s a perfect Aiiovistus, more than sis feet tall, and 
proof agfunst the greatest hardships of his calling. He often 
made twenty or thirty miles a day on foot, and preferred 
walking to riding ou horseback whencTer he conld." Owing 
to his mode of life hie health was truly remarkable. To 
great temperance and caution he united extraordinary pa- 
tience. Suffering and privations he endured without a mur- 
mur, and could bear up for days under hunger and thirst, 
heat and cold, without permitting a sigh to escape his lips. 
He slept ae well upon his knapsack and under hia cloak, as 
on a downy pillow ; in short, he possessed all the physical 
power and endurance essential to our conception of a hero. 
He was always considered younger tliau he really was. At 
his death Congresa rated him at eight and forty, when in 
truth he was in his sixtieth year. 

During the American war Kalb usually rose before day- 
break, often at four o'clock in the morning, worked until 
nine, and then breakfasted on bread and water. After con- 
tinuing his labors till noon, he rode or walked out, went to 
headquarters, iuqaired the news of the day, and then dined. 
His meal consisted simply of soup, vegetables, and meat; 
he drank only water. The afternoon he devoted to the ser- 
vice or to writing lettei-s. Owing to an affection of the eyes 
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be rarely worked by oandle-ligbt, but retired to rest at aa 
early hoar, so aa to be able to rise the earlier in the momiDg. 
Sharing with hie subordinates all the bardehips of the semce, 
he coold draw upon their zeal to almost any extent. All 
who knew bim esteemed him for his unpretending aSability ; 
his soldiers loved and revered him as a &ther, 

Kalb was single-hearted and honest Endowed with 
sound common sense, and a judgment at once clear and 
strong, he had the happy faculty of habituating himself with- 
out construnt to the most nnwonted circumstances, and con> 
bined untiring industry with a ri^d sense of duty, very rare at 
that period, especiaUy in France. By no means a genius, or 
a man of vast or comprehensive aims, he even shows occa- 
sional signs of that petty ponctiiiousneBS which has since 
received the appellation of old fogyism. Yet he was am- 
bitious, wterprismg, and energetic ; and stopped at no 
sacrifice to achieve renown, distinction, or advancement. 
Prom his earhest youth he had had nothing save his mother 
wit to pit agEunst the lions that beset his path ; and hence he 
had involnntarily imbibed a degree of habitual pliancy and 
subordination to the powers that be. For this reason he 
was not one of those who who make their demands in a 
haughty tone, and assert their will in disregard of all ob- 
Btaoles, His was a more calculating disposition, which 
apparently yielded to surrounding farces, in order, in point 
of fact, to control them the more efiectively. This phase of 
his character is lUsplayed most clearly in his intercourse with 
the Broglie brothers, who were hb fiuthiul friends and 
patrons, but who never bestowed their favor on any one who 
did not recognize their will as law. The courtly tone then 
in T<^e among French ofSoers is the key to this trait of 
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Kalb'a cbaracter, but it must be said in his honor that he 
n«Ter resorted to base means to compass his ends. 

His best virtues, however, were his self-possession and 
his oiiTarying caution. As in his private afEiurs he considered 
every plan in all its bearings, before carrjing it into ezecn- 
tion, as he meditated for days and weeks on the advantages 
and disadvantages of a contemplated inveBtment or improve- 
ment of bis estate, so he was oonsoientious and wary in his 
military movements, weighing io golden scales the chances 
of every undertaking, trusting nothing to chance, and enter- 
ing upon no venture which did not promise almost certdn 
suooess. Thoroughly oognizant of the weak points of tbe 
American army, he was always for defenuve measures, and 
frequently offended those who differed with him by the 
cogency of his reasoning, which was almost invariably borne 
out by the event. In the Seven Tears* War bis illnstrious 
opponent, the Duke of Brunswick, had taught him to be on his 
guard ; and he did not hesitate to apply the results of that ex- 
perience to the American war, where he found himself pitted 
against two of the duke's best scholars, General Knyphausen 
and Lord Comwallis. This Ml measure of caution in publio 
matters found a counterpart in his private afiiiirs in a degree 
of frugality which sometimes bordered closely on paramony. 

Where Kalb acquired his education, is a question not to 
be answered from the data at command. That he was self- 
taught, is very perceptible iu his writings; yet bis sphere of 
ideas was eztendve and his mind versatile, and far in advance 
of tbe average of tbe military ofBoers of his day. As waa to 
be expected, he spoke and wrote French like a native. How 
far he was master of the German is not to be ascertained, b^ 
cause not a line written in that language was to be found 
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among bis papers. His English atyle, though the nse of the 
language gave him no difficulty, is not & little rugged. His 
handimting is firm and smooth, and shows that he has writ- 
ten not a little. Even with the ancient classics be was famil- 
iar ; and his thorough knowledge of engineenng and topogra- 
phy is proved by the length of time he practised these import- 
ant branches of the military art, and his position in the staff of 
the command er-in-chietl To this was added immense practi- 
cal experience j for he bad made his first campugns under 
the Marshals Ixiewendal and Saxe, the first masters of their 
time ; and bad afterward extended the knowledge thus ac- 
quired, under Marshal Broglie, during the whole of the Seven 
Tears' War. It may fairly be said, that of all the foreign 
officers who lent their swordfl to the struggling republic, not 
even Steuben excepted, Ealb vaa the most experienced, the 
most calculating, and the most circumspect commander. 

Kalb's marriage, as above remarked, was remarkably hap- 
py. His affection for his wife was at once earnest and playful, 
and a perfect reflex of the character of a true German, who 
seeks bis chief pleasure and entire satisfaction, next to his 
participation in public affairs, in his wife and children. These 
beautiful iamily-ties appear to increased advantage when oon- 
trasted with the debauched an] heartless tone of the court 
and nobUity, with the lasciviousness of a Dubarry and the 
crowned and highborn rakes, who could see nothing in an un- 
broken marriage vow buu a target tor ribaldry. The most 
nnlimited confidence continued to subsist between Kalb and 
his wife up to the moment of his death. She was bis best of 
fiiends to whom he communicated everything that befell him, 
even to whai would seem to be the most trivial occurrence. 
From America he wrote to her almost daily. His letters, 
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whioh often fill twenty or thirty pages, and which treat almost 
ezdasively of personal and family matter, number ninety-one 
in a period of about forty months ; and most of them were 
written in duplicate and triplicate. While he is thus ooDfiden- 
tial and explicit, she also lores to t«]l him of every household 
event at Paris and at Milon, to consnlt him as to alteratioos 
and improvementa in houses and lands, and to enlarge upon 
the progress mode by the obildreo in their studies. Plans for 
the welfare of the boys, preparations for their entrance into 
the French army, the education of their daughter and her 
physical development— constitute the topics of extended and 
reiterated disonssion in this oorrespondence between husband 
and wife. 

Kalb left three children.'** The eldeat son, Frederic, was 
bom the 18th of May, 1745, in Paris, edacatcd at the &mous 
military school of the German poet Pfeffel at Kolmar, and had 
hardly passed his sixteenth year before he entered the Ger- 
man regiment Salm-Salm, in the Frenoh service. At the 
breaking out of the revolution he joined the royalist refugees, 
and served as an officer in the corps formed by the Prinoe of 
CoDd4 on the Rhine. The estates of the &mily having been 
conlUcated in consequence of his emigration and taking up 
arms agiunsl his country, he returned to France, and claimed 
to be restored to them on the ground that he had owed no 
allegiance, because a foreigner. Of this ingenious plea, com- 
ing from a native of France and the son of a French officer, 
the Convention manifested their appreciation by handing hiia 
over to the guillotine in 1793- He had inherited the Ameri- 
can order of the Cincinnati, established after the death of his 
&ther, and which, by the canons of the order, vested in the 
eldest son of a deceased member or officer who would have 
been entitled to membership, if living. 
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Kalb'B second child was a daughter, Anna Maria Caroline, 
born Naj 26, 1767, who was married, on the 23d of October, 
1787, to John Lncaa Geymneller, a Swiss captain in the eer- 
vice of France, oatlived her husband and died as his widow ' 
Janoar; 24, 182P. Two sona were the issue of this marriage, 
the younger of whom, Lucaa, bom in 1792 and deceased in 
1846, left several children. 

The second son of our hero, Elie, was bom March 9, 1769, 
sod died September 1, 1836, at Milon laChapelle. Therevo- 
loUon found him in the French re^ment Royal Dcuxponts, 
when he emigrated, and entered, as a private, the company 
formed by the refugee princes of the officers of the regiments 
Deusponts and la Mark. On the utter ffulure of the royalist 
schemes he spent some time in Switzerland and among his 
cooneotions in Franconia. About the close of the century we 
find him in Austria, where, under the name of Elias von Sell, 
he served, fii-st in the Tyrolese rifles, and subsequently re- 
ceived a lieutenant's commis&ion in the regiment Erbach. In 
1802 he resigned, and returned to France on the strength of 
the amnesty then granted.'" Daring the empire he took no 
part whatever in public aSairs; tinder the restoration he ac- 
cepted one or two parish offices, but otherwise lived in nn* 
broken retirement during the rest of his days on the estate 
of Milon la Cbapelle, which had been restored to him. His 
marriage, contracted the 8th of February, 1808, with Elise 
Signard, was blessed with two children, one of whom, a son 
named Theophile, died shortly after his birth in 1809, while 
the other, a daughter, Leonora, bom June 11, 1811, on the 
36th of June, 1828, espoused the Marquis Raymond de Yan- 
diere, Yicomte d'Alzac, and became the mother of five chil- 
dren. This granddaughter of Kalb, who still survives, owns 
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and occapiea the family homestead of Milon. The direct 
male line of the old hero ia, it thns appears, extinct. 

Kalb and his widov lived in ease and affluence. In conse> 
qnence of the French revolution, however, the &inily lost 
almost all their property; and although they suljseqneiitly re- 
covered their estate of Miloo, they never regained their former 
opulence. In 1784 and 1785 Madame de Kalb presented to 
Congress her claimsfor the arrears due her husband, but they 
were rejected on the ground of some omisNon in matters of 
form. In 1819 the heirs, having become impoverished, were 
nMorally led to renew the application, petitioning the Fed- 
eral Goveniment not only for the liquidation of the back pay 
of their gmndiather, but also for the seven years' half-pay 
voted them by the resolution of Congress passed the 24th 
of August, 1780, as well as for the bounty in land coming to 
every revolutionary general. The last request was at once 
granted, and in 1822 the petitioners received a grant of par- 
cels Kos. 1, 4, 6, 7, B, 9, and 10 in the fii-st quarter, and KoB. 
2S, 30, 3S, and HQ in the third quarter of the tenth township 
of the fourth range in the then military district of Ohio, and 
in the present counties of Holmes and Tnscarora. This 
tract, wliich at the present day would form a possession of 
immense value, was sold, a tew years afterward, for State 
taxes which the heirs had failed to pay, and was entirely 
lost to them, as they neglected to redeem it from the pur- 
chaser."* Their other claims on Congress, on the other 
hand, were full thirty-six years in coming to a satisfactory 
conclusion. The books of the Secretary of War showed that 
at his death Kalb was entitled to $2,433.61 of undrawn pay. 
In the same books, however, he was charged with (226,000 
in paper money (or about $2,500 in gold), which be had re- 
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ceiTed in May, 1780, before his march to the South, for tha 
sabaiBteace and clothing of the troops imder bis oommand. 
The roachers for the proper disbursement of these funds were 
not forthcomiug, as most of Kalb's papers and all his bag- 
gage had fallen into the hands of the English when he was 
killed. While no doubt was entertained of his having ex- 
pended the money in the public service, the absence of these 
documentB obstructed the final settlement of the ncoount for 
more than a generation. Thus it happened that, fully ao- 
knowledgin^ the justice of the claims of Kalb's heirs, Con- 
gress nevertheless refused to liquidate them, and passed votes 
to this effect in the years 1819, 1821, 1886, and 1B37.'" 
When it is considered that this body is almost entirely re- 
newed every two years, and that during the period referred 
to it was beset with hundreds of revolutionary claims of this 
character, this reluctance and circumspection is not without 
plausibility; still, the case of Kalb was a highly exceptional 
one, and might well have been disposed of by a special 
enactment. Be that as it may, it was on the 8th of March, 
1B42, thai the House Committee on Revolutionary Claims 
made their report in favor of the heirs of Ealb, and fixed 
the sum to which tbey were entitled at $90,631.61, which 
they recommended to be paid with interest from 1819, the 
year in which the clum had been first presented. Even then 
the noD-cononrrence of the Senate and the early close of the 
session prevented an adjustment, and twelve further years 
elapsed before the eth of February, 1854, when Mr. Corwin 
again took up the report above mentioned, and adopted its 
suggestions. The House was unanimons in its favor. The 
bill reached the Senate on the 18th of December, 1854. 
Here a mistake of #24,513.85 was detected in &vor of the 
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ol&imaats ; bat, after deducting tbiit amount, it vaa unani- 
mouBly adopted, and the sam of $66,099.76, without intereat, 
wii§ ordered to be paid in fiill of all demands."* The Honse 
conoorred in the amendment, and the bill goon after received 
the aignatnre of the President. It ia but iair to record that 
the Senators and Representatives from Delaware and Mary- 
land, the two States whose troopR had been nnder Kalb's 
command, and those of Sontb Carolina, on the soil of which 
he had &llen, were especially solioitoos about the final set- 
tlement of the claims of his heirs, and that the &vorable re- 
Bolt attiUned is mainly due to their nnceasing efforts. 

While the Congressional resolution of the 14th of Octo- 
ber, 1780, is still awaiting its realization, and while no steps 
were ever taken for the erection of the monument at Anna, 
polis, the State of Sonth Carolina did not permit the year 1836 
to pass away without giving a fitting expresBion to its senti- 
ments of gratitude for the departed hero. 

As stated in the foregoing chapter, a tree was for years 
the only monument of the resting-place of Kalb's last re- 
mains. This spot was the most important memento of the 
Bevolution of which Camden could boast, and travellers 
rarely failed to visit the grave. It is to be found in the 
grass plot opposite the Presbyterian Church in De Ealb 
Street. " So here lies the brave de Kalb," s^d Washington, 
when standing on this spot in the spring of 1791, "the gen- 
erous stranger who came from a distant land to fight our 
battles, and to water with his blood the tree of our liberty. 
Would to God he had lived to share with i\a its fruits ! " 
And immediately before the same occasion,'" when invited 
by the citizens of Camden to vi^it their town, he addressed 
them in the following words, which briefly and vigorously 
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express Washington's opinion of our hero : "Tonr gratefdl 
remembrance of thait excellent friend and gallant officer, the 
BaroD de Ealb, does honor to the goodness of your hearts. 
With your regrets I mingle mine for his loss, and to yoar 
praise I join the tribute of my esteem for his memory." 

At the opening of the third decade of the present century, 
the inhabitauts of Camden, and especially the Free Masons, 
of which fraternity Ealb had been a member, conceived the 
design of erecting a monument over his grave. The call 
issued by them met, tbroughout the State, with the moat en- 
thiisiastio reception and encouragement ; almost every citizen 
of South Carolina furnished hla contribution. Id 1825, al- 
though the requisite funds were not all collected, such pro- 
gress had been made that General Lafayette, th in on his visit 
to the United Slates, could be requested to lay the comer- 
stone. 

The invitation was accepted with great alacrity. On the 
8th of March, 1825, he arrived at Camden, and was received 
with public solemnities. The addresies made by and to him^ 
are extant; we extract the passages having special reference 
to Kalb, and to the inauguration of the monument.'" 

" Tour vidt to Camden," General N'ixon said, addressing 
himself to Lafayette, "excites subhme emotions; we live over, 
in fancy, the scenes of its early history ; though no splendid 
edifices, no ' gorgeous temples,' do ' cloud-capped ' turrets meet 
your eye, still there are associations connected with it more 
imposing than them all. li is seated on classic ground. Its 
haunts are consecrated by the shades of heroes ; its plains 
honored by thdr dust. Monuments of the Kevolution on all 
sides remind us of tiju deeds of our lathers. lu its bosom 
reposes General de K:ilb, year friend and companion in arms. 
11* 
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Inspired with a holy enthnuasm in the oaase of freedom and 
mankind, he buffeted witli you the stormBof a perilous ocean. 
With yon, he first touched American Boil in Carolina, and 
doubly saaotified it by his first vint and hia last sigh ; and 
yon are dow, in your old age, to deposit a atone oyer hisashes, 
which will speak to coming years. I know, sir, it will afford 
you a melancholy pleasure to pause and drop a tear at the 
heroes grave ; his spirit and yoar Washington's will commnne 
with yon there." 

Lafayette replied : " The congratulations of my fiienda 
on this happy visit to the State of Soath Carolina, cannot at 
any time or place be more affecting and honorable to me, than 
when offered by you, sir, in the name of the citizens of Cam- 
den and its vicinity, on this clasMO ground wbere, in several 
battles, my revolutionary brethren have fonght and bled ; and 
where, even on unlucky days, actions have been performed 
which reflect the highest honor on the name of which we are 
BO JQStly prond, the name of an American soldier. Such have 
been, «r, the able conduct as a commander, the noble fall as 
a patriot, of General de Kalb. Among my obligations to yon, 
I gratefully acknowledge yoor kindness in associating me to 
the tribute pud to the memory of a friend, who, as yon ob- 
serve, has been the early conSdant and companion of my de- 
votion to the American cause." 

The monument was inaugurated at noon of the succeeding 
day, the 9th of March, 1825. The prooesuon was headed by 
volunteer soldiery, followed by the Kershaw Lodge of Free 
MasonB of the town and vicinity. Then came the hearse 
with the ashes of Kalb. Six revolutionary officers bore the 
pall ; a war horse was led after them. Geneial Lafayette and 
Biiitc, revolutionary soldiers, the civil authorities and some of 
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tlie leading corporations of Camden, brought np the rear. At* 
the grave the remaioa of Ealb were inearthed with Masonio 
ceremonies, after which A. Blanding, Esq., the Superintendent 
of Public Buildings, addressed General Latajrette in some 
bnef remarks. 

" Tour fellow-citizens," he says, " who have contributed to 
the erection of this monument, request that you will place 
this stone over the remains of Major-general Baron de Kalb. 
To no hand can this office be so properly assigned as to yours. 
Ton reached our shores together, brethren in arms and 
friendship, actuated by the same honorable and disinterested 
motives, and, as fellow-soldiers, supporting in the field the 
cause of freedom, when our country, struggling for independ- 
ence, most needed your aid. You, General, have snrvived 
to witness the result of these labors in the happiness and 
prosperity of a widely-extended republic, whose liberal 
institutions are supported by a people wise and virtuous 
enough for self government, and who have thus confirmed 
the fond hope9 of your hearts, that the blood of the rebellion 
should not be shed in vain. The General whose remains lie 
before ns, was deprived of this enviable lot. He viewed in 
I^OBpeot only, the consequences of the conflict in which he 
so generously engaged, and nobly fell combating the op- 
pressors of our country. His life was the glorious sacrifice 
he offered to secure our republican institutions ; and this the 
manner in which we manifest our gratitude. May that union 
which has arisen out of the Revolution wliich you and he and 
your companions in arms achieved, be perpetual as the gran- 
ite which here commemorates his heroic virtues." 

To which the General replied : 

" The honor now bestowed upon me I receive with the 
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mingled emotions of patiiotiBin, gratitude, and friendahip, 
and like other honorable duties which aw^t me in the more 
uorthein part of the Union, I consider it aa being conferred 
on the revolutionary army in the person of a surviving gen- 
eral officer. 

" In that army, sir, which offered a perfect aasemblage of 
every civil and mihtary virtue, Major general Baron de Kdb 
has acted a conspicaons part. His able conduct, nndaoDted 
valor, and glorious fall in the first battle of Camden, form one 
of the remarkable traits of onr struggle for independence and 
freedom. He was cordially devoted to our American oanse, 
and while his public and private qualities have endeared him 
to his contemporaries, here I remain to pay to bis merits on 
this tomb, the tribute of an admiring witness, of an intimate 
companion, of a mourning friend." 

After this, Lafayette proceeded to lay the cornerstone 
of the monnment, which was not completed for some time 
afterward. The base is formed of twenty-su massive blocks 
of granite. Twenty-four of them bear, respectively, the 
names of the twenty-four States then composing the Union ; 
the twenty-fifth has the inscription, " Medus eato perpetu^ 
um/" and the twenty-sixth covers the ashes of the de- 
ceased. The monument itself consists of an obelisk of 
white marble fifteen feet high. On the dde which fronts 
south, on De Kalb street, are the words, " Here rest the 
remains of Baron de Kalb, a German by birth, a coemopoU- 
tan in his principles." On the north side, the inscription is : 
" In gratitudefor his zeal and services, the citizens of Cam- 
den hare erected this monument" Sisf side: "His love 
of Liberty induced him to leave the Old World to aid the 
citizens of the New in their struggle for Independence, 
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His dietrngnialied Lalent and many virtoes weighed with 
Congresa to appoint him Major- QenercU in their tevolntion- 
arj army." West side : " He was second in coromaiid in 
the battle fought near Camden on the 16th of August, 1780, 
between the British and Americans, and there nobly fell, 
covered with wounds, while gallantly performing deeds of 
valor in rallying the friends and opposing the enemies of his 
adopted country." '" 

How far the facts bear out the poetical license of this 
epitaph, the reader will have decided for himself from the 
perusal of the foregomg pages. The question presents itself, 
however, whether the motives of Kalb's action, aa we nnder- 
stand them, impdr his title to the gratitude of the Amer- 
ican people, and to an honored niche in the fone of history ? 
The answer will best be made from another brief retrospect 
of his life, which, the more it is examined in the light of his 
time and of the ideas by which that time was guided, becomes 
more and more divested of its adveaturous aspect, and stands 
disclosed as the product of morbid political conditions. 

Kalb was a native of a little German territory of the 
fifth magnitnde. At the time of Iub birth the prindpalJty 
of Brandenburg-Bay reuth, conlaining about 1,456 square 
nules, and one hundred thousand inhabitants, did homage to 
the margrave George William.'" It yielded him a revenue 
of some two hundred thousand dollars, being abont the 
annual income of a wealthy New York or London merchant. 
The rights of his subjects consisted, substantially, in the 
good pleasure of their lord and master, who, of course, 
looked to Versailles for his models, and revered the rouds 
of tile regency as his preceptors in the arts of living and of 
government. If anything distinguished the German prince 
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from the I^unsian noble, it was an ooca^onal freak of glut- 
tony relieving the roatine of Buper-refinpd luxnrioB. The 
Rpeoiea " homo " was never recognized as existing in say 
variety lower than that of the noble. The last but one of 
the margraves of Anspach-Bayrentb amused his mistress 
one day by shooting a chimney-sweep from his roof. She 
had expressed a curiotiity to see a man come down head 
foremost The widow of the murdered man appealed to his 
charity, and, in a moment of patriarchal benevolence, be 
indemnified ber with the gift of two dollars.'" When the 
native gentry would not snffice, French adventurers and 
vagabonds were imported to bring the splendor of the i^art 
upon an equality with those of neighboring potentates. 
George William's snccessor, the margrave Frederic (1735 to 
1763), known as the husband of the great Frederic's sister, 
whose accession coincides with Kalb's departure from his 
dominions, is a choice specimen of the race of petty mag- 
nates then maltreating the German people."* That the ex- 
penses of his bonsehold exceeded those of bis brother-in-law, 
is of comparatively little moment, as the personal wants of 
the great king were never equal to the salary of the mar- 
grave's chief conk or principal dancer ; bnt that the latter 
could equal, if not excel, all the apes of the Sybaritism of 
Louis XV., is of no little consequence in view of the niun- 
ber of his competitors in Bavaria, the Palatinate, and Wur- 
temberg, and of the narrow limits of his dotnaia I^ then, 
this contempt of all that w^as of native growth, and espe- 
cially of the native people, could thus display itself at a time 
when the victoiles of Frederic the Great had revived the 
self-respect of Germany, how degrading and demoralisdng 
must have been the yoke on the necks of earlier generational 
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AnA wbat more nstnrtd than that " the clasBee designed by 
Providence for Beiritude " Bhoold take flight from the body 
of this political and moral death 1 

That two hundred thousaiid dollars &iled to defray the 
expenses incident to snch a system of goveniment, requires 
no demonstration. Extraordinary rerennes bad to be pro- 
vided. A favorite resource of this description was the pra&t 
tioe of hiring out the Foldiers of the State — of which, in 
1730, Bayrenth had two re^ments of infuitry, a body of 
hnssars, and a mounted body-guai'd — to the maritime pow- 
ers, Holland and England, upon a valuable consi deration, 
which the phraseology of the times adomed with the title 
of a subsidy. The margraves of Bayreuth and Anspach en- 
gaged extensively in this lucrative business, which yielded 
them enormous sums for the support of their mistresses and 
dancers. Tbns, during the American Revolution, England 
pud for the use of 1,644 men of Anspach and Bayreuth — 
including a young lieutenant named Gneisenan, afterward so 
&mouB as a Prussian field-marshal — the sum of £805,400, or 
about 11,627,000. "• 

Had Kalb remtuned at home, his birth and lineage would 
have hopelessly excluded him from any career of military 
ambition higher than that of a corporal in one of the two 
regiments of his liege lord. Perhaps the latter would have 
sent him into foreign parts, like so many of his neighbors 
before and after him. Among the Anspach prisoners taken 
at Yorktown are two privates of the name of Kalb. Poiisi- 
bly they were nephews of the general I Or, more probably, 
our hero would have imitated the forward boys of whom the 
chamberlain tells Lady Milford, in Schiller's " Love and 
Intrigue," "* that they stepped forward and asked the colonel 
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vhat tlie prinoe asked for s yoke of men. " Bat," the n&r- 
rator oontianeB, " onr moat gracioun prince caosed all the 
regiments to bo paraded, and the blusterers to be shot We 
heard the crack of the rifles, and saw their brains- spattering 
on the pavement, and the vhole armj- shouted, ' Harrah for 
America 1 ' " There is no poetical license here. In these 
matters his most serene highness vas not at all to be trifled 
vith ; every soldier who showed the slightest disposition to 
resist was handonffed and shot down on the spot. At all 
events, Kalb's sound sense and independent way of thinking 
wonld have kept him off the list of those well-afiected 
soldiers of Bayreuth, who, after having mutinied on the 
march to America, and fired opon their officers, buret into 
tears at the sight of the potentate's august person, and 
marched quietly away.'" 

A State in duodecimo, like the Bayreuth of that period, 
where the individual has no attraction but that of brute force 
to &6ten him to the body politic, where t}ie inhabitants bave 
not a single higher interest in common, and where the pay- 
ment of taxes and blind obedience are the sum of human 
life — a parish pound like this is not a country, and can never 
arouse the sentiment of patriotism or national honor. In 
snch a spot, woe to the unfortunate who even dares to think I 
His convictions will either involve him in hopeless collisions 
with the existing powers, or banish him from the threshold . 
of his youth, to find elsewhere a scojie for his energies. It 
is the same love of action, so shamefully fettered at home, 
which to this day drives so many of the flower of the Ger- 
man youth from the home of their fiiihera into foreign land& 
The captivity of the Gorman mind in the manacles of these 
petty despots is best depicted in the sublimated schoolmas- 
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ters and sickly Titans of a fellow-countryman of Kalb'a — 
Jean Paol, *' the Jeremiah of his people." Kalb's rupture 
vith Bayreath, America has, at all erents, no reason to de- 
plore. 

The French absoludsm of the day was precisely identical 
in snbstance with that of Germany, its undoubted offspring; 
but its exterior was more grand and imposing. Even at this 
time the same relation Bnbsiste between France and Ger- 
many as has obtained for two hundred years. The German 
of the present day enjoys a larger measure of personal and 
political liberty than the Frenchman under Louis Napoleon ; 
bat while the national force of Germany is broken, and its 
. living energies frittered away iu consequenoe of the division 
into petty principalities, the French subject takes comfort at 
the thought that he is feared abroad, and that his country is 
the political arbiter of Europe. A State of thirty-six mil- 
lions of inhabitants of a single nationality finds work to do 
for every able man, be he of native or of foreign birth, be 
he trained in the arts of peace or in those of war. It rouses 
the ambition and energy of the individual, and provokes that 
keen encounter of the wits which precedes every great 
exploit and brilliant success. A pigmy kingdom, on the 
other hand, must not, for its own safety, suffer any greaturas 
to flourish ; it is itself a caricature, an object of contempt 
and derision to all who are not themselves its victims. 

No sooner had Kalb made his way into the French ser- 
vice, than bis cfa.tnces of success and advancement were the 
same with those enjoyed by the natives of the country. 
The Bourbons even fiivored the foreign regiments, which, as 
we have seen in the second chapter, they drew from every 
nation, regarding them as afToi'ding, in ease of need, a pro- 

DiailizodbvGoO^It: 



I.17E OF EA.LB. 



teotion against their own people — a forethought partly justi- 
fied at the breaking out of the French revolution. The 
ahsolntiBm of the eighteenth centnry made use of every 
instrument that came to its hand, never stopping to inquire 
into origin or character. ImpHcit obedience was the one 
thing needftd; by whom that obedience was rendered was 
of no sort of consequence. The deapotism of that century 
was, in this respect, less prejudiced and more liberal than 
most of the democratic republicn of our day, because it 
never considered any interests except its own ; while every 
oitizeu of a republic is prone to imagine that it is in part the 
fuDCtion of his Government to furnish him or his conDections 
with office, and therefore to draw distinctions calculated to 
reduce the number of competitors. 

The idea of nationality had scarcely been conceived at 
that time ; the omnipotence of Government obliterated all 
varieties of language and extraction. The feudal traditions 
were melted in the whiter heat of centialized power. Hence 
arose the tendency of the foreign nobility to migrate to 
France, and the corresponding dispositjon of the French 
gentry to seek their fortunes abroad. 

Kalb accordingly did no more than to conform to the 
prevailing practice in going where the regular migratory 
current of his countrymen led the way ; indeed, he had a 
stronger inducement than most of them, as his birth cut off 
all lope of a successful career at home. To understand this 
state of things most thoroughly, the titled ordem of the last 
century should be compared with the heavy speculators of 
the present. The great merchant, also, has no country. He 
is as ready to remove &om Hamburg to 8aD Francisco, or 
from Tiew York to Shanghai and Calcutta, as a nobleman 

D,a,l,zt!dbvG00gli: 



LIFB or KALB. 259 

of that period was to quit tha service of France or Sweden 
for that of the emperor or the sultan. Honor and renovn 
are the pursuit of the one ; wealth and fortune, which confer 
power and influence, are the quest of the other, l^tles and 
capital are at home wherever any conquest is to be made of 
lands or honors, money or power ; they renonnce their 
nationality without a pang, and sometimes even change their 
religion for the sake of preferment. Who, for instance, 
conld name the country of the Rothschilds? They are 
entirely denationalized. Many of these titled aod untitled 
Argonauts return from their expeditions, while others take 
root in the soil of their adoption, and still others flit for a 
time from port to port before reaching their permanent des- 
tination. As every modem seaport has its pioneers of com- 
merce, who fail in engrafting themselves on the stock of the 
mercantile hierarchy, and who " never make anything," 
because lacking either in pliancy or discretion, but who, at 
the same time, are not to be extinguished by any amoont 
of ill luck, and as these cmeaders of profit, who are only at 
ease in the fiercest struggles of the market, often accident- 
ally become the lights of a new phase of the history of 
trade, or, at least, thrust the age a step in advance of where 
tbey found it, so the last century had its military adven- 
turers, refugees to-day and prime-ministers to-morrow, who 
conquered a throne at the sword's point only to exchange it 
for a debtor's prison ; modern kiiigbts-errant, who subju- 
gated whole kingdoms, and, though they perished miserably, 
yet lived to inaugurate histoi-ical developments. Characters 
of this last description form the exception, not the rule ; but 
tbey spring from the c ommon ongin of old tradition and 
immemorial custom, and bear the most marked impress of 
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their time. Tliese paladins of the sword are tbe last de 
§oetidanta of the knights-errant and coodottieri of the 
Middle Ages. This is the spirit that drives them over the 
vorld, not, as modern enthosiastB are apt to imagine, on 
a philosophical search for the best of govenunente, or with 
the de«gn to devote their swords to the greatest good of 
the greatest number, bnt generally without any settled pur- 
pose, bent n|)on tm aotive life and the acquisition of fame 
and fortune. 

It is the oharaoteristic of great historical epochs, that do 
ooe oao refuse to be oonceraed in them, that the iadividual is 
drawn, consciously or UDOonscionsly, into the circle of their in' 
fluenoe, and forced, often contrary to his character and dis- 
position, to wear their livery. Kalb was such an of&pring of 
bis age, and his companiou Lafayette was no less so. The 
same ship, named as if in commemoration of their common 
purpose, " la Victoire, " which brought them to the new 
world, brought the last of the coodottieri, and the last of the 
kaights-erraut ; and without them, be it well observed, the 
triumph of the new system would have been impossible^ 
Both mean to fight for the republic, and both, though acta- 
ated by different motives, stake their lives on the issue. The 
younger voyager, tbe kmght-errant, yearns for the fairest o:' 
the fiur, the Dulcinea which the sentimentalists of Europe 
then sought in the backwoods of America, under the names 
of Nature, Liberty, and the Rights of Man. The elder has 
more of reality in his projects, and b satisfied with the oon> 
sciousnees of action and eoterprise, without much caring for 
its ultimate purpose. Neither of them attained the goal of 
his desires. The one was fortDuate in guning the friendship 
of the greatest and best of Americans, who, himself a model 
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of all the finest graces of the Teutonic charaoter, corrected 
the young Frenchman's volatile ambition, and enabled him to 
become " the hero of two continents." The other fell nobly 
fighting on the field of the soldier's honor, happy in the 
acddent which identified this honor with the interests of 
freedom. The struggling colonies were always of secondary 
importance to his ambition ; they furnished Kalb with the 
opportunity to display his devotion to the French king, from 
whom he expected more substantial reward and recognition 
of his efforts in their behalt In his eyes they were but the 
steps of the ladder of fame and distinction on which he de- 
sired to moDut for the purpose of achieving in France still 
higher honors and benefit. 

Kalb was a soldier, and in every respect a man of honor 
in the military sense and spirit of his tima If his motives 
have been variously misconstrued and distorted, the fault lies 
not with him, but with the unsound idealism of his contem- 
poraries. He had uo predilection for the service of the foreign 
flag ; but he performed his whole and full duty aa a man of 
honor and conscience. That the hope of pecnniary g^n did 
not draw him across the ocean, is but too evident, when it is 
borne in mind that at that time the United States were strug- 
gling to avoid extinction, that the half of a general's pay was 
required to liquidate a barber's fee, while the price of a sad- 
dle horse absorbed the emoluments of five or ten years. Add 
to this the almost intolerable privations, the absence of all 
opportunity for distinction, and the jealous if not hostile de- 
portment of the native officers, and it must be conceded that 
a situation like this is to be endured only by men actuated by 
higher motives, whether of patriotism and ambition, or of 
manly pride and a sense of duty. 
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Eaib beloDgs to the last-named class ; he waa a military 
realist, and, as sach, perrect. His futhfnlness in the aerrice, 
and his anboonded devotion to the cause, not only oompsrea 
most &vorably with the ener^ of the oatiTe revolationaiy 
generals, bat even excels them in iron fortitude. The War 
of IndependeDce produced many able and patriotic leaders, 
men whose names will shine in imperishable glory to the end of 
all history ; but among the officers of the highest grade two 
only se^ed their oaths of feally with thdr blood. These two 
generals were foreigners. One of them, Kichard Montgomery, 
the Irishman, stanched his youthful heroism on the snow-dad 
heights of Quebec, while the other, a veteran of sixty years, 
John Kalb, the German, breathed his last under the well-ni^ 
tropical son of South Carolina. He died for the honor of the 
American arms, fanning with his latest breath the valor of 
his men. If he could not restore the day, he rescued the &ir 
fame of the republican troops, shamefully abandoned by the 
commanding general. 

At this proud moment we take leave of onr hero. In the 
national musenm of France at Versailles his bust is preserved 
among those of the illustrious men of the country. Yet his 
virtues were of the Teutonic stamp; the unbending energy, 
the &ithfulneBs in the discharge of duty, and the dauntless 
courage which are manifested in all the vicissitudes of bis 
career, were not the Aruits of bis foreign travel, but the in- 
gredients of his Franoonican mother's milk. Germany has 
never advanced her ol^ras on his renown, yet he has honored 
her name under the most difficult circumstances. South Car- 
olina has raised a monument to perpetuate his memory, but 
the great republic for whose independence he sacrificed his 
life, has almost forgotten his name and s 
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It was therefore a welcome and saered duty he owed to 
bis conntrymeD which induced the aathor to represent Kalb 
in the light of his time, and to revive bis memory in tbe 
heart of the preseut generation. 
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NOTES. 



1. This version of Kalb's eitraolion is bo ditunetrieally opposed to 
all the opinions bitherto reoeived, that it will be necessary to state at 
large how the knowledge of tbe facts here stated was obtained. The 
MSS. received from Milon la Chapelle include two writings which 
mention Huetteadorf as the birtlipkce of General £alb. One of them 
is a nertificate given the 22d of June, 179S, bj tbe Prussian ambassador 
at Paris, M. Alphonse de Sandoz-Rolliu, in which EV.& Ealb, as a eon 
of Major-general Ealb, who was horn in Huettendorf, in the margrn- 
vist« of Bayrenth, is claimed as a Prussian subject (Bayreutli hav- 
ing been incorporated with ihat monarchj in December, 1791). Tbe 
other is a copy of the marriage certificate of April 10, 1794, setting 
forih that ^* Jean de Kali>, ehmalitr,fiUdv,fev.Jean Leonard de Kalb, 
BBIONEUB DE EuBrTBKDOHF, et de dame Marguivite Seitz, Tie d Buet- 
tendorf dan* le margrauiat de Bayreuth" is married to Anna Eliza- 
beth Emilie van Robais at the Dutch emiia'isy in Paris. These doon- 
ments making it certain that Hnettendorf was the birthplace of the 
general, it only remained to ascertain the year of his birth, which 
was sometimes given as I7I7, and a;:ain as 1732. I therefore coni- 
mnnicated these facts t.i a friend of mine then living at Eriangea, 
near Huettendorf, Professor L. "K. Aegidi, and requested him to have 
the date of Kalb's birth extracted fi-om the chnrch register. Mr. 
Aegidi soon discovred that Huettendorf neither had, nor ever had 
had, either a manor house or a clmrcli, and therefore referi'ed to Pas- 
tor Reoknagel, of Kirchennurach, which inclodes Huettendorf in its 
parochial limits, and, withont making any mention of the Christian 
names of the parents, Bimi>ly requested a stntemeot of the birthday 
of John de Kalb, born at Huettendorf at some time between the 
years 1717 and 1732. Mr. Kecknag^l had the goodness to atite, in 
answer to this inquiry, that ibere never liKd been a bantnial family 
of de Kalb in Huettendorf, bnt that there id still a family of wealthy 
yeomen Ibere of the name of Kalb. At the time inquired of there 
liad been a farmer, John Leonard Ealb, who, with his wife Margaret 
12 
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Seiz, bod begottan three sons, ooe of whom, named John, wai born 
the 29th of Jnne, 1731. The correspondence of the gi»en and irar- 
names, omitting only the "de" and the "seigneur," is perfeot. 
Throngh the kindness of Dr. George Kapp, Superior Oonsistorial 
Oonncillor at Munich, I was snbsequentlj enabled to direct a more 
detailed luqnirj to Mr. Reoknagel, which was answered to the effect 
that the meraorj of the grand-nnole who had become famous in 
Amerioa is still green in the familj, and that a number of dt-aoend- 
ants uf the general's brothera are still living nenr Hueitendorf, Bach 
OS Cimrad Kalb, farmer in Hnettendorf, John Ealb, farmer in Gibigen- 
h»f nexr Nuremberg, John Kalb, landlord and master baker in 8ta- 
doln near Nuremberg, and Elias Ealb, optician at Nuremberg. This 
welcome and unexpected disoloBure uf coarse indnced me to redonble 
tny exertions in ferreting out the origin of the geniral, whom I, too, 
had previoualj taken for a baron. Mj Mend, Aegidi, helped me to 
Still another correapondeuce, which had been conducted bj the gen- 
eral's widow and yonngest son with their Geniiaa kindred between 
the years ITSl and 1803. Mr. Philip Feust, stndent of law at Erlan- 
gen, hud the goodnea^ to furniah me with an exact copy of these 
twelve letters. The pernsal of these papers mast dissipate everj re- 
lotuning doubt of Ealh's real extraction. That these letters are gen- 
aine ia bejond a doubt; because, in the first plncc, ihe family at 
llaettendorf hnd not the most remote interest in forging suoh a oor- 
respondenre, nor even, in all probability, the skill to fabricate it; 
secondly, they are con-olKirated by the Bev. Mr. Beaknagel's official 
extracts from the parish records ; and, finally, all the names, dates, 
and persons mentioned in the letters tally with the facts and individ- 
tiala set forth by the French and Amerionn sonroes of information at 
my disposal The oldest of these letters are given in the Appendix, 
and speak for themselves. 

For tlie sake of oumpleteneax, it may be added that, aft«r n lung 
interruption, Ealb's youngest son, Elie or Elijah, resumed the corre- 
spondence with John Ge Tge Ealb in March, 1801, from Eippenberg, 
near Brug, on the Hur. He had in the mean time assumed the name 
of Elius von Kell, and liad become an eoaign in die Anstrian infantry 
regimt-nt of Count Erbacb, a circHmatnnce which is mentioned sev- 
eral timeo in my French anthoritiea. '^Seien Sie tersiehti't, 171*171 liehiter 
S&rr Vetter," he sftys, '' dan Uh Kahm Anteil an dem Tod Ihrer 
iVaa Sehlieh n«Am«, od«r Si» muettten mich Sehr mtsikennen, war 8U 
nieit dU SehKuter meintt luben tattm f " " Be assured, my dearest 
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eonrin, that I sjmpatbize sincerelj with joxt in tlie death of jonr 
tainted wife, or jon would greatly ml^ndge me, was nhe not the ■!»■ 
ter of my denr father? " 

On the 2d of June, 1802, Elie, now promoted to the rank of a 
lieutenaut, infortng " bis true friend and ooiisiri " John George Kalb, 
of Stadling, that his patrimony had been restored to liim, and diat he 
tiriipoaed to retnrn to France by way of Stadling, This ends the 
coi'i'eBpondence between the two. Young Kalb returns to his home, 
uiihont giving bimself any further trouble about his couun, who had 
befriended him in lime of need. Early in the year 1808, John 
George Kalb inquired of Mr. Burthardt, of B^le, a friend of the 
family, what had beoime of liis cousin. Burkhardt replies on the 24th 
of February, 1803, that Elie de Kalb had recently married, and was 
living quietly at Milon la Chapelle near CheTrenBe, a statement which 
agrees preoi^'ely with the pedigree, on the faith of which the American 
Government paid Elie de E^b's claims to his daughter. Mr. Burk- 
hardt (toncludes biii letter to John George Kalb by saying, "In my 
opinion the silence of M. de Kalb toward lipase who so kindly 
Uiok him by the hand in the year of the emigration, is not to be 
excused." 

Thus for the oorrespoudence, which to me appears to place the 
idei.tily of General Jean Baron de Ealb with the peusant boy John 
Kalb, beyond all mnnner of doubt. The baronial family of the de 
Ealbs of Rheinheim had become extinct in the middle of the aixtoenth 
oeiitury. Of the Barons Ealb of Ealbsrieth, bat a single branch 
survived at the time of die birth of oar hero. That he was not of 
their kith is manifest from the answer given by Henry de Enib, after- 
ward the husband of Sehiller's friend, Charlotte de Ealb nit 
Ostheimb, then a cnptain in the French regimt^nt Deaxponts, to 
General Washington. This M. de Kalb, with his regiment, took part 
in the French eipeJiiion to America, and distinguished himself at the 
idege nf Yorktown. When presented to Washington, the first question 
of the Istter was, whether he was connected with General de Ealb, 
who had recently &llen at Oainden! Henry de Ealb an^iwered that 
he did noi know him, had never seen him, and never heard of him. 
(t have this foot from an oral communication by Miss Eddn de Ealb, 
of Beriln, the daughter of Henry and Charlotte.) That the general 
never received a French patent of nobility, is proved by the ciroum- 
•tauce that he figures in the army lists as Jean de Kalb i^m the 
moment of hia first appearance as a young Itentet^ant tn 174S. 
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5. This Btatemaot is made hy Kalb himself In a memorial handed 
totheHBrqniHde Montejnartl the 19th of 8eptambor, 17TS, and to 
tli« Prince de Ifontbarey, the Slat of Aagnst, 17TB. I find it, like all 
the aabseqaeoi data relative to bis promutioo in tbe armj, Qaqnali* 
fiedlj conSmied b; Kalb'a £tat de termee in the French miDistry of 
war, the papers of which were examined for me through the kind 
interrendoD of H. Louis Tribert. 

8. Geeohiobte der Revolntionszeit, bj Henrj von Sjbel, voL L, 
p. M, 

4. Sea Appendix 11,, where t)ie reader maj advance his ttoAj of 
tbe maoneraaodnioralBof tbeiast oentarj, bjpemung some esiraots 
from letter* of Eaib's colleagaee and comrades on tbe sabject dis- 
cQBsed in the text., 

6. Eaib's MS. papers (Naohtmnnn), from which the narrative at 
the close of the chapter is extracted. 

5. F. W. Barthold's "Die geschichtliohen Peracenlichlteiten in 
Jakob Oasanova's Memoiren," Berlin, 1846, II., 130, 181. SchlosMr'a 
"Oesohiobte deals Johrhunderts," IT., 866. Bow mooh even tbe 
mort high I J -educated German prince^ who fonglit on the side of 
their oonntry, were imbned witb French thonghle and feelings, 
appears from a remark made bj the Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick, 
recorded in Boiegelin's mannscript notes of bis ccnversaiions with 
Ferdinand, and quoted in both of the works above cited. 

" Mau, MontUvT, me ditait le prince, il n'y a pa* d'offleier 

general en AlUirmgne, guelgtu graTid teignear qu'll leit, qui tie m 
regarddt eommt trit-heureux de poutoir jiaeter av terviee de Franee. 
Quel ionhew defaire In guerra oKee det Prar^aie et de titra avee «ux 
d Parit pendant la paix I Ge n^ett pat pour tov* faira un eompJi- 
ment, ee n'eit point ptuve que vow itee Franfau, que je voru conjure, 
qu'iln't/apatvnpanaiitcvt, qvinefatenehantedeiemir en ^ance.'" 

7. Eiitoire de» Trovpa itraTigirei au nemiee de Franee, par Engine 
Fieffi, effmmii prineipal avx arehivee du miniitire de la guerre, 3 vol. 
Paris, 1854, I., pp. 398-271. The passage translated in tbe text U 
fonnd in volaiue I., pp. S83-28G. Also Schloezer's Correspondence 
XIV., 103-107. The work first cited is panicnlsrlj rich in materials 
on this topic, and is an nnintentloniil but scathing denunoiation of 
the pettj sovereignty and seedj ni>bilitj of Geruiauj during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. No German not entirelj 
oallone to the honor of his oonntr; con read Fieff^'s book wiUioot 
burning shame and indignation. 
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8. Ealb's MS. papers (Nachtmaan). 

9- Arohenliolz's History of tbe Seven Tears' War, I,, 284, 

10. Kalb's US. papers (Kaohtmatm). 

11, Ibidem. 
IS. Ibidem. 
IS. Ibidem. 

14. "C/ioUeulwtd trine Zeit, von Kurd von Schheur." Berlin, IBS'! , 
p. 12S. 

10. Boqjamin Franilin's Works, by JaredSparks, Vn.,857, where 
be writes from London, Angost 28, 1767, to hia son William : 

" De (Jueroby, the French ambaaaador, is gone home, and Mr. 
Dnrand is left Minister Plenipntflntiary. He is extremely onrions to 
inform himself in the affairs of America, pretends to have a great es- 
teem for me on acooant of the abilities shown in m; examination, has 
desired to have all my politioal writings, invited raetodioe with him, 
was very inqnisitive, treated me with great civilities, makes me 
Tisits, Ac" 

" [ fancy that intrigning nation wonld like very well to meddle 
on occasion and blow ap the coals between Britain and the uoloni^s, 
bnt I hope we shall give them no opportnnity." 

Ifl. George Bancroft's History of the United States, TL, 26, and 
fbrther on, at page 67. 

17. French archives (ministry of foreign affairs). From this docn- 
ment on to the Ealb's Boston letter of May 2, 17S8, in the next chapter, 
copies in the possession of Mr. Bancroft, for the loan of which I am 
indebted to him. 

18. New York Gazette and Weekly Mercury, Febmary 8, 1768, 
firom which jonrnsl the acconnt of the accident is taken. 

19. French archives (ministry of war), procured through the kind 
assiatsnoe of Mr, John Bigelow, pi^oe 26. 

20. Thomaijeffitrton, par Corjielisdt Witt, troisiini«ldition,Faria, 
1601, pp. 427, 446, and Mr. Bancroft's copies from the archives of the 
ministry of foreign affairs, 

21. French arcliives (ministry of war), pi^ce 66. 

23. Friedrich von Raamer, " Seitraege tur Ifewrtn Gaehiehtt" 
(1T63-1788), Leipsie, 1839, 11 , 168. 

88. Kalb's MS. papers (Nnuhtraann). 

S4. BUgraphU UaherulU, article " BroglUJ" The letter itself 
is appended. 

26. Banoroft's Hist <ry of the TTnited States, vol. VIII., pp. 828- 
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U4, where is to be fonod the firat dear and aathnntio exporiUon of 
the matter treated in the tezL It is the more importuit to keep 
theae points in view, aa the plain £acta have been muoh Retorted b; 
the oontradiotorj ezaggeratioas of Deane, Beanniarohais, Lee^ and 
dn Condray , each of whom was aoiioQB to appropriate the merit of 
having aent the mnnitiona of war. 

26. DiplomataoOorrespondeaoeoftheKeYolation, bj Jared Sparks, 
vol. I., pp. 71, B6, 97, 88. 

27. Eogliah arohivea, S. P. O. France, vol. 497. I am indebted 
for this letter to the kindneea of Ur. Gen. BanorofL Storntond, it is 
tme, apells Kalb'a name In the text " Ooll>£ ; " bat the identitj of 
Ealb with Oolbi ia established, apart &om all other oonsiderationa, 
bj the faot that the latter is called a son-in-law of the well-known 
van Robais, ancf that Holtzendorf is named as bis companion. 

28. Interesting parttonlars relative to the fiiilare of this expedition 
are found in " SeavmareAMt et ton tempt," par de LoraShie, toL III.j 
pp. 160-160, which, b;-the-bye, is cited in the test in the Eogliab 
tranalation by Henry S. Edwards, London, 180G. 

39. DiploniaUo Correspondence, vol. I., p. 101. 

SO. Papers ia relation to the case of SJas Deane, Philadelphia, 
1865. 

81, G2. Kalb's HS. papers (Kachlmann). 

88, MB. memorial of Dnbois Martin, in tlie Maryland Historical 
Society in Baltimore, Portfolio No. 9. The Btatemeota of tliis in- 
teresting docament are to be received with great caution, oot only 
becanse they were made for the purpose of attracting tbe attention 
of Larayctte, at tlie time of bis visit to this ootintTj in 1834, to the 
grandiloquent author, who waa then living at Baltimore in straitened 
droD instances, but also because Dubois speaks of many things aa aa 
eye-witneaa, which he could only have learned from heuraaj. 

84. This and the following sketch are baxed upon the letters of 
Kslb to bis wife, which I have found in Ejill>'« MS. papers (Milon la 
Ohapelle), and which are tbe more reliable as they narrate the littls 
incidents of almost every day, without any thonght of pnblication. 

86. Lafiiyeite to Mr^. Gejmneller. See Appendix YIIL 

8fl, 37. Raamer, v6t mp. TV., 2S1, 2S2, and 242. 

88. Washington's Writings, by Jared Sparks, V„ 449. 

89. Ealb'B US. papers (Uilon la Ohapelle), letter of Jnne 80, 
1777. 

40. Washington State Department Papers, Yolame No. lU, 
p. 806. 
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41. Life of Stsaben, bj Friedrich Knpp, New fork, 18S8, p. 627. 
43. Jonrnals of Oongresa (Duolap's Edition), III., S7B. 

43. Ibid., m., 370. 

44. Ibid., Ill, 823. 

45. Ibid., m., 894. 

46. Diplomatio Oorreapoadenoe of the KevolatioD, I., 295. See 
Append iz IX. 

47. Uemoirs of SSgnr, vol. I. 

48. Department of Stat* Papers, Waahington, toI. " de Ealb." 

49. JoarnalB of Oongress, III. The reaolutios is printed in tba 
Appendix X. 

50. Ealb'e MS. papers (Milon la Cbapelte). 

51. Joornals of OuDgress, III., Session of October 4tb. See Ap- 
pendix X, 

52. Ealb to bta wife, Ealb's MS. papera (Uiloa la Ohapelle). 
58. Wanhingtoa'a Writings, V,, p. 204. 

54. Ibid., pp. 157 and 167. 

56. This and the following letter from Ealb to Broglie, of the 
year 1777, are foond in the French miniPtry of foreign affairs, where 
thej w«re copied b; Mr. George BancfifD. Mr. Bigelow afrerward 
had the same letters copied for me in the ministry of war. Brog^ie 
acted evidently as a go-between with Tergeones, St. Germain, and 
Kalb, or bis letters wtmld hardly have got into the archives of the 
ministriea of war and of foreign affairs. 

56. Commanloated to me by the kindness of Mr. George H. Moore, 
from the LaoreDs Mannsoript papera in the possession of Mr. Event 
Dayokinct. 

67. Lafayette's letter of acceptance to Oongrees, dnted January 
81,1778; fonnd in the Washington State Department Uannscript 
Papers, vol. 1B6, pp. 7, etc. 

68. Gates' instrnctions are foond at tlie same place, toL 166, 
pp. 56 «t leg. 

69. Ealb'a MS. pnpeia (Milon la Ohapelle). 

60. WaahlngtoD Ii-ving's IJfe of Washington, III., 882. 

St. Gates' MS. papers, in the posaeiisioD of the New York His- 
torical Society, vol, 12, 

82. Ibid., vol. 18. 

68. Revolntionary Oorrespondence, by Jared Bpark^ toL H., 
pp. 98, 94. 

M. Life of Stenben, bj Friedrioh E:ipp, p. 18B. 
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66. Wasbington's Writingn, V., 860. 

80. The oath ia fonad in the Artnjr RetarnB, Ko. 37, Oatha of 
AUegianoe, Q. 17, vol. L, No. 10, in the Wasliington Btata Depart- 
ment, and Bevolationaiy Orders of General Wasbingtoa, bj Henry 
Whiting, New York, 1844, p. 80. 

67. Letter from Kalb to Oolonel Pettit, AeriBtant Qoartermaster- 
fieDeral, dated September 22, 1778, kindlj cominaiiioat«d to me in 
US. hj Dr. Spragae, of Albaaj. 

68, 69. Ealb's MS. papers (Uilon la ObapeUe) ; the letters 
■re addressed to hEs wife. 

70. Washington's Writings, VI., p. 126. 

71. Ealb's MS. papers (Milon la Chapelle). 
73. Washington's Writings, VI., 268. 

7S, 7i, and 76. Ealb's MS. papers (Milon la Ch^wlle). 
7B. Life of Steuben, by Friedrich Eapp, New York, 1669, pp. 22S- 
281. 

77. Ealb here qaotes Virgil witlioot having the book at hvid, and 
naturally commits a few slips of memory. If the reader desires fully 
to appreciate the beanty of this most poetical comparison, and iis 
telling application to the position in which Kalb then fonnd himself, 
let him turn to Virgil's ^neid, m., 254, 257, and VII., 110-116 and 
134-184, which conttun the propheoies of Celaeno, and their fulfii- 

78. Life of Frederick William von Stenben, by Friedrich Eapp, 
New York, 1859, p. 706. 

79. Lossing'a Pictorial Field-Book of the Revolution, I., 817. 

80. Ealb's MS. papers (Milon !a Chapelle), letters dated I>eoem< 
ber 7, 1779, January 1, 20, and 26, and Fehrnary 12, 1780, 

81. Life of Stenben, by Friedrich Eapp, p. 339, 
8S. Washington's Writings, by Sparks, VL, 418. 

83. Ibid., p. 487. 

84. Ibid., p. 418. 

85. See Revolutionary Correspondence, IL, 40i, 415. 

86. Ibid., IL, p. 480. 

87. Washington's Writings, VI., 494. 

S8. Revolntioosry Oorrespondence, II., 460. 

89. Washington's Writing?, VII., 7. 

90. Ibid., p. 16. 

91. Ibid., p. 10. 

92. A Narrative of the Oainpaign of 1780, by Colonel 0. H. Wil 
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liams, Adjntttnt-Oeneral. This journey of one of the ablest offloere 
of the Revolntion ia printed as an appendix to JohDston'E Sketches of 
the Life and CorrespoDdence of Nstlianael Greene, Ohnrleston, 1883, 
vol. IV., pp. 485-607, and m the Talneleas little biograpliy of General 
Greene, by W. G. Simms, New York, 1860, pp. 8B9-888, It U one of 
the most important diicnmenta in the history of the aontliera cam- 
paign of General Ealb, whose a:ljalant Williams then was. Both 
before and after this period Colonel WilliamH served as inspector ; he 
stood high in Ealb'e confidence and esteem. I ahaU have frequent 
occasion to cite him hereafter, and in so doing, shall refer to the pag- 
ing in Simms' book, that being the more familiar and accessible of 
the two. 

93. Revolutionary Correspondence, 11., <L48. 

04. Diary of Chiiatopher Marshall in Philadelphia (US.), com- 
manicated by William Dnane, Esq., of that eity. 

95. Gates' HB. papers, vol. XVII. The letter here quoted also 
famishes the data of Kalb's jonrney from Philadelphia to Petersburg. 

96. Revolutionary Correspondence, II., 371. 

97. 98. Kalb's MS. papers (Milon la Ohapolle). 
99, 100. Williams' Narrative, pp.360, 361. 

101. Washington Irving's Life of Washington, 8to edition, IV., 76. 

102, 103. Gates' MS. papers, vol. 17. 

104. The recital from Gates' arrival in camp to the close of the 
chapter is literally extracted from Williams' Narrative. 

106. Ibid., and General Orders from July 26, 1780, 10 Angnst 16, 
1780, US. in possession of the Historical Society of Maryland in 
Baltimore, to which I am particnlarly indebted for precision in datea. 

108. Gates' MS. papers, vol. XVIL 

107. Williams, vii iiip. 2. General Gist's Order Book (in poe- 
seasion of the Historical Society of Maryland in Baltimore, where 
I examined it), and Henry Lee'a Memoirs of the War in the Southern 
Department, Washington, 1827, p. 8B. 

108. Williams, vhigup. 

109. Stedman's Amerioan War {8vo edition), II., 229-228. 

110. History of the Campaign of 1780 and 1781 in the Southern 
Provinces of North America, by LieDt..ooloner Tarleton, London, 
1787, p. 99. 

111. Williams, vH tup., and Smith's Ifemoir of Baron de Ealb^ 
^17. 

112. Thatcher's Military Journal, p. 206. 

12* 



^oiizodbyGoogle 



lis. OoiTMpondeaoe of Charles, first U&rqals CornwallU, b; 
CbBrlee Rnta, io 8 vols., London, Jolin Hnrraj, ISSQ, L, pp. 5S, 66, & 
eompiktion which, so fu- u American sffiiirs are ooncemed, ii ez- 
tiemol/ 8up?rfli]ial and wDriblees. 

114. Stedmao, vbi ti^., p. 330, 981. 

lis. Williania, ubimp. 

110. The aooonnt of th« battle is foanded huIdIt on the report 
of WiUiaiDB, an eye-wimeiM, whose testimooj, however, is oODfirmed 
h; all th« aotliodtieB oa both Bides. 

117. WilliatiiB, Thatcher, and Garden relate the death of Eslb in 
the same terms; it vonld seem, indeed, as if the latter tiro writers 
had copied from the former, who was an eye-witness. 

116. Correspondence of Comwallis, I., p. BG. 

110. Wheeler'M History of North Can.Jina, II., 154. Hnmphrey 
Hunter's aocount, there followed, is adopted by me in so far only u 
he speaks as an eye-witness. What he gives from hearsny bears in- 
ternal marks of improbability, and is at variance with the statements 
of better observerB. 

120. Maryland Journal, 1760, aod J. Spear Smith's Memoir, al- 
ready cited, p. 26. 

121. BeToIutiODary Correspondence, Ilf., 7S ; Gates' MS. papers 
and Washington's Writings, VU., 289, 285. 

122. Kesolutions and Acts of Congress, TI., 214 (Danlap's Edi- 
tion). 

138. Colonel Nicholss Rogers, of Baltimore, to Genernl Henry 
Lea. See Appendix XV., where the letter is printed in eeUnso. 

124. I am indebted for the first pedigree of the descendants of 
Kalb to J. CaroU Brent, Esq. of Washington, for many years the so- 
licitor of the family before Congress. The data there given are con- 
firmed by an essay written by the son of Elie de Ealb in 1629, and 
found in the papers of Milon la Ciiapelle. The kieet additions were 
famished by Mr. J. Naohtmann, tlie estnblisbed friend of the family. 
Bee Appendix, where the summary of the parents, brothers, and sis- 
ters of Kalb, furnished by the Rev. M..Recknagel, is also given. 

12JS. Statement by Elie de Ealb in bis oontemporary letter to liis 
kinsman in Franconia (wiib which 1 have been favored by PhiKp 
Feast, Esq., stndent of law), borne ont by the family papers at Milon 
la Chapel le. 

12Q. I am indebted for the particalarB of this grant of laiids to 
the kindness of Alfred Sohuecking, Esq., of Washington, who at- 
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tempted, shortl; before the year 18S0, to recover the lud for the 
funilr, which wnold hare been an easy matter at that dmej bat 
vhioh waa jrustrated bj the beirs of Kalb themselves. 

137. The varione oommiitee reporta on this matter were kind); 
presented to me by J. Oaroll Brent, Esq. Thej are Report No. 1B4, 
Slat Oongresa, first session, House of Representatives, Uarch 88, 1860, 
and Report No. 193, 33d Oongress, first session. House of Representa- 
tives, Febroarj 6, 1664. From them I have taken the statements of 
the text. 

136. Oongresdonal Globe, Yol. XXX., 33d Oongress, second see- 
aioD, pp. 66, 260, S20, 36T. 

139. Waahington's Writings, XII., p. 200. 

130. An accurate description of all the solemnities observed on 
this occasion, and the text of the epeechea made hj those who par- 
ticipated, is fonnd in the " Voice of Hasonrj, and Tidings from the 
Cr^" Vol. I., number S3, Louiavilie, Keutuoky, December 15, 1859, 
to wlilchMasonioperiodioHltliew facts were communicated by brother 
J. B. Kershaw, of Camden. I am under obligations tn Dr. R. Bnr- 
tbelmes, of Brooklyn, who is coUeotiDg infonnatlnn relative to the 
Oerman Freemasons in America, preparatory to the publication of a 
work on the subject, for the loan of this iotereating auniber of that 
journal. 

181. B. J. Loeaing'e Pictorial Field- Book of the Bevolutbn, IL, 
468, where, also, a picture of the monument is given, 

133. Statistics of the Principal ity of Bayreutli, by G. W. A. Fik- 
enscher, Munich, 1811, p. 98 and 6. 

133. Oral and perfectly reliable communication by an old inhabi- 
tant of the castle of Brnckberg, made to the author in Sept., 1B43. 

184, John Gottlob tod Meyern, in hia '* Ifachrichten con dtrpoliti- 
tehen tini atortimtitcheri Ver/'Utwig det Fu»r»Untkw>u Bayreuth, und 
d&r in ditiem JaArhundwt vertlorbenen Ma/rlcgTafea ton SrandenAurg, 
Bayrenth, Gotha, 1T80," pp. 20-2G, thna deaorihea this margrave and 
the doings of his oonrt : " His natnrally restless diapoaition had not 
been properly controlled in early life ; the consequence of whioli was 
that he abandoned himBelf too mucli to his favorites and ministers, to 
friTolouD amosements and expensive Insnriea. His prime minister 
and special bvorite, Fllrod, had the address to prevent hia lord from 
being approached by aaything capable of producing an uapleasant 
impression or cansing uneasiness. He managed to provide the means 
of meeting the most urgent wants, an<l to silence tlie remonstraooea 
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of tlie admiDifttrativa and finanoial boards against the oonstant in- 
erease of the poblio debt He was the son of a ooart chaplain of 
Ba/reath, and arcfollj railed himself from the podiion of governor 
of the pages to that of prime minister and oonnt of the empire. The 
coart dignitariee ooDaisted of a chief roaraEial, a ooart roarahal, a maa- 
ter of ceremonies, yariona geatlemeo of the chamber and the ooort, 
Preach and Geniian oooks, gentlemen of the bed-ohamber, waiting- 
men, aervanta, footmen, and raiiners. Of Gei'inan aad foreign gatn»- 
keepera, whippera-in and hnntamen, and tlje accompanjing doga and 
horsea, there waa more than abundance. A tronp of the firat Italian 
male and female singers, nnder the directioo of eminent German per- 
foimers, discoarsed the most eiqoisite vocal and inatrnmeatal mnsio, 
and gave evidrnce of the cultivated taste of the margrave and hia 
consort. In addition to this an academj of music was established 
for tbe benefit of the amntenis of the conrt and the capital. The 
French theatre was stocked with the best French actreasea, and with 
dancers of all the nations of Europe, which, as well aa the French 
cnoki>, were paid like ministers of state, and rapidly accumulated 
eoongh to purchase annuities and landed et'tales in France. Even 
the celebrated Parit-ian tragedian Lekain aod tbe comedian Pr^ville 
were called to Bayreuth, aud munificently rewarded for their per- 
formances. The operatic and theatrical performances imd tlie acade- 
my of muaio were open to every one free of charge, Tlie margrave 
wanted othera to share in all bis pleaanrea. The enjoyment of his 
servants and subjects was hia own. For the purpose of eitendii^ 
the same advantages to the lower portion of hia dominions, he fre- 
quently removed his oonrt to Eriangen." 

Tbe annual expenses for ornamental architecture were 60,0n0 
florins. The money was disbursed by French and Italian architects. 
It was this department in which French noblemen such as Mirabean, 
Adh^mar, Uontperny, Cb&telet, and others made their livelihood and 
fortunes, " The eitent of these operations, the academy, and the 
Itnda expended on the edncation of intelligent yonng men, were the 
menns of training skilled artists and mechanics, who, after the death 
of the margrave, were employed in the architectural department at 
Berlir) and Polsdain. Even a dameuie, Uias Heinlin, born and in- 
atrncted at Bayreuth, was tbe admiratiun of all the connoisseurs of 
London and Paris for years after the death of the margrave." 

186, Parliaracnlary Register, VII., 44; trunsactions of February 
1, 1777 J and Schloezer'a " StaaUattteiger,''' vol. VI. 
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ISe. The ohnrooter of Lsdj Milford, tha " virtuous wanton," In 
Schiller's "Lore and Intrigne," would seem to be a portrait of Lady 
OraTen, who was the last miBtre&s of Oharlss Alexander, the lout 
margrave of Aosbach-Bayreuth, and who persnaded him to cede hU 
principality to the Prussian orown. The second scene of the ihird 
act of that pla; in highly colored ; bat that it is not antrue to tlie lifb 
appears from tbe sncceediog note. 

13T. In 1777 the " Hamburg Oorrespoodent," then the leading 
political journal of Grertnanj, pnblished letters from two currespond- 
ents, whioh I oaa the less refrain frum reprodaoing here, as they dis- 
play most manifestly the enthusiasm and devotion with which Ealh's 
oonntrynen followed the fiag of tlieir margrave to America. 

" On the 9th of tiiis raootb," says a correspondent writing from 
Nnrembei^i March 18, 1777, " certain German troops on their way to 
England broke ont into a rebellion, which might have had serious 
consequences, if the sovereign had not, in bis own person, re- 
paired to the sbips that same evening, and restored order by tlie iii- 
flnence of his august presence. Nevertheless some violence had 
already been committed, one man having been killed and five wound- 
ed, while thirty otbent had seized the opportunity of making their 
escape. Tlie accompanying commisMiries had beeo compelled to fly 
for tbeir lives to a neighboring city." 

" On tbe 9th iDBtant,"iia;s another correspondent of the same paper, 
writing from the lower Elbe nuder date of April 3, 1777, "the An- 
fpacli troops marched to tbe river's bank at Oohsenfurt, and were 
sbi|)pod. Tbe narrow space in the vessels induced Colonel d'Eyb, 
wlio commanded the brigade, to lay by a little on the 10th, in order 
to mnlce tbe soldiers a little more comfortable. He gave orders to 
cook tbe rations, and to be in readiness for marching. Bat as the 
boatmen had no orders to prncure more bottoms, there was not time 
to redrea* this grievance, or prepare comfortable quarters for the sol- 
diers. They resigned tbemnelves to their fiite, however, and were 
only acxionsBOou to reach Wuerzburg. Idleness led them lo drink, and 
then some of the grenadiers of tbe Bayreuth regimeut Voitli began 
to mnrmnr. They were Joined by a number from tbe regiment EyW, 
nntil at length all united in proiestiiig that they had eworn to !>erve 
on land btit not by water. A number now began to quit the ships 
and their flagi', called to ibeir comrades to fullow them, and marched 
off into the mountuins, avoiding Ochsanfurt. Tbe officers in vain eo- 
deavored to bring them to order ; some of tbe ringleaders had already 
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paused the Tioejard)^ The riflemen posted there now fired, and ehot 
a number of the deserters, and Eokert's grenadier oompany of the 
regiment Ejb tet itself in mottoa, and aodertook to recall the ma- 
tineers bj friendl? eipostuUtlona. At this motnenb^ however, the 
distnrbance beeame generni, and Oaptun d'Echertof the grenadiera, 
and Lieutenants d« Sohoenfeldt, d'Adelsbeini, and Enhlau, who were 
Joined by LianCenant von Reitzenetein as a volnnteer, were ordered 
to quell the riot, when thej caused d'Eokert'e grenadier oompan; 
to march sgwnst the regiment Toitlj, and to prepare to load. Tbia 
brought tiie brawlers to their eeneea, and the j reentered their ranks, 
wheranpoD the grenadiers uncocked tiieir pieces ami retarned. There 
being some diffionlty as to wbioli company should first maroh on 
board, it was resolved to raaroh back on shure from Oohsenfort to 
UflbDheim. The grenadierd of the regiment Ejb, however, assured 
the brigadier that he wonld have no difficolty in resbipping them ; 
they were prepared to show themselves read]' to execute the orders 
of their prince on all oooasions. This was done; SereniaHJm as ar- 
rived at four o'clock next morning, and at his appearance (A« dutiful 
toldiert thed lean of joy, and gvieUy rtntoud thtir manh," 



The portrnit of Kalh given in the frontiapleoe wae engraved fVom 
a photograph taken by order of Ur. J. Naobtniann, and kindly pre- 
sented to the anthiir, from an oil painting belonging to the general's 
grand-danghter, the Ticomtesse d'Alzac. It represents onr hero Id 
the coatDine of the day, and was taken immediately before his de- 
partnre for America. A portrait in oil, owned by the Maryland Hia- 
torical Society at Baltimore, corresponds with this engraving in the 
smallest parcionlars, and appears to have been copied from the Mime 
family plotnre, to which is also to be referred the copy to be fonnd 
in Independence Hall at PhJIudelphia. 

The fuoumile noder the pictare is taken from his letter written at ' 
Petersbnrg, May 29, 1780, which is given at large in the text, and 
WHS also presented to the author by Hr, J. Kaohtmaon. It is wie at 
the latest writings foand among his papers. 
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LETTEES FROM THE WIFE AND OHILDREN OF GENERAL 
KALB TO THEIB GERMAK KINSMEN. 

1. UADAUB DB EJLB 1 KB. SBOBOB DB ICA13 A STADIJNO. 

Faku, le 20 Joiner, IT8I. 

Mom Tbb8 Obbb Fb&rb : Je snia on ne peat pas &tre plus eensibte 
4 ]h lettre tendre et conaolante que vous m'avez fait I'honnenr da 
m'icrire. LrB aentimena que vous m'y marqcez me p^nStrent dn 
sincere regret de nie voir si eliiign6o d'une famille qni aorait fait ma 
plDB grande ooa^olation et qui, en me rappellant 1e meilleur Am maris, 
SDraic inel6 aea larmes a oellea qne je repands et ne cesserni de repan- 
dre tona lea jonra de ma vie. Maia me vuyant priv^ de cette aatis- 
faction je chercherai i m'en d&loinmager en ioapirant i mes enfana 
les aentimeDta dont j'ai 6t6 pene1r6e pour la fatnille da men marl 
Quand lis seront en age et qn'ila pourront faire le voyage aans nnire 
i leur ednoation et A leur avancement, je les enverrai vous rendra 
leura devoira et tous prier de lea presenter au reate de la famiile . . 

J'ai jnint ^ la letcre de mon lils nn model de procara- 

tion qui m'eat tres esaentiel d'ayoir poor I'lirrangeraent de mes af- 
fairas. J'attribae, mon trea cher frSre, votre ailence i, cet «gard aac 
ce qoi je De voua avau pas observ6 que cette procuration ne vuua en- 
gage 4 rien paroaqne, snivant la cuatume de Paris, lea parens qni 
donnent laiirs avis ponr lanorniDRtioD d'nn tnteur ou d'un scbrogud 

tateur, ne Eont pas garants de sa gesllon Je d^irerais qne 

Tos afiairea puiasent vona permettra de venii' ici. Dans cecas la pro- 
curation devieni^rait inutile, vona verriez ha clioses par voua-iiietno, 
et je vona prierais, d'nccepter an logement chez n:oi, et <Ie disposer da 
tont comma ai vons eticiK duns votre maison. II oe serait eC question 
qaa pour lorsqne da tronver qnelqu'un qui p&t ezpliqner en allcmand 
«e qne vous D'eutendez pas, oe qni Je croia ne serait pas diffidle. He 
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dontez paa, Ja Toni prie, de U sotiBftotJon qaeJ'auTai de vons voir to- 
cept«r ma proporition, et de Toosproaver de vive tois les Bentimenti 
~ diatiDgnfs avea lesqnela j'u I'hoimeDr d'^tra votre tres hnintile et 
ob^bsante eervaote et Boear, 

YADSOBAia DB £alb. 

S. KLUAS KALB TO KB. BiaBBNEAXSS, HDCKSTBK* AT THK mW SATB AT 
HCBUBaBa. 

Mt Vrbt Dsab Ooubis: I wou]d be very uafeeling if I did not 
take all sorts of trouble to Bhow jon my gralitnde. UnfortunBtely, 
the Gennan language is not familiar eooogh to me, id writing, for 
me to make use of it. But the great kindness with wliioh yon have 
requested me u> write to yon in Germany, and the fatherly affliction 
which yon have hitherto shown roe, has given me a heart to try it. 
The certifloate yon procnred for me has been eent at once to PariEi ; 
but I do not ;et know what effectit lias had. As regards the anmunt 
which yoo had the goodness to disburse for me, my brother-in-law 
will svod it to yon by the same merchant who handed you my first 
letter. 

Pardon my bad writing, my dearest cousin ; bnt U is not to he 
pardoned, that one who is of German blood, and who has lived a 
lD:>g time in Germany, ulionld not write better. I speak it as well 
as the Frenoli, bnt writing I have not used. I cana"t sufficiently 
express to jou my gratitude and friendship, with which I have tiie 
honor to be, my deareet coosin, yonr most obedient servant, fi'iend, 
aud ooawn. £luar Ealb, 

For the better understanding of this letter, it should be remarked 
that Elie de Kalb, the general's yonngei^t son, was at that time 
abroad as a penniless n-fngee, the estates of the family having been 
Contisoat«d by the Convention. He ntnits the "d«" in liisown name 
as well as in tliat of liis relative. The certificate to which he alludes 
in an stlestatiim of the authoritie't at Bayreuth, thitt Qeneral John 
Kalb was bom at HnettenJorf, and therefiire the subject of a Ger- 
man state, and tliat consequently his sons, the oldest of whom expired 
on the guillotine in October, 1793, could not he regarded as Frenob- 

■ The Oennftn ward " Pfragner " is ft Franconian provinciullsm, mean- 
ing a gre«n-grocer, or a trailer who deals in flour, peas, beans, md such 
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men. This docament, sabseqamtl; andorsed hj tha FniuiaD Am- 
bassador at Paria, is also referred to more tbaii onoe in the French 
BODToes of mformation. 

3. SLUAH K&LB TO KB. KIEBBN1CABSB, BUOEBTEB AT HDRBMDBBO. 
Biu-i, October IB, llii. 

Ut Db&beht Oocbin : I liave received jonr affectionate letter 
of the 12th of this month, and am reall; very seneible of the friend- 
ahip and interest ;on take in mj painful and nnfortnnate lot. The 
certificates I have received and forwarded to Paris, but liave not any 
answer. This silence on the part of my agent is not at all surprising, 
because all the letters sent ont of France are opened, and if the 
slightest i>Q9picion were entertained that he was writing to a refugee, 
it wonid cost him his head. To be snre I ought not to be considered 
a ref\igee, nor am I such, bot in such a country and at such a time, 
when there is no order, no law, and no religion, innocence will 
alwoTS be in the wrong, antil the Highest shall pronounce the rights 
that belong to ns iu this world, or until He shall put an end to war 
and revolution: To nil appearances we ehall soon have peace. . . . 
I have found true kindred and friends, who had never known me, nnJ 
who yet have shown me so much friendship. But be assured, also, 
that I shall rever forget it, and that I am impatiently waiting for 
the time when I shull be able to show yon «\j gratitude in a better 
way. 

I wish I could send you the smonnt disbursed for me ; but at thia 
moment it is impossible, because I have not had any thing sent to me 
from home for a long time. . . Pardon me my bad pronunciation 
Itnd wriiing. Honor me furthermore with yuur kind remembranoe, 
and believe me that I ftiily appreciate it. Uj dearest consin and 
friend, Tonr most sincere, most obedient friend and servant, 

EujAH Kaia. 

4. LUKE aimcELLEB (thb q&nbiui.'b sok-ik-lav) to johs ciboboi 

Bins, February SO, 17». 

Ut Uost Wobtbt and Deab Oonsnr : It was not without the 
greatest sensibilitj that we received the mournful news of the de- 
cease of onr dear and woi^hy cousin at Huettendorf. My brnther-in- 
l«w, my wife and myself, assure jou for over of our friendship, and beg 
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fon, mj de&r oodiId, to kin joxa beloved wire aad oliildrea Iieartilj. 
}ij brotlier-in-law to mnoli enrprised to find thst ;roii have not 
received one of the last three letters he wrote foa. Yod outnot 
ounoeive how maoh p^a it gives my brother-in-law that joa shonid 
have had the thoaght that he has forgotten joa. He is far from 
baring a,Of such thoDght!i, and oar dear oonain is certainly oonvinoed 
of it. He will never forget the frleadsbip 70a have extended to him, 
and still extend to him. Should he ever recover his property, it will 
be his first cue to repay you, my dear friend, the money so kindly 
dlabnrsed for him, with all possible gratitade. Ky wife and I also 
deeply feel what you have done for him, and beg for the ooDtinDanee 
of yonr tenderneaa. We esteem cnrselves furtnnata in having snch a 
kinsmnn ; it will be a real pleasnre to hear often from yon and yonr 
)>eloved ftmily. . . My most worthy consin, 

Yonr most obedient and moat devoted cousin and friend, 

Qbthuellxb. 

6. bluah xiu to john qboitoe kalb, htaduko, near nobbmbebo. 

Biiu, S^iUrabtr SO, ITBT. 

Ht Dbarbst Cottsik: With tearful eyes I take the pen to inform 
you of my hard, snd fate. Bnt yon are probably already aware, that 
another new empollune has taken place at Paris, and the main psr- 
pote is not t4) retoni anything to any one wljose name ia on the list 
of refagee^, whether it came there rightfnlly or wrongfully. I have 
had the honor of writing to yon often, and have received no more 
answers. Hy dearest oonsin, who always wrote me snch affectionate 
letters of consolation, can he abandon me entirely, and no longer 
oondder me his faithful friend and oousint Oh no I the tliongbt 
wonld he ton dreadful. Honor me with a speedy reply, and be 
asanred of my friendship and conranly afteotion, with which I shall 
remain through life, Yonr most devoted coasin and friend, 

EujAB £alb, 

S. UTKK OETKITBLLKB TO JOHH GEOBaS KALB. 

Flui, JtfnrcA I, 1V9S. 

Host Honored Oottbih: Ton are acquainted with the nnfortunate 

plight of your oonsin Elijah, whieh is really deplorable, so long as his 

ease cannot be passed upon. To have his matters arranged ha must 

have a voucher to prove that his father was a oitiEea in HuQttendorf| 

11* 



DoiizodbvCoo^It: 



APPKIfDIZ. 2S3 

Count; Bayreatb, and wns regarded as r citizen to the da; of hia 
death, as well as his children, that he was born there, the date of hia 
birth, and the name and baptismal names of his parents ; this must 
not be omitted by an; means. This certificate of citizenBhip most 
also be authenticated b;the minister at the Franconian coort. Too 
Bee, m; dear oonain, how mnoh we need joor as^tanca. 

7. XLUkS KALB TO JOHN OXOfiaZ ZAXB, BTADUBQ. 

Biai-i, ApTU IS, 1790. 

Deabbst OocBiir: Yon cannot imagine how dreadful it ia for as 
to receive no answers from yon to several letters. The writings 

which have cost ;on ao mnch trouble and eiponap, are at Paris, 
under seal, as juu know. Baron Hardenberg, the Frasaian ambaa- 
aador here, is willing to help me if I can >ihow him in black and 
white that my suntcd fother was a Prussian, and to prove this be 
demands a certificate of baptism irom the place where my father 
was bom. Bboald it take more than a fortnight to send me the 
certificate of baptism, please have the goodness to give me the name 
of the village where he was born, bui: send the certlfic:>te on as aoon 
as poFSible, and be so kind as to let me know what my stinted grand- 
feiher w, and where he lived. We recommend onrselves to the 
friendship of yoa acd yours, and with mnch love to all our relations, 
etc., etc 



1. lUJOB wuBueSB (bioiment alsicb) to kalb. 

Tom, JtOn t, 17*1. 

39 puis vons rdpondre aveo anret^ que le regiment a toiijours ea 
eontnme de faire passer par lea verges les filles de manvaise vie et 
aotres qni Stoient dans le cas de le mSriter. Le regiment ne o'eat 
Jamais oppO!)6 de prendre les verges, quand il est arrivS de faire 
passer nne fille par tonto la parade d'one garnisca. Lea caporanx et 
lea grenadiers aont seals dispense de cetle besogne. 

2. ItAJOB DB HZIFTBR TO KALB. 

OII1.H1B, H S Afn, 17n. 

Le regiment ne passe jamais anoane fille par les verges. Si la oaa 
•'en priaente, DOtre pr^vAt les ieXl prom^ner i. la parade pendant nne 
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henre, od bien il les fait mettre stir nn eheva] de bois, et ai le bit eat 
ploB grav«, U les Mt fonetterpar la main dn boaireaa. 

3. HUOK LKSUX TO XALB, 

UAnugoi, li 13 JHfn. 

Quaad Dons tronvons des fillee dans lee casernes, le regiment lea 
fait passer par les verges. Mais dans aaaun cm les gr^oadierB do 
paaseat persomie par les verges. 

4. BAROK DB VOLZ TO KALB. 

CUBKIT, It U Juio, ITU. 

" Pour r^poodre, Honsiear, A oelle <^ue vous m'avez fait rboanear 
de in'^rire le S de oe mois, I'uBflge est dans ootre regiment, de faire 
passer les pntains senlement dans les oas ci-^noncda. 3i dt-s fllles 
eont prises dans les cbsinbr^es des soldnts dii corps on par des pa- 
troaillea que le oorps aur^t fait exprte poor cela, le Kggiiiient fuumit, 
senl le d^tachement pour passer ces fillea par les vtrges. !lf ^is si 
ellen sont prists par drs d^iacbements ord<inn6s par I'EtAt Oi^or ds 
la place on pur des loldxts de garde sillenrs que dans des cbsmbr€es 
des soldits, quoiqne le dStachement oe soit qae d'nn corps, les dites 
filles doiveut Etre psBs^ea par les troupes qui composeDt la garde, 
except^ la cavalerie et les grenadiers qui se relirent qnatre pas en 
arridre des rangs et ne prennent pas (les verges. Les filles prises 
daas lea chanibrSea de tel corps que ce soit, c'est i ce corps A fournir 
senl le d^tachemaDt pour les fonetter et les autiea ne (loLvent pas s'ea 
mSler. Si elles sont prices dans les chambr^es des greaailiers c'est 
aax grenadiers seuls St les foueiier. N'^tant pas d'usage qu'ils fonet- 
tent les filles prises dans les chambrSes des fosiliers, les fusiliers ne 
doirent pas 6tre les correclenrs des lenra; si le cas arriTait, comnie 
il ponrrait se trouver de Iamaavai»e volontS dans les grenadiers, cela 
m^rite d'Stre execute avec bien d'atteution pour ne pas tomber 
dans le cas ii& I'obfiisaanoe dea grfenadieri? oceasionnerait pent-fitre 
qnelque conseil de guerre comme oeta est arrivS a Nancy il y a 9 on 
S ans dont i] 7 a en trois t;r6nadiers de pendus ponr p^ireil cas. 

Aior-i done toutca fi.les prises pnrtout ailleurs que dans des cham- 
br^es des soldats par des patrouilles on pnr des d^tAohements ordonnSs 
par I'^tat m^or, doiveut Stre fouett4es par les troupes de la gamiaon 
qni composent la garde, except^ comme je I't^ dit, la oavalerie et lea 
grenadiers. 
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Si c^est one patrouille que qnelqu'nn corps &it, soit poor veiller 
an dehors qae les soldata ne s'^cartent paa aa deli des Hmitea oa poor 
^vjter la d6sertiot), a oee ditea patronilles n'unt pas aa ordre par iotit 
da I'^tat m^or d'arr^ter hs filles, ce sera i oa corps soul, doDt la 
patrouille sera, eI ponir les ditea fillea aveo lea aoldats, qa'ila lea ueiit 
troQT^ea j Bjant a[>pBronce saoa oet ordre par £crit qae la dite pa- 
trouille est pour la discipliae de leur corps. 

Si de cea filles sont prises dans dea chambrfea do la caralerie o'eat 
& la oavslerie ft les panir oa & I'StaHnajor d'ordonner leur ohfitimoot 
aana qne I'infaDterie de la gamiaua doive en aacnae fafoo £tro I'iastni- 
ment de lenr correction. 

YoiU ce qui ae praiiqne dans men regiment et a^OQ mon avis, 
o'eat doat on ne doit pas s'^carter, etc., etc. 



tKB TO WILLIAM COUNT LIPPB. 

FASta, Ou 17M a/ Ftbniarp, ITBG. 

Sib: I hr>pe that yonr Highness found jour affairs at home and 
jonr Watercastle * goii^ on to your mind. I have been here for these 
three months, and I iittend tu return soon to London. The opposition 
ia not ounaiderable. Thuogh there was a great dirision upon the 
general warrants it proceeded from way of thinking more th:in per* 
Bonolity, which does them honor. Lord Melbnrne was married two 
weeka ago to Lady Sophia Oartoi'ot, daughter of Lord Oarteret, whom 
yon knew in the Dettingeu campaign aa S^'cretury of State. 

Mr. de Kalt> will deliver this letter to yoitr Highness. He is a 
German and a Protestant. He served the last war as deputy quar- 
termaster Dodrr Marshal Broglie, who haa confidence in him and 
esteems him very much as a go<>d officer ; but lie has it not in hia 
power at present 10 serve him as he deserves. He appears to me to 
be a sensible military man. Money is not his object, and he has fur- 
tnue anffioient to live at hia ease. His ambition is to be made a gen- 
eral officer in Portugal, and Marshal Hroglia by that means may have 
It in hb power to get him the same rank in France in aTiother war, 

I find here that Count d'Oyeras hod made proposals to Closen, 
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who dtd not aooept nf them and who died a little afterward. I bare 
received here great civilities both from Marshal Brogiie and tho 

Court, ADtl should be glad to have it in 1117 power to ahuw my aenai- 
bilitf to their kiudneas and good opinions of me. Muosiear de Ealb 
hariogDO baaineaant present thinks it no tronbleat an; rate of going 
to Germanj and paying his rcspeota to yonr Highnesa ; he can inform 
yon of many thing* aa to the French part in the German war. I hope 
to have the pleasure of seeing yon myself this year in Germany. I 
have a great desire to paj mj respeotH to yon in yonr own domiu' 
ions. I am with the greatest respect yonr Highnees's most obedient 
servHDt. 



1. PBfioiS DK8 DBJETa DE U OOlOnSSIOH DB U. DB KALB. BNVOTt 
1 U. LB DtrO DK OHOISBCL LB 6 AOCt, 1768. 

M. le Duo de ChoiBsal m'ayant oharg6 de aavoir lea dispositions 
des habitans das colonies de I'AmErique septentrional a A I'^gard djS 
Objet de ma la grands Bretsgne et dans le cas que les Provinces en 
committi™!. vinsaent i nne mptnre ooverte aveo lenr mfitropole 
qnels seraient lenrs moyens de faire la guerre on de d^fendre leur 
liberty. 

Voici dona an abr6g6 de mes observations ssna enirer ioi d^ins 
tontes celles que j'u faites snr le pays dans no pins grand detail et qui 
i>e sont pas relatives anx ol^eta de ma commission. 

L'acte dn papier timbrfi qii'on a touIq inlrodnire dans cea colo- 
niea en 1765 a r£vii1i£ b'us lea esprita et caus^ des emeutes qni n'ont 
. , eees6 qu'aveo )a revocation de l'acte et !e renvoy de 
tantiment d» oes pnpiers que le Farlement y avait fait parser. La 
fregate qni en 4tatt chargSe en a d£barqii6 partie an 
fort de la Nouvelle York corarae la chose n'a pn fltre secrfete. Le 
penple de la villa s'est aaaemblS turn iiltueuse men t, a bri 6 les coro- 
nets et tont ce qui e'est troav6 liors de T^nceinte du fort ap- 
partenant an Lieutenant Gouvernenr qni fut oblige de renvoyer k 
bord du vaidseau tons les ilils papiers i:Our rSlablir la communica- 
tion iln fort on il se tronvait renferm^ avt;o la vllle. La frigate a 
&t6 observSe et comme bloqn^e Jour et nnit par le people pendant 
plnuenrs moia pour ee rendre certain qu'on ne remettrHit plus de oes 
papiera i terra Jnsqn'^ ce que I'aoto ait it& r^voqu^ et la fr^ta 
rapell^ aveo tonte sa charge. 
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L'aate de I7B6 enjoignait i tontes Im Provinoee de fonroir knx 
troopes BritanDiqnea 1e logement, le chanHage, le sel, I& boisson etc, 
oocagKionna encure un m^cuoteDtemeDt g^n^ral, cepeud&nt lea Oulo- 
Dies I'oiit accords i quelqneB eiceptionn et cbangemeata prSs. 

Enfin an noDvel injp6t en 1767 «ur le papier, lee glaces et toutes 
sortes de verrra a aohev^ d'indi8poi>er cea peapl^a contre le Farlement 
et le Hinisl^re lear s fut oavrir lea yenx sar leur eituation et ear la 
pos«bilit6 de ae passer de tontea lea marob a iodises d'Earope eo enooa- 
rageant les talens et kurs propres m ana fiio tares. 

Les marcliandB de Boston animus d'nn esprit pntriiitiqae pour le 
lien da publics et aui <!^penB de leiir propre int^r^C ae aont engages 
. , par 6crit k ne plos rien tirer d'Angleterre qne oo 

d'ioononile ^1 dernier acta ne soit rfevoqu^, Et aur lenrs lettrea 
ciroulftirea ani n^gooianta de tontea lea vUles commer- 
CatiMs des autrea Colonies, la rnGnie r^lution a it& priae dnna tont 
le cimtineDt unanimeiiieut, resolution qui, tend n^ceaeaii'emeut au 
d^trimeni da commerce et dee manufactures d'Angleterre et iexciter 
des tronbles pwrni les ouvriei'a des trois royaumes. 

n n'; a paa de doute que le pa^s ne se rende ind6pendant pnr la 
anite luraque le nombre de aea habitana ezoSdera celai de 1 1 grande 
Bretagne, et il ; marube i grands paa par la population 
]A)4 diviendn prodigieuse joinie aus noaveaui Colnna qui ne disci^n- 
^* " tinuent A'j arriver de lona lea piijs de I'Europe. Oet 

Ev^n^ment pent n'^tre pas £loign£. Le gouvernement mgme le 
pr4cipit6ra a'il continue par dea actes de rigueiir, et lea taxes ill%ale« 
i geaer le couimiiroe tt lea manufuctares dea colonies (que mal a 
propOB on la es a JaiaaS fitablir, maia qu'il n'est jiina temps d'arrfiter 
eana exciter dea miirmurea) aurtout ai ces proo^dSa lea forcent nne 
foia pour toutes ft a'affranohir de Tacte de navigation (qniestle aenl 
acte d'auiorit6 que la mfitropole piiiaae exeroer sur lea Colonies, 
anqQtl seal ellea aient coiisenli et que les cbarires poor lenr eta- 
blissement exigent d'ellea) et de In defense qui subais'e de ae con- 
rerter entre elles d'nne province A I'aotre et toutea eni^emble sur 
lenrs iiit6r6ta communs et qn'elles s'avisent de prendre onvertement 
Id parti d'ane conl£d6ratioii g6u6rate oontre lea mesiires iiunatea dn 
miniature. 

Oe pays a'aftVanohira non settlement de tonte dSpendance de la 
conrroDne d'Angleterre aveo le tenipa, maia il enTahira enoore toates 
\ff posaeaiione que lea pai^Eanoes Earoptennes out en Atn6rique taut 
iblos que terre ferme. 



^olizodbyGoO^IC 



288 APPSNDix. 

U y a toat lien de croire que Is ooitformiU Aea loia, d'nsage, da 
InngBge et de religion empGcltera oes colonics (da moine dans le mo- 
Cra floioniei n'. mens present malgrS luurs sujtrts de plaintAs) d'agiT 
!!mitm"9*»n» oontre lenr micropolo aatrement qae par la privaiion 
iinagcr. ^gg marob&ndises aoglaises, par I'encouragement de 

leiirs propr«8 mannfsclnreH et I'gtnblisseaieitt de nouvellea i, moint 
qn'oQ DO let force k Be dSfendre : Et daua ce oas ii m6ine elles n'ao- 
cepteraient aacuD aeooars Stranger quL ne punrrait que leur paraitre 
siiNjieot et alariner lenr liberty enrtont de la part de la France elleBW 
soamettraient plut6t an parlement d'Angleterra poor an tempa. 
D'ailleiirs ces provinces ^taat d'accord entre-ellea leara propres forces 
anfflraient & lenr d^f^nae mutuelle one arin^e anglaise telle forte 
qn'elle pai'se Gtre ne ponrrait qee ravager on piller qnelques vill«a 
maritime!! ou tont an pine qneJqnee prorincea, mais jamais les aocmet- 
tre ct leB coDtenir. L'^tendue senle aana effort des habitaos pour a'j 
opposer eat aa obstacle inviDcible d nn pareil deaseia. £t ai uii« 
ind^pendance complete eat la fin den troubles pr^sentes entre deux 
parties de la nation Britanniqne, le miniature de la mStropole ne 
pent raltribaerqu'AIes injustices reit^rees, et la nation eDtiSreaen^iible 
enfin aux outrages faites k deafrSreset desconoitojeDsctde ce qn'elle 
anrait A craindre pour son propre oompte ne pourrait a'en prendre qu'd 
sea rep i'6«e[it ants en parlement qui ont bassement venda i. la cuur la 
liberty et Is droit iln penple. 

Je ne sonrais done me persnader que 1« GonTernement anglais en- 
tende aasez peu lea vSritablea int^rfits pour en venir jamais k des ex- 
tr^mit^B BTec cea c^ilonies, je crois au contraire que tontes lea disons- 
aioDs ae termineront A I'enti^re BOtisfaotion de ces derniirea. 

Hea rai^na sont que la plna aaiiie par^e de la nation Anglaise at 
le roi mSme ilolvtnt g'oppostr anx entreprises des ministrea et aux 
mfenres poureuivies jasqn'ici contre les colonies. 

La nation le doit. 

1° pnroeque les impOts raia sur lea Am^ncaina sont injaatea et t^- 
ranniques et qu'ila sont absorb^s par le grand nombre d'empIoy£s 
pour la perception qui sunt autacit de penalonnaires dn mini^tSrc ut 
qn'il n'en r^salte aucun bicn pour lea troisBi'yaiimeBBoit pimrlepaio- 
ment des dettes nutionales, soit pour le ^onlagement d«B aiijets, 

2" parceque le B^n^fice que Pad mini strati on reoevait josqa'icl des 
prodDctiuDs de TAmgrique et de ce qn'on leur donnait en ^change en 
s'en tenant aux termea de I'aote de navigation est plus avantagenz i 
la m^tropole que tous les imp6ts qn'on pourraient 7 subatituer, 
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8* paroeque la perte deviendrait immeose, poar les o^gocinntB, les 
mannfitatarra at poar tonte la Grande Bretagne en g^oSral, si lea oolo- 
niea 6tafeat forofies & a'afiranchir de robligatioa du dit acCe de navi- 
gationi porter par cona^queQtleura productions am 6traiigers direota- 
ment et i oavrir lears ports a toutes lea nations, 

4° parceqne ai lea colonies sncooiabaient eoiiB les forces qae 1m 
trois Koyanmes prSteraient an tniniHt^re, les Anglaia n'anraienetilH pas 
& oraindre d'6tre sabjngn^a i leur tour pr^r lee forces Am^ricaiiiaa ou 
memo par dee forces abeoliiinent ^trangSrea il lenr oonatitntion. 

Le Boi de son oAt£ devrait a'opposer auz inesares de sea ministreg. 

1° qne aonffrant que le parlement taze lea Am^ricaina arbitraire- 
ment !□! 6te la plus belle prerogative de sa courronae en demandant 
k chacnne de ces colonies ties donsgratnits dans les terns difficiles on 
anirant ses besoina, en observant avec elles les f(>miea oait^es an par- 
lement piivr les subsides, jamais les AmSrioiins ne e'^tnient reftis^ k 
ces demandes sous les r^gnee pr^cMents tant qn'on les a, laiB«6 lea mat- 
tres (le la r^iiartitiuu ^ oiler au oontraire, est ^tublir le pouvoir arbl- 
traire et abolir la RonstiCatiun Britanniijae. 

Ellea n'ont point de marine rSgMe maia elles oot en petidnnt la 
guerre derniire on grand nombre d'armatenra. La facilliti de oon- 
UiriiK, Armte, struire et d'eqoiper dea vaiaseaax les mettraitbieiitAten 
**"■ 6tot d'avoir des flottes, lenrs nombreni bltimenta mar- 

oUands ; ponvaot fonmir les matelots D^oassMres. Ellea n'ont point 
d'araenanx ni de munitions en maganns publics, mais il se trouve dana 
le pays one graode qnautite de canons de tons calibres propre i. servir, 
ftppartenant *nz partionliers on anz provinces, aans compter la jyand 
noiiibrequ'ilyen a dana les forts detlnt^riear do pajaetle long de In 
iner en batterie snr les ports, rivieres et anses et qne les troupes do Rot 
ne sanraient empeober d'etre pris par les babitana an premier signal da 
r6volte. D r a ausd beauoonp do rondre obez lea co^nmer^ns par- 
cequ'il s'en fait an gros trafic aveo les fauvoges. Les babitans sont 
Bbundammentpoarvasd'arines. L'on n'y "■"^ina d'aillenrsni de mine 4 
de tontes sorlea de mEianz ni d'onvriers excellents pour les mettre en 
teuvre ainsi que pour faire du salpfitre de trSs bonne qualitS et toutea 

_, sortes d'orines offensivea et defensives. Le nombre dea 

rivieres navitrables & one grande diatnnce de lenrs em- 
boDcbnres et rabondanc* da provision de tontea espSoea donnerait da 
ta fiw^lt^ d'en assernbler en pen de temps et dans toutes les parties 
oil le besoln I'exigerait pour £iire sabuster des troupes en corps 
d'arm6e. 
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Dans tootee les proviiioes (cells de FenBylTanie senle except^ et 
qui cepeD^ant fenut je oroiB comrne les aotres u leDralibertte fitnient en 
Troopei da daoKeO Iw homtnee depais I'Age de Hue josqa'A oin- 
raji oo miiiu*. qujote ans, muri^ oa doq, sunt obligfc da servir pour 
1b defense db lenr colonie. lis soot enr^gimentSs par comt^ precinct 
, on 6)eotJon srec lears officiers dont U plnpart ont aervis et cm regi- 
ments aont plus oo moins forts ; o'£tait d'institution de hint temps 
parceqail £tait n^cessaire daaa retablisaement que lea hofflmea mariSs 
aidasseot ^ defendre lenrd fo^era. Msia ai^imrd'Lui on oompte que 
dans 1m proviac^es depais la nouvelle Ecosee juaqnes et oomprig la 
Oaroline mSridionnle BeDlemeat, il j a plua de deal cent mille jeanes 
geos eii 6l:it de porter lea armea, aaoa priver lea terreg des cultiva- 
te lira neces' sires. 

Les forts ou places de goerre dans I'int^rienr da paja on limitro- 
phes anz saavages ne m^rilent gnire le nom de fortificadona, si Ton en 
n^^j. ,. excepte nn patlt nombre eatre le Oanaiia et Li Nouvelle 

France d'lnie ;>art etlea anciennej pos-eHaiuns aiiglaises 
de ran're, encore Bout ellea en inauTaia 6tat et tr^s mal ttnnes; celles 
de long de la nier oomtna Halifai, Boston, New Yiirk etc. sitaSes snr 
la nier mSme on dans des iles et bayes sont de pan de couaSqnence et 
mal entretenues. Les batteries conHtruites et fortifi6ea ci-deTact aux 
emboucliures dea riviSred et aii'Va ne valent pas la peiae d'en parler 
dana I'^tat oil files sont aotuellement. La ruson de cette n^glience eat 
qae lea penples n'ont gnjlre plus A redonterlesincnrsiotisdessaavages 
qai dSp^riasaiit et diminnent 4 vne d'ceil. L'on crolt la dSpense da 
rentrecient des forts int^ienra inatile, d'aatant plus que les fronti^rea 
6taDt recul^es de temps en trinps il faadrut souvent en oonstrnire de 
noiiTeiiax et I'Aogleterre compte pins anr ses forces navalcs et snr les 
colonies mSmes que anr lea places de guerre pour empBober les pnts- 
saaces d'Europe de faire iles deacentes sar les cOtes. II eat mCme plus 
qae probable que si la conr vonlait faire constraire ou rfiparer des 
places de guerre la peupla dee colonies s'y oppoa.'rait dans les circon- 
sbtnces pr^sentes. Le goaveroement loin d'j angnienter les places k 
rnSme fait rsyer le* ouvrages de Loulsbnnrg; celles da Canada, lea 
meillenres du nord de VAm^riqnc, sont ass.;z mal entretannes ainsi que 
lefort Pitt sur le hnat Obio ci-devant appel6 le fort Bnquesne. 

Le Goarernement dn pays est aaalogne k ce'ni d'Asgleterre ; il est 
oompos^ dans ohaque province d'on Oouverueiir, d'na coQseil da Kot 
Fomie ds goo- et d'une assemblSe on chambra basse ce qui reprSsente le 
T^rnemnit. ji^^j^ j^ cliambre 4es pairs et celle des coinmanesdainolns 
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lenra fonctions se r&pportest i cellea ds oes trots bntnohw de leglelv 
tare. Le Gonvernetir est royal, de propri6t6oaelectifsDiTantl«BprO" 
vinoes, Oeui de Pensylvsnieetde Uarylaod sont guQverDeara de pro 
pri6t£, oeuz de Oonnecticat et de Bhode-Islaod sont goaverneora 
eleotifs et ceaz de toates les anires provinoes sont rojaaz ; plasieora 
dependent de I'ossembl^ pour lear traitement (la ooar a exigS mais 
irntilementdelaproTinoedeMassaohaBettB-Bay qa'ellefixesnsieades 
a|>[iuiiitemeQte et o'est en parCie cause des troubles prdseuta; Mr. 
i'Vancis Bernard, Oourerneor actael, ajant con^tamment prSvonn 
IVsprit des ministres ooiitre ca province anssi finira-t-il sarement par 
6Lre r^Toqu^). Les oonaeila tienneut leers commiBsions dn bon plaisir 
da Boi, et lea membrea de Taaaeiabl^e aont £las par les villea, comt^ 
et corporations, ponr nn, trois, cinq on eept ana snivant lea usages par- 
ticulleN des prorinoea. O'est oette assemblfe qni a seule le droit de 
taxerle people, lever des impAts, sccorder dps graces pecnniairea etles 
subsides. Lrs lois ae proposeni aaasi par cette assemblee senle, luaia 
elles ont besoia de TapprobHtion da conseil et de I'attaohe du guu- 
verneur; lemeraeconoonraestn^oessairBpouren abrogei' d'anoiennee, 
cbftqne province a droit d'en falre poarvn qu'elles ne soient pas oon- 
traires aaz lois fon dam en tales de la Grande Bretagne. Lea provinces 
soat iud^pendaatee les nnee dea autre^. 

Le g^nSral ooniniandant en chef dee troapea du coctineiit a droit 
de oonvoqner en qaelqite province et Uen qn'il lai pluse lea itate 
g£n6raus do pays on dgpotis de tontes les colonies et de pr6sider B.ax 
liSliberationa a'il veat s'y troover. Lea gonvernements ont vouId lai 
dispater la pr^a^ance oliaoon dans aon propre goavernemeut ; male le 
Eoi a deoid6 la cbose contre eai. 

ToDt«!i lea colonies sont endett^es par les efforts qn'elles ont fait 
peikdant la derniSre gnerre, d'assister en tronpe.'i, vaisseaoz, vivres et 
_^ argent leor m^tropole, et poar avoir trop d6pensi en 

ernbelllslenient de lenrs villea en ediSces publiques de 
tootee espSoea £tablissements de colleges et academies, en pensinns 
acoordSes aaz savants et artistes qo'oo y a attir^ do loates parts, en 
oboses ntiles poar la commodity du oomineroe comme quus, marchSa 
et4). et i onvrir des communications et grands (.'bemins. Les taxes 
ordinaires (qnoiqu^angment^s ::(>iisid£rAblenient en comparaison da 
peo que les colonies payaient ci-devant] ne sntSrent pins i oe3 dSpenses. 
II s &lla avoir reooars ^ des imprunte autoris^ par la oource qni a 
donn£ lien no papier monnaic qni depnis a fait beancoap de nial au 
paya, les troobles presents y ayant mis le diacr^dit. Les espfaes sont 
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devpnoea i-area et ont dlBparnes. I^ guerre en ayant beaacoap pro- 
CDr£, les liabitang se Bont abandonnfB i one d^peose proportiooD^e et 
out tellement augments ]m choses de loxe qo'ils tintient d'Angleteire 
qu'ils ne ponrraient plus lea pajer qn'svea qnalorze A qnluze millioiui 
par an en argent comptant; par deU l*6cbange de leor productions 
poor solder la balance et cette diminution d'espiceB se fut MQtir 
d'avantage i mesare que le papier nionnaie B'amorlit (la coar ne 
TODlsnt plas pennettre de nouvejlce 6miswone.) 

Hj a. dee n^gociants et antres partionlierB paiBBaroment riches 
mais lea trSaorg pnblice sont tpniafia et lea revenns des provincea 

TuDtee les piboea d'or et d'argent des Stats sonveraios de l'£arope 
ont conrs dans ce pajs-oi pour leur Juste ralenr ; les plus comtnnnea 
sont I'ur dn Portugal et I'argent d'Espngne il n'y en a presqne point 
d'Angleterre ai I'on ezcepte lea piScea de cnirre. 

L'on pretend (et la ohoae est probable par la rnison ci-devant dite 
du discredit dn papier mouuaie) qu'il j a de grosaee sommea d'argent 
dans le pajs, que les possesseurB retiennent duraut cea difficult^s ; tont 
cela fait qn'on eat g6it6 dans le commerce. II n'y a done que la pwx, 
I'^onomie et le commerce aveo les isles et le sod de I'Ain^riqne on en 
cas da rupture avee I'Angleterre un commeixte onvert aveo toutea les 
nations qui pnissent rendre k ce pajs, I'opulence et raisaDoe. 

Le produit de cea colonies en des ctievanx des bestinuz de tontes 
eep^oea et en ^and nombre, tautes sortes de bl^ en aboodanoe, dn 
houblon, du riz, de I'itidigo, Aa coton, de la oire, rSijine, goudron, 
labao, boia de oonstraction, lin chanvre, fer, salpStre, plomb, CDivre, 
commea, cuira, pelleteriea, caators, baleinea eto, I.a pSclie eat par- 
tont abondante, aoit dana la mer, aoit dans lea riviirea. Les vian- 
des, la Tolsille et le gibier aoot exoellenta et varies. Eefin o'eat no 
pajB qui produit aa del^ de oe qui eat n^csr-aaire ^ la subsiatanoe dea 
habitaoa, et l'on n'y 6|>roave point de dieutte iii d'anQ6e8 sterilea. 

J'j ai ^tabli des correapondancea par Is Hollande et par Londre^, 

afin d'etre inform^ de tout ce qui y arriTsra d'in- 

duursMabiiEA tereesant, pour ponvoir en readre compte an miuistre. 

Je suia en ^t de r^pondre pins en d6ttiil Bur tout oe qui regards 
ces coloniea. 

Bigii6 DB Kalb. 

VuT i Vamo, ei t tail, IHt. 
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2. EALB TO OHOISZHL. 

. ruui, I* IB Sipfmbn, Vtl. 

UoHSBisirBUB : J'al Phonoear de roQB adresser le« uouvellei 
^ejereooiB de TAin^riqae. Si J'ose vons oommuniquer moa id6e 
pnrtioQiidre sur cett« qaerelle, je pense que m&lgr^ les d^penses 
^normes qne la oonr d'Angleterre fait pour forcer Bea colonies h la 
aourtiifHion qa'elle fiaira par ne faire ancuD acta de regoear et & ac- 
oortler aax ooloniea ce qu'ils demandent mon opiniDn est fuad^ 
natant snr la juBtJoe do leura prftentlonB qne ear le^ plaintas qae les 
mnrcliands et fabriqnaots anglais ne manqueront pns de porter aii 
nonveaa parlement sur la d^onJeQce de leur commerce depuis ces 
troubles, d'uutant plas que tuus les acts de parleitient qui j DQt donoft 
lieu n'^iabliasaieot dea impdts en Acn^riqne qae puur la defense du 
pajB (da moina o'^tait le pretezte) qooique dana le fait c'est pour y 
entreteuir aornbre de pensiunuaireB et na plu^ grand nombre de 
troupea qu'il n'est nSoegBiure, eufin poor dotioer mojen aai miuiatres 
de diatribaer piixi degr&oeset nallemeot poar leBODlageiiientdeBtioia 
ruyanmes ni pour coutribuer an payetiieut des dettes uationales, 8i 
done touaoes impots ne doivent Stre emplnj^a aiiBontieu dea oolnnicB 
«t poDr lear propre d^l'enae, poarqnoi ne leur permetCait-on paa dese 
taxer dtea monies t pour aubvenir A ces dSpenaes comme cela a'eat 
pratiqu6 par le passS. 

Uabje peDB:! aufsi qae quelqaea m^^nrea qne le parletnent et le 
roinist^re pni^^Bent prendre i present, ils ne r^tHblirout point oette 
branobe de commerce comme elle Stait. Le ooap eat portS, on a 
apptia aai colonies 6, dtablir des manufactares de tontea eapdces et 
i ae passer de leur m£tropole qu'on emploie actuellement laS voiea de 
rlgneur on de donoear on ne sanrait les forces i, tirer d'Eorope ee 
qn'ils troaveot ch«z elles, d'aotnDt mi^ot qu'elles tronvent dans lee 
iitlea et dans le aud de I'Am^rique (saaa compter lears autres d6- 
bonoli^) un d^bit aUr de leord pr<duitB et que lea ricbessea de ce 
commerce leur r>'sterorit au lien qu'elles 6taient obligees de lea envojer 
ci-devant en Angleterre pour solder lears oumptes. 

Jerevieostocguurs k dire, Unnaeigneur, quo ces colonies sent trup 
utiles k la Grande Bretagne ponr qu'ellea eiigent une rupture entiSre 
de la part de lear m^tropole et qu'elles D'aoo^pternient aiicun seoours 
Stranger £tant fort en iUt de se mnintenir par leura propres furnes 
■eales, J'^oaterai m£me qn'il ne serait i>Bs de lasaiue politique d'una 
puIiMnoe quelconqae de ae mMer & cette qaerelle qo&nd mhjM elle 
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wrait reqnise par 1m colonies (oe qui n'est psB prob&ble) i moins 
qn'il n'f ut des aotM d'hostilit^ oommia entro TAm^riqne et la 
Grande Bratagne qae lo^oDloniw aient pnbli^ lear iad£pendaiic« en 
tout point, qn'eilea se aoient nnies par one Confederation g^nSrale 
qa'ellei ^ent dee armies but pied qa'elles Inviteot par nne r^lutioo. 
nnanime et pnbliqne toiites lea nationa il renir oommercer dana lenra 
porta flt qn'eilea soient en Stat de protSgar oe commerce par nne 
marine militaire oe qni rendrait impos^ble tout accommodenieDt eotre 
lesdenx partis, ce n'eat qn'alurs qu'on pourrait faire la gaerre ^rADgle- 
terre avec apparence de encc^ii. La declarer plntAt Mrnit donner 
lien i nne prompts reconciliation et k a'attirer toutea lea forces de 
I'Angleterre et cellw de lears culooiaa anr les bms. Je voaa parle 
sinai franchement, Monseigneur, paroeque je ne vundraia pas, oumuie 
J'ai d^a en I'lionnenr de Tone le dire qu'on voiis trompit nl qa'on 
pflt TonR persnader qae le moment tat favorable ponr se broniller 
avec DOB TOisina. 

L'on me majide de Londrea que I'amiriil Spry doit avoir recD or- 
dre de proteger Les Taisseaox angltus dans la Uedit^raDn§e ct d'em- 
p6oher qn'ils ne soient Tisitfis par lea TUiaeaai francais iL quo! Ton 
qjonte qae ei I'amiral sait aon ioatrnction de point en poii^t qu'il est 
prosqne imposaible qn'il ne Bi oommette des hostiHi^s eiiCre lea denz 
nationt. Oette nouvelle ne m'est pas donn6e poor bien poutive elle 
demande confirmation. 

Fun, U a Hoatmbrt, ITUL 

■Tai I'honnenr de vons adreaser oi-joint les noDvelles que je recois 
de I'Ameriqae. Ellee ne penvant &tre qne pen int^resiianies dans nn 
temps oEi les mimsirea sont divis^ et que le parti i prendre snr la 
oonduite A tenir avec le:) colonies paratt etre remia i la rentrSe dtt 
parlement. Je eni^ toujours d'opiriion qii'un n'emploiera point les 
Toies de rigneur aortont lorsqn'on verra qne les prSparatifa de guerre 
n'iiiKpirent pas de terreur A lee peoples. II est bien possible nussi que 
ces mEmea prSparatifs sieut nn autre ubjet. Le« Anglais ont nne 
jalousie extreme de I'fitat flori.-^aiit dee isles francaises si vons lenr 
futes la guerre, leur soi[i principal ae porcera sur cette pnrtie et s'ils 
ODt envie de vona la faire ea2m6me!>, jugez MoDseignenr, dea avan- 
lages que leur donnerait I'aproiimite des snbeisiances et de leais 
ii>rces dans le coniinenC d^ I'Aijifrique ponr leurs premieres op6i'a- 
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tioDS. lis J ont Bctuellement dix nenf bataillons de Bept cent liora- 
mes chsciiD, sans compter ce qu'ila ont cIhiih lenre isles dont j'ignoro 
le nombre eC lea Bsooiirs qu'ila Cireraieot facileinent de leora ooloQiM 
en r^tabllsBBiit leara privilSgas et eiemptions d'impdts. Je dois Tuns 
avoir marquS prScSdemmeut, MoDseigneur, que ces mftmes eolooies 
out foami i lenrs fr^ 86000 hommes de bonnea troupes pendant U 
derni£re gnerre et learavilles maritiniea nn grand nombre d'armft- 
tenrs. Je ne saia aa juBte le nnmbre dea TaiBueauz de guerre employ^ 
dans les isleB ADglaises, raais je auia certain de tfeize etationn^ sor 
les forte depuis terre Neuve jusqn'anx isles Luoajes. 

Je VDoa aupplie d'etre parsnad^ qne mes r^flenona ne eont que 
I'efibt de mon zSIe pour le Bei'vioe du Roi. 

4. SALB TO OHOISBm- 

PiBia, U K Ifonmirs, I7W. 

MONSBIONBUB : J'ai rhonnenr da vous envoyer les nuuvelles qua 
Ja cacois d'Am^riqne. Je n'y tgoute aucune reflexion. La fermen- 
tation que ces Merita annoncent fait assez voir I'eBprit de fei-met6 de 
ces peuples at lea auites facbeases qne cela pourraiC avoir ponr 1' Angle- 
terra a^il ooatinuait k Touloir lea Boumettre par la force ce qua je ne 
Baurais me perBuadar. Je auia an oootraire d'opinion que la proohain 
parlement empluj'era des voies de oonoiliation ; je ne douta paa non 
ploB qne le Oonverneur Bernard quoiquj eontenn jusqu'ici par le 
Uinistdre ne soit rappelS. 

Je snis etc 



PiiiB, lo IS Novembrt, VIS, 
UoasiEUK: Monsienr de Kalb, ancian major du regiment de 
Loewendal, et qui depuis la r^>rma de ce corps a &t6 employ^ dons 
I'^tat mtyor de Tarm^e d'Allernagne, oCt il a obtenu en 1761 Ic brevet 
de Lieutenant Oolonel, eat venu passer iol qaatre mois cette annSe en 
oonafqaenoe des uouveaax arrangennanta faits par Ur. le marSohal 
Du Mq; poor les officiera eup^rienra rSformfs. QnoiquMl ait ft^dana 
rioaction depuia trop longtempe, je lui ai retronv^ ici, Uonsleur le 
Oomte, toutes les disposiliuns que je lui avais oonnues i la guerre, et 
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oels a renOQTeI6 met r^rets de oe I'aToir pas vn plao^ aveo atilitA 
ponr le eervioe do roi at poor laL II sera digne d'lm ministre comma 
Toaa de mettre aes taleats en asage. II ea a de diffi&reiiB genres. 11 
psrle bten plosieurs langaes at peat £tre employs ft toot oe qae voua 
jngerez ft propos. Je aer^ volontiers garant de son zHo at ja Buia 
•br que tods anrez lieo d'etre satiafiiit, si todb daigaez le mettre ea 
utiritd. J'al I'bonuear d'etre eto. 

Li Ooktk ok Bnoam. 

vr. 

kalb's fdrlouoh. 

A FantimsLaAD, 4 JVsD«i£n, ITTt. 

Le Boy troove boo, Monriear, que toub vons aljsentiez da ro- 
janme pendant deaz ans poor aller vaqaer & ros affaires. 

Je soiB trte parfutemeot, Monsieor, votre trtehDmbleetoMlssaiit 
MrriteDr. 

Si. Ghkmadi. 
A MoKaiBiTB LB Babon db Kaxb, 

Lieoteuant Colonel dlnfanterie. 



WITH KALB, LiJATBTTB, ASD 0TBBB8. 

(Fnathe BiplniuitliiOoneapOBdtnMotUieB^DlnlJcai, br Jared Spufcs. ToL I>, pp. 
»a,n,»ImDdi«.) 

List of Officers of infantrr and light troops, destined to serve the 
United States of North America. 



HunaotOfflMn. Buk. 




Btron de Ealb U^or General 


T 


November 1778. 


Viscount do Manroy " 


20 


" •' 


de Sennevilla X^jor 


7 


" " 


Ohev. dii BufMon " 


r 


" " 


Ohev. de FayoUea Lieatenant Co!onel 


ao 


u 


Dubois Martin Mijor 


ao 


« u 


de Holtzendorff Liantenant Colonel 


20 


li u 


Le Ohav. de Fully 


1 




Amaritoit M^or 


1 


u .. 


da Roth Captain 


1 


" 
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SOT 



Oaptain 
Uentenant 



Deoember 1719. 



:ed io the preeeDt list 



de Gerard 
Philip de Boreval 
de Mod tea " 

Loqoet de GrangM " 

de Trigny Oapt. Comp. fraoobe 

Oandon Lieutenant 

The eaid ranks and pay at the dates marke 
have been settled mutually between ns, the nnderBigned, tne, Silas 
Deone, in my quality of the inoHt Honorable Congress of the United 
States of North America and me John Baron de Kalb, Mi^or-General 
in the service of tfae States General. Done doable at Paris this I'of 
December, 1776. 

DeEilb. 
Silas Dbahc 

Liat of Officers of infantry and light troops destined to serve in the 
armies of the United States of North America. 



Kuuea oIOmnT 



K. de Lafayette 


M^or-General 


7 December 177G 


Baron de Ealb 


" 


7 November " 


Delesser 


Oolonel 




de Valfort 


» 


1 " " 


de Fayulles 




1 " 


Dubois Martin 


M^or 


7 November " 


de Gimat 






deVrigny 


Oaptain 


1 " " 


deBedanlz 


blank 




Oapitaine 


Captun 


1 " " 


de la Oolombe 


Lieutenant 


1 " " 


Oandon 


" 


7 November " 



The ranks end the pay, which the most honorable Congress shall 
affix to ibem to eommenoe at the periods marked in the present list, 
have been agreed to by ns tbe □ud'-rBigned, Silas Deaue in qnality of 
deputy of The Aiuerican States-General on ihe one part, the Marquis 
de Laf:iyette and the Baron de Kalb on the other parL Signed 
double at Pane this 7* of December, 1776. 

Sn,i8 Dbaitk. 

Thb MimjciB Ds LAyAYttTT*. 

Da Kalb. 



18* 
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Tbe duire which the Harqnia de Lafayette shows of serving 
omoDg the troops of the United States of America, and the interest 
wbiob he takes in tlie justice of their esase, make him wish to distin- 
gaish himself in this wiir, and tu render himself as nseful as lie 
possibly can ; hat not thinking that be can obtain leave of his familj 
to past the seas, and serve in a foreign conntry, till he can go as a 
general officer, I have thought I conid not better serve m; Donntr>', 
ntiil those who have iutrusted me, than bj granting to him, in the 
name of t^e verj honorable Cungre«>, the rank of M^or-Geueral, 
\tbich I beg the States to confirm tO' him, to ratify and deliver to 
litm the commission to hold and take rank, to connt from this da/, 
with the general othoers of the same degree. His high birth, his 
alliancee, the great dignities which his family holds at this Court, 
liis condderable estates in this realm, his personal merit, his repnta- 
tioi), hu disiiitereeEedness, and aliove all his zeal for the litierty of 
onr province', are sach as to induce me alone to promise him the 
rank of M^ or- General in the name of tlie United States, In witness 
of which I have signed the present, tliis 7'' of Deobr, 1776. 

Silas Deanb. 

On the oonditions here explained I offer myself and promise to 
depart when and bow Mr. Deane slialt jndge proper, to serve the 
United States with ull po^ible zeal, without any pension or par- 
ticular allowance, reserving to myself the liberty of returning to 
Europe when my family or my king shall recall me. 

Done at Paris 7* of Decbr. 1776. 

Thb Uabquis db Ul Faieitb. 



LETTEK8 WRITTEN BY FRENCH OFFICERS TO KALB, RE- 
QUESTING TO BE EMPLOYED IN AMERICA.* 

1. HAJOB DD UONTBERT A UB. DK KALB. 

IjaaaitUMDicimbrt. mt. 

Un de mes amis m'6orit da Havre, que vons vondriez Men, Mou- 

■■ While these letters, wbich hB.VG l>een taken at mndom from a loi^ 

nuiober, on tbe one hand reveil the moiives of the m^ority of the French 

oflSceiB in eDteriog the American tLmij, they, ou tbe other bsnd, concludvely 

prove ibe eicelleace of tbe usiBlsace thus rendered tbejr arms. 
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sienr, avoir la bont4 de toqs int^resner puur an de mes parents, 
portear de la priaenta, qui a wrvi en quality de lieatenant an rigi- 
meiiC de Ohampagoe, Teapaoe de 17 ans, et qui a qnitt6 le regiment, 
il 7 & pea prds un an, poar dea raiaooB qu'il voos dim lui-m6me. 
I] d^irerait passer an serrioe des iasurgents. Je reciame rotre 
protectioD i oet 6gard ; je oe donte pas de la rSusaita, Bi toob ftvez ia 
bonte, Moosienr, de toob emplojer pour loi. C'est on trie boa 
ofBcier, aaohant bien aou metier, nuua 11 eaC pauvre, et o'est oette 
panvretd qui Ini a fait perdre son ttat. 

Lea aervioes, qne rona voudrez btea ]ui rendre, lae ferout ooa- 
tracter & votre 6gard ane obligation d'antant plas gr&ode, qne j'td 
niODnetir d'etre aveo respect etc eto. 

2. LB OHBTALIER D'aSTIUAnTILLK A MB. DE KALB. 

Ad Hirii. It 19 Dtambn. 1176. 

UoNSiEiTB : Je preods [a liberty de vous 6orire ponr vons rap- 
peler la prome.'ae, que vona m'avez faite i. I'occasioQ de Mr. le 
Ulievalier du Montbert, dont tous trouveraz ci-juint I'^tat Ae »ernce. 
Je r^itdre ma pri^re pour toub engager i. faire ce que toqs ponrraz 
pour rendre service A an brave ofQoier, sar la disgrace duqael, il ti'j 
a k reppooher, que des fautes de jeonesse et doot vona poorrez vous 
sparer par dua informations h sonancien corps. Enmonpartiuulier, 
I'obligation que je voua en aural ^oaterala plus vive recoonaisaaiice 
am sentimens de la plus parfute considSration et da profond reapeot 
aveo laqaelle je suis Monsieur etc. 

P. S. Voua trunverez aussi ci-joint uua lettre de Ur. du Mont- 
bert, m^or dea ville et aitadelle du Havre, onole da postnlant. II 
d^slrerait savoir le plutAt possible, k qaoi s'en tenir pour prendre les 
arrangements Dfroessaires. 

3. ufeuoiBB. 

, Etat des services dn aiear Antolne Angustin de Vsrennea, Ohe- 
vnlier da Montbert, gentilhomme, ftg6 de 86 ans, sortant dn regiment 
de Ohampagne en qnalit^ de lieutenant en iTemier. 

Le dit ofBoier a comniencfi i servir dans le corps de la gendar- 
merie, oil il a fait la campagne de 1758 et y eat rest^ jusqu'au mola 
de Novembre ITSO- II a join r, eniaite le r^gimsnt de Obampagae 
en quality de lieutenant en Mars 1761, et 7 a fut le campagne de 1761 
atl763. nafdittoutelacampagae del763 am voloocaireade I'armte 
Booa I'ordrea de M. de la Uott«. 
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n a oontinii6 aes aervkea &a r^ginieiit de Ohampagne, Jasqu'en 
Join 177b, que dea raisoiiB de fortone, Pont tato& de qnitter le dit 
rtgimeDt. 

II a fait Ift oampagne de 17S9 en Corse. ns'eattroiiT6 A tontesles 
afiires oh ont aervi le rdgiment de Ohunpagne et le corps dea volon 
toires dans leqael il a &it laoampagne de 1762, 

n a 6t6 choiai poor etre, oomme aide-m^or &a bataillon d^n- 
itraotion daoa lea mancenTrea proTisuiras, qn'on execute A Metz en 
177S et s'ea est aoqaitt^ aveo la satisfiutioa de sea sapfrieora. 

Li Chktausb na VAKamna du Mohtbsbt. 

4. fcrAT DBS SIBTIOBS DU OHBTAUXB DS TULLJ, 

Ct « Jawviir, 17TT. 

Le Oberalier de Failly, capitune de cbasseiire an regiment 
d'Anjou, a oommenM i aervir Boas-IieatenaDt daoa le li^ment de 
Boj^-WolloD, le S Ootobre 1748. It a'eat troav& an aiSge da Bergen 
op Zoom, Maeatrioht, et & la batulla de Lafeld. 

Reform^ eo 1749 aveo toot le corps, il a conCinnS son sernce dans 
les mitioes de Champagne. II eat eotrS en 1766 lieatennnt en second 
a*ec rang de lieatennnt dans le regiment de Berr;. II n fait tonto 
la demise gnerre an Canada, toi^oDre anz grenadiers on volontaires, 
11 oummandait la Vigtlaate ear le lao Champlain en 1T60 qu'il a sau- 
v6e malgr£ les raisaeani anglaia, U a m6me ea 800 franca <!e 
gratification. 11 a 6ti inooroori aveo tont snn corps ea 1768 dans 
celai d'Aquitune. 11 a fait la campagne de 1769 am volootaires de 
Tarmte de Corse. H a obtenn la oomuission de oapitaine, le 10 Sep- 
tembre de la meme ann^. II a 6tA embnrqn^ sar la Higrione poor le 
bombardement de Tnnisen 1770. II dfiairerait eire emplo^^ an oette 
quality dans telle partie dn monde, qoll plaira i Sa Majesty de I'en- 
Tojer. II SDpplie le Hinistre d'avoir 6gard i son pea de fortune. 

Lb Cbbvaueb sb Fauxt. 

MoDuenr Le Baron de Kulb, brigadier des armies da Boi, est pri£ 
de ne pas oablier le dil Cbevalier de Failly. II se fait nne f&te d'Stre 
emiiloyS siial sea ordres. 11 eat ponr la vie dans oes sentltnens-li. II 
£iit des vceax pour Tentiire satisfaction de Honeienr Le Baron da 
Kulb et Id! est attaohd et flnit avec an tr^s profbnd respect etc. etc 
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B. hX OHITAUEB DK VBAHTAL 1 X, LX BASOK DB KALB. 

Smno, M « /'Mrfr, 1177. 

MoiraisirB; JUl'boiineiirdevonB6crirepoQr6treiDfanii£ aajoste 
a Je pais coniptar pasaer ea Am^riqne. L'on mande de YerBdllea 
que la ooar ne vent plna permettre i, hqcdu olBoier da quitter le 
rojanme ; qne le Doctenr Franklin a re^a dea ordres de qaitter la 
France, aind que Monsieur Deane. Oes nouvelles-ld ne d6uoterueiit 
rien de bon pour lea projete qne j'ai en I'houneur de Tons oommu- 
. ttiqner tant ponr fwre la guerre que ponr m'fitablir en Amfirique. Je 
vooa prie, Uonaienr, d'avoir la bontS de m'instruire but ces objets. 
J'eapSre, que voas ne troiiverez pus niauvais, que je me eoia adressS 
d Tona. La bonne voloatS, que toub svez bien vonln marqner A 
m'obliger m'a dfitermiad, Monsiear le Unr6cha1 de Broglie ne va 
pofl encore A Pane, j'en aois tr^ faohS— je me flatlaia qii'il Tons 
nnrait rendu assez bon compte de mol pour m^riter votre estime et 
TODB engi^r plus parlioulifrement & t 
neur d'etre etc. eto. 




KALE'S ENTRANCE INTO THE AMEEIOAK 8EEVI0E. 
1. wnxuM 

Fisia, XarfA, 17T7. 

Snt: Ab your brother, Arthur Lee, Esq., ia not on the spot, I 
take the libertj, in consequence of hie requeat, to inform yon of bis 
health; ho Is now at Burgos, in Spain, where lie remains in conse- 
quence of the requei>t of the Spanish ministry, to negotiate on behalf 
of the XJnited States. Fiom what lie write:] me, I hope lie will at 
least get some m<iney on onr account. Tour brother, the alderman, 
as I am just informed by a gentleman fiom London, is well. I take 
the liberty of introducing to your notice and protection the Marquis 
Lafayette and Barun de Kalb. The former is of the first distinction, 

■ Carmieliae! vm at thHt time Ibe eeoreUry of the Amei1c»n Cominig- 
donerB Deane, Fihnklin, and Arthur Lee, at Paris. Richard Henry Lee, the 
brother of the latter, was one af the most influential members of CoDgresai 
■nd chairman of tiie committee to investigate the claims of the foreign offl- 
oers. He was a Blanch friend of Kulb's to the death of the latter. 
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tix birth, fortane, aod family here : the other, of the highest repata- 
tion ill the Mrvioe, and BtronKlf reoom mended by the Marshal de 
Broglie and the Uarshal de UaUaboU. The former's family are oar 
atrong sapport. HU noole ia ambaasador at the Gonrt of Loadon, 
and from hb representatioas we hope to bring on a war, mnch sooner 
than it would otherwise happen. I hope he (the Marqais) will have 
every reason to thinlc favorably of the oonatry. I have the honor tu 
be, with much respect, eto. etc 



BuiTOL, 6^. IB, 1I7T. 

Sib : I am unable to tell yon with how mach relnotance and even 
sorrow 1 must acqaaint yoa thai I cannot accept of the honor God- 
gress intended to me, for the voi-ioaa reasons I explained to yon. Sir, 
to several members of Oongresa, but more particnlarly to Mr. Lovell, 
and wliioh I repeat to Ur. Secretary Tbouison ; they are all of great 
weight with me. I beseech you, dear Sir, to lay before Ooogresa, 
that I have, and alwnys sliall retain the highest sense of thankfiilQe-B 
and veneration for the whole of bo respectable a body of men, and 
for each of the members in particular. My must sincere vows will 
ever be fur succeed to all tlieir measuros and andertakings, and for 
the general well'are and happiness of yonr States. I will never forget 
the priviiia obligations I owe to several of your gentlemen, but espe- 
cially to your kindness to me. I never will be happier than when I 
shall hear from yon, or when I shall be able to convince you of the 
esteem and respect with which I have the honor to be, Sir, etc etc 

8. XALB TO BIOBABD HBNRT LBB. 

Otur AT Wani Flukb. AaguU IT, 1178. 

Sib : I received both letters yoa honored me with, dated 16th of 
Febmary and 23d of March last past, bnt rather late ; the first came 
to hand the SOIb of May and the second in June. A long sickness, 
the march of the army while I was yet very onwell, and a good deal 
of business since my recovery, have prevented mn from answering 
before now. Ton are much in the right, Sir, to think that the 
olinnge in poliUcal matters must place yonr Independence beyond all 
doubt, and far beyond the power of England to distnrb ; 1 heartily 
rcjiilce with yon and all true' Americans on tlie occasion. It is tu be 
espect*.>d, also, the alliance with France and the real assistance the 
king intends to the States, must needs procure you a speedy andlust- 



^laiiizodbvGoo^It: 



AFPXNDIX. 305 

itig peace. Tliie daj I wrote to President Laurens, in favor of Hona. 
!e Vioomte de ICanroy and Mens, le Ohev. de FajoHee, which will be 
laid before the aupreme coonoil of the States. I need not to tronblo 
joQ with the contents of it. I will only observe to you, that I am 
ordered to do the same b; Marshal Duke de Broglie, and the count 
his brother; and aa thej expect my answer, on that account 1 s)ioiild 
be greatly obliged to you if yon would be pleased to let me have the 
reaaons for or against, aa the matter will be debated in Oongreaa, and 
to be very partioular in that respect. Though 1 ardently wish Mons. 
de Manroy's request be granted, yet I am afraid it will not, byreason 
of a letter he wrote, as I understood, to Congress, not very accept 
able. If he is refused on that account I should be glad to have it 
mentioned, because I thiulc his noble protectors are unacqnainted 
wiili this piece of bad policy of his. I have the honor to be, with 
great respect and esteem, dear Sir, etc. eta. 



LAVAYKITB 10 una. aBIMtlLLER, WHOflB MAIDBN NAHX WAS SALB. 

I^Saiiiai,pn»R«t)i,« U Flerinl, an IX {ivril ISOO). 

Je V0U8 remercie, Madame, de la confiance dont vons m'honorez, 
et des details que vous avez bien voulu me donner. Cest avec an 
vif iDiSr^t que j'ai appris des nouvelles d'une famille eI tnqnelle je 
me sens 114 par nion ancienne ainitid puur le gSn^ral de Kalb. Je 
serai toojuurs henrenx de rendre a sa m^muire, oe que je lui dois. 

Voas savez sans duute que Mr. vutre p£re apr^s avoir fait aveo 
distinction la guerre de sept ans fut envoy6 par Mr. de Ohoiseul dans 
les coloniea Anglaises de 1' Amfiiiqae aeptcntrionnle ]K)ur rireudie con- 
naissanoe de oe pays, qui avait &t6 I'occasion de In rupture entre lea 
ooars de Versailles et de I.ondre». 11 6taiL natnrel que la d^luracion 
dlnd^pendanoe des Stats IJnis inspirilt an g^n^rul Kalb le dSsir d'y 
retonrner. Son depart fiit eneouragfi par le cointe de Bmglie et ap- 
proav6 seorfltement par le gonvernement frarQais. C'est dans ce 
temps qa'A Tinsn dn gonvernement et bientOt apr^s malgr^ lui qaeje 
fis connaissance avec les envoySes du Cungr^ Nous partituex en- 
■emble de Parin, nona arrivAmes en semble i Char]e>iton et i, Pbila- 
deiphie, d'oii Je joignis I'annSe. Quelqnea ciroonstances retard^reiit 
•on entr^ au tjetvice. li fut peu de temps aprSe plac£ avec le pre- 
mier grade mililaira, ci:lui Uu M^i>r G£u6L'al. C'est en cette quality 
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qo'il oommandait an cmrps d'onnSe dans la Oaroline dn Nord, loTsque 
1e gin^ral Gates Tint prendre le comtDaodement «n ohe£ II fbt botto 
i Oamden par Lord ComwaUiL Le g^niral Ealb ae mantra gfiD^ral 
habile «t soldat intr^pide. B& diriaioD aoutiat la premiSro I'efibrt dea 
eunemia. L'afftire «nt pa se retabUr, s'il n'avuit £c^ mortellement 
bleM& Lea deux Nrmia rendirent hommage k ses taleDta et k aon 
oonrage, qui mdme daoe no g^uSral mSrita d'etre remarqa^. Son 
xaicite D^U^Te, u loyant^ civiqua, sea quality auoialea, le fireal 
lionorer et regratter par lea tronpes, le people, le g£a6ral Waahington 
et 1« Oongr^a. Sea amis peraoanBlB farent vivemeat afflig6a et per- 
Bonne plus qne tnoi, Hadsme, qui !ni Suit attach^ par affection, la 
recoDnuaaaooe et noe fraternity d'armes, oommencSe dea mea pre- 
miers paa dans oette carriire. 

SI de noaveanx reuaeign emeus, si des attestations d'Am^riqne, si 
mea propres t^moigoagea pearent voas 6tre utiles, donnea-moi voa 
ordrea. Je toos aar^ nne sensible obligation de m'indiquer comment 
Je pourru aoqnitter one dette sacrSe de ramitid qne j'&vuia vou£e a 
Ur. Yotre p^re. 

Agr^ez, je vons pr'ie, I'eipression de moQ respect et de mea tcbtsx 
poor vutre boaheur. LAFArBrrE. 

XI. 

FRANKLIN AND DEANE TO THE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS. 

Piu»,»Kb3I, im. 
* * * The Marqaia de Lafajette, a fonng nobleman of great 
fkmily connections here and great vealtli, is gone to Amertea in a 
abip uf bis own, accompanied by some ofBcers of distinction, in order 
to serve in our armies. He is exceedingly beloved and eTerjbody'a 
good wishes attend him ; we cannot but hope be maj meet with anch 
a reception as will make the country and bis ezpediiiun agreeable to 
him. Thoae who censure it as imprudent in him do nevertbelei^ ap- 
pliiiid bis spirit, and we are afttigfisd that the civilities snd respect 
that may be abown to bim will be serviceable to our affa'r.^ here, as 
pleaaing nut only to bis powerful relstions and to the Court bnt to the 
whole frenoli nation. He baa left a beantlfal yonng wife, and for her 
sake particolarly we hope that Itia bravery and ardent desire to dla- 
tingnish himself will be a little restrained by the Qeneral's prudence, 
so as to nut permit bia being hazarded much, but on some iraportoub 
occasiuii. 
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KALB AND CONGRESS. 



Mondi;, Uh Sqxoit*', im. 

Congreae took into consideration the report of the oommittee on 
foreign applications, wherein they set fortli : 

That besides a onmber of officers who are come from Europe and 
the West ladies of their own accord to Bolioit for rank and employ- 
ment in the American army, there are others who have proceeded 
upon tlie enconrsgemeat of conventions muJe and signed at Paris by 
Silas Derine, E^q., as agent for the United States of North America; 
that Mr. Deane hiul ni> authority to make anch conventions, and that 
OongJ'ess tlierefure are not bound to ratify or aod fulfil them; 

Tour oommittee for this, report that tl>e Baron de Kalb and the 
Visoonnt da Mauroy, with a namber of officers who carae with tbem 
frntn France, have offered their service, provided their engngements 
with Hr. Deane, in respect to I'ank, are fnlfiUed ; hnt that tlie Ameri- 
can army having been arranged befoie the arrive] of these gentlemen 
in America, their eipeutations cannot he compijeil with withoat de- 
ranging it and therebv injuring at so critical a jiincrnre the American 
canse : that the zeal, however, of these gentlemen and their oonse- 
qnent expenses merit the uttention of Congress ; wherefore your 
committee report the following resolve : 

Resolved: that the tlianks of Congress be given to the Baron 
de Ea1b and the Tisconnt de Uanroy, with the officers who accom- 
pany them, for their zeal for passing over to America to offer their 
service to these United States, and that their eipenses to this Con- 
tinent and <in their rutnrn to France be paid. 

Resolved : that Congress agree to the said report and resolve. 

Ordered : that the Baron de Kalb and the Yiscoant de Manroy 
be furnished with a copy of the foregoing report nnd re:iolutioD, at- 
tested by the Secretary. 

Snnitaj, l*th Stptmiitr, IT77. 

The committee on the treasury bniught in a report, wherenpoa : 

Resolved : tb.it the president draw Bills of exchange on the 

Oommissiuners of Congress at Paris in favor of the peveral officers 

and for the severnl sums hereinafter mentioned, the nnid Mils to be 

made payable at thirty days after sight and to express value receive<l 
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bj and chargeable to OoDgrean, rtz. A aet in &vor of Baron de Kalb 

for 6000 livres tonrnoiB. 

Resolved; that there be paid to the followiog gentlemen tlte 
Beyerol Bonis hereafter specified to defray, with the aums above di- 
rected to be drawn la bills of eschango on the commiasioners at FarU 
in th^r &vor, the expenses of their coming from France and retnra- 
ing thither, viz. to Baron de Ealb 600 dollars. 

Hondii]-, lUh S^iltmber, WJ. 

Resolved, that another mtgor general be appointed in the arm; 
of the United States ; the ballots being taken, Baron de Kalb wsa 
elected. 

4th Ousts-, InT. 

"Oongreas resumed the consideration of the report &omtbe board 
of war, wherenpon : 

Resolved : that the Baron de Ealb be at liberty to give np bis 
ooramisrion of major general, if the contingency mentioned in bis 
letter of the 26th of last month ahonld happen. 

That the Baron de Enlb's commission be dated tlie same day with 
lliat of the Marqcis de Lafayette, agreeably to the Baron's request 

That a compliance with tiie 4th and 6th articles of Baron de 
Ealb's letter woold be improper at this time, as Congress have not 
made any provision for their own officers, with whom furtign officers 
of eqoal merit and Bervice will always be conaidered on a footing." 

(The first paragraph of this re»>lqtion alludes to the stipolation 
that Ealb's entrance into the American army was snbject to the sanc- 
tion of the Broglies and of the French ministry, and most be revoca- 
ble in de&nlt of snob approvaL He eviilently feareil, as is mentioned 
in the text, that the return of the other French officers who had 
come witli him wonid prodnce a revalsinn of sentiment in the oabinet ; 
but was mistaken in this impression, as appears from the fidlowing 
letter of Ealb to Henry Lanreng, President of Oongreas.) 



" Sir : When Oongress were pleased to honor me with the commis- 
sion of Major General in the army of. tlie United States, your Eicel- 
lency mi; remember my apprehensions of beins; blamed at home for 
staying almost alone when many others of the French officers that 
came in my company, were reliised service and went back, I ac- 
cepted the honor conferred npon me on condition that if I waa 
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disapproved hy the king's mioiBtera or by mj friends, I ehoald be at 
liberty to resigD whenever I pleased. 

" By & letter Jnat now reoeived from Uessieare the Uarsbal Dake 
de Broglie and Connt de Broglie his brother, I flod my conduct ap- 
proved by both as well as by the ministry, as having aoted up to the 
purport of my forlongh." 



1. eu,b's oath of allboiahob. 
I, John BaroD de Kalb, Major Gtneral, do nckuowledge the United 
States of America to be Free, Independent and Sovereign States, and 
declare, that the people thereof owe no allegtarce or obedienne t) 
Gec)rge the Third, King of Great Britain ; sad I renonnce, refuse 
and abjure any allegisnce or obe^lience to him, and I do swear that I 
will to the utmost of mj power, snpporl, mainlain and defend the 
said United States against the said King George the Third, his heirs 
and saocessors and liis or their ahettorn, assistants and adherents, 
and will serve the said United States in the oflice of Mi^or G)eneral, 
which I now hold, with fidelity, ai'oording to the best of my skill and 
nnderstanding. 

JoBN Babon db Kalb. 
Sworn before me, Camp at Valley 
Forge, the 13th day of May, 1778. 
G; Washisotos. 

8. OATHS or THB BOLDIBBa. 

UtLO qniETBu, TiLLET Fomoi, Jfny 70. 1T7S. 
In order to nccoraplish this very iotero'tlan^' and essential work ns 
early as possible, the fullowing officers are to administer tlie oatls, 
and grant certificates to the officers of the Divisions, Brigades, and 
Corps, set against their names, Including the Staff: Mnjor-General 
Lord Stirling to the officers of the late Conway's Brigades; U^'ir- 
Generol Marquis De La Fayette, to those of WL>odford'8 and Scott's 
Brigades; Msjor-General DeEalb to thoae of Glover's and Larned'a 
Brigades, etc., eto. 
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(From m Mitt to hii vUe from lUddlabrook, April 10, I'm.) 

Dani tiDe de mes lettres A Mr. le oointe de Broglta 
167 899 607 787 736 657 S02 S19 1368 250 1277 

je parle da I& aoa t^ de Hr. Gerard, disant qne s'i] 
879 1904 204 808 989 607 G02 220 S43 877 181 473 
vient vite a manqner — on comnie il est posdble qn'il 

718 SOS Sse 728 1283 454 108 681 S16 686 630 

deiDADde son npp«l je ea raia fort ai b6 de lai 

198 1080 825 802 S79 298 67 901 166 989 607 885 

sacoeder dans boh ininiet^a id. Voi^ Bar oela 

1222 1470 407 1565 868. 622 U Duboie 492 867 

je snia snr qae Mr. Gerard a ^rrll qa'il se ra 
1G6 48 966 421 502 220 768 186 968 298 1063 4SS 6S7 

re qn'il Ini en coAte dS j& plus de trente mille lirrea 
917 403 941 687 1463 196 776 626 673 86 630 1117 

du Bi en. n COD vient de dire que Bnivant oe que 
S68 238 819 169 116 848 260 227 976 984 170 131 

je t' 6oria de la cbert6 de tontes oliosee cela ne pent 
378 703 186 760 186 607 899 270 867 886 739 
etre aQtrement. Afinqne la place ne Boit pna courue et 
811 763 468 731 1086 418 497 818 1090 917 

I'll faire Bollioiter pour tnni sona pretezte que Je Boia tont 
636 660 890 742 1210 332 1430 421 168 683 1161 

ft purtie et qne pa is qu'il m' en CO ate benncoup 
B86 1212 289 181 823 286 680 716 865 1466 761 

ponr servlr lea etiilB H j'hi me mil bien niieax employer 

616 897 367 261 1043 269 536 57 136 848 89S 

cette depen-e an service direct dn Riii. Dia toojonra qae 

817 808 116 897 1337 676 77 342 496 131 

.ie me ra i ne pour tnon avan oe ment. Emploie 
168 968 1053 455 418 616 662 637 170 907 893 

y Mr. Dubois M et le Boni'geois ile I'eitiriour. Ta ferais 
1514 502 486 S19 1868 195 1248 lllS 

tree bien de parler k Teraallles k Mr. Mo r ean premier 
696 186 678 622 140 81 603 663 686 271 413 
6ecr6t^re de Verfzennea sous pretezte qoe Je t'en prie de 
88 607 809 322 1430 431 879 666 763 607 
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me n, pel ler i son BouTenlr et del* tn poor nls 

A86 841 733 GST 867 407 716 793 944 1118 743 B6S 

prendre ocouioQ de lai parlez de oette afibire et le prie- 

843 618 19S 386 1204 850 401 130 289 769 763 

er de te faire avertir on d'en arertir Mr. le comta 
406 SfO 989 821 669 464 162 660 603 616 1S68 

de Broglie des qn'il se- rait queatina de re em plioer 
S7S 12T7 816 403 398 1078 481 6T3 609 238 1086 
Mr. O^rard sfinqae oela boU soIlicitS Mr. Uorean 

603 320 468 367 497 390 616 1310 602 662 

mftnie poor rait me propoaer an minUtre. Je fe reia en 
604 616 68 961 960 371 1376 890 363 67 866 
sorte qne doax on troie ans en cette place none doooe 

868 131 488 966 663 370 667 660 1083 414 666 
niwtt de r ai Banoe. 

1064 S73 658 156 SOS 



KILB TO THE FSINOB DK UOKTHABEY (PA8 U. atRABD). 

Dn Our m BirmuiILK Fitta, ll 31 AiAl, 1779, 

UoKaaiONBUB : Loraqn'aveo vntre agr£ment, je oonviosHvec lea aom- 
mlBBJonaireB amSr'oains d'aller servir Isb EtatB Tnia en qnaliiS d'offioier 
g6n6ra1, J'obtins nn oongd dn rol et votre pronie>>Be pour de^ grftces 
de Ba H^eBtS prnportionn^ee anx riaques d'ane entreprise de oette 
nature. J'avus lien de me flatter qn'on ne me laisserait pas partir 
sans kire brigadier dea arm^ex dn roi, mala monsienr le comto da 
Bnint Germain ne voulant paB faire de promotion ezprewe ponr moi, 
le brevet de brigadier ponr lea ties me fut ezp6dlS par mondenr de 
Sartine le Novembre 1776. J'eapiraiaqne je Mrniac'impiiadmB la 
premiere promotion qne le miniatre de la guerre ferait (oependant 
JnAqn'^prS^ent, je ii'ai rien apprla & ce cnjet) et qne cela me Tii6n£rait 
ft devenir dana pen Tiiar^chat de oamp, rnrtoat depuia le traits d'al- 
Itance dn nii aveo cea £tat^, qne Ii'B officiera frangaia le9 servant, 
doivent fetre nvoufs de lenr oonr et traitSa en nnnaeqnence. Ce n'est 
qne dans oette eopSrance que Je me ania determine an parti d'abandon- 
ner ma famille et le aoin de mes affaires pi>nr un temps cimsiij Arable, 
ponr m'eiposer aux accidents de la mer, de la gnerre, des faligues 
d'un elimat d^farorable et d'nne dSpenae exoeeaiTe, miia iodispen- 
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Babl«, ocoawion6e par ta obert^ ezhorbitante de toutes chides, «t Is 
nombre d'offioiers franCHia qui abondeat & ma table ; paroeque ja 
suia le aeul gSuSral m^ur de la nation, iIh m« ooDud^rent comme lew 
ohef. 

J'aS rhonnear de aervir ea Msjeat6 comme officier depuia la fia de 
1748 de la oration dn regiment de Loeweadal. Capitaine et aide 
major de 1747, M^'or de 1756. Le dit re^ment ajast 6t6 incor-, 
por6 en Mare 1760 centre toute 6qait6 et ks lermee exprds, aocordte 
it ten moaalenr le mar^oliol de Loewendul, lors de la lev6e de ce oorpH 
(qn'il ne aerait Jam^a ni r£formS ni traits diffgremnient dea regi- 
ments d'Alsaoe, Sase, la Mark, Rojal Sn^dois et Bojal Bavi^re). 
Ed coneervant de moins aocitiis a. kd pr^udioe, je perdia par 
oelte incorporation dix buit luille livrea dn plus vlair de iiion patri- 
moine, que j'aTAta donn6ee, aveo Tattache de monsieur le cirnfo 
d'Ai^eiisoTi, ministre de la guerre, d'alors ponr la ranjciritA du dit 
regiment, ind^pendumment de mon tiaiteineiit de 4050 livrea comme 
major d'un anoien regiment qni ful rSdait S, 1800 livrea coiuioe 
capitaine d'Anhalt qui re^nt te premier batnillon de Loewendal. 

Tant de d^sa^ementa ne me firent rien dimimier de mon zdle 
ponr le aerrice dn roi. J'aoceptai en Uai 17S0 des lettrea de forvioe 
d'aide marSohol giii^ral d»t lugia de I'annSe foaa les ordres de Mun- 
■ienr le mar^obal de Broglie et j'en oontinuai lea fonctiona jiisqii'J la 
fin de la gnerre en 1768. Je fas fait lieutenant colonel en Mui 1761, 
ToDB maa cadets d'Etat major sont brigadiers on mxr^cbanx de camp. 
J'ai conataunient ret-t^ & I'srmSe pendant toute la durSn di;a guerre^ 
de Flandre et d'AIIemagne. 

A la pnix Uons. le diio de Choiaenl me donna d' a appointemenls 
de reform e jnsqn'd ce qu'il put me replaner k ta t6te d'un rSgiment 
allemand, oe qui k la verii6 n'eut jamais lien, aoit par oubli de sa 
part, Boil par manqne d'impurtunitS da la miecne. En Aullt 1767 il 
me fit appeler, m'ezp6dia un ordre pour ktre employ^ i la reoonnaia- 
aanoe dea cdtea inaritimes de Cnjais et de Flandre, maia ehnngea 
ansaitdt oette destination en une commiaBion particnli^re de oonflaace 
pour la Hollunde el auivant let circonatancea puar le Nord de I'Ani^- 
rique BOU3 de gnndes promesses de favenr et d'aviincemenr, qu'i] o'a 
n£anmoins point rempliea d mon retour (qu<>iqti'il fut trSs-oonteot dii 
oompte que je Itii rendis d la fin de 1768) probnblement par In mnlti- 
plicit6 d'afioirea phia imporraDtes; et qu'en snite, quand je I'en fia 
leaoQvenir et qu'il me renouvela ses promesses, son deplaoement 
anbit ne lui en laisaa pna le tempa. Mesaieara Gayota, Tonllon, 
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Oh&rlot et ei je ne me trompe, Monsieur de Saint Fanl, rn'ont blamj 
de n'avoir pas demaodd & Stre fait brigadier avant mon depart en 
1767, que ja I'eoase ili eana difficult^, 

Je oe r§p6terai pas tons lee dangers aniquels oe vujage m'a ez- 
p«s6. Le oompte de ma mission consign^ aa d^pdt de la gnerre fail 
mention d'une parti das divera ncoidenta, comme mon naofrsge pr^ 
Staten Island, le 28 Janvier 17S8, d'avuir ^chapp^ seul de neaf, auz 
effoia du froid ezcessif eiidurd pendant 13 heures saos abrla, en 
sortant dea flots, les autres huit 6tant morta pendant la nuit ni6ine, ou 
pen apr^. Je dirai seulement et pnis le dire avec raiBim que ce que 
j'u sonfibrt piendant ce vojage, passerait la oroj'ance isi cela n'^tHit 
paa de notori^t^ publlqiie, et al furt au desaus de la alasse ordinaire 
dea services, qnc j'eiis'e dCl avoir les plna grandes recojnpeosea. 

O'kA Sana dome & votis, Uonseigneur, que cet acte de justice eat 
rfaerv6 n ftiire et j'ose ni'en flatter. 11 j a plas de deax ans qoe je 
sera lea Etaia Unis en quality de g^n^ral majnr, le grade le plus 6l&vi 
dikUB leiirs armSes apr^ le c.immandn^it en chef de tu u tea leu rs forces, 
et coume dei'Uis leur iiidepeadaiice recoiinue par le roi, je ne me crois 
plus libre de quitter sans voa iirJrea ou permia>inQ, je cuntinnerai i les 
servir, taut que la guerre durera on que ina saiuS me k' permettra, i 
inoiirs d'lirdres contraires, et aus conditions, toute fois que cela itie 
ounduise imnnbut. Mon absence de ohez inoi, lea risqnes dels guerre, 
lea dangers i, cnurir de la part dea ennemis internes du pays, lea 
fatigues, le mal &1re, lt> olimat, ladSpense, entin tous lee sacrifices que 
je t'tiis, doivent me mfiritervos bontfis, j'y oompte et je vuussuppliede 
me les aoourder, en voue cbargeaiit, Mnnseigueur, de mon avancvment 
auqnel tontes les autrea gr&oes, dont je pourrais &tre easccptibli-, doi- 
yent c6der. Hyena Dependant nne autre, qui me conviendrait et 
one qui me serait n6cessure, c'est le grand cordon de I'ordre du mSrite 
militiiire, et dea seoours en argent. Si j'Stais riohe, je ne parlerais 
pas des griices peouniaires, male ma fortune dtont born£e, il n'est pas 
juste non plus de sacrifler le bten, qui sera un jonr n^ceasture i raes 
fils ponr lea sontenir au service de leur mdtre, ni de m'Aier la facultd 
de pouvoir murier ma fille. Madame de Kalb me gronde fortement a 
oette ocoasion, je Ini r£oomande d'avoir Ihonneur de se ploindre A 
VDUB, Monstignuiir, et de vous engiiger k y trouver un reraMe. 

J'ai eouvent 6ti ten(S de vous rendre compte des operations de nog 
armies arn^ricaines et anglaises, mals n'ajunt pas de cbilfres, je n'^ 
paa ob6 le riaquer. Les lettres prises par lea ennemis 6tunt oommo- 
nfiment rendiiea pnbliques, de pins fortee rnisoDS encore, m'ont em- 
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pfiolifi de voHB eDToyer des plana, qne je m« reserve de vona remeUrt 
vouB mdme ft moa r«toiir. 

Je Bois aveo respect 

Monieignenr Votre etc 

P. B. Le 10 N'oTsmljr« mAma ounp. 
Je profile do depart de MonsieBr Gerard, queje regorde comme 
DDO voie aflr pour fkire passer oelle ci, J'y easae Joint qnelqaes plana 
ai DOB 6quipagea n'^tuent pas k one trop grande distance da oamp. 



OEXEKAL W&BaiHaT«II TO TBI PRSaiDBUTT OF OORaRBSS. 

Ha» Qdutiu, April td, ItaO. 

Bim: I have freqaentlj had the honor to addreaa Oongress on the 
anbject of those c Tps, which are nnounneoted with the linea of par- 
tionlar States. Satisfied of the numeroiia perpleiitiea under whieh 
tlie? labor, it is with pain and relnotonce I troable tliem with repeated 
repreoentations of the same nntare; bat in the present case it is so in 
diapenaable that something «bonid be done, that I cannot forbear the 
repetition, however disagreeable. The situation of the officers of 
these corps is absoliiUly insupportable. TTnless something efiectual 
oan be done to make it more comfortable, it is impoagible the/ can 
remain in the service. The reaolntions of Congress for niakiug them 
part of the State qaotaa has partial operation, and the benefit resalt- 
ing to a few has onlj served t" establish a oontrnst that embitters tlie 
■nfi'erings of the rest. Nothing oan be conceived more chagrining 
than for an officer to see himself destitute of every necessarj while 
another, not only in the service of the aame government, engaged in 
defending the same cause, bnt even in the aame regiment, and some- 
times standing by his side in the aame corap any, ia decently if not am- 
ply provided. Entlmsiasm alone oan SDpnnrt him in a moment's per- 
aeverance, but even tliia principle must give way to a necessity so 
continued and hopeless. Daily applications are made to me to know 
whether there is a prospect of relief, always accompanied with a de- 
claration, that it ia impnssible any longer to endare the extremities to 
vrhichthey are driven. 

I entreat the attention of Congress to this matter. If there is no 
way to make provision for the ofBoers, it would be better to dlasolvo 
the corps, incorporate the men with the regimente t>«1i>nging to the 
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Btate lines, and let the officers reUre with pay and Babsietence, an^ 
Buoh other emolomeDti aa may be ei\jojed by others titer the war. 
In their present state, thej are sotaatl; snfivrint; everj iooonvenience, 
in fraitlen expectations of a remedy that will perhaps never come; 
those who have less resnnrce, less xeal, or less forticade, are resigning 
ftom day to day. A relaxation from eare in the interiiir of the regi- 
ments must be a necessary consequence; and many valuable men will 
b* gradual]; lost to the service, who might be saved. It is mach bet- 
ter, therefore, that the eipedieot suggested should be adopted, than 
that things should remain as now circumstanced. But if it were pos- 
ubie toobviftte this necessity, it were much to be wished, as it wonld 
preserve many of our best ofBcers to the army, who would with in- 
finite reluctance quit the field, while the defence of their country 
called for iheir services. 

Before I conclude, I think it my duty to touch npon the general 
situation of the army at this juncture. It is absolutely necessary that 
Congress should be apprised of it, for it is difficult to foresee what may 
be the result; and as very serious consequences are to be appre- 
hended, I should not be justified in preserving sUenoe, There never 
has been astage of the war, in which tliB dissatisfaction has been so 
genera] or alarming. It has lately, in particolar iostauoea, worn 
features of a very dangerous complexion. A variety of oauses has 
contrihoted to this; the diversity in the terms of enlist ment", the ine- 
quality of the rewards given for entering into the service, but still more 
the disparity in the provisions made by the several States for their re- 
fipeotive troops. The system of State supplies, however dictated in the 
commencement by necessity, baa proved in its operation pernicious be- 
jrond de-'Cription, An army must be raised, paid, subsisted, and regu- 
lated npon an equal and unifiTm principle, or the confusion and discon- 
tents are endless. Little less than the dissolution of the army would 
have been long since the consequence of a different plan, had it not been 
tor a spirit of patriotic virtue, hotli in officers and men, of which there 
are few examples, seconded by the unremitting pains that have been 
taken to coippose and reconcile ihem to their situation. But these 
will not be able to hold out much lunger against the influence of causes 
constantly operating, and every day with some new aggravation. 

Some States, from their internal abilities and local advantages, 

fbmieh their troops pretty amply, not only with clothing, but with 

many little comforts and conveniences ; others snpply them with some 

necessaries, but on a more contracted scale ; while otiiers have it in 

14 
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thrir power to do little or nothing at aU. The officers and mm in 
the rontioe of duty mix daily and oompare cironmntanoea. ThoM 
wlio fare worse than oth?ra of onnne are dlsestisfied, and have their 
reaentment ezoited, not onl; against their own State, bnt agaiast the 
Oonfederaoy. The; beoome di8giist«d with a Berrioe that makes auok 
Injarioas di>tinotioDB. The officers redgo, Hid we liare now scaroelj 
a suffident namber left to take care even of the firagments of corps 
whioli rrniun. Tlie men hare not this resonroe. Tliej ULiurmnr, 
brood over their discontent, and liare latelj shown a dieposidon to 
enter into sediUons oombi nations. A new scene is now opening 
which I fear will be prodaotive of more tnablesooie effeota than Wf 
thing that has liitherto taken place. Some of tho Slates have adopted 
the measure of milking good the depreciation of tlie mone; to their 
tro ips, as well for tlie past a' for the fatnre. If thU does not become 
general, it is so striking a point, that the consequences mast be nu* 
■peabably niiaohievcaa. I enter not into the propriety of this meaaiire 
in the view of fiaance, bnt confine mjself to iis operation in the array, 
Nei her du I mean to insinuate, that tlie liberaiitj of particnlHr States 
has been carried to a blamable length. The evil I meiin to point ont 
is tbe ineqnslitj of the different provisions, and this is inherent in the 
present sjstem. It were devoatlj to be wished that a plan could ha 
devised by which everything relating to the army oonld be cunduotcd 
on a general principle, nnder the direotion of Congreaa. This alone 
can give harmony and consistence to onr military eaiablishment, and 
I am persuaded it will be infinitely condnoive to pablic economy, I 
hope I shall not be tliongbt to have exoeeded my dnty in tlie unre- 
served manner in which I Irave i zhibited onr sitoation. Gtragress, I 
flatter myself, will have the goodness to believa, that I have no otiier 
motives than a zeal loi tiie pnblio service, a dEsire to give them everj 
necessary information, and an apprehension for the conseqncnoes of 
ttie evils now experienced. 

I have the honor to be, «tc 
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F BALTUCOKK, TO QBNBBAL BSSXT IXE.* 



Mt Dbab Sib: Bespeoting my good and oli\ friand the Baron 
de Kalb, abont wLom we have formerl/ had BOme oonversation, I 
wish I ODDid give 70a Bucb infurmation as woald contribute to make 
JoDr intended publicatiim interesting as tlie world will natDrall/ 
expect from ynar pen ; but the Inng lapae of time and other cironm- 
■taiic«#, may probably, contrary to yoar expeotatlona, render it 
rather scanty ; however, anch as it ia, I am happy to piaoe it at your 
MTTice. 

In freqnent oonverwtions with him on the affa'ra of onr country 
— then almoat the only tnpio of converantion — he lias repeatedly told 
me of hiB havia^; been in this country between the years 1T68 and 
lyes, in a oonoe«led ohariicter, — as a German travelling for bis pleas- 
ure. Thia he did, from one end of the continent to tlie otiier ; and, 
as I know him to have been an acute ob^ervi-r, he moat hnve picked 
up a great deal of information for the French Court, by which, I 
have no doubt, he was expressly employed for that particular jiur- 
pose. 

Speaking the Englisli language well, and possessing the most con- 
cnliatlng and condescending manners, be had it in bis power to 
in^Duate himself everywhere, from ^lie drawing-room down to the 
grog-slinp, and be assured that he called from every group something 
appertaining to bis mission, and marked well, in every countenance 
even, and conversation, the particular partialities and antjpathiea tow- 
ards the two gre^it leading nations of Europe, Great Britain and France. 
He often declared to me that such was the universal prepo.'^seasion in 
&Tor of the former, and the almost instinctive hostility to the latter, 
tttat be sinoerely believed and often said that nothing could have 
fnduoed the Americans to have revolted against the mother- country 

■> Rogers had been Eolb's aid la Valle;^ Forge and at the lines between 
EUi4b«t!itown And Amboy. Wl^ writing bis meminrs on the revolotion in 
the South, Heiirj Lee applied to Sogers for information about Kalb. The 
abOTS letter was the reply. I found it <□ the little pamphlet published by 
3. Spear Smith. The errors in them, growiug out of slips of memory, are 
corrected in tbe teit ; some of the etatements are eu^erated 1 neTerthelcBg 
the production is liigbl; interesting. 
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bat the highly [i^udicions sad ^ort-slghted condaot of tlie Brillah 
miuiatry, wlium he freqaeatly ridicaled for their egregioas foil; in so 
wantonly casting off anoh sd inestimable aod powerful auxiliary. 

He has ofteo told me tliat, ia all his travels from North to Suath. 
he eonld find nobody of any coneequenoe, either native or British, 
who did not think that Old England was tbs ne phu vltra and per- 
ibotion of all haman power. 

In the latter part of his residence amongst ns, in his assumed 
Cibaraoter, he became, by some accident, snspected, was tsken np, and 
was, I believe, pat into prison for a few days. However, ha sonn 
made bis way good and was released, for on examining his papers 
and biiggage, nothing oonld b« fband to implicate htm, becan^ he 
never then kept, as he told me, anything like a mannscript, trusting 
all to his memory, which I knew to be great. It was hardly pow- 
ble to find a man mi>re completely snited to anoh a niisaioo, hia 
wonderM sobriety and temperance at table being almost to eioesa 
and withODt example. 

In Earope, I believe, lie was engaged chiefly in the Qnarler- 
master Department, where, fnnn his great aptitude for detail and minn- 
tin, lie mast have been vajuiible. Had we here employed him in thnt 
line he might have been of great service, for we frequently felt many 
inctinveniences and suffered mnch from our ill-juilged nrrangements 
and want of foresight 

Beside? bis extreme temperance, sobriety and prndenoe, with hia 
great Himplioity of manners which highly fitted him for his under- 
taking, he had also many of the other qnaliR cations for a soldier, 
anoh as pailonoe, long-suffering, strengtii of constiCution, enduranoe 
of hanger and thirst, and a cheerful submission to every inconveni- 
ence in lodging, for I have known tiim, repeatedly, to arrange hia 
portmanteau as a pillnw, and wrapping his great horseman's cloak 
around him stretch himaeli' before the Are and take as oi>mfortable a 
nap as if npon a bed of eider-diiwn. He wonld rise before day, light 
his candles and wi^rk till nine, then take a slice of dry bread with a 
gla^S of watei', and go to work nguin nntil about twelve or one, when 
he would ride to headqnartera, pick up the news of tlie day, and 
retnm to dinner. This meal consiste^of a little soap and a shin of 
beef, or of a dry IsstclesB round, with his favorite beverage, 
water. After thb he woold go to work again, and so coniinue until 
dark, when, without using his candle, he would get to bed, that be 
iniglit rise at the earliest hour in the morning. This was his mode 
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of life general]]r, whilst we were at the Talle; Forge, where ire all 
mffiared oot a little. 

Id sue, he whb a perfect ArioTiatni, being apwarda of dx feet, 
and fiiUj equal ta the fatignaB of a soldier. Ha would often walk 
twenty or thirty miles a day withoat sigh, or oon:.plaint, nnd, indeed, 
often preferred that exercine to riding. His oempleiioD and skin 
were remarkable, being as feir and fresh as those }f a joath. 

The ofaBerTStiooB and mformstion of 90 Jqaioious a person At 
BaroD do Ealb, wonld help mnoh to open our eyes to the oondaot of 
the Freaoh oonrt during onr contest, partioularjy during the earlier 
part of it, for it was iDoomprehensible to as and to the world in gen- 
eral, why the French should be so long timidly hesitating whether they 
ahonld take an unequivooal part in our favor, when, apparently, there 
never was so good an opporinnity offered to a rival nation, to injure 
aa opponent, so eternally and deadly hostile. 



General Baron de Kalb was a German by birth, and from the best 
infbrmation obtainable mnat bare served daring the war of 17S6 in 
some infeiior stations of the quartermaster-general's departcnent in 
the imperial army, operating willi that of his most christinn U^esty, 
It being well ascertained by bis acquaintances in onr army, tbat he 
was intimately rersed in the details of that department. Towards 
t^e close of that war he must have been despatched by the French 
oonrt to North America, aa he himself often mentioned his having 
baversed the then British provinces in a concealed oharaoter^ the 
object of which tour cannot be donbted, as the baron never foiled, 
when speaking of the existing war, to express his astoni^lbmBnt, how 
any gt)vamment coald have so blundered as to efface the ardent and 
deep affection which to hia own knowledge existed on the part of the 
coli>nies to Great Britdo previoas to the late rapttirei a praference 
oqnalled only by tbeir antipathy to the French nation, which was ao 

* The rtader oF these pages will be prepnrcd to ^ the trnth from the 
pofltr; contalDed in this very interesting sketch, so that it would l>e quite *»• 
pcrfluous to enter into extended dissertations here. 
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powerful u to Indaoe the baron to oonMder it, w he called it, in- 

atiDotive. 

Just before the peace our inoognitai, beooming saapeoted, woe ar- 
rested; and fur a few days he was impriaoned. Od ezftmiaation of 
hla baggage and papera ootbiag oonld be fuand oonflnuiDg the aaspi 
cion whioh bad induced liia arrest, and he was diaaharged. Sach 
diaco7ery was not practicable, as daring hia tonr, the baron himself 
declared that hp relied entirely npon Jjia memory, which was wagn- 
larljr strong, never ventnring to commit to paper the informatioo of 
others or hia own obserrations. On the restoration of peace th« 
baron retorned to Enrope, and came once more to America in 
1777 or 1778, recommended to Oongresa as an experienced soldier 
worthy of confidence. A brigadier in the service of France, he was 
honored by OoDgress with the rank of m^or-general and repaired to 
the main army, in witicb he served at the bead of the Marjiand di- 
vision, very much respected. Possessing a stout frame, with excel- 
lent health, no ofGcer was more able to encomiCer the toils of war. 
Moderate in mental powers, aa in literary acquirements, he excelled 
ohiefiy tn praotioal knowle^e of men and things, gained during a 
long life by close and accurate investigations of the oaose and efiVtc 
of passing events. We all know that the court of France has 
been nniformly distingnished by its superior address and mannge- 
mont in diving into the secreta of every nstiun, whethu' friend 
or foe, with whom it has relations. The business of espionage has 
been bronght in France to a soienoe, and a regular trained corps, 
Jadiciously organized, ia ever in the service of the oonrL Of 
this body there is strong reason to believe that the bnron was K 
member, and probably one of the chief confidants of that gov- 
ernment in the United States. So man was better qnalified for tiie 
undertaking. He was sober, drinking water only, abslemions to ex- 
cess, living on bread, eometimea on beef-sonp, at other times with 
cold beef; industrious, it being hieconstant habit to rise at five in the 
morning, light his candles, devote himself to writing, whioh wne 
never intermitted daring the day bnt when interrupted by choi-t meals 
or by attention to his official duty, and profonndly secret. He wrote 
in hieroglyphics, not npon sheets of paper as is customary in oampa, 
but in large folio books, which were oareftilly preserved, waiting to 
be transmitted to his anknown correspondent whenever a safe oppor- 
tunity might offer. He betrayed an nnoeasing jealousy lest his jonr- 
nals and his myatio dictionary might be peruaed, and aeemed to be 
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very mucli in dread of losing hia baggage, which in itself waa too 
tfifling to be r^;arded, and would only have attracted euch uuvaryJog 
care irom the Talnable paper deposit. He never failed to direct his 
quarteimaeter to place hira aa Dear the centre of the army aa was al- 
lowable, having aa utter aversion to be in the vicinity of cither flank 
lest an adventuring partisan should cany off his baggie. What be- 
came of his journals is not known, but very probably he did not vent- 
ure to take them into South Carolina; what is moat probable, be 
placed such as remained in the hauds of the French minister for 
transmission to Paris when he waa ordered to the South. If he con- 
tinued to write, when marching to South Carolina, hia progress must 
have been slow, aa he was necessarily much engaged in the duties of 
his command, which became multiplied by the extreme difficulty with 
which Bubaiatence was procurable Whether his ba^age waa capt- 
ured is not known to me; but it cannot be doubted that his iiapera 
did nnt fall into the hands of the enemy; as in aueh event we should 
probably have heard not only of the fact but also of their contents. 
Ko man eurpassed this gentleman in simplicity and condescension, 
which gave to hia deportment a,cast of amiability extremely, ingra- 
tiating, exciting confidence and esteem. Although nearer seventy 
than aixty years of age, such had been the temperance of his life that 
he not only enjoyed to the last day the finest health, but his counte- 
nance Btill retained the bloom of youth, which circumstance very 
probably led to the error committed hy thwe who drew up the in- 
scription on the monument erected by order of Congreaa. lliis dis- 
tinguislvd mark of respect was well deserved. 

XIX. 



(Wiitlen 1>7 K«lb hliBHit and lannd unong tha pipen ftpperttlaiai to SiUs Dune). 

Le Baron de Ealh being advised by some Generals of the highest 
reputation, and by several other noblemen of the first rank in thi; 
realm, to serve the cause of liberty in America, he accordingly offera 
bis services to the moat honorable Congress on the following terms : 

I. To be made a Major General of the American troops at the 
appointmenia of the Major Generals in that aorvice, with all other 
perquisites belonging to tLai tuiik, besides a particular sum to be 
kllowed to him annually, which he will not determine, but rely on it 
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tor the Congress, hoping they will consider the difference there is 

between their own countrymen, who are in duty bound to defend their 
all, and a foreigner who, out of his own accord, offers his time, sets 
aside his family ofiaira to hazard hia life for the American liberties. 
The Baid appointment to begin from this day, November the seventh, 
1776. 

2. That Mr. Deane will fomiah him presently, ft before embalming 
with a earn of twelve thousand livres french-money, namely : 6,000 to 
be cooudered and given as a gratification for the necessary expenses 
attending such an errand, and tb' other 6,000 as an advance upon his 
appointment. 

3. That Capt. Dubois Martin and another Gentleman whom Le 
Baton de Kalb shall nominate in time, may be agreed as Majors to l>e 
his uds de camp, at the appointment of American officers of the same 
Bank, and the sum of 3,000. or at least 2,600 be paid to each of them 
presently, or before embarking, the half of which as a gratification. & 
th' other half as an advance, tbe said appointments beginning too from 
this day. 

4. That in case the Peace was made at their landing in America, 
or that the Congress would not grant these demands, and ratify the 
present agreement, or that the Baron de Kalb himself should on any 
other account, & at any time incline to return to Europe, that he be 
allowed to do so, and besides be furnished with a suJGcient sum of 
money for the expenses of bis coming back. 

On the above conditions I eagnga and promise to serve the Amer- 
ican States to the utmost of my abilities; to acknowledge the authority 
and every act of the most honorable Congress ; be faithfull to the 
country as if my own ; obey to superiors committed bj that lawful 
power, and be, from this very day, at the disposal of Mr. Deane for 
my embarkation, and in such a vessel and harbour as he shall think 
fit. Witness my hand, in Paris, November the seventh, in the year 
one thousand seven hundred seventy-six. 

De Kalb. 

Becd. of Silas Deane, at Paris, Novr. 22d, 1776, Sixteen Thouaaod 
E^ht Hundred Lira, on acct. of the above. 
N. B. Paid 8,BO0 in cask 

8,000 by a Bill on Messrs. Delaps. 
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XX. 

(FTDin "ThB Uaeuine of Amerlcui Hintory", Vol. IX. p. SM.) 

Ok Bould the Ship li Victoikb 

Xl TBI FASBAaE*J D SpuH. 

IT. Apra. im. 

Sir ; — I had the honour of writiog to you four days ago in a 
tad mood of mind, about nil the diffiaulties which seemed to obatruct 
M. Le Marquia de la Fayette*B geDerous designs; as 1 made you a par- 
taker of bad news, I think it a piece of justice to impart to you a good 
one. The Marquis gueaajug by all the letters he received, that the 
Ministere granted and issued orders to stop his sailing, out of mere 
compliance with the requests of M. Le Due d'Ayene, and that in reality 
neither the King nor any body else could be angry with [him], for so 
noble an KnterpriBe, he took upon him to come here again and to pureue 
his measures. He arrived this morning nine of the clock to the great 
comfort of all hisfeCow Paaseugecs. M. de Mauroy arrived at thesame 
time. So we shall put out to sea again by the first wiiul, and strive to 
get to the Continent directly as much as possible. All these Gentlemen 
present you with their most sincere Compliments and good wishes. 

I wrote to M. le Comte de Bn^lie as well as to Mad. de Kalb, if 
they hod any letters to send to me, before I could give them an account 
of myself after arrival at your army, to put them under cover, directed 
to Mr. Sam. Shoemaker at Philadelphia, and desire you to get then 
over when opportunities will offer. I depend on this and all other 
occasions on your goodness and friendship, to which and Mr. Cai> 
michaeb I recommend myself particularly and am witli all possible 
respect, Honoured Sir, your mmt eto. Db Kalb. 

This lettor will go by tlie to-morrow 's Post, but you shall hear ftom 
tne the day of our putting under sail. 

The Marquis chaiges me peculiarly to acquaint you that hia fear 
of involving you in some dis^reeable dilemma and of doing hurt to 
our friends interest at the French court, wa.s what determined him 
most to comply with the Kii^ orders and to go back to Bordeaux ; be- 
ing willing to fall alone a sacrifice to resentment and make nobody share 
his misfortune, as long as he could believe these orders serious, and 
that it is only since he is oune of you and your causes security he as- 
sumed anew his most darling project. 
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E CAMDEM CJMFAiaS. 



The publication of the correspondence and orders of Oeneral 
O&tea, bearing apon the battle of Camden, and the vigorouB defence 
of that officer by Hr. Stevena, which appeared in the October Number 
of the Magtuins for 1880, iaril« a restudy of that disattrous cam- 
paign. A fresh fact is brought out in a letter from Lord Bawdon, 
published in the Third Beport of the Brittih Historical MamiBcript 
CommiBsioD, which reriyes the point whether Gates did not make a 
iniatake in declining to attack the British at little Lynch'a Cre«k, oa 
or about August 10th, Rawdon, then in command, had taken poet 
on the southern bank of the stream, and was known to have a force in- 
ferior in nambeiB to that of the Americans. His position, on the 
other hand, was naturally strong, Tarlelon. in his account of the 
campaign, claims that U^tes ought immudiately tu have mored up 
the creek, crossed it above, marched directly to Camden, and com- 
pelled RawdoQ to meet him at a diaadranta^, or abandon the place. 
Bancroft says on this point : „By a forced march up tbe stream Gates 
could have turned Rawdon'a flank and made an easy conqutet of 
Camden." Johnson, in his life of Greene, takes snbetantially the 
same view. In Rawdon's letter referred to, we now have tbe state- 
ment that De Kalb did actually ui^ an attack upon the enemy at the 
creek. The communication is from the English general to his mother, 
the Countess of Moira, and the material part, explaining why he de- 
clined to fi^t Gates before Comwallis arrived, runs as follows : 



■■On THE Fhoshkm of Soaia Caboukx, S/pt. 19, ITBO. 

" Had I thought the tinsel of nnweighed applause on ob- 
ject superior to the consciousness of having acted right, I ehouM have 
giveii Mr. Gales battle whilst the command remained with me. It was 
in my power ; I had fair prospect of success ; the reputation to be at- 
tained was great ; and if I was beaten there would have been credit in 
making a bold attempt, for the failure of which the disparity of fon-o 
would have been a sufficient apolc^. But I felt that the step would 1m 
false ; for, by maintaining tbe conduct which I pureued, I was certain 
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of f<»dag the eoemy either to i>etira Acroaa the Pedee, to Attack me 
upon terma almost hopeless for them, or to take the ruinous part which 
tiiej actually did embrace. 

"De KaJb, who wsa a good officer, saw so dearly the consequences 
of leduciog their Attacks to one point, and thereby enabling me to 
unite my detachements, that he BtreououHly advised Gates to pasB 
Lynches Creek aad flght me, at all events : this was related to me by 
De KaJb's aid-de-camp (a relation of the M. do la Fayette), who was 
made [aiaoner. Gates rejected the advice, threw himself across the 
country into the other road above Hanging Bock Creek, and gare us 
Uiree days to prepare to meet him, in a country likewise very favor- 
able for us. 

"Since that action the sickness of the troops, added to want of 
provisions and almost every kind of ^tores has detained us inactive. 
We art now in march towards Hillsborough, where Qatea has collected 
a small body of militia. At present there ia no prospect of serious op- 
position, but I cannot believe that the Congress will not make an effort 
to stop the advance of our successes. We hare reason (o hope that 
we shall be joined by the greater part of the North Carolinians, who 

have certainly given strong proofs of faithful attachement to us 

It is MOW ten weeks since we have heard from New Tork Tou 

must have been astonished at ourwarfere here after the representations 
which we perceive were made to you respecting the loyalty and peace- 
able state of His Majesty's Province of South Carolina." 

The aid who gave tlie information Kawdon refers to, was Chevalier 
Dubuyseoa, holding the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and the same who 
is commonly represented as preventing his general from being put to 
death on the field at Camden. Whether De Kalb meant that Gates 
should attack Bawdon directly in front or cross at a more favorable 
point and fight him as soon as possible, is not distinctly stated, but it 
is worth noticing that he did in effect propose what Tarleton, who was 
on the spot, was of opinion should be done, and tfbat Rawdon himself 
impliedly admits to have been excellent advice. The point with De 
Kalb evidently was : Push the enemy and prevent the eoncejitration 
of his forces. Friends of Gates will defend the course he took iu 
marching around by way of Rugeley's Mills, by showing that the de- 
lay brought him a large reinforcement of Virginia Militia ; but 
did it sot also work in equal if not greater prox^rtioQ to the enemy's 
advantage? 
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It i§ not to be inferred from Ms adrice at Lynch's Creek, tbat De 
Ealb was aggressive in this campaign. No one can read Cokmel 
Hocrj's quaJQt remioisceiices in his Life of Maiion. witbont observing 
how aozioDs]; he deprecated Gates' eitraordinarf baste and rasbneBS 
in puabirig down toward the enemy from North Carolina. Horry, 
wfaoact«d asaid to De Kalb uptotbe battle of Camden, stAtes on the 
•weary march through the pine barrens, where "a forkfrn hope of eater- 
I^llaia" must have starved, (he general "frequectlj foretold the ruin 
that would ensue". At Lynch 's Creek he saw a possible adrantage to 
be gained, and urged it; otherwise he conatantly advned cautiou and 
better preparation, but Gates would take no connael, unless in the last 
extieni^, but his own. 

xxn. 

KlLB TO B*ROII HOLTZENDORFP IN pABIB. 

A PEnBiBDBOB EH yiBaiBIE, fe 39 Itay, 17S0. 

Mob Cher Ami, Je n'ay pfl attendre a Pbiladetphie Tarrivfe de 
M. h Ms. de L&fayette, mais j'y ay IsIbb^ le Capt. Paskke, qui m'a 
pn6 de I'admettre i, n>a famine pendant ma marche an Sod, pour le 
voir et ro'apporier mes lettres de France. Je viens done de recevoir 
cdte que roua la'arez tait lltonnear de m'^criie partuy le I'ermars. 
J'eosse bien desirS poavoir causer avec lay ear differents objets, s'il 
m'avoit 6t4 possible de recnler mon depart. L'on me presse d'arriver au 
seconrs de Charlestown et je rencontre des drfficnlt^s Bans nombre 
dans ma marche, il semble que tout aoit calculi ponr B'apposer an bien 
da Service. J'ay k mes ordrea lea Troupes de Maryland, de Delaware, 
le Corps de Lee avec uti Regt d'artillerie et donze pieces de canons. 
L'on m'ft promis une jonction de Milioe de eet ftat cy et en Nord 
Caroline, mais la lenteur qu'on met en tout, ne me donne pas de 
graudes Esp^nces d'en obtenir ou de pouvoir les attendre : je feray 
partir demain et les jours auivans mea Troupes en Troia Divisiona, si 
toutes fois )'oD me donne lea chariots doot j'ay besoio et qui me sont 
promis depnis longtems; avec toute la diligence que je ponrray mettre 
dans ma marche. H est possihie que le sort dc Charleatown soit d^dS 
avant 'mon arriv^e, car quoiqu'ils ayent 4t4 menacfe depnis long- 
tems d'uQ sie^, que les Ennemiea ayent 4t,S dans le ToiBinago 
longtems avant d'avoir pfl investir la place qu'on avoit par con- 
sequent du tems de reste pour I'approvisionner, malgrS cela je ci^ins 
qa'on ait negligS ce point si esaentiel ^ nne defense, etqn'on ne s'en 
fioit occupy que quand il n'en ^toit pbis tems. 
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Le projet de d^barqnetnent en Angleterre a buu doute &£ absn- 
doiiii€ enti^rement t puisque H. de I^fafette qui ^toit de cett« arm^ 
1^ eat revenu icj. Cela surpreud beaucoap de monde, on croit, qu'^ 

moins qn'il ne soit charg^ de quelque commtBsion importante pour le 
CoDgree, il ne seroil pas revenu en Amerique, et comme Hen n'a traoa- 
pir€ jusqu'it present, cela donne )ieu k diTeiBBB conjectnree. 

Tous ditet done que huit B^giaienta deroient s'embarquer en avril 
et cela pentetie ponr H. — MesB. de Fleur; et la Ooloinbe ^crivent 
qu'ils doiveut Tevenir inceseaiument, ne aeroient ils pas de la demi^m 
Expedition T 

Je aaia facM de ee que votis me raandez de la ntauvaise aaat6 de 
Mad de Holzendorff ; je lay souhaite un parfait et prompt retab- 
lissement. Comme il est possible que Vous ne aoyez pas & Paris & 
I'mrivee de cette lettre, elle sera pour Elle. 

Vous me diiea n'avoir re9fl ancune de mes nouvellea depuia Xbre 
1178. Je TOUS ay nependaut ^rit de Fhiladelphie au commencement 
de ITTd etplusieurs fois depuis, soit en repooae am Votrea Boit au- 
trement, pent^tre que mes lettres Vous parvieudront encore ? je vooB aj 
marqu^ dans le tems que votre coSre s'est letrouvS et de la fa^on dont 
j'ay dispoB^, votre Portefeuillc et la Vestc sont chez le Docteor E^le 
pour *tre deliYr& but votre ordre. Le reste a 4t4 Tendfl & 1000 Dol- 
lars qui daua le t^ms ^toient k dii pour ua, par consequent valant 500 
Livrea de France, etj'ajlaieaS^Votre option cett«|omme on ud Billet 
d'Empmnt de 1000 Dollars qneje m'eneuis procure, depuis ce terns leu 
cboees ont chang^ en prix. Soiiante en Papier en donnent difficile- 
ment un en espfeces actuellement, et les denrSea et marchandiseB aug- 
mentent continueUement de prii.' Tout coutc le double, nieme en payant 
avec de I'or, de ce que lee chosea valoient il y a 18 mois. Ma marcha 
va me couter des Bommes immenses. Je ne puis pas me faiie suivre 
par mon Equipage, et suia par consequent oblig^ de virre en Boutte 
dans lea auberges ou d'autrea maisons ou Ton psye ^galement, meme 
le logement. Ma solde de six mois suffit i. peine pour un jour de de- 
penaes inevitables. Je voudniia bien etre chei moy, ou ne m'^lie pas 
embarquil dans cette Galore. 

J'a; 6Ui dirig^ quelqu'un des jour paae^ sor ma Boute de prendre 
mon Quartier danj une maison particuliere puur une nuit. On ra'j 
donna nn mauvais eoup^ ct pourboisaon du Grog. Pourtant le matin 
sans dejeuner mon compte ae montait ponr quatre Maitrea et trois 
Domestiques b 850 Dollora, et la maitreese de la Maison me dit poU- 
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tnent qn'dle m'a Ytit nea mit pour Is logenwDt qa'clle le )aiiM ii nu 
Uucrelion ni«ia que 3 ou 400 DoUmn db seroirait pw de tn>p poor 
I'Emburaa qn'elle k eil avec ma ffttuiile. Cea gena pr^tandent qa'ib 
Mcrifieroient teat pour la c«iiae de lear Libertfi. Tout est h proportion 
de celt, QD cbevd mediocte cout« 20^00 Dollua, je dia Yiti|!t tuilli:. 

Adieu mon cher amy, je suis avec la plus parfiit et le plus sin- 
ccre Attachemeiit, toat & Vons 

Lk Bob Db KiLB. 

XXIII. 
fpDBuc— No. 30.] 

AH ACT to iHVTtd* fcr the enetlim of ■ momunanl to tha BHaamj of tbtar Oadenl 

Uis Baron Do Siilb. 

Whereu, in October, eeventeeu hundred and eight;, the Congrew 
of the United States passed the following reaolutioa: 
"1m Conobess, Octobhb, 1780. 

"Besolved, Iliat a monument be erected to the mcmoi; of the 
late M^or-Ueneral the Baron De Kalb, in the city of Anuapolu, in 
the State of Maryland, with the folbwing inscription : 

'"Sacred to the memoiyof the Baron De Kalb, knight of the Boyal 
Older of MilitaiT' Kent, brigadier of the armies of France, and major- 
general in the service of the United Statoi of America. Having served 
with honor and reputation for three yeata, he gave a last and glorions 
{ffoof of his attAchmeot to the liberties of mankind and the cause of 
America in tbe action ne&r Camden, in the Stata of 8outh Carolina, 
on tbe sixteenth of August, seventeen hundred and eighty, where, 
leading on the troops of the Maryland and Delaware lines ajjainst su- 
perior numbers, and animating them by his example to deeds of rales', 
be was pierced with many wounds, and on the nineteenth following 
expired, in the forty-e^hth year of his age. 

'"The Congress of the United States of America, in gratitude to 
bis zeal, service, and merit, have erected this monument;'" Therefore, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hbuee <^ Repreaenlatives (f the 
Uniied StcSe* of America in Cmtyress agsemiled, That the sum of ten 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the purpose of 
erecting the monument authorized by the resolution of Congress above 
recited; and tbe Secretary of tbe State shall have tJie management and 
control of the erection of said monument. 

Approved, February 19, 1683. 
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Abberilk 36 

Abdelkarler 94, 

Aeueaa 177 

Aiguilion, Duo d' 76, 76 

Aix-lB-ChapeUe 6. 10 

Albany 12G, 152, 153, 154, 155, 

156, 157 
Albert of Bavurm, Elector 5 
Algiers 83 
Altdorf , town 1 
Aliac, ViBcimntess d' 75 
Amboj 186, 187 
Ampliitrite, ship 88 



Anholt, ntgitneDt 29, 34 
Annapolis 110, J96, 238, 248 
AnBbach Bajreuth, margrariate 

254, 256 
AnBOn court house 213 
Autin, Due d' 14 
AppoDj 46 

A^fwiBon, Count d' 9, 11 
ArioviHtus 240 
Armand, Colonel 199, 205, 222. 

223, 226, 230 
Armstroug 159, 215, 222 
Amaud, Saint, General 4 
Arnold, General 150, 152 
AecaniuB 176 
Aahlej river 191 
Angenheim, village 3 
Ai^oBta, town 213 
33a 



Ayen, Due d' 90, 91, 103, 104. 

105, 106, 108 
Baviere, Royal, r^inieDt25 
Bayreutb, margraviate 1, 256, 257 
Beaumaichais 83, 68, 93 
Bedau]s,de, Captain 108,110, 131 
Bedfoid 175 

Belleiale, Marahsl 11, 19, 29 
Bennington 151 
Bentbeira, regiment 25 
Bergen, battle ot 29 
Beigen op Zoom 6 
Bemis, Abbe 41 
Besanpon 64 
Besset, de 74, 75 
Bethlebem (Moravian settlement) 

117 
Black river 219 
Blanding. A. 251 
Bouneval, Count 21 
Bouvouloir 62 

Bordeaux, 100, 101, 103-107 
Boston 54, 59, 61, 64, 65, 72, 73, 

117, 162, 163 
Boogaiaville 41 
Boulogne 12 
Boundbrook 167, 171 
Bourbon, dynasty 257 
Bourcet, General 46 
Le Bouisier, Captain 101, 108 
Brandenburg-Bayieutb, Hargrave 

253, 256 
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Brandrnine, bftUle of 112, 113, 124 

BivtOD, Capu 66 
BriaDt, Colonel 226 
Brice 108, 109, 110, 130 
Brc^lie, Comte dc 38, T9, 80, 85, 
86, 89, 92, 93, 94, 100, 102, 
109, 118. 119, 122, 123, 127, 
137, 145, 162, 167, 168, 172, 
178, 241 
Broglie, Due de 26, 29, 30, 31, 

38, 79, 161, 180, 241, 243 
BroDossf near Milcm 79 
Bmnsirick, Ferdinand of 31, 38 

242 
BraB8ets48 
Bfit^ebnig, town 39 
Buffalo ford 202. 211, 214 
Buford, Col. 205 
Bu^Eoyne, General 126, 131, 132, 

148, 164, 203 
Buttermilk Falls 178, 179, 180 
Calais, town 46 
Calcutta 258 
Cambmy 8, 16 
Camden, 252, 253 
Campbell, Colonel 190 
Canada 65, 126, 149. 150, 151. 

155, 156 
Captaine, Officer 130 
Carolina, North 197, 199, 200, 
201, 202, 204, 205, 212, 213, 
217, 219, 222, 223, 230, 232, 
235, 250 
Carolinas 190, 215 
Carolina, South 109, 123, 191, 

199, 238, 248, 249, 250, 262 
Caatries, Marquis de 35, 77 
CasweU, Mt^.-Gen. 202, 205, 213, 
215, 216, 217, 230 



Chaillot, 101 

Chamblee, port 152 

Champlain, lake 151 

Charles, King of Spain 83 

Charles VIL, Emperor 19 

Charleston 109, 110, 188, 190, 
191, 192, 195, 197, 198, 199, 
203, 206, 211, 213, 218, 220, 
225 

Cbarleville84 

Cbwlotte 208, 219, 235 

Ch&telet, Count 70 

Caulhain, court house 188, 206 

Cheraw 213 

Chesapeake, bay 124, 125, 195 

Chester 125 

ChoisenI, Due de 11, 35, 39, 40, 
41, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 
60,53, 61, 64, 66, 68, 70, 71, 
72, 75, 76, 78, 80, 82, 86 

OiuciDnati, Order of the 244 

St. Clair, General 185, 186 

St. CUir 122 

Clerke, R., General 38 

Clermont 220, 223, 225, 226, 
228 

Clinton, General 170, 171, 173, 
175, 179, 190, 191, 198, 218 

Gob Taxton 206 

Coigny, Marshal 5, 10^ 

Colbe 86 

Colbert 36 

Colmar244 

Cologne 49 

Colombe. de la, Capt. 108, 130 
Compile 49 
Conde, Prince of 244 
Connecticut, 64, 165, 171, 173, 
175 
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CoDBtontisople 76, 82 
Contade, Marshal 29 
Conway, General 121, 146, 149, 
150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 
156, 157 
ComwalliB, I^>rd 190, 204, 213, 
218, 220, 222, 224, 226, 227, 
229,230,231,234,235, 236, 242 
Corsica 70, 72, 83 
Corwin, M. C. 247 
Coudray, da. Col. 84, 88. 89, 92, 

111, 112,130,131 
Conrbevoye 36, 37 
Oox«^ Mm 205, 206 
Cumberland, Di^ of 26 
Danbury 165 
Darby 125 

Deane, Silaa 81, 84, 85, 86. 87, 88, 
89, 91, 92, 94, 97, 107, 108. 
109, HI, 112, 114, 116, 117, 119 
Deaae'B Woods 174 
Deepcreek 204 

Deep riTer 200, 204, 205, 206, 211 
Delaware bay 132 
Delawue r^meut 139, 165, 179, 
192, 193, 197, 205, 230, 233, 
234, 236. 238, 246 
Ddeaaer, Colonel 106. 117 
Deiup(»it8, Max. Prince of 19 
DeuzpontB r^ment 245 
Dijon 84 
Dixon 232 
St. Domingo 84, 66, B6, 90, 100, 

101 
Douop, Colonel 131, 132 
Dubarry 75. 243 
DoboiB 35, 46, 47 
Daboia. Martin 89. 90, 92, 94, 97, 
100, 101, 108, 130 



Dubi^HBon, iSaior 108, 110, 117, 

119, 131, 134, 236 
Dnlcinea260 
Domoiiriez 42, 76 
Donkiik, town 11, 46, 88 
DuportaU 192 
Durand, embassador 70 
DOseeMorf 26 
Ecluae 6 
Elizabeth, town 165, 189, 186, 

187 
Elk or Elkton 124, 193, 195, 136 
Elyaian fields 101 
D'EoQ, Chevalier 84 
Erbach, regiment 245 
Erfnrt26 
Erie 139 
Erlangen 1 
Eachenbaeh, village I 
D'Eataing, Admiral 161, 160, 190 

191 
D'Rstree. Marahal 25 
St Etienne 84 

Eugene, Prince of Sav<^ 6, 21 
St. Evrard, AbbS 97 , 

Fairfield 175 
Falmouth 50 

FayoUes, de, lient CoL 91, 108 
Eeray 90 

Ferdinand, Prince 96 
FieSe, author 22 
FtHhkiU 162, 163, 1S4 
Fleury, Cardinal 24 
FleiiTy, Colonel 174, 178 
St Florentine, Count of 78 
Florida 190 
FoDtainebleau 86 
Fontenoy, battle of 6 
I E(»d. lieut. CoL 317 
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San Francisco 258 

Frankfort on M. 32 

Franklin, Benjamin 45, TO, 72, 91, 
92, 112 

FranvBl, Lieut. Col. 108 

FTanenaurach 1 

Frederic II, The Great 3, 5, 6, 25, 
26, 38, 254 

Frederic, Margrave 254 

Freibnrf[6 

Fumes, fortreaa 5 

Gage, General 63 

Gates, Qeuei»1126, 148, 149, 150, 
151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 
159, 203, 204, 206, 207, 208, 
211, 212, 213, 214, 21.% 216, 
217, 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 
223, 224, 225, 226, 227, 228, 
230, 231, 232, 235, 237 

Genera 14G 

George William, Margrave 253, 254 

Geoi^etown, Bay of 109, 110, 198 

Georgia 190, 191 

Gerard, French AroboK. 89, 158, 
167, 174 

St Gttmain, Count 11, 27, 79,80, 
81, 82, 84 

Germantown 119, 127, 128 

Geymueller, Lucss 245 

GeTmneller, Madame 102 

Ghent 6 

Gimat, de, M^or 108, 110, 123 

Gist, General 179, 229, 232, 234, 
235, 236 

Glover, Brigadier 160 

Gneisenau, lieut. 255 

Goethe, J. Wolfgang 3 

Ooahen, County 199, 200 

Gettingea 3, 31 



Grammont 130 

I*Grai^l09 

GranviUe 42 

Graveaend 50 

Grebeiutein 31 

Greene, General 111, 116, 127, 

159, 186, 203 
Grimaldi, Minister 70, 83 
Guadeloupe, Island 191 
Goiche, Moosieur de la 31 
Gdph'B MiU 136 
Gun, Captain 206 
Hague 39, 48, 50 
Halifai 64, 65, 66, 205, 206 
Hamburg 258 
Hamilton's regiment 226 
Hastenbeck 26 
Hare«traw ITl 
Havre 88, 89, 100, 101 , 
Heath, General 180 
Henry, Patrick 44 
HercnleH, ship 50, 51 
Hetzogenbusdk 49 
Higfalaods 169, 171, 173, 180 
Hillsborough 198, 200, 205, 206, 

213 
Holmea county 246 
Holtiendorff, von, Lieut. CoL 85 ,8 6, 

184, 196 
Hommet, Capt 50 
Howe, General 123, 124, 126, 131, 

132. 133, 134, 135 
Hudson, river 152 
Huettendorf, village 1 
Huger, General 213 
Huger, M^or 110 
Hutten 20 
Huy6 
Hyder All, Sultan 43 
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Ironhill 124 
Ironworks 200 
IsleKayal65 

St Jainee,(!Ourtof 62 

JamisoQ, M^ot 198, 199 

Jaquette, aid de camp 233 ' 

JefierBou,Tli08. 196, 206 

St. Johns 151, 152 

JohnBtoQ, town 153 

Jomini 26 

St. Julien, treasureT 97 

Kalb, John 1, 2, 3, i. 6, 7, 8,9. 
10, 11. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 
39, 46, 47, 49, 50, 51, 53, 56, 
59, 60, 61, 64, 66, 67, 68, 69, 
70, 71, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 
79, 80, 81, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 
89. 97, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 
104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 

. 110, 111, 112, 113, 116, 117, 
118, 119, 121, 122, 123, 127, 
128, 132, 136, 137, 143, 144, 
145, 150, 161, 152, 153, 154, 
155, 156, 157, 158, 159, 160, 

1 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 
167, 168, 172, 174, 175, 176, 
178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 184, 
185, 186, 188, 193, 194, 195, 
196, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 
203, 204, 207, 208, 211, 212, 
215. 216, 217, 223, 227, '. 
229, 232, 233, 234, 236, 237, 
238, 339, 240, 241,242,243, 
244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249, 
250, 251, 252, 253, 254, 256, 
257, 258, 260, 261, 262, 263 

Katb, Madame de 50, 168, 246 



Kalb, Andrew 2 

Kalb, Anna Maria Carolina 245 

Kalb, Elie de 75, 245 

Kalb, Frederic 244 

Kalb, George 2 

Kalb, Hans 1 

Kalb, John Leonard 1 

Kalb, Leonora 245 

Kalb, Theophile 245 

Kalb, street 248 

Kant. Immanuel 27 

Karlsbad 3 

KaaaelSl 

KeU, ron, Elias 245 

Kill Tan Kull 185 

Kings Ferry, fort 171, 175, 178 

Knox. General HI, 122 

Knyphauseu, General 242 

Kri^enbronn 2 

I«fayeCte, Marquis 86, 87, 89, 90, 
91, 99, 100, 101. 102, 103, 104, 
105, 106, 107, 108, 109, HO, 
112, 113, 115, 119, 123, 124, 
129, 130, 144, 149, 150, 151, 
152, 153, 154, 156, 157, 159, 
162, 163, 196, 249, 250, 251, 
252, 260 

Lafayette, Madame de 106 

lAfayette, Fort 171 

Lafeld, battle of 6 

Lambert, Marquia de 89 

I^noaster 118, 123, 139, 157 

Undau 28, 33 

I^med, Brigadier 160 

Laurens, Heniy, President 144 

Laurens, John 192 

Lee, Major 148, 194, 197, 204, 
224 

Leinburg 1 
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195, 203 
Iii>dle7'>Mi 
LslnD39 
Link Lyndi 
Luewcndal, 

223, 2« 

LoDdOD 11, 

Lofiff tfJifH 
Lomiiie, Pi 
La*PM*g» 

Loom XIV. 
I«u.XV.5 
lijoiiXVL 
SL Louis, F 
LooiibaTg i: 
LoTdlllO, 
LmUia, Coi 
Liuenie,de] 

180 
hjocb't me 
M>dualt.S< 
Madeod, U. 
Hagdebnig! 
MuDefiT 
Malhert«,I 
MamTbem 
U4rioii220, 
La Mark, ie| 
Mark's fen7 
MsraeUlw 10 
Martinique 1 
Mu^Und, R 

179,185,1! 

197, 205, 
232, 233, 2 
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Xapoleon i. 12, 43, 76 

NapoleoD, Lonis 257 

Nash, Governor 213, 323 

Naaeaa, Prince of 95 

Nelson, Miyor 206 

Newark 185, 186, 187 

Newbem 73 

Newbut^. town 164 

New Gugland 63, 64, 164 

New Hackengack 163 

New HampBhire 73 

New Haven 175 

NewJeraeyl21, 122, 133, 160, 
164, 165, 171, 180, 186 

Newport 73 

New Spain 58 

New WindBor 171, 177 

New York 50, 59, 67, 68,72, 124, 
128, 152, 157, 161, 162, 170, 
171, 172, 175, 180, 181, 183, 
186, 191, 192, 193, 195, 258 

Niell, Lieut. CoL 15, 16 

Nieuport 6 

NUon, General 249 

Noailles, Vicomte de 90, 91, 106 

Noil, Me aux 152 

Norwalk 175 

OlmiiU 110 

L'Orient 88, 89, 97 

Oetende 6 

Otis, James 44 

Oudenarde 6 

Paoli 72 

Paris 163, 167, 177, 244, 253 

Parker, Admimt 190 

Paul, Jean 257 

Pedee, river 205, 208, 211,212 

PenuBj-lTania 64, 124, 137, 139, 
152, 167, 164 



Ferkiomen, creek 119 

Pereigny i 

Peterebuig, Va. 110, 184, 192, 
195, 196, 197, 198 

Pfalzburg 8 

Pfeffel 244 

Philadelphia 49, 50, 51, 53, S4, 
56, 59, 67, 110, 111, 115, 116, 
118, 119, 122, 123, 124, 126, 
131, 132, 134, 159, 160, 167, 
180, 183, 185, 188, 193, 194, 
195, 196, 198 

Philippine lalandB 83 

Phyle, Doctor 160, 198 

Pitt, 40, 42, 56 

Pompadour, Mad, de 16, 25, 30, 
39 

Poniatowski, Stanislaus 75 

Poutleroy, de, Agent 43 

Port ail Prince 100 

De la Porte 16 

Porterfield, Lieut. CoL 212, 227 

Porto Rico 63 

Portsmouth 117 

Potterfleld 222 

Prague 5 

Prevost, General 190 

Princeton 60 

Puetter, Professor 3 

Pulaski, Count 190 

Putnam, General 154 

Pyrmont 3 

Quebec 13, 40, 262 

Quibeion, Bay of 12 

Eaiubaux et Cie. 101, 106 

Raucoui, battle of 6 

Rawdan,Lord211, 213, 218, 219, 
220, 221, 222, 224, 226, 229, 
231 
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Bed bank 132. 131, 133 

R^, Isle of 107 

Beuas, FnnceS 

Rhode IdandM, 153, 154, 161, 

162, 172 
RieheUeu. Due de 26, 40, 176 
Richmond, Va. 196, 197, 213 
Roanoke, river 205 
Bobais, van, Eiuilie 36, 86 
Robais, van, Peter 36 
Rockey, river 206 
Rogers, N., Aid de Camp 240 
Rome 39, 176 

RoBsbach, battle of 26, 27, 30 
HosBiere, de, Brigadier 77 
Rothschild 259 
Rotterdam 49 
Rowan 2US 

Bod^, MoDBieur de 89 
Ruffec90, 91,94, 100 
Rugeley's Mills 225 
Rutherford 213, 214 
BuHedge, Governor 198, 199 
Saarfeld, Genera] 35 
Salem 73 

Baliabury, 198, 208 
SaDes, de, General 31 
Salm-Salm, regiment 244 
Santee, river 225 
Sar de Gaad 6 
Saratoga 152, 204 
Sartigefi, de 97 
Sartinea, See. of War 81, 82, 

84 
Sauudera' creek 226 
Savannah 73, 180, 190, 191, 213 
Saxe, Marshal of 5, 6, 11, 23, 

223, 241 
Schaniyl 94 



Schaumbm^Iippe,William,Comit 

of 38, 39 
Schenectady, 153 
SchiUer 265 

Schuyler, General 149, 152, 203 
Schuylkill 125, 126, 134 
Scotch Plains J86 
St Sebastian, Bay 104 
Segur 19 
Seine, ship 88 
Seitz, Uargarethe 1 
Seven, Kloster 26 
Shanghai 258 
Sharon 162 

Shelburoe, Minister 45 
Sickingen, 20 
Signard, Eliae 245 
Smallwood, General 179, 185, 

230, 232, 234, 235, 236 
Smith, Cove 164,165,171,172,174 
Solms Brauufela, Princess of 32 
Solois Hohensolins, Prinoeaa of 32 
Solms Lich, Prince of 32 
Bonneville, de 91 
Soubise, Prince of 25, 26, ,27, 30, 

31, 35,45,176 
Sparks, Jared 101, 108 
Spriogfleld 186 
Stark, General 153 
StateiiJslandl62,181485,186,187 
Steuben, General 111, 157, 174, 

179,181,185, 243 
Sterens, General 214, 220, 221, 

227, 228, 230, 231, 232 
Stirling, Lord 157, 159 
Stockholm 82 
Stony Point ITl, 173, 174, 175, 

177, 178 
Stormond, Lord 86, 88, 89, 90,101 
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Strassburg 84 

Suedois, Royal, regiment 2a 

SulUvan, Ueneral HI, 116, 135 

Sumfcr 220, 221, 225 

Swedes ford 136 

Tailor's ferry 198 

Tarleton 221, 229, 234, 235 

Tesee, Countees de 104 

Thatcher 224 

Ticonderc^ 82, 126, 127 

Toulon 104, 107 

Townsend, Charles 44 

Trevisani, de 39 

Troup, Robert 155 

Turgot 82, 83 

Tuscarora246 

Valcroiasant, de, Brigadier 78 

Valette,<ie la, Army corainiaBary 30 

Valfort, Colonel 108, 117, 118, 

127, 128, 130 
Talley Foi^e 136, 137, 144, 145, 

148,149,157,159,160, 180,183 
Vamum 133 

Vaudifere, Rajfmond Marquisde 245 
Vellinghauaeu, battle of 30 
Vergeanes, Count de 73, 76, 81, 

82, 83, 84, 89, 102 
Verplanka Point 171, 173 
Versailles 16, 18, 19, 20, 40, 46, 



I, 74, ■ 
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Victoire, ship 101, 102, 104, 108, 
109,117, 260 

Vienna 39 

Viomenil 76 

Virginia 110, 162, 184,190, 191, 
197, 198, 199. 200, 205, 206, 219, 
220,221,222, 230, 232,235 

Yogae, de, General 31, 35 

Vrigny, de, Captain 108, 130 



Vrilli^re, Minister "6, 77, 78 

Warsaw 76 

Washaw 222 

Washington, General 94, 108, 
121, 122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 
127, 128, 133, 137, 144, 145, 
148, 149, 150, 156, 157, 158, 
160, 161, 162, 163, 169, 171, 
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